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'ALAR ME? | 
= T © &S 
Unconverted Sinners, $ | 


In a ſerious ' 


TREATISE: 


SHEWING, 


I, What Converſion is, and correlng ſome Ml. 
fiakes about 17. 

FI. Whar Coprerfion Is, bg wherein it confiſleth. 

' HI. The Neceſlity of Converſion. 

IV. The Marks of the Uncunverted. 

V., The Miſeries of the Unconyeried. 

VT. Dirc&lons for Converſion, 

VII. Motlives to Conyerfion, 


- —_ n 
or ones” 


beta arc annexed divers PraQical Caſes of 
Conſcience Judiciovſly Reſolved. 
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| To all the Ignorant, Carnal, and Ungodly, 

| _mhoare Lovers of Pleaſures more than God, 
and ſeek this World more than the Lite E- 
werlaiting, and live after the Fleſh, and 
not afier the Spirit. Theſe Calls aud Counſels 
are direGed in hope of their Converſion ts 

' God, arndof their Salvation. 

He that hath an Ear to hear, let him hears 


Miſerable Soul ? | 
Here Is that Liſe and Light, and Love, In every 
tr%e Believer, but eſpecially in every Feitbfs! 
Miniſter of Chrift, which engageth them to 
long and |. bour for your Salvation Life ls com- 
| mnnſcarive and aQRive. It maketh us (enfible 
! that Faith 1s not a F.inrafie, nor true Religlon a Stage: play, 
| nor our hopes of our Eternal Happincſs a Dream, And as 


| we defire nothing more for our ſever, than to have more 


| of the Holy Life which we have, alas in ſo ſmall a meaſures 
; fo whar is ſt thar we ſhould more Cdefire for others ? With 
| the eyeof an lofallible ( tho too weak) Falth -we ſee the 
| Heaven which you negle&, and the bleſſed Souls In glory 
; with Chriſt, whoſe Companions you might be tor ever: 
| We ce the multirade of Souls in Hell, who came thither 
| by the ſeme way that ycu are gelvg in. Who are ſhut out 
| of the pglotlovs preſence of God, and are now among thoſe 
| Devils that deceived them,remembring that they had their 
| good things here, Labe, 16 25, Ard how they ſpent the 
| Day of their Vifitation, and how light they once ſer by 
| God, by Chriſt, by Heaven, by Mercy, whilfi Mercy was 
| an earneſt Solicirour, for thelr Hearts 3 And with our 


Ly 


| Bodily Eyes we ſee at the ſame time, abubdarice of poor 
| 
| 


fianers Iiying about vs, 83 It there were ne God,no Chiift, 
| | Ie | as 


; _ An Epi}letothe 
no Heay:n, no Hell, tro ji9zmentr, nogy nor no death to be! | 
expected, as if a Man were but a maſter beaſt to rule the! | 
' ref}, and fred npon them, and periſh with them, And if! {| 
jt were your own caſe, to (ce what Sonls do in Heaven 
and Hell, and ar once to ſes how unbelievingly, carelcfly. 
abd fenfeleitly moſt men live on Earth, as If there were ng 
ſach diftzrence In anothcr World ; would/fr norferm a; 
pitiful fight io you? If you had once ſeen the Five Brethren 
of Dives on Eifth, earing, Erinkirg, laughinp,and merry, 
cloithed and fairing daily with the beſt, and at the ſame: 
time ſeen their Brothers Soul in Hell, begging Io vain for: 
a little caſe, and wiſhing in vala that one from the dead: 
might go warn his Brethen, that they come not to the 
Place of rorment,wonld it nor ſeem to you a pitiful fight? 
Weuld nor picy have made you think, { 15 there xo way to + 
open theſe Gentlemens (yts? No way t0 £rquaint them what is 
btcome of their Brother, and where Lazarus 3s, and whether 
they thewſelves are going? No one driveth or ſorceth thim to 
"Hell, and will thiy gothithtr of themſeives ?" And is there 
0 way to flop them or hep them back ? | Did you bur (ce 
your ſelves whar we ſec by Faith ( belicving God ) and 
at once beheld rhe Satnts In Heaven, the loſt diſpairing 
Souls in He!l, and the ſenſcleſs ſenſual fizners on earthithat 
yer Will 1zy none of this ro hearr, ſure it would make you 
wonder at th- fiupidity of Mankind, Wovid you no ſay, 
O what a Deceiver }|s tne D-vell, that can thus lead on 
ſouls to thetr own damnation? -O what a cheater Isrils 
tranfirory World that caod #«þ:2 men ſo forget the World ta 
where thy muſt live for ever! O what zn Enemy is thii th 
fleth, thar thus draweti: down mens Souls from God ! 0 m» 
what a beſoriing thing is fin that turneth a reaſonable ſoul fs} 
into worſe than a beaſt! what a Bedlam is this wicked 1« 
world, when thouſands are ſo bufily labourtog ro nnde be 
themſelves and others, and gratifying rhe Devil, againſt the th 
God8:$aviour who would pivc them cverlaſting bleſſed life ell 
Ard as we have ſuch a {tight as this by Faith to make ſet 
Us piry you, ſo have we ſo much taſte of the goodneſs of So 
God, the {wetneſs of his waysyand the heppineſs of belles to 
vers, as mvſi needs make us wiſh that you had but once foi 
tricd the ſame delights which would turn the pleaſures ol 


fin into dereftation, God knowcth that we defire nothinj £0 
| molt 
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uUnconverttd Reader: 


| mare for our ſelvts than the perfeion and Eternity of this 
| Holineſs and Hepineſs which we belzeve «nd taſte, And 


ſhould we not deſire the ſame for you ? | 
And being thus moved with neceſlacy pity we 2tk of God 


What he would have uy to do for your S:ivation, And he 


hatch told us In Scripture that the preaching of his Goſpel, 


- to 8c2uzinc you plainly with the truth, and earnefily and _ 
| frequently fatreat you ro turn from the fi:!h end world to 


God by J:fos Chit, is the means with which his graces | 


\ ready to concur for your Salvaiton; when obfiioate refiſe 


ſtance czvſ:th the Holy Sphiie co forſake the finner, and 


| leave him to himſclf, ro follow his own Counſels, Luſts and 


Wilks: | 
fn this hope we undertook rhe Sacred Miniſiry,end gave 


«Pour ſelves to this grear 3nd moſt 1mporrant work, In 
| the great ſenſe of our unworthineſs, bur yet jn the ſcoſe of 


your Souls neceſſity, we were not: ſuch Fools at out firſt 
ſerting qut, as not to know Ir muſi be a life of labour, ſelf- 


_ denya{ind patlence, and the Devil would do his worſt te 


hinder us, and that all ſorts of his inſtruments would be 
ready to ſerve him againfil our Lahours, - and againſt your 


' Souls, Chriſt our Captain ſaved by. Pettent Congueſt, . and 


fo muſt we (ave our ſelves and you: And fo mult you ſave 


Jour ſelvts nnder Chriſt, if ever you be ſaved, Jt wasno -* 


firange thing ro Pex/ that bonds and affiiciions did cvery 


Where abide him, nor did he accouur his liſe dear thar he 


might finiſh his courſe with joy and the Miniftry committed 
to him by the Lord, As 20. 23, 24. It was no firange 


| thing to him to be forbidden to preach to Gentiles that thiy 


might be ſaved, by ſuch as were fling up tye meaſure of their, 


; fins, and were under Gods xtitrwoſt wrath on carth, i Theſe 
| 1Se 16; Devils and Pharifces and moſt where they came, 
; both high and low, were againſtthe Apofiles preaching of 


the Goſpel, and yet they would not ſacrilegiovſly and cru 


| Clly break thelr Covenant with Chriſt, and perfidioufly de- 


ſert the Souls of Men, even as their Lord for the love of 
Souls, d1d cal! Peter $eten, that would have tempred him 


| to ſave his life and fleſh, inftead of making It a ſacrifice 


for cur (ins, Mat, 16. 33. 
What think you ſhould move us to undertake a calling ſa 
contrary to our fleſhly eaſe and latereſtsz? Ds we 18t bnow 
the 


we An Epiſile to the | 
the way of Erſe and Honour; of Wealth and Pleaſures a5 | ( 
well az others ? And have we not fleſh as well as others ? | ; 
Conld we nor be content that the Cup of reprorch, and! , 
ſeorn, and fluider, and poverty, and labours might paſs. 
from us, If it were not for the will of G24 and your Sziva-, 
8lon ? Why ſhould we love to be the loweſt and trodden. 
down by maligneor Pride, and counted as the filth of the 
World, and the Officouring of all things, repreſcoticd ro} 
Rulers whom we honour, as Schiſmaticks, diſobesdicnr, 
turbulent, unruly, by every Church aſurper, whom we re» | 
fuſe to make a God of; Why give you pot cyerthis preach, | 
of the Goſpel, at! the will of $arav, that Is for the e- 
verlaſting ſaf:1ing of y5u7 Sox's, under the pretence of ma-. 
Kin xs ſafer ? Is nor ali this that you may be converted and | 
favcd 2? If we be herein bcfides our ſelves, it Is for you, 
Could the words of the ſgnorant or prond, have perſxaded | 
us that eſther your wants and dangers are (ſo inconfiderable, : 
or your other ſupplies and helps ſafficient, that our Jabours 
had been ecelery to you, God knoweth we ſhould have. 
-Teadily obzyed the fencing ſorts of Paſiors, and have be- 
taken us tofome other Land where our ſervice had been 
more neceſſary, Let ſhame be the hypocrires reward, who 
taketh nor the ſaving of ſouls, and the picaling of God, 
for a (ufficleart reward, withcur Eccleſiaſtical Digoities, 
Preferments, or Worldly wealth, f 
_ I have told you but motives, Thave rold you our bufontſs | 
and the cerms of our undertaking. It is God and you finners, 
. Tharyexec muſt rel] us what our enrectalament and ſucceſs 
fhall be. Shall ir till be negleR and unthankfal eencemp!, 
and ruining eway youg car and heart, and ſaying, we have 
ſomewhat cilc ra mind ? Will you ſtil be cheated by this. 
deceiving world ? And ſpend a'l your days in pampering 
your guts,eod providing for your f]:hthat muſt Ile rotjog. 
very ſhortly )n a grave? Were you made for 60 bitter work! 
than this? May not we bring you co (ome (oboe thoughts 
of your condition, nor one awakned look bet the worid 
where you muſt be for ever?Nor one heare raifivg thought 
of the everlaſting glory ? Not one heart plercing thought 
of all yaur Saviours love, nor one tear for all your ſinful- 
fives ? O God forbid, Ler not our labour be ſo diſpiied: | 
Let not yeur God, your Saviour, and your Souls: be: 
{ct 
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© nithiivertd Reader. 
ſer fo light by; O let there be no prophane perſon 


| among yon like Eſavy, who for oze morſe! ſold hls blrth- 
| right, | 


Poor finners! Wetalk not to you as on a ſtage In cufto= 


; mary words, and becauſe that ta)king thus was our crade; 


We are in as good earneſt wirh you as if we ſaw you all 


' murdering your ſelves, and we are perſwadiong you to 
| fave your lives. Can any man be in juft with you who 


believerh God ? Who by faith foreſeeth whither you are 


' going, and whar you loſe , and where the game of fin 
will end? [is little better to jeft with you now in Palpir 


or in private, than co ſtand jeſilng over your depart- 
ing ſouls, when at death yoy are breathing oxt your 


| laſt, | 


" Alas, with ſhame and prief we do co1fets that we never 


; ſpeak to youof theſe things ax their cruth and welghr de- 
| ferve, nor with the ſkill and wiſdom, the affe&ion and 
' fervency which beſcemerh me engaging in the ſaving of 


or ſon!y. Bat yer you may perceive that we are in good 
adneſs with you, ( For God fs fo ) What elſe do we fiudy 
for, labour for; ſuffer for, live for? Why elſe do we [o 
much trouble our ſelyes, and rronble you with all this ado, 


; and anger them that would have had us filet? For my own 


art. .1 will make my free confeſſion ro you to' my ſhame 3; 
har I never grew cold and dol!,and pitileſs ro the ſouls of 


; others, till 1 firft grow too cold and careleſs of my own 


( unleſs when weakneſs or fpeeularive fiudics conl me, 
which I muft confeſs they often do, ) We vever caſe pity- 
ing you till we are growing too like you, and ſo have need 
of pity our ſelves. 

When, through the Mercy of my Lord, the proſpe& of 
the World of Souls which 1 am going to, hath any power» 


| fulcperztion on my (elf. Othen { could ſpend and be ſpent 


for others. N35 words are too earneit.no labour too grear, 
no coſt roo dear, the frowns and wrarh of maligoant op- 
poſers of the preaching of Chriſts Goſpel are nothing ro 
me. Bur when the World of Spirits diſappeer,or my Soul 
Is clouded, an4 recelveth nat the vital illuminating influ» 


; enccs of Heaven, 1 grow cold, firſt to my ſelf, and then roo» 


thers; 


Gcme then poor Sitners, and help us who are willlog q 
at 
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 Anzpiſile to the 


_ at any rate tobe your helper:.As we firilt craye Gods help; | 
ſo we next crave yours, Help us, for we cannot ſave you | 
againfi your Wills, nor. {ave you w3i:hdzt your conſent and | 
help. God himſelf will not ſave you without you,: and. 
how ſhould we know that che Devil is againſt ns, and will. 
do his worſt :o hinder us, and ſo will all his Miniſters by | 
what names or thiles {ocver dignified or diſiioguiſhed, Bur | 
all chis is nothing, if you vill bur caue our pares your (elves, 


1 mcan if you will take Chcifls part , and your own, and 
will nor be againſt your felyes, Mco and Devils cannor 
elther help or hinder us in ſaving yo as you may do your 


felves,, lf G:d4 and you be for uz, who ſhall be againſt, 


us ? | | 
And Will yox belp vs? give over firiving zgainſt God, 


add Conſcicace,. give our. fighting againſt Chriſt and his | 
Spirit: Take part no more wh the world and the fleſh 
which in your Baptiſm you renounced. | Ser your heartsto | 
the meſſage which we bringyou. Allow it. your men lhe 
ſober thoughts, ſearch the Scriptures, and ſee. whether the. 


things which we ſpeak be ſo or no. We offer you nothing 
but what we bave reſolvedly choſcp. our ſelves, & that after 
the moit (crions deliberation that we can make. We have 


many a time looked round about us, to know what Is che | 


happinc(s of man ; And had we found better for our ſelves 


we had offered betterto 90x, Ifthe World would have 
ſervcd cur turns, it ſhould have ſerved yours alſo, and we 
would nor have troubled you , with the. taik of another | 
7orld, but it wiilnorz 1am furc It will not ſerve your 


rurns, to make you happy, nor {hall you long make that 
ſorry (elf-deceiving fhifc with ft as now you do. 


But {f you will not cþ;jxbof theſethings, if you will nor vſe the | 
reaſon of men, alas what can we do to ſafe your ſouls? O! 
pity them-Lord, that they. may pity themſelves, Have 


mercy on them, that they may have ſome more nieicy on 


themſelves, Help them that they may help themſelves and 


us, If you ill refuſe, will not your loſs be more than oxrs! 
If we loſe our labour ( which to our ſelves we ſh:ll nor J 
if we loſe our hopes of your Salvation, what is this to your 
evcrlattirg loſs of Salvation lt ſeit? And wit is our ſufs 


ferings for your {akes, la compariſon of your cndle(s ſuffers 
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A  _ gntonurrted Render. jo 
P5 | BatO, this is ic that breaketh our hearts, that we leave” 
1 | you under more guile than'we found you; and when we have 
| laid our life and labour to ſave you, the impenitent ſouls + 
TL muſt have their palns increaſed, for the reſufing of theſe 
| Calls, And thar it will be part of yGur Hel! to think for 
| 7 | ever how madly you refuſed our Counſel,and what pains & 

' coft and patience were uſed'to have ſaved you, 8all tn vain: ' 
' Ic will be ſoit muſi needs be ſo: Chrifi ſaith, i; ſpell be eaſier 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 7udgment, then for the 
4p rejeRers ofhis Goſpel calls. The nature of the thing, and 
i} | the nature of Zufiice certainly tell you that It muſt be 

'1- 10. E 2. 
; ' © torn not ourcomplaints ro God agaloft you : Turn us 
aig | Dor from beſeeching you ro be reconclfed- to Ged, to rel 
th. him you will not be reconciled. Force us nor 16 fay,that 
+ weearneſtly invited you co the Heavenly Feaſt, and you: 
'x, . Would not come. Force us not to bear this Witnei: 2gzioft 
ee ' you, Lord, we corld bave born all our labour and ſifftrings 
9 i for them, much eafelzer, if they would but bave yieldtd to thy 
OS erect, But it was they themſelves that brock our hearts, that” 
"of loft oxr laboxr, that made us preath and intreat in vain: It 
Pe | Was taſitr to preach without mainttzance than without ſucceſts 

o It was thty that were worſe to us then all the Perſerutors im 
ve Ft morld, How oft would we have gathtred them, but they: 
£1 would not, but are nngatbtrrd ſtill ? How many Holy, Fatih» 
Tg fol Minifters have 1 known theſe cleven years laft paſt, who 
' | have lived In _pfning poverty and want,and hardly by Che- 
- fi'y por Bread apd Cloathing,and yer if they could bur have 
truty ſxid | Lord the Sermons, which 1 preach privatrly.and 
he 71 danger,heve won meny Souls 10 thee | it would have made. 
| all rheig burden ca(ie:Bur [ tel] che ſenicleſs and impenitene 
| finner,thon that devied(t God thy heart, & them thy Con 
- verſion, which w2s the end of all their labours, haſt dealt 
nd Much more cruelly with them , than they that denied the 

Ltvitts Bread, RES 

yr Poor Slnoers ? Tknow that: 1 am ſpezking all this to 
thoſc that are drad in fin, bur iris a Death conſifting with « 
-\f Natural Life, which hath a Capacity of Spiritzal Liſe Or 
Sg; | clic I would no more ſpeak to you, thay to a ſtone, And I 
know tharyou are blind in fin; But it is a blizdniſs confifling 
za;  Wiibja reaſonable faculty which is capable. of ipifirual 1/%- 
AS MH146207: 
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£2 IE An Epiſtle to-the 
WAtLeN : OrelſeT wonld ro more perſwade you tha 1 


do a Bcaſt, And 1 &rowthir ox are fo the fctters ofyouy | 
own lufts; your wills, your love. your bearts, areturned | 


away from God, and firongly bewitched with the dreams 


und dalliances with the Fleſh and-World. But your wils 


' 


are not ſerced to this Captivity. Surey thoſe wills may be | 


changed by Gods Grace, whea you cleariy ſee ſufficient 
reaſon for tochange them. Kiſe I would as ſoon preach. 


( were I capable ) to Devils and damned Souls. Your Caſe 


Is not yer deſperace, O make it nor defpcrate, There ls 
Juſt rhe ſame hope of your Salvation as there Is of your 
Converſ,0n and perſtvtrance, and no more» Without it there. 
Is ao hope. And withit you are ſafe, and have no cauſe 


xo doubr and fear. Heaven may be yet yours, if you will. 


Nothing but your own Wills, refuſing Chrift and a holy: 


life can keep yo ont, And ſhall that do it ? Shall Hell be. 


0x7 0wn choice? And will you,( 1ſay will you not beſav-» 
ea? 


His Word and ways are geod and equel, Chrifts. Yoke Is 
eafic and hi: Burden Ighr, and his Commandments are not. 


grievous to any, bur ({o far as blindneſs and a bad and backs. 


0 think berter what you do ! Gods terms are reaſarable :: 


werd heart doth make them ſo, You have no true reaſon, 


to be #1w3illing, God and Conſcience ſhall one day te]l you 


und all the World that you had no reaſon for it: You may. 


ms wifely pretend Reaſon to cut your throats, to rorment 


wour ſelves, £5 plead reaſon agairiſt a true Converſion unto. 


God, Were | perſwading you not to kill your ſelves, 1 
would make no queſtion. bur 104 would be perſwaded: And 
yet muſt 1 be hopeleſs when 1 perſwade you from everlaſts 
ing miſery, and not to preſer the world and fleſh bifort 
your Saviour and your God, and before a ſure everlaſting joy! 


| God forbid, 


Reader, I take it for a great mercy of God, that before 
my head licth down In the duſt, and T goto give up my 
account unto my Judge, I haye this Opportunity once more, 
earneſily to-beſpezk thee for thy own Salvation, I beg ir d 
thee, az one that mnſt ſhortly be called away and ſpeak td 
thee Bo more, till we come unto cur endleſs flate, thi 
#hou' wouldſt bur ſomerimes ret)rc into thy ſelf,and uſe che 
eeaſon of a-man, and /ooke before thee whither thou art go 
HR ig 


1 | antonverttd Rtdey. 
1 | Ing; «nd /vob behind thee how they, haft lived, and what 
vw | thou haſt been doing in the World rill now; au\ loot. 
d within thee, whar a caſe thy Souls is in, and whether it be 
ns. ready toenter vpon Eeternl'y, and /ooþ «bove thee what a 
ls Heaven of glory thou doft negle&, and what a God thou 
2e | haſtro be thine Everlifilng F/iexd or Enemy, as thou chooſeſt 
ne and as thou [iveſt, and-that thou art alwayes in hls ſight, 
ch. Yea, and (vob below thee, and think where they are, thart- 
fe. died unconyerted. . And when thou haſt ſoberly rhoughr. 
1s ot all cheſe things, then do as God and true R:«ſon, ſhall 
ur dire thee, And Is this an unreaſonable requeſt? Lappeal 
re. to God,end toall Wife men, and to thine omn Conſcience 
fx when jt ſhall be awakened, 7f Iſpeak gainſt thee, or.if 
11. all rhis be not for thy Good, or ifir be not 'trxe and ſore, 
aly' then regard not what ſay: Tf 1 ſpeak not that meſſige 
be. which God hath commanded his Miniſters ro ſpeak ; theo 
'V- letit be refuſed a3 contemptuoufly as thou wilt. But 3f1: 
ao but In Chriſts name and ſtead, beſeech thee to be recon» 
le: cilled tro God, 2 Cor, 5. 19, 29+ Refule jt ar thy peril:And. 
\ bs H Gods beſeeching thee ſhell not prevail againſt cy fi5ach,. 
10t luſt, thy apperire,. againſt the defires of thy fleſh, againſt 
ke the duſt and ſhadows of rhe World, remember it when; 
ſon. wh fruitleſs cries and horror; thox arc beſceching.himtoes' 
oc I know poor ſinner that F!: is brutiſh;, and luſt and: 
ent appetite have no reaſon. But | know that thox haft reaſon 
nto. thy ſelf which 'was given thee ro over-rule them, and that 
1 He that willnor be a Me, cannot be a Saint, nor 2 Heppy- 
and Aa, Iknowthar thou liveſt in a tempting and a wicked: 
aſt, World, where things or perſons will be dally hindring this. 
fort! But I know thar this is no more to:a man that by: Faith 
foi feeth Heaven and Hell before him, theu a grain of ſand is 
to a Rivgdom or a blaſt of Wind, roone that is fighring or 
fore flying for hls life. Lak. 12.4. O'man? that thou didſi 
my bur know the difference between that which che Devyll and: 
ore, Sin wil] gire thee, if rhou- wile ſelf thy Soul: and Heaven, 
iro! and that which God hath promiled and ſwore to give thery: 
kto if thou wilt hear: ily give vp thy felfrohim. I krow thay 
that Mmayeſi poſſibly fall: Into Company ( ar leaſt among tome 
the fors and dronkard ) thar will tell rhee,all this Is burcroublee 
| g0 fome preciſcaels, and making more ado than needs, But 
iop I: 


I | |" Tribe of Levi { or: rather of C4z1, ) deriding thus Serious 


4 An ApiAle to the a 

_ I know withal what thac man deictverh, who wel} believe a | 
Fool before his Maker. ( For he can be no benter than a | 
miſerable Foe!,that will contradi and revile the'Word of: 
God,cven the Word of Grace that would fave Mens ſouls) 
And, alas, ir is poflible rhou mayeſft hear ſome of the- 


Godlineſs as mere Hypocraſie, & Fenaticiſm,and Self,conceiteds 
meſs: As If you muft be no better than rhe Devils ſlaves,|cſt_ 
. you be Proxd in thizking rhar you are better then they; That 
15, you muſt go with chem to Hell, | Icft, in Heaven be. 
hoag Hypocrites for thinking your (elves happier than 

CYs | p44 

Fney he they whll tell you, thar this ralk of Converſion; 
& fitter for Pagers and I»fidels tohear, than Chriſthans and | 
.Proreftants. Becauſe ſuch Mens big leaks or. Coats may: 
make the poyſon the cafilier zabex down, 1 will intreat thee 
Sur as before God to anſwer theſe following queſtions, or to: 
get them anſwered, and chen- judge - whether bc be they: 
or we that would deceive thee: And whether as Men uſe 
eo te/h againſt Learning thar have zone chewſtives, ſoſuch 
Men prate not «gzInit Conver fon andthe Spirir 'of God, 
becauſe they have no ſuch rhiog the mſeives. * S 2: 

R. 1. Tpray ask thew, whether jr-be a Puritan or Fana- 
xick Oplvion tha; Men mafi dye? And whar all the Pormp,.. 
and Wealth and Pleaſures of the World will ſignifte ro a 
Heprrting Soul? Askihem wherhcr they will Yweon earth, 
for ever, and their merry hoars,andLordly looks will have 
No end? And whether ir be but the conceit of Hypocrites 
and Schiſmatichs, har their Carcaſe muſt be 78:ting fn © 
Sarkſome Grave? : 

Q. 2. Ask them whether..Man have-notian I»mortal 
Soul, and a longer life tolive when this Is ended ? Lyke-. 
C42, 4t. | | n 

Q 3. Aik them wherher: reaſon requlre not every man-. 
20 think more ſeriouſly of the place or flare where he muft. 
be for ever, than ofthar wherehe muſt be for a lictle while, 

_ and from whence he 1s poſting day & night?&wherher it be- 
not wiſer to lay up our treaſure where we muſt flay, than 
where we moſt nor ftay but dally Jook zo be called away and: 


—=—m_ we wa} 9 © = % % 


a—_ os ww wwe. 164 wm os AAw- 


||| - never wore tobeſecn 68 -Eerth? Mat, 6, 19. 20, 2 C09. 4 


a6, 17, 18, and 5+ I: 2+ 3.6, 7 $4 | 
Q. 4 5h. 


cnconverted Reader. 
9. 4. Ak them. whether God ſhould not he loved 


.! with all our heart, and {oul,and might ! 3441.22.29, And 
 wherher ir be nor the mark of nngoily mitcerant, to be & 
| lover of pleaiure more than God, 2 Tim. 3. 4, and a lover 
: ofthis World above him? x Joh. 2, 15, 16. And whether 
\: we muſt not /eeb firſt Gods Kingdom and hls R:ghteonſneſs, 
| Mat, 6.33. and leboxr moſt for the meat that never periſhety,.. 
' Toh. 6. 25, Ard ſtrive to enter in at the ſiralt gate, Luk. 
' 13- 24And give «ll diligence to make our calling and elttion - 
| ſur e? 2 Pet. I. i, 


29. s. Askihem whether whhour Holineſs any ſhall ſee 


' God? Heb' 12. 14; Mats 5. 8. Tit. 2. 14+ And whether: 
+| the carnal mind is not enmity to God) and to be _—_— 
| minded js nor death, and to be ſpiritnally minded, lifE: 


and peace? And whether if you live" afrer the flefh:you: 


' thall nor dye, aid be condemned? and they ſhall live and. 


be ſaved that walk after the Spirit ? And whether any mat 
be Chrifts rhat hath not his Spirit? Rom. 8. 1s 5, 64:98. 9. 

©, 6: Asb rhem whether any man have a Treaſure in 
Heaven, whoſe heart is notthere? Mat. 6; 21 And whether 
this be not the difference berweer the wicked and the 


» | godly, that the firft do make their Bellies- their Gods, and 
.' mind carthiy things, and are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt 


( though perhaps nor is name; ) and the latter have theer 
Converſation in Htaven, and being riſen with Chriſt do [reh 
and ſet ther affetizons on things above,and not on things that 
&re 01 earth,. t6 which thiy are as dated, and thtir life 3s hid: 
( or out of ſight ) with Chriſt in God, till Chrift afprcr, 
and then they ſhel appear, ( even opeiily to all the world ) 


; With bim in Glory, Phil. 3, 18, 19, 20. Col. 4+ 1. 2: 3 4+ 


4 
o 


D. 7 43k them whether it be credible or ſariable ro 


{ Gods word. or workings, that he that will not give them- 
-._ the fruks ofthe earch without their labour, nor feed and 
. cloath them withour themſelves, will yer b lag them to 
Heaven without any care, defiie, or labour of their own ? 
| Wanen he hath bid him, Czre nor for the one, and called 


for their greateſt Diligence for the other, Z44t, 6. 23, 25 
32* Job. 6. 29. Yea, ask them whether rhele' be not the 


| two firit Articles of all F4ith and Religion. 1, That God 15. 


2: Tha? 
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2. That bt is tht fewarder of them that diligently ſeeb him-Heb, | 


's i 6, 


©. 8. Asþ them, yea «sþ your eyes, your ears, your | 
daily experience In the World, whether all or oft char | 
call themſelves Chriſtians, do in good ſadneſs thus live to-. 
God in the Spirits, and mortifie the tleſh: with its affeRlons,,. 


apd luſts, and ſee firſt Gods Kingdom and Righteouſneſs, 


love him above all, and lay up treaſure and heart in Heaz | 
yed: 'of rather, wherher moſt be not lovers of the World, | 


and lovers of plezfures more than God, and \ive not after 
the flcſh; and mind nor moſt the things of che fleſh?E men- 


tion'not now the druukards, the fl:ſh-pleaſing Gentlemen, | 
that live io Pride, Fuineſs and 1dleneſs, and Sport,end Play'' 
away thelr precious time, nor the filthy Fornicator, nor : 
the mercileſs Oppreſſors, nor the malignant haters of @ 
golly life, nor the perjured perfidſous betrayers of mens. 
Souls and of the Goſpel, or of thcjr Countries good, not 


ſuch'other men of (cared Conſcience, whoſe miſcry none 


a aw vw@zO4ia 


queſtioneth, bur ſuch as are blind and miſerable; Ir 1s nar: 


rhefe only I am ſpeaking of, but the common, worldly, 
fleſhly, and ungodly ones .. | 
D. 9. Asþ them whether the newt of a Chriſties will 


ſave any ol theſe ungodly perfons ? And whether God will 


Ilke men the better for lylng and calling themſelves Chrif- 


tlans, when they are none indeed? And? whether they. 
dare preach roche people that a Chriftian Drunkerd, or « 


Chrliiilan Fornica:or,vr Oppreſlor, or a ChriftianWorldlinog, 
needeth no Converſion. 


2 10 4iþ rhem whether they ſay not themſelyes har: 
H+pocrifte is a great aggravation of all other fin? And whe-, 


ther God hath nor made the Hypecrites and #5belivers to be; 


the ſtandards in H1/? Lb, 25: 51, And whether ſeeking} 


to abuſe God by a Mach Religion. do mabeluch felfe ChriRi-! 
41s better than the poor Heethens andInfadels,or much worſe? 
Ard whether he be not an Hypecrite thar profeſſeth to be 4 
Chiiſtien, and a Servant of God, when he |s zone, x07 will 
be } And whether he that &yoweth his Maſters will,and doth 
zt not, ſhall not have the ſoreſt ſiripes, or puni(ament, Lak, 

10. 47, : ; 
Q. Tt. Atþ them whether in their Bepriſm( which | 
their Chriſtaing as a Covenant) they did not Ka” "_ 
Iclh; 


u1converted Reader; 


, | fleſh, the World and the D:vil, and vow and deliver vp 
' theſhſeIves ro God, their Father, their Saviour and their 
' Sartifier ? And whether all or moft men perform this 
vow? And whether a perj.ired Covenant breaker agalnſt 
-. God, is fi:ter for Selvatien chan ent that never was Baptizz 
ed 


Q 12+ 4;þ them whether the holy x4tuve of God be 


| nor (o con:rary to ſin, 38 that it is Bls(ſphemy to ſay thax 
' he will bring to flecaven, and into the Beſom of his 
' | eternal delights «37 wnboly anrenewed Soul, 1 Pet. 1. 15. 


Q: 13- Ak them why jr was that Chriſt came 72:s the 


'| world? Whether It was not to ſave his people from their 
| Sins, Mt, 1, 21 And to defiroy the works of the Devil, x 


Feb. 3: ®. And to purifie to himſelf a peculiar people, 


| Zealous of good works, Tit. 2. 14- And to bring home 
'' Rtraying ſouls to God, Like. 15, And tobe the way to the 


Father, 7ob. 12 6. And whether Chrift will ſave that Soul 


- that is converied by him, and ſaved from hls fins? Or 


whether it be the dead lmege only of « Crucified 7eſus 
that bs all their Savioxrs, while they will have no more of 
tim. 

Q 14, 4:k them why they B:lieve, and were Bap I7ed 
into the Hely GhoB, and whether a Man can enter into the + 
Kingdom of Heaven, that is not born of the Spirit as well 
az of Water, Job. 3 3 5.6, And that it Is.not converted, 
and begins not the world as It were new, in a teachable, 
traRable newveſs of life, like a llitle child? Math, 13, 3. 
And whether jt be not a certaſn truth, that, If any men 
have not the ſpirzt of Chriſt the ſame is-nont of his, Ram, 8, 

Q' 15, Ask them why Chriſt gave the world ſo many 
warnings of the daranableneſl of the Phariſees Aypocri foe, if 
Hypocritical Chriſtians may be faved, And whar were theſe 
Phariſces? They were the Maſters of the Jewiſh Church: 
The Rebbies chat muſt have b3gh places, h7gh titles, and ce- 
remonies, formal garments, asd muſt be rezverenced of all, 
Thar give God Lipzſcrvice without the hears, and male 
void his Commands, and #e'ſbipprd Rim in valo, reaching 
for D»frines the Commenaments of men, and fritiy rythe 
the Mlat and Cummio, while lovcly Mercy and Juſtice 
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| An Evifile to the | . 
were paſt by? Who worſhipped God with an abundance ofj mt 
Cercmont's ata! bulld the Tombs, and garnifhed the Se- {Ci 
puichres of the Saints; while they killed and perſecuted | 
thoſe that did imitate them, and hated' the living Saints, | He 
and honoured the dead, They were the bittereft encmles:1 
and murderers of Chriſt on pretence that he was a Blaſphe. th 
mer,and a (editious enemy of Ceſar and the common peace, if | 
and one thar ſpike againſt the Temple , They were the |! 
greateſt Enemies of the Apoſiles; and filencers of rhofe |” 
thae preached Chrifis Goſpel, and perfecuted them that fr: 
called upon his name. And had theſe no need of Convers fo 
ſion; bectuſe they could ſay, God Is our Father ( whea the | be 
Devil was their Father, Fob. 8. 44- ) and that they were |#4 
Abrahams Seed? And are not Hypocritical Ghriftians, | 
Drunken Chriftizns, FornicatiogChriftians, Carnal, World- [th 
ly Infidel Chrifttans, (the contrediftion Is your own ):| 
Perſecuting Chriſtians, Falſe-named Hypocritical Chriſtians, | Io 
as bad yea worſe as they abuſe a more excellent prof: fſion? 
Mat. 15; 7, 8. a0d 23 and 22:18, and 6, 2, &c. Lyke 12: 3 
Is 

D. 16. Doth nor the Holy State of Heaven require Hole | 
nes jn ail char ſhall poſſeſs it? Can an unholy ſoul there ſee |? 
and love, and praiſe and delight in God forever, and in P 
the boly ſociety and employment of the Saints ? Rev. 21. tt 
27. I's he not liker a Mahometen than a Chriſtian,that look- |? 
eth for a $tnſuel and unholy Haven ? Bn ho 

9. 197, Whats the difference between the Chyrch and 1 
the World I: not the Church a holy Soclety of Regenerare. 
fouls Yea the ChyYco viſiile, Is only thoſe that jo Baptiſm! 
vew holineſs and projeſs tr: Look thoſe hypocrites in the | 
face and'{ce whether they do not bluſh, when they repeat | 
in the Greed. 1 belzeve in the Holy Gboſt, 1 believe in the | . 
Hoiy Catholick Chavch, and the Communion of Saints, who | ; 
ſhall have the foYgiventcſs of ens, and life everlaſting ? Aſk 
them whether they men bely Adviterers, bg!y worldlings, ! 
boly perqured perſons ? aſk them whether they mean a Come 
munion of 5aints in a Tavern, ina Play boxſe, Ina Gaming | 
bouſt, in a whore bouſe,or a jefting, canting ſtage=play Come | 
munto.i? If rhe Church be holy, be holy If you will be ofthe. 
Church: Ifir be a Communion of Saints, make ir not a 
communion of Swine, and make nor Saints and thelr Com- 

- munion : 


Ho unconverted Reader. | 
>» of {munſon ſeem odlous either for their Infirmitles or their 
ge. crolancls to your carnal interefls or conceits; : 
ed Q- 18. Ak them whether . there be a Heaven and a 
ts, | Hel or not? If vor, why are they pretended Chriſtians ? 
feg If there be, will God ſend one man. toHeaven, and anoe 
ne. ther to Hell, to /o va}, ſo amazing a diffcrence of States 
ce, | iſthere be no great difference between them here ? If Holi- 
he [neſs nc more difierericed Chriſtians from others, than ſay» 
ofe ing « Sermon ar ſaying over 4 Prayer, doth difference one 
ar from an [nfide}, where were the 7uffice of God, In ſaving 
+12 [ome and damnivg others ? And what were Chriſtsanity 
he better than che Religion of Antonne Plats, Socrates, Sente 
re (64, Cicero, Plutarch, Ifnrt much worfe ? Go into Londen 
ns, (ſtreets, and when you have talk"1 with !3vizg pradent Men, 
14. [then goto the Painters ſhop and ſee & comly Piftare, and to 
n ).|the Looking: glaſs and ſee the appearance of each Paſſinger 
ns, | a glaſs, and to the perriwig. ſhops and ſet a weoden-Ltad 
202 with «4 perriwig upon the Blok, and you have (cen ſome» 
|», thing like the difference of a Holy Sexl, and ofa dead and 

and dreſſed formal Aypocrite, Plal, 23, 29, 7 
Ji. - &: 19, Ak them whether Kings and all. min make not 
ſee (a grear difference berween manand man; the loyal and: 

|peifidious, the obedicnc and the diſobedient ? And whe- 
1, [ther.they difference 8or ihemſclres between a Friend and 
þ. a Foe, onethar lorcth them. and one that robbeth, | heat- 

'  erh or Would kkil them ? And ſhall-not the moſt. holy God 
ng. | make more-diffccence berween tile righteous and the wice 
2s ked? Mel 3, 19. 18. STAY 
ſm.  Q 20. Bur If they are dead in every polnt (aye carnal 
he Intereſts, ask chem whether they are Preachers or Pricfis ? 


-zr | And if Couverfion and Holineſs be a necdle(s thing, what 
by | uſe they themiclves are of? And why the Country muſt be 
ho | {Troubled with them, and piy them Tythes, and owe 
; them reverence? When theie twenty Queſtions are well 
anlwered, conclude that you may be ſaved withoxt 
\ Converſion. - | 
\s, Butt poor Sou), thou art fully convinced, - and atkeft 
& | what ſbaxld | do ta be Converied ? The Lord make the 


he | Wi ling, andſave thee from bypogrificey attd 1 will quickly - 
ip tell thre ln few wirds, | x 

| + b. Givt not. over | ſober thinking- of theſe things, ill thy 
= 4 Heart be chavged, P/al.1'9, $9» 2, 
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A, Epifile to the 
2. Cont to Ch'ift, and rake him for thy SavTour, thy 
Texcher, thy King, and he will pardon all that's paſt, and: 
ſave thee, Joh, 1. 12. and 3, 16. and 5s. 4o. 1 Joh, 5, 
It. 12. | 
3. Brileve Gods love, and the perdor of /in, and the 6: 
verlafling Fojts of Heaven, that thou mayeſt feet that all 
the pleaſnres of the world and fleſh, are dung in compa 
riſon of the Heavenly delights of Faith and Hope, and holi. 
ly Love, and peace of Conſcience, and ſincere Obedi- 
enc.e | | | C 
4: Sin no more wilſully, but forbear that which thoy 
may forear, 1j4i.' 55. 9. | s 


5. Awey from temptetions, occefions of fin and evi! com tn 


pany, and be a companion of the bumble, bely, bravenly. 
and ſincere, Pla, 119 115. 63. © | 

6 Wait on Gods Spirit 3n the diligent conflent uſe of bit 
own mens: Read, hear, meditate, pray : Pray hard: 
for that grace ther muſt convert thee: Walr thus, and 
m _ not wait in vain, Pſel. 29. and 37. 34+ and 

Pity O Lord and perſwade thefe Souls : Let not Chriſty 
Blood his Do&rine, his Example, his Spirit be loft unto 
them, and they loſt forever, Let not Heaven be as no 
Heaven td them, while they dream and dote on the fſhu- 
dows in the world; And O fave this Land from the greater. 
deſtru&lon than all our late plagues, and flames, and d} 
vifions, which our fins and thy threatoſngs make us fear; 
0 Lord, in thee have we truſted, let us never be confouns 
Cds 


Having thai contribur?d my endeavour fn this preface. | 


19 the furtherance of rhe defign of this excellent Bok ; I! 
muſt tel] thee R-axder, that I toke it for an honour to-com-! 


þ 
[ 


mend (o Miſcuiine a b'rth unto the World: The Mide 


wife of Alex ender or Ariftetle need not be afſhimed of her 
Otfce. - Wao the Author of this Treatiſe was, how he 
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preached, how he lived, how he ſuffered, ( and for. 


what ) and how ht died, his Life and Letters lately prio-: 
red fully rell you, And I carneſily commend rhe reading of 
them to all, bur eſpiclally ro Miniſters, not to rel} them 


wha: men have bren here forbiddento preach Chriſts Gol+ 
ps], and for what, nor what men they are that ſo' many 


yeaſi 


thy 
and 
» $. 


he te 
t all 
Tpa 
heli. 
edi. 


thou 


_  Uiconverted Reader | 
years have done ir, bur to rell you what men Chriſts Mini- 
fiers ſhould be. Butfay not he kill'd blmſelf with exce- 
five labour, and therefore I will take warning, and take 


' my caſe. For 1 H: lived in perfe& health all his days,. 


notwirhiftanding all lis labours, clll afrer his hard and 
long Impriſonmenr. 2, 1: was not the greateſt labours of 
his times of liberty chat hurt him, but his Preaching fix 
or ſeven or eight rimes in a week afcer thar he was ſilence 
becauſe he con'd nor ſpzak to all 1.is people at once? 
make not av ill oc of ſo excelient'exemple, Say not like 
Judas, what nteas this waſt? His labour, his life his 


' ſufferings, his death were not in vain, The ages to come 


110 
penty. 


that read his Life, and read hls Little populac treatiſe, & 
his Ca# to A*chippas ſhallſay, they were not in vain, And 
though he was cat off in the midſt of ils age, and his long- 


; er labours, and more elaborate w:iltrings thus prevented, 
: take thankfully this (mall bur methodical, warm- and ſee 
* glous TraKare, Read ir ſeriouſly, and ft canner be but ir 
' muſt do thee good. 


I amone that have /ooþ: foto Books and Sciences, and 


: Speculations of mavy (orts, and ſeriouf]y tell thee ax a dy= 
' Ing man, that afrer all my ſearches and experience [ have 
: found thar philoſophical et:quires ivto the Divine Arrifices 
+ and the Nature of things, hath among a great number of 
+ wncertalntles, a great many pretty probabliliiles which & 
: Holy Soul can make good ufe of iv admiting God, and may 
+ find ws lawfall kind of iport; but In the morallcics which 
' Athtis count uncertainties the knowledge of God and our 


hopes the doHrine a praRice of Holineſs, Temperance, 


: and Chariry, and Jaftice, and the diligent feeking and joys 
{ Full hopes of Iifc exzrlafiing, is all th: rus Wiſdom, Good 
| Heſs, the Reſt and Comfort of a ſou!l. Whatever be our 
; plea, this is the ſa:i5ſying cert einty. the buſentſs, and the 
| beextiſying improvement of our ſelves, | 


| have done when | have fought to remove a {irtle (can- 


: dal, which I forefaw, tha: 1 fh3uld my (elf write th: prefa- 
- Ceto his Life whereJhimſclf and two of his friends make. 
| fuch a mention of my name, which I cannot owngz which. 
| Will ſeem a praifng him for praiſing me, * cofeſs ir look. 


eth [[-favouredly in me : But I had not the power of other 


| Men wrinings, fand durft not therefore forbear that which . 


Wis. 


| An a Epifile ko the 
Was Fr due, Had 1 dirreted their Pens they ſhoald have 
gone a middle way, and only eficemed me [| a very uns 
worthy ſervant of Criſt, who yerlongs to ſee the peace & 
poſperity of his Church ] and ſhould have forbora thelt 
_ undeſeryed praiſe, as other wen ſhould have done their! 
fN:nderous Libel, Bur if the Readergetno harm by it, 1 © 
aſſuce him the uſe I made ofir was, to lament ther I am re- 
ally |o much warſe than they efleemed me, *arid fear: left | 
ſhould prove, yer worſe than I difcern my (elf; who fre ſa. - 
much fin and weaknefs in my betters, and much more in my, © 
ſelf, as to make j: the conflant ſentiment of (my Soul, that 
PRIDE ofMensG REATNESS, 1s DOM, and. , 
{ 
) 
| 
[ 
| 


GOODNESS, Is the firit parrof the DEUILSI A * 
AGE an mans (onl, and DARKNESS bs the fecond,& 
MALIGNITY the third. ; 


. Richard Baxter. 
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"KEADLR, 
Y J Ow well were it if there were no Wore wnconverttd ones 
among #5, than thoſe towhom this is divefled ? Us 


| converted perſons bow meny are there, but how ſew Uncons 


verced Readers. eſpecially of ſuch Beoks as this before thee? 
A Play or @ Romance better ſuits the lus , and therefore 
Muſt heve more of the eye Eye of ſuch ; what. will cher the 


tvil heart is onlie grateful, not what will thange it. How 


mMenze ert there to whon this is direfitd, who will not know 


' that they we the wen? And bow (little hepe is there that 


: this excellent Treetife ſhould reach its end , with thoſe who 


apprebend themſelves not conceraed in it ? Art not thou one 


of them? Art thox & Convert, or art thou Jet in thy fins? 


bat is Sin? Whet is Converſion? It may be, they cenſl tell 
me neither, and ytt a Convert thox [(ayt/t thoy art, but to 
what pw'poſe is it then libe ts br, for the Servant of God to 
Treat with thee avout this mattcy? Lett him bid thee believe, 


: thoy art « Bulitver ajready; Lit him bid thre repent and 


turn to the Lord that work thou ſajeft is not tow to do What 
C42 there be ſaid to this man that's liÞ: to bring him to good? 
Frierd. know thy {tif yetter, or thou periſheſs without reme-- 


| ay. Thou majtſt pray, but what bepe is there in tby pray « 
. Ing? Thou wayſt rtad, but what bopt is there in thy reads 


ing? Yet ytad on, this litile hope there is; in this Book 
there is Eye ſalve thet may bee! ther of thy blindniſs. In 
this Book there is 4 Glaſs, that will (htw thee thy Face. 


; Doſt they know thine own Face when tho ſeeſt it? Behold 
thy very Image in thoſe marks that are given of an Unconvers 


ted Perſon; Read and conſider them, and then ſay, if thox 


| be not the man, 


Be willing to know thy ſelf, and te know the worfi of thy 


| Caſe ? Wink not at the Light, bid: no: thy {elf from thine 
' Own Soul, Wilt thou never hnow thy Diſeaſe 141! zt be peſt 


My & 


An Epiſtle to the 

Much of our hardeſt wo'h would be aver, if we coxldita 
ſee the ſinners to wham we ae ſent, to be convinced fin-th 
ners. If we world but open the blind ents, there were bapy at 
' We ſhould ſhortly raiſe the dead, | th 
Sizner, of 4 truth, thox art in tvil caſe, Whither theyb! 

know it 07 not; thou art among the dead, and there is but. 
& ſirp butwixt thee and Hell. Thox wilt not believe it thoughtÞ 
zt be told thee, yet once again let me biſeech rhee, come 11,6 
{lll 1 Zbe 'Glaſs that is bere preſented to thee, and narrow!y obs 4 
18 me whether the 'wvery marks of the dead be not found wpon't0 
| ante, (6 
If there be miſcerriage in this frft work, if then wilt not dt 
anderflend thy miſery,” and thy daxger, there is an end of all bo 
hopes conctening thee. hilt (elf ignorance abides upon th 
thee, all the counſels, that are neceſſity for a man in thy V 
caſe, will do thre no good , they art never like to proffer th 
with thee, becanſe then wilt not count them proper for thee, EC! 
who will be prriwaded to ds that which he believes is ala 1] 
ready dene? who will take the Counſel if the Phyſician that J0 
does not think hinſcif fick ?. The man of God may Fpere big J@ 
pains of peiſwaning thee to Converſion , whilſt' they. t 
art confident thox art Converted already, Who will be at *l 
the pains of repentance that concludes be bath repented ? wha: 94 
Will bear the laboxy and the pangs of the new birth, that is *9 
contident he is already paſſed from death to life ? ; dd 
But, Friend, let me « little reaſon with thee; thou art 0 
conſident it is well with thee, yet why wilt thou not yield Y 
£0 thus Much at leaft , to put it to the queſtion, Am I not 
miſtzken ? Thoy axt worſe than mad. if thox thinkeſt ſuch: bi 
& quefiion may not be put. Dofi thes know that thy heart, © 
is felſe and deceitful , and yet becauſe it ſptaks good Con ©! 
cirning thee, wit it not be queffioned whether it ſpeak truth! 141 

07 #0? Be ſo wiſe as to conclude, 1 may be miſtaken; and 

tbxs come to the t:yal whether then art miſc ken or not. P 
And if »pon tryel by the marks that are beſore thee, thou! of 
come to bt andeceived. and jet thy ſelf wrapped wp in that mis: It 
ſery which h:therio ihox wonidſt not ſuFptf , the nixt niwi' Th 
1 ©xpe& to hear from thee 3s. What I muit do to be ſaved 7 L, 
O were it come to that once? Then thox haſt ax axſwer it: ** 
hand in thoſe mans thow wi't find preſcribed thee. And th, 


becanſe they are (ugh £5 1ho8 wilt hardly be perſwaadea " rh Et 
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 Unconverted Reade t. 


xl{tabr In the Motives that follow, and theſe will help own 
inthe Means. Conſider both the one and the other, and if thos 
optdeſt not find the Means proper, and the Motives weighty, 1 
[think 1 ſhall Jo thee no throng if $ tell thee,thok art (till of £ 
hoyblind mind, and an harder beart. 
but The maettty which this little Book comes to Treat with 
vehthee about, is of higheſt importance 5 "Tis & matter of liſe or 
 19,4e41h, If the ſejeſſ the terms upon which Liſe is offtred, 
obs are hard ; confider, 3s it not erder to die? H? is worthy 
pox to die who will loſe bis ſoul toſeve bis labour, If thex con'dft 
ſtep down into the deep, and take a twn or iwo with thoſe 
not damned Soxls who are drenched with fire and brimfione, and 
all bound in everlafiing cheins of Vengeance, and ſhould ask 
pon. them, Now what do you think of the Terms upon which Life 
thy, was offered? Now whet think ou of that Repent ence, of 
er thet Obedience, of that circumſpefiion , ſelſ- denial, and the 
bee, Ereatef ſeverity, which by the GoSpel were impoſed upon you? 
ala Tj you might once again have the ſame Terms grantrd you for 
hat Jour Redemption from this place of Tormest, wonid you yet 
pit ſay, bard Terms) Let me rather die this death for ever, the 
boy. dave ſuch « life | Let me broil in this furnace , rather thes 
ar, eſcape with ſuch diffi ulty ! Should thon ask them thus that 
phy beve felt what *izs to be damned , what anſwer defi thex 
is 8bink they would make? O friend, never again groan nn« 

; der the difficulties of Converfion, 111] thou believe them 
art to be worſe than Hell, But 1 will not farther axizcipet my 
414. worthy Author, 
not Nor is there much need I ſhoxld commend either himſelf or 
ach. bis wwks; for the Author himſelf thox mayeſt et « ſmall 
cart, Charge get acquaintance with him in that Hiſtory of his Liſe 
owl and Death, which is extant; concerning which 1 {hall only 
'#th! ſay, 
and. Sic mihl contingat vivere ficque mori, 

' ,  Mnd for this work of his, what commendation.I [ball give 
they! Of it 3s, would be needed no longer than till thex beſt read 
pie) 3t over, Thox wilt find ſuch wint in it as needs no Buſh. 
£01! This 0ndy I ſhall ſay, 45 far 4s my credit will go, it is «x- 
d 7) ceedingly well worth thy moſt ſerious peruſal; O mayhh thos 
r it bear that vorce, ( ſuch « voice from Heaven there 3s, whether 
And) 3hox hear it or 6) Tolle & lege, Take vp and read. Read 
oſt) Friend, nd read oviy ageins, Arad and anderſiand, une 
kt. —_ #oſiand 
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An Epiſtle to the, ec. "I 
deiſtand ind pray, pray and: conſider, and_ conſent unto bin, 
who by the pen of his Servant calls to thee ſram Heaven, Why 
wilt thon die ? turn and live. O ſuffer this word of inſtris © 
0% and txhortet3on to open thy blind eyes, 1otwn thee fron 
darkneſs to light, ſrom the power of Setan wntd God, that / 
tbon mayeſt receive ſorgiveneſs of fins, and an inheritance 4 
mong them that are ſenfiified., Kr cum ralls fuerls memen- 
ro mel. when it is thus with thee, then prey for 


The Friend and Servant 


of thy Scul, | 7 

x X | —_— 
Richard Alleine: ' 
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(1) 
In, 


"45 SSEDBEESPAADS 
Us An Earneſt Invitation to Sinners to Turn 


ns toGed, in order to their Eternal Salvation 


Early beloved , and longed for, I gladly ac- 
knowledge my ſelf a debtor to you all, and 
am concerned, as I would be found a good 
Steward to the Houfhold of God, to glye to 

wo X every cne his portion, But the phy fician is 
- moſt (olicfe>us for thoſe patients, whoſe caſe is moſt dou. 

* brfull and hazardous 3 and the Fathers bowels are cſplct- 

ally turned rowards his dying Child, The numbers of 

the unconverted ſouls among youz call for my moſt earneſt 

compaſions, and haſty diligence, {ro pluck them out of 

' tkebucalog Jade. 23, and thtrefore to theſe firſt 1 ſhall 
' apply my (zifin theſe lines. | 

But whence ſhall I ferch my arguments, or how ſhal 

I chuſe wy words ? Lord wherewith ſhall I woe them ? 

wherewlth (hail I win them ? Oh, thatT1 could but tell 

I wculd write unto them in tears, 1 would weep out [every 

- . Argnment, 1 would empty my veins for Ink, I would pe- 
. tltion them on my knees , verlly (- were Table ) 1:would, 
. Oh, how thankfull I would be, if they would be pre. 
_ vailed with to repent and rurn ? 

mw How long have I'travalled In bir:h with you ? How fre» 

, quently hays I made ſuls ro you? How ofren would [ 
| have gathered jou? How inftant have T been whh you ? 
' This is that I] have prayed for, and findied for, for many 
; Years, that T might brivg you ro God 3 Oh, that I might 
- bur do ki. Will you. yet be Intreated ? Oh, what a happy 
T6 nan might you make me, if ye would bu: hearken ro me, 
and ſuffer me to carry you over to Jeſus Chrifi ! 
. But, Lord,, how tnſuficient am Iſer this work! Thave 
| been Many & year wooing for ther; but the Damſel would nat 
: £0 with mi; Lo'd what 4 t:5h haſt thou ſet Wit to do? 4a 
| les, wherewith ſaall 1 pirrce the ſcailts of Leviathay; or 
F246 5 | make 
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drifiand ind pray, pray and: conſider, and. conſent unto. bin, 
who by the peu of bis Serwant calls to thee from Heaven, Why & 
wilr thon die ? turn and live. O («fer this word of inſtris © 
t:0n and txhortetion to open thy blind eyes, totwrn thee fron 

darkneſs to light, ſrom the power of Setan wntd God, tha A 


tbon mayeſt rective ſorgiveneſs of ſins, and an inheritance 
mong them that are ſexfiified, Er cum talls fuerls memen- 
ro mel. 77hen 3t is thus with the, then prey for | 


- Dy The Friend and Servant _ | 
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(1) 


bin} ; 
"1 SH PASSSSEEBASSE | 
Ys An Earneſt Invitation to Sinwers fo Turn 


a; to God , feorder to their Eternal Salvation 


Early beloved , and longed for, 1 gladly ac: 
knowledge my ſelf a debtor toyou all, and 
am concerned, as I would be found a good 

| Steward to the Houfhold of God, to glvye to 

wy every cne his portion, But the phy fician is 
: moſt (olicfrous for thoſe patients, whoſe caſe is moſt don. 
 brfull and hazardous ; and the Fathers bowels are cſplcf> 
ally turned rowards his dying Child, The numbers of 
: the unconyverted ſouls among youz call for my moſſt earneſt 
compations, 'and haſty diligence, {ro pluck them out of 
the buralvg Jude. 23; and thtrefore to theſe firſt I ſhall 
apply my([:ifin theſe lines. | 
But whenee ſhall I ferch my arguments, or how ſhal 
I chuſe wy words ? Lord wherewith ſhall I woe them ? 
 wherewlth (hail I win them ? Oh, thatTI could but tell 
I wculd wiireunto them in rears, 1 would weep our ſevery 

_ . Argnaent,, 1 would empty my veins for Ink, I would pe- 
. tltion them on my knees, verlly (- were Table } I:would. 
- Oh, how thankfull I would be, if they would be pre. 
. vailed with to repent and turn? 

— _ How long have I'travalled In birth with you ? How fre- 

; quently hays I made ſuls ro you? How ofren would [ 
F have gathered 10u ? How inſtant have T been whh you ? 

' This is that 1 bavye prayed for, and findied for, for many 
' years, that T might brivg youro God; Oh, that I might 
| but do 1i!, Will you, yet be Inrreated ? Oh, what a happy 

T6 man might you make me, if ye would bu: hearken ro me, 

and ſuffer me to carry you over to Jeſus Chrifi ! 
\ ,, But, Lord, how inſuficient am 1ſer this work! Thave 
betn many 4 year woong for tht; but the *Damſel world not 
| £0 with m; Lod what 4 t:ih haſt rhow ſet Wit to do? 42 
| bes, wherewith ſaell 1 pirrce the ſcailts of Leviathevy or 
BIN 5 | make 


2 Miſt «bts about Conver fion. | ":-2M 
make the blart to feel that is bard as & flone; bard as | 
price of the neither Mileſtone! Shall I go and le) my moni : 
fp the grave, and look when the dead will obty me, an: 
come forth ? Shall 1 make an Oration to the Rocks, or df 
claim to the Meyntains , and think to move them With a 
gaments? Shall 1 give the blind ro ſte? From the beginniy 
of the world was it not btaryd that & man opened the ves (' 
the blind 3 But thoy, O Lord, canft pierce tbe ſcales and priv 
the beart of the Sinner, 1 can but (hoot at routrs, ay! 
drew the bow. at « venture, and do they direct the arrow | * 
2ween the joynts of the barneſs , and bill the fin, and ſa 
the ſoxl of « fiuntr, that cafts bis e908 into theſt labeurs, * || 
But 1 muſt apply my felfto you, to whom I am ſent; | 
yet I am ata great loſs, Woald'to God Iknew how top 
. to work with you ! would Iftick at the pains ? God knoy i 
eth you your (elvesare my witneſſes , how 1 have folloy, 
ed you [o ptivatc, as well as in publick, and bave brough | 
the Guſpel ro your doors, teſtifying to you the necefſi; 
of the new birth, and perſwading you to look In time afte-! 
a ſound and thorough change. Beloved, I have Bot ad] 
ed a part among you, to {erve my own advantage 2 you.'! 
Goſpcl {s not yea, and nay, Hive ye por heard the ſam! 
traths, from the Pulpit, by publlck labours, by privas.' 
letters, and by perſonal infiruRions? Brethren, 1 jam « 
the ſame mind as ever, thar holineſs is the beſt cholce, thi, 
that there 1s no entring into heaveo but by the fircigh,! 
paſſages of the jſecond birth, thar without Holineſs yo | 
ſhall never (cz God, Htb, 22. 14- Ah, my beloved; ' 
refreſh my bowels Io the Lord, if there be any conſolations 
Chrift, any comfort of love, any ſellowſbip of the Spirit, «. « 
bowels and mercies, fulfil you my joy Now give your eli | 
ves ro ſeek him. Now ſet up the Lord Jeſus {n your heat) - 
and ſerhim vp in your houſes: Now come in and þi(s | 
Son, Pſal. 2. 12. and embrace the tenders of mer, { 
Touch hls Scepter and live ; why will youdle? 1 bep nol! 
for wy ſelf z burfaſn I would have you happy $ This | * 
the prize 1 run for, andrhe white I aim ar. My ſoul! 
deſire and praycr for you js, that you may be ſaved, Roy | 
IO, 1. | 
The famous Lycw7gvs , having loftitured moſt flrid all * 
wholeſome Lays for hls peopley told them he was necelly} 
£ 4 


4 * 


& | - Miſtakes abokt Converfoor. 3 
montl tated to go 2 Journey from them, and got them to bind 
ai themſelves in an Oath, that his Laws ſhould be obſerved 
* dt till his return. This done he went Into a voluntary bin 
þ 4. niſhment. and never returned more, chat they might, by 
'#ni1 vertueof their Oath, be engeged to the perpetual obſer« 
Jes ( ving of hls Laws. Me thinks 1 ſhould be glad of the hard 
' pris conditions which he endured ) though I lore you tender 
, 4 1y)o I might bur hereby cxgage you throvghly to cheLord 
w þ Jeſus Chriſt, | 
a fax Dearly bdloved, would you rejoyce the heart of your 
_ ©? Miniſter ? Why then, embrace the Counſels of the Lord 
ſent: by me : forge your ſins: fer to prayer: up with the worſhip 
' to g of.God in your families; keep at a diftance from the 
nov. corruprions of the times, What greater joy to a Minifier, 
olloy, than to hear of ſouls b5rn unto [Chriſt by him, and that 
rough hl: Children walk in the Trath? 2 Joby. 4 | 
cefſii Brethren, I beſcech you ſuffer friendly plaloneſs andl 
e aft: freedom with you in your deepeſt concernments; I am nor 
pt ad playiog the Orator, to make- a learned ſpeech ta you, 
: you, nor dreffing my diſh with {elcquence wherewlth to pleaſe 
» ſam you. Theſe ]ines are upon a welghty crrand indeed, vize 
5r1van, to convince apd convert, and to ſave you, Iamnot baſtiog 
am 0 my hook with Rhetorick, nor fiſhing for your applauſe, 
e, thi, but for your ſouls. My work is not to pleaſe you, but to 
Ireigh, {z7s you ; nor ls It my buſineſs with your fancles,but_ your 
ſs ya heefrs. If I have not your hearts, IT have nothing, If L 
loved; v<re to pleaſe your ears, I could ,fing another ſong, If L 
tion Were to preach my ſelf, 1 would ſteer another courſe; FE 
ir, 0. could then tell you a {moother tale ; 1 would make vou 
ir ſel} Pillows, and ſpeak you peace, for how can Abb love this 
heart Hiceqeh that alwayes propheſies evil concerning him? . 
bis th; Kin. 22. 8, But how much beerer are the wounds of a 
mer, Friend, than the fafr ſpeeches of the Hirlor, who flatte- 
ep 00 T<th with her lips, till the Dacr firſke thraugh the liver, 
This | 22d hunterh for che precious life ? Prov. 9. 21. 22. 23 
7 ſoul! #nd Prov. 6, 26, If I were to quiet a crying infare, FX 
|, x08 Plght fing him to a pleaſant mood, and rock him aſleep. 

Bar when the Child is fallen into the Fire, the parear 
i& an{ 1#kes another courſe; he will ror go to filll him with a 
neceſſi fong or trifle. | know if we ſpeed not with you, you are 

rare loft, 11 we cannot ger your conſent to ariſe and come a- 

"1 B 2 way 
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way, you periſh for eyver- No Converſion, and no Sf 
ok 1 muft get your good will, or leave you miſe/a 
ranie. ; 

But here the difficulty of my work agalo recurs opat | 
me. Lord chooſe my [ion:s out of the Rock, 1 Sam, 19. 40 

45: Icomtin the neme-of the Lord of Hofts, the God of the An t 
Maes of liracl, I come forth. like the ſtripling Goliah, 1! 
wreſtle, not with fleſh ex9 blood, but with Principalities Pl: 
Powers, and the Rulers of the derkniſs of this world, Eph 8 
G. 12, This day let the Lord ſmite the Phbiliſtine, aud ſpoil © 
the Frong man of his Armour, and give me to fetch off 1% 
captives oxt of his hand, Lord chooſe my words, chooſe u 
weapons for me, and when I put my band into tht bag, ant 
zabe thence « flone, and fling it, do thou carry it to the mol 1 
and make it fink, not into the forehead, 1n Sam- 17. 44) 
but the heart of the unconverted finner, and ſmite bim to tl 

groxnd, with Saul in bis ſs beppy fell, Aﬀs. 9. 4+ Thi ( 
beſt ſent me; a5 Abraham did Ellezer', to teke « wiſe u \ 
'to 1) maſter thy Son, Gen. 24 4. But my diſcouraged [uf 
Is ready 20 fear the women will not be willing to fellow m 
O Lord God of my Maſter, 1 prey thee ſind me good ſpeed ti, Þ 
day, and ſhetw kindueſs to my Meſitr , and ſend thine Ang t 
before me, and proſper my way, that 1 may tehr « wife unto 1] © 
fox, Gen. 24. 12, That es the ſervant refled not till be bu A 
broxght Iſaac and Rebekah together, ſo 1 way bt ſucceſsfullt ( 
brine Chriſt ena the ſouls of my people together, bejore 1 

ko | Eos n 


Byr I turn me unto you. Some of you do not kno # 
what I mean by converſion, and in vain ſhall 1 perſiwad: 4 
you to that which you do not underfiand, and mer 
for your (akes, I ſhall fkew what this converſion is. Othe! P 
do cheriſh ſecret hopes of mercy, though they contluue,| 
they be; and for them 1rmuſt ſhew the neceſſity of Ci 
verſion, Others are like to harden themſelves with a vt 
conceſt, that they are converted already, unto them| 
muſt ſhew the marks of the yncenverted. Others becas * 
they feel no harme, fear nore, and fo ſleep upon the tt * 
of the maſt; tothem ! ſell ſhew the miſery of the waconut © 
ced, O:hers fir filll, becauſe they ſee not their way out © 
ro them I ſhall ſhw th: mers of converſion, And fin. 
for the quickening of all, I ſhall cloſe with the motives! 
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C1}: Chap. I. Shtwing, the Negative what Converſion 3s mr, 
miſe/and correfting ſome miſtakes about 31. 


vpa 3 ET the blind Semerateins worſhip they know pot 'whar 
' 40, Fob. 4+ 22. Ler the Heathen Atheniens ſuperſcribe 
ze 41. their Altar unto the unknowen God, Aﬀs, 37. 23. Let 
h, © the gnilefull Papiſis commend the mother of fdefiru&ſon, 
es ax; Hoſ, 4- 6, for the mother of deyotions they that know 
Eph mans couftiturion. and the nature of the reaſonable fouls 
ſpajj operation cannot but know rhar the vttderfitanding have 
f th iog the Empire In the ſon!, he that will go rationally ro 
ſe x work, muſt labour to let in the lighthere. Tgnorentis for 
a1. eſt conſenſus. And therefore thar yon may nor miftake me, 
$4] I ſhall fhew you what 1 mean by the converſion I perſwade 
, 4{ you to endeayour after. 
to tf Iris ſtoried, char when Jupiter let down the golden: 
Thi Chaplets from Heaven, all of them bur one were ftolens: 
fe n Whereupon (' left the y ſhould loſe a relique of fo great ee 
{ | fleem ) they made five others fo like It, that if any were 
w n {o wickedly minded, asto fieal that alſo, they ſhould nor 
4 th] be able to diſcern which was ir. And truely my beloved 
Ang the Devil hath made many counterfeirs of chis Converſion 3. 
xs (| and cheats one with this, and another wih that 3 and (uch 
ze 4 a craft and artifice he ;hath, io this miſtery of deceſts 
;fallt ( thar ific were poſſible Y he would deceive the very E- 
ren led, Now that I maycure the Gamnable miſtakey of ſome 
whe-think they are converted when they are nor, as well 
kno 33 remove the troubles, and fears of others, that think they 
{wad are not converted when they are 3 { ſhall ſhew you the 
re fo Dature of converſion , both negailyely,or what itls nor, and 
Ih poſitively whar It ls. 
nuet We wlll begin with the Negative, | 
f @ 7+ It 25 not the taking 8n us the profefoan of Chrifttanity; 
2 " Doubtleſs Chriſtianity is more than a name. If we will 
hen! Þcar Pax[lr lies not fn word, butin power, x Cor2-4. 20 If 
zecay £0 ceaſe to be Jews and pagans, and to pur on the Ctriftian” 
he i Pcoſeilion, bad been true Converſion, (+ as this |s al), 
cox that fome would have to be underfiood by ft-) who ber- 
; ou! (er Chrifilans than they they of $erdis and Leodicta? 
final! Theſe were all Chriſtians by profeſſion, and had a 
wal B. 3 Nam - 
Chi 


|, name tO live, bur becauſe they had bat a name, are con 
[/ elcmned by Chriſt, and threatned to be ſpewed our, Reyj#0 
4+ 1, 16, Are there not many tharc name the name of thi Al 
Kord Jclus that yer depare not from inlquity ? 2 Tim.2.191 1 
wad profeſs they kcow God, but In works deny him | fi 
Kt. x. 16. And will God receive theſe for true Convert, 
becanſe turned to the Chriſtian Religion 2 Wha! 9 
converts from fin, when yet they do live in fin? ,*Tis x Vi 
vifhble contradiQon. Surely if the lamp of profeſſion woul{ 
Hare ſerved the turp, the fooliſh Virgins had never bee | 
Mut Out, Matth: 25. 2. 12, We find not enly profeſſors, tf 
bur preachers of Chriit, and wonder-workers tnrned off, V 
decauſe evil workers, Matth. 7. 22+ 23. A. 

2» Itis nortbe being wiſhed in [the laver of Regentration, B 
or putting on the badge of Chcift,* io Baptiſim. Many © 
take the preſs=money, atd wear the livery of Clirift, thai & 
yet never ſtand to their colours, ' nor follow thelr” leader, 
Anenies and Sepbire 'and Magus, were baptized, as well t 
az the reft. How fondly do many miſtake here, deceiy. * 
Ing, and being deceived, dreaming that effeual grace ii * 
neceſlarily tled to the external adminiftration of Baptifim 
( which, whar is ir, but to revive the popifh Tenenr of © 
the Sacraments working graces ex opere opzrato ? ) and | 
every Infant ſhall be regenerated, nor only ( Secrawenty | 
rexss ) (acramently , ber really and properly. Hence men | 
do fancy, that being regenerated already, when baptized | 
ehcy need no farther work. "uh 

Bur if this were (o, then all that were baptized ( in 
their Infancy ) muſt neceflarily be (aved 3Jjbecauſe the pro- 
miſc of pardon and ſalvation is made to conyerfion and rc- 
gencra:ion, | 

AitS. 3. 19, 1 Ptt» 3. 4* Matth. 1c. 28. Our calling 
latRificacion ( as to the the beginaings of 2, or conver. 
fion { which are but the ſame thing, under different 
conceptions and cxpreſions ) is but a middle link in the 
golden chain, faſtned to cle&ion at the one cud, and glo- 
rlfication at the other, Rom. 8 Jo. 2. The), 2. 13.1 Pt! 
T- 2, The filver cord may not be brok:n, oo 
the connexion betwecn fanRification and falvs' 


ll tion z between grace and glory, imploutly violated, 


Maigh. 5. 8 If we were indeed begotten again, ft is to 
an 


con! _ Miſtakts aboxt Converſion. 7 
Fe9/an Inheritance incorruptible, reſerved In heaven for us, 
of thi and the divine power Is eagaged to keep us. for it, t Per. 
2.19;1-6. Andifthe very regenerate may periſh at laſt in their 
ii 7 fins; we will no more ſay, that he that Is born of God, hls 
7erts, ſeed remalneth in him, and that he cannor ſin, -1. Joh. 3. 
Zhai! 9. 5+ 6 unto death, nor thar it Is impoſſible ro deceive the 
Tis 4 very Ele, Matih. 24. 24+ | 
vouls And indeed, were this trae, then we need look no far» 
been ther to ſee our names written in heaven, than only to (earch 
Nors, the Regitfter, and (ce wherter we were bapttz:d + Then I 
| off, would keep the Certificate of my Baprifm as wy faireſt c- 
| vidence for heaven, and ſhould come by aſſurance of my 
tion, graclous ftare,with a wet fioger: Then men ſhould da well 
Many 7 carry but a Certificate of their Baptiſm, under the Res, 
tha; Rilter's hand, when they died, ( as the Philoſopher would 
:der. be buried wirh the Biſhop's Bond In his hand, which he 


well bad given him, for receiving his alms in another world; 

ceiy, and upon ſigh ofthis, there were no doubt of thelr ad- 
ce ij miſſion lato heaven. 

im - 18 ſhort; if there be no more neceſſary to converfian. 
it of er regeneration, than to be turned to the Chriſtian Reli- 
d f@ 8192, or to be baptized 1n infancy, this will fly direRly in 
v1n;4 The face of thar Scripture, Metth, 9. 14. as well as mult}- 
men des of others, For firſt, We will then no more ſay, 
ized [14it is lbe gate, and narrow 3s the way ; for If all that are 
beprized, .and-of crane R<liglon, are ſaved, the door 1s be» 
( jn come heavenly wide, and we wlil henceforth ſay, Widels 

pro- the gare, and broad is the way that Icadath untolife : for 
i re. If tihls be trae, whole Pariſhes, yea whole Conmriestz and 
whole Kingdoms may go ina breaft, and we' will no more. 
Ning Teach, then the righteous 1s ſcarcely ſ{:ycd, or that there is 

wer. feed of fuch a Alr in raking the Kioglom of Heaven by vi- - 
rent Olcace, and firſying ro enter in. Surely If the way be (0 
che Ealic' as many make ir, rhat there is little more neceſſary, 
glo. Fhan to be regenerated In our baptiſm, and cry God mercy, 
Py; and be ablolved by the Minifter at our end; *tis more ado 
not *han needs to pur our ſelyes to ſuch running, and (ecklog, 
ya. 8nd knocking, and fighting, and wrefillng, 2s the word 
ted, T<quires as neceflary ro Salyation, Secondly, if this be 
5 to rue, we will no more ſay, Few there be that find it ;, yea 
an We vill rather ſay, Few there be thes miſs it : we will no 
| B 4 more 


Miſt ekes about Converfion. | 
more ſay; that of rhe many that arc called, but few «ye chi! fi 
jen, Mat, 22. 14- and chat even of the profeffing 1/rat} 
but & 1Omxant ſhall be fawed, Rem. 11- 5- If this DoRrint 
be true, ' we wlll not ſay any more with the Diſcipies, ht; * 
2ben ſball beſeved ? bur take who then ſhall nor be ſaved! { 
Then if a men be called a brother, ( that is a Chriliian } * 
and be baptſzed, though he be a fornicator, ora rafſer, « 
covetous, of a drunkard, yet he ſhall inherit the Kingdon 
of God, 1Cor. 5.11, 1 Cor. 6.9; 10: - : 
But the Ar»inies will reply, ſuch as theſe, rhough they, ' 
aid receive regenerating grace in Baptiſm, are fince fallen 
_ end muft be renewed again, or elſe they eannor be 
aved, 

I anſwer,!, That there fs an infallble connexfon berweet. - 
regeneration and ſalyationg, as we have already fhewed, 
and I Itch to be farther evidencing, but that *cir. againſt. 
deſigned brevity. 2, Then men muft be born again, which 
earriey a great deal of abſurdiry in its very face, And why 
may not men be twice born fn natnre, as well as in grace! 
Why not as great an abſurdity to be twice regenerated 'a; 
ro be twice generated ? Bur 3. and above all. This granny 
however the the thing I contend for, that what ever men 
do, or pretend to receiye in baptiſm,lf they be found afte- 
wards to be grofly ſgnorapr, or profane, or formal, without 
the power of godlineſs, they muſt be born agzein,or clſe be 
fhur ourof the Kingdom of God, So then they muft have 
ms to picad for themſelyes, than their baprifmal regene 
ratfon, 

Well, in this you ſeeall are agreed, that be it more or 
leſs that is receved In baptiſmyif (when men come to year) 
they are evidently ubſanRified, they muſt be renewed #'! 
gelm by a through and powerful change, or elſe they can-” 
not efcape the damnation of Hell, Friends and Brethren,” 
be not deceived, God is not mocked; Gal. 6. 5. Whether 
It be your baprifm, or whatever ciſc that you pretend, I 
rell yon from the livingGod, that if any of you be a prayer 
le(s perſon, Fob. 15. 14. or unclean, or malicious, or cove: 
tous. or riotous, or a ſcoff<r, or a lover of evil company, 
Prov. 23. 20, Ina word, if you are got holys ſtri& and 
ſelfadenying Chriſtians, Heb. 12. 14. Mat. 16, 24. you 
cannot be fzyed, except you be COT by, a 
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Miſtakes «boxt Converſion." . _ 
pon you, - and renewed again by repen- 
Lance. 

Thus { have ſhewed, that it is not enough to evidence a 
men to be regenerate,that he hath been baptized,effeRoal 
race not neceſlarily accompanying baptiſm, as ſome have 
vainly aſſerted. Bur I muſt anſwer one ObjcQlon before 
F p-(1. 

Objeat. The Sacraments do certainly attain thelr ends, 
where man doth not poxere obicem, or lay ſome obſtruction, 
which infants do nor. 

Sol, anſwer, it is not the end of Baptiſm to regene. 
rate. 1, Becauſe then there would be no reaſon, why it 
ſhould be confined only to the ſeed of Belivers, for both the 
Law of God & the nature of Charity,requires us to ule the 
means of converſion for all,zs far as we can have opportunie 
ty. Were this true, no ſuch charity as to catch the chi'= 
drcn of Torks and Hearhens, and biptize them, and dif- 
patch them to heaven out of hand, like the bloody wretches 
rhat made the poor Protefiants ( to ſave their lives) to 
ſweer they would come to Maſs,and that chey would never 
depart from it, and then put them forthwith ro death, 
ſaying, They world hang them while in « good mind. 2. 
Becauſe ir preſuppoſeth regenexarion,and cherefore cannor 
be infended to confer it. In all the expreſs Inftances in 
Scripture, we find that baptiſm doth ſuppoſe their repens 
ting; belleving, recelying the Holy Ghoſt, 4. 8. 39.4%. 
2. 38 and 10, 47, Mark16e. 16; And to imagine, that ba- 
priſm was inſtituted for an end of which not one of the . | 
firft ſubjc&Qs was capable ( for they were all ada)t perſons, 
and ſappoſed to have faith and repentance according as: 
they profcfled, and their children were not baptized v1! 
afrer them, in their rigit ) were no __ abſurdity. Were. 
this dorine true, baptiſm would make diſciples ; but we 
find it doth beſpeak them ſuch before-hand, Metth, 28.19. 
3. Becauſe Baptiſm, being but a ſeal of the Coveoant,cannor. 
convey the benefits, but according to the tenour of the- 
Covenant, to which it is ſet. I 

Now the Covenant is conditional, therefore the Scal con» 
vey$conditlonally. The Covenant requites faith and re 
pentance as the condition of the grand benefits; pardon, . 
and life, A516, 31 and 3. i9. And what the Covenant 

B: 5 doth: 


W T0 _ 'Miflabts abext Converfion 
i doth not convey,but npon theſe conditloris,tbe Seal cannor, ! ; 
So that Baptiſm doth prefuppoſe faith and tepentance in} 
the (ubj:&, without which, ir ncicher doth, norcau con-! \\ 
vey the (aving benefits ; otherwiſe the Seal ſhould convey. 
contrary to the tenour of the Covenant to which it is affix. * 
ed. | | 

3+ 1t lies not in « moral righteouſneſs, This exceeds not. 
the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſecs, and there-, 
fore cannot bring us to the Kingdom of God, Matth. 5- 20, 
Paxl, whſle gnconverted, touching the rIghteeuſneſs which | 
5s in the Law blamcleſs, Philip. 3. 6, None could (ay, : 
Black is thine eye. The Sclf=jutticlary could ſay, 1 41110. 
Extortiontr, Adulterer, wnjuſt &c. Labt18.11. Thou muſt: 
hare ſomething more than all this to ſhew,or elſe (however 
thou wayeſt juſtifie thy felf ) God will condemn thee. con. 
dernd nor morality, but warn you not to reſt here ;*Piety. 
Includes moralicy, as Chriftlaniry doth humanity, and 
grace reaſon? but we muſt not divide the tables. 

4. It conſiſt not in an txternel conformity tothe Tales of pie- 
29. *Tis too mainifeſt, men may have a form of godlinef 
without the power, 2 Ti”. 3. 5. Men wy pray long, Matth, 
23-14. and faſt often, Luke 18. 12, and hear gJayily, Harb 5, , 
20, and be very forward in the ſervice of God, though 
cofily and expenſive, I/c. 1. 11; and yer be firangers to con-. 
verſiov. They muſt have more to plead for themſelves, 
than that they keep their Church, and give alms, and make 
17; wſe of prayer to prove themſelves, (ound Converts. No 
'* outward (ſervice, bue an hypocrite may do ſt;even to the / 
11% giving all his goods ro the poor, and his members to the 
[0' fire, & CO. £3. 3+ | | | 

5, It lies not 5n the chaining up of corruption, by educati« { 
93, humane laws, or the force of incumbent afflifion.” Tis roo | 
commong ecafic.to miſtake education for grace; bur if this 
were enough, who a better man than 7rhoaſh? While 7ehbe- 
01 $4d4b his uncle lived; he was very forward in God's ſer- 
I wice. and calls epon bimto repair the houſe of the Lord, 
I 2 Kings 12. 2.7, But here was nothing more than good 
education all this whilezfor when his good raror was raken 
211/171 ourof the way, he appears to have been buta wolf chained 
11 wp, and fallson to Idolatry. | 
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Miflakts about Converſion. IT 
in « ſuptrficinl change, . or pertial reformation. An Apoſtate 
may be a'man eniſghtned, Heb. 6. 4. and a Felix trenible 


things, Mer. 6. 20. *Tizone thing to have ſin alarm'd on- 


' ly by convitions, and another to have It capriraccd and 


crucified by converting grace. Many,becauſe they have been 


' troubled in conſcience for their fins, think well of thelc 


caſe 3 miſerably miſtaking conviRion for converſion. With 


: theſe Cain might have paſſed for a Convert, who ran up 
| and down the world, likea man difirated under the rage 
| of a guilty conſcience,till with bullding and buſineſs he had 


wore it away, Gen. 4.13, 14. Others think, that becavſe 


' they have given off. cheir riotous courſes, and are broken 


off from evil company,or ſome particular lufi,and rednced 


: to ſobriety and civility, they are now no other than real 


Converts; forgetting that there is a vaſt diffcrenc berween 
belng ſanRified, and civilized; and that many ſeck to 
eater intothe Kingdom of Heaven, Luke 13. 24. and are 
not far from it, Me&k 12.34: and: arrive 10 the 4[moit of 


- Chriſtianity, 4s 26. 28, and yer fall ſhort at laft. While 


Conſcience holds the whip over them,many will pray,hear,.: 


| read, and forbear their delightfai fins; bur no ſooner is 
. this Lion aſleep, bur they are at their vomit again. Who 


more religious than} the Zews, When God's hand was upon. 
them? Pſal. 78 34, 35+ Bur no ſooner was the afiiiQlon 
over, but they forgot God, and ſhewed their Religion to 


be a fiit, Yer, 35, 37+ Thou mayeſft have diſgorged a. 
| troubveſome fin, thar will nor fir inthy flomach,and have 


eſcaped theſe groſs poliutions of the world, and yet not 


, hare changed thy \winlſh nature all the while, 2 Pet. 2. 203 


22» 
You may caſt the lead out ofthe rude ma(s, into the more. 
comely proportion of a plant, and then into rhe ſhape ofa 
beaft, and thence into the form and features of man; but-_ 
all rhe while ic ls bur lead fillt.So a man may paſs through 
divers tranſmutations, from: ignorance to knowledge, from: | 
profaneſs to civility, . thence to a form of Religion ; and all 
this will he 1s but carnal andengegene;ate,while hls nature. | 
remains uncharged, | 


wy ws oe. Wo. — -— ww = > 


Anlicationi. 


| Miſtakes aboxt Converſion. | 
il _ Application. Htar they, O fonners, bear as you Would 
Ii - (zves fo come and beer 4 Iſa. 55. 3+ Why would you iq: 
| Wilfully deceive your ſelves, or build your hopes upoi; 
j| the ſand ? 1 know he ſhall find hard work of it, that goes! 
li to pluck away your hopes, It cronor but be ungrarefull! 


Wil 
KL 
| 


yl as a Surgeon, when to cut off a-patrified member from hi; 


M1 Well beloved friend 5 which of force he muſt do, bur with 
i an aking heart, a pitifull eye, a tremblicgt hand, But vn: 
[1 derftand me, Brethreo, I am only caklng down che ruinous 


God be true of his word, Prov- tr. 7, and wert nor thou 


| firm, for ever. The hope of the Wicked fhall periſh, 1 
berrer, O- ſinner; to let the word now convince thes now 


In time, and let go thy falſe and elf. delnding hopes, than}: 
Il; tohave death too late'to open thine eyes, end find thy 
dl ſelf in hell; before thou art aware? I ſhould be 2 falſe ard 
WIN faithleſs Shepherd, if 1 ſhauld not tell you, tl;at you who 
Jl have bull: your hop:s upoa no better grounds, than theſe 

100 fore. mentioned, are yer in your fins. Let your conſcience} 


ſpeak; Whar fs 1t that you have to plead for .your (elves? 
Is It that you wear Chrif's livery? that you bear his 
|| Name? thar you are of the vifible Church ? that you have 
knowledge in the points of Religion ? are civillzed, per- 
form religious durics, are juſt In ;your dealirigs, have been 
troubled in conſcience for your fins; I icll you from: the 
- Lord, theſe pleas will never be accepied art Gcod's* Bar. 
&ll this, though good In It (clf, wilt not prove you cons 
verted, and (o will nor (vffice to your ſalvation, Oh look 


WL to yon, and truely it is not pleafingto me, Ifſer about ii! 


WI houſe, which will otherwiſe ſpecdily fall of ir ſelf, and bury 
yea in the rubbiſh, ) thar | may build falr, & irovg 2nd} 


abouc you, and bethink your ſc!ves of turning ſpcesily and. 


Kyes, or lend his Ears to this diſcourſe; But if there be 


Lord char wade him; tha: he fs far ſrom the Kinzdom of 
God, May a men be civilz:d, 
lid! 
ſi 


foundly,, Ser to praying, and to reading, and findying | 
[1/09] your own hearts 3 reft nor, r1]] God hath made thorough | 
| work with you ; for yor muſt be other men, or elſe you | 


0700 But jf theſe be ſhort of Converiion, what ſhall I ſay'of | 
[1] the profane finner? It maybe; he' will ſcarce caft his 


ſuch reading, or wihin hearing, he muſt know from the 


and not converted ? 
where. 


Miflekrs aboxt Converfb0, 13 


| where then ſhall the Drutikerd and Glurron appear ? My 
| a man keep companion with the-wiſe Virgins and yer be 
| ſhut out? Shall ora company of fools much more be 
| defiroyzd ? Prov. 13. 20. Mayamam betrue and juft 

| In hls dealing, and yer no! be juttificd of God ? What 
it. then will become of thee, © wretched man, 
Is ſclence*ells thee thou art falſe In rhy trade, and falſe of 
| thy word, and mekeſt thy a:ivanrage by a lylng tongue ? 


whoſe con- 


If men may be enlightned, & brought to rhe performance 


{of holy duties 2nd yer go down to perditlon, for reſting 
Flo them, and fitting down on this fide of converſion ; 
' what will become of ycu, O miſerable families that live as 


without God in the world ? and of you, O wretched fiq- 
ners with whom God is ſcarce in all your thoughts 2 thar 
are ſojpnoranr, that you cannot, or ſo careleſs, that you 


. willnor pray? Oreptnr avd be covvyeried 3 break off your 


fins by righreouſneſs 3 away to Chriſt for {pardoniIng ard 
renewing grace; give up your ſclves to him, to walk with 
him io holiveſs, or elſe you ſhall never ſce God. Onrhar 
you would rake the wainings of God / Inhls name Ijonce 


' Moxe admoniſh you; Turn you at my reproof, Prov. 1, 


23. Forſtke the fooliſh, and live, Prov. 9. 6, Be ſober 
righteon, godly, Tit. 2. 12: Waſh your hands, you fin- 
hers, Purifie your hezrts, ye double minded, Jaw, 4. 8. 
Ceaſe to do evilicarn ro do well, Iſ«. 1. 16, 17, Bur If 
you will on, you muſt dic, Exh, 38. 11+ 


Chap. 11, Shewing poſitively what Converfien 35 


Jy not leave you with your eyes half open, as he 
that ſaw men as trees walklog Mark, 8, 24, The 


: word {s profitable for DoGrine, as well as reproof ; 2 Tim 
' $ 16, And therefore-having thus ſar conduRted you by the 


; | ſhelves &jrocks of ſo many dangerous miſtakes, I would guide 


' nature and cauſes 


: you atlength into the Harbour of trath, 


Converfon-then- ( In ſhort) lies, in the thorow change 
both of the heart, andilfe, I ſhall briefly deſcribe It 10 its 


z. The 


SPY Ins 


Fl The Nature of Conwerſcon, [ 
r: The Author, it is tht ſpirit of Got; and therefore [;jfi 
is called rhe ſanRification"of the (piric ; 2 Theſ* 2:18. and: P' 
the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Ti: 3: $. Yer nor ex- A 
cluding rhe other Perſoas in the Trinity: For tne Apoſtie 3 
reacheth us to bleſs the Farther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt," # 
for that he hath begorren us again; r Pet 1 3. and Chriſt! J 
is (aid to give repentance ro Iſ-«el ; Aﬀs 9. 31. and is cali: E 
Tr& the everlaſting Father, 1ſa:g9. 6. and we his ſeed, and: J 
the Children which God hath given him. Heb. 2.13. 1/03 531. 
10. O bleſſ?d Birth! Seven Cities contended for the. C 
birth of H:mer: But the whole Trinity fathers the new. f 
Creature. Yet is this work principally aſcribed ro the; * 
Holy Ghoft, and fo we are ſaid to be born of: the Spirit! / 
Fohn 3. 8. 'B: 
So then it is-a work zbove man's pewer. We are born; d 
nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, bur of! * 
God, Jobs 1. 13 Never think thou cenft conver thy lel{:| L 
If ever thou woulift be ſavingly converted, then muſi des! ? 
ſpair of doing it in thine own firengrh, Jer. 13.18. It is a! 
reſurreRion trem the deed, Rev. 20- 5, Eph. 2.1. a new! | 
creation, Gel. 6,15. Eph. 2: 10; a work of abſolute omni-! * 
potency, Eph: 1: 19, Are theſe out of the reich of humane: * 
pbwer ? It thou haft no more than thou hadſt by thy firft: j 
birth, a good nature, a meck and chaſt_remper, &*c. thou! : 

arta very firanger totrue Converſion : This is.a ſupernae 
tural work. , [ 
2: The moving Cauſe 3s Internal, or Exttrnal, | 
The Interne! mover is only free grace, Nor by works of 
righteouſneſs which we have done;3z but ofhis own mercy. 
he ſaved us by the renewlog of the Holy! 
Ghoſf}, Tit: 3: 5. Of his own will begar he us, 7a. b 
we are choſen and called anto ſanRificatlon, nor for it, 
Ephe 1: 45 | *1 
God finds nothing in a man to-turn hls hearr, but to 
turn hls flomach; enough ro provoke his loathing, nothing: 
to provoke his love. Look back apon thy ſelf, O Chriftle 
att: Take up thy verminous rags : Look-upon thy ſelf in 
thy blood, Exeh: 16: 6. Oh! refleR'upon thy (wioiſh na 
ture, thy filthy (will, thy once beloved: mire, 2 Pets 21. 
Eanſt thou think, without loathing of thy trough and. 
draugh? Open thy Scpulchre, Matthz a3; 29, Art - 
| rock 


The Nature of Convrfion. 's 
e |) firack almoſt dead with thc helliſh damp ? Behold thy 
and; putrid ſoul, thy leathlome members. O fiench unſuffer» 
ex. able, if thou doſt bur ſenſe. thy own pucrifattion ! Pſalm 14 
file. 3- Behold thy ghaſtly vifage, thy crawllng laſts, thy lime 
if} _ and corroption; Do nor thin* own cloathy abhor thee ? 
rift. Feb 9: 31, How then ſhould holineſs and purity love thee ? 
cal. Be attoniſhed, O hexrens at this; be moved O carth, 
and; Fer: 2:12. Who but muſt needs cry, Grace! Grace ! 
$31) Zech: 4; 7. Hear and bluſh, you children of the moſt high: 
the. O you unthankful Generation ! rhat free Grace is no more 
new. 1D your mouths, in your thoughts; no more adored, ad- 
che: mired, commended by ſuch as you, One would think 
iri,. you ſhould be nothing bur praiſing and admirivg God, 
': whatever you are, How can you make a fkift to forget 
rn;] ſuch grace,cr to paſs jr over with a flight and ſeldom men» 
ir off lon ? What but free Grace ſhould moye God to love you, 
ſelf} Vuleſs enmity could do Ir, or deformity could do ir, uvleſs 
Wil voml: or rottenneſs could do it? How affeRionately doth 
ig a: Peter Nifr up his hands? Bleſſed be the God «nd Father of oxy 
new: 1-04 7eſus Cbrift, who of bis abundant mercy beth begottes 
ni. #5 48471, 1Pet: 1; 3. How feelingly doth Pax! magoifie 
"ane. *Þ< free mercy of. God in It? God, who is rich in mercy, 
firs, 10 his erect love wherewith be loved ns, bath quickntd us 
hoy. oeether with Chriſt; by grace ye ave ſaved, Eph: 2: 4.5. 
na. . 7h external Mover 5s the merit and interceſſion of the blef« 
'; ſed Feſus, He hath obtained gifts for the rebelifous, Pſalm 
+ 68: 18, and through him it is, that God worketh in us 


s of 
ercy. 
Joly: 
/T b 
Ir It 


t to: 
hiog. 
le 
If in ; 
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what Is well plcaſiog In his fight, Heb: 13. 21. Through him 
are all ſpiritual bleſſings beſtowed upon us in heavenly 
things, Eph: 12 3. He interceedeth for the cle& that belleve 
bot, ob;19. 20, Every Convert is the fruit of hls travel, 
Iſaiz, 53: 1. Oh,never was Infant born into the world with. 


that difficnicy thar Chrift endured for us! How emphatl= 


cally he groaneth fn his travail! All the palns thar he ſuf- 
fered on his Croſs, they were our birth-paſnz, As 2: 24. 
eWyas, the pulls and throws that Chriſt endured for uy. 
He 15 made (anification to us, « Cor: 1: ga He ſanRified 


himſelf (that is, ſer apart himſelf a (acrifice) thit we may 
be lanQified, Fob. 17:19, 


9 24. We are ſan{ified through the 
and? offering of hls Body once for all, Heb. 10. 10, 
thos +715 othivg then. without hly go bowels, but the merie 


*S- 


bw.-- The Nature of Converſion: \ 
ard [nterceſſion of Chriſt, that prevails with God to be. 
ſtow on mconverting grace. If thou art a new creature,! y, 
thou knoweſt to whom thou oweſt ir, ro Chritts pavgs and? p 
prayers. Hence the natural affcRion of a believer roChiift,; © 
The Foal doth not more natyrally run after the Dam, nor: p 
the Suckling co the Dugs, than a B:liever to Jeſus Chrift, x1 
And whither elſc ſhouldeft thou go? If any in the World: y 
can ſhew that for chy heart that Chriſt can, ler him czrry; g 
jr. Dorh Saran pur in, doth the World court thee ? Doth? 
fin ſuc for thy heatt? Why,were theſe crucified for thee}® 
1Cor.1. 18. O Chriſtlan, love and (erve the Lord whilft n 
thon haſt a Bcelng, Do voteven the Publicaos love thoſe tf 
that love them? And ſhew kindneſs to them that are kind; p 
ro them ? Mat- 5 45,47- | te 
3. The Inſtrument 75 either Perſonal, or Real,  w 
The perſonal ls the Miniſtry. 1 have begotten you to Chriſti V 
throxgh the Goſpel, x Cor. 4. 15. Chriſt's Miniſters arc they? xl 
that are ſent ro open mens eyes, and to turnthem to Gody! b 
Afts 26. 18, : z iT 
O unthaokſul world, little do you know what you are! 
doing, while you are perſecuring-the Meſſengers of the! aj 
Lord, Thelec are they whole buſineſs is ( under Chriſt )! C 
to ſave you, Whom have you r<proached and blaſphem-: xt 
ed? Againſt whom have you exzl:ed your yolce,and lifted: fi 
your eyes on high? 1/c.37.23. Theſeare the ſervants of the” v 
moſt high God that ſhew unto you. tne way of ſalvation,” 
Afts 16. 19. and do you thus requite them, O fooliſh and: t] 
unwiſe? D2xt. 32.6, O ſons of ingraticude, againſt whom: F 
do you ſport your ſelycs ? againſt whom make you a wide: al 
mouth,and draw out the tongue ? 1/4:57+34 Theſe are the! ir 
iofiramencs that God vſeth to convert and ſave you, and do! n 
you ſpit In rhe face of your Phyſiclansz and throw yout: t] 
Pilors over-board ? Father, forgive them, for they know: a1 
not what they do. 'O 
The Infirament Rial is the word; We were begotten by a 
the word of trath+ This is that enlightens the eyes,  thit. 2 
converreth the ſoul, Pſel: 19; 7, 8. that maketh wiſe to. F 
ſelvarion, 9 75M. 3- 15: This {s the Incorruptible ſeed, by x 
which we arc born again, x Pet: 1: 23. If we are waſhed, 
*tls by the word, Epb: 5:26, It we are ſanRified, *cis through « 
the truch, Jeb 17,195, This generares falth,and regenerate t! 
Ws, R013: 16: 17, Jan; 1; 18s : 0 


\ The Natu't of Converſron. Tt 
be-} O@ ye Saints, how ſhoul4 you love the word ? for by this 
Ite,? you have been converred: O ye finners, how ſhould you 
a0d? ply the Word? for by this you muft be converted: No 
1ft.” other ordinary means bur this. You that heve felt irs re- 
not} newing power, make much of it while you live, be for ever 
if,” thankfol for ir. Tie it abour your necks, write it npon 
Fd. your hands, lay rin your boſoms, Pre. 6.21,22, When you 
rity, golet it lead you, when you ſleep let it keep you; when 
th” you wake let jr talk with you : Say with holy Devid, I 
ect” will never forget thy precepts, for by them haft thou quick» 
Iiſt' ned me, Pſe/*m 119.93. You that arc converted, read 
ole? the word with diligence, flock to it, where powerſully 
ind; preached, fill the porches, as the multitude of the jmpoz 

| tent, blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the 
©} warer, Job, 5. 3. Pray for the coming of the Spirit in the 
rift Word. Come off thy Knees ro the Sermon 3 and come to 
hey? thy Knees from the Sermon. The ſeed doth nor proſper, 
0d;: becauſe not watered by preycrs and tearsy nor covered by 

- mediration, | Y 
are! 4+ The final cauſe is nitns ſalvation, and Gods glory, We' 
the! are choſen through ſanRificatlon to ſalvation, 2 Thel. 2.13+ 
t ): Called that we might be glorified, Rem.8 39. but eſpeclally. 
£m-; that God might be glorified, 1ſc. 60. 21. that 'we ſhould 
ted? ſhew forth his praiſes, 1 Pet. 2. 9, and be frultful 1n good 
rhe” works, Col. 1, 10, 
on,  O Chriftjan, :do not forge* the end of thy Calling, let 
2nd; thy light ſhine, Mat. 5. 16. Let thy Lamp burn, let:thy. 
on; Frults he good, and many, and In ſeaſon, Pſel.-1.3. Ler 
Ide: all thy deſigns falt tn with Gods, that he may be maguified 
the! in thee, Phil: 1: 20. Why ſhould God repent that he hath 
| do) made thee a Chriſtian, as In the rime of the old world, 
out? that he made them men? Gen 6.6, Why ſhouldſt thou be 
ow” 2n eye fore in his Orchard, Lybe 7. by thy anfruitfulneſs ? 

; or 2 for thar cauſeth ſhime, as it were a grief to thy father; 
by and 4 bitrerneſs ro her that bare thee? - Prov. 17, 
hit: 25: Prov: 16: s: O let the womb bleſs thee thr bare thee, 
tO: Prov. 19, 21, He that b:gers a foo! doth it to his ſorrow ; 

by. and the father of a foo! hath no JIY. | 

ed, 5. The ſubjeff is the eleft ſfrner, and that Fn all his parts 
wph 442 powers, members, and mind. Whom God predeftinares, . 
x66 them only he calls, Rom. 8, 30, None arc drawn t© wa 4 
; y % 
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18 The Nature of Converfuon. 1c, 
by their ca!ling,nor come to him by belleving, but hls ſheep, ie 
thoſe whom the Father hath given him, Four 6: 37, 44; Tr 
Effc&e3l Calling runs paralle] with-eternal cleQtion, 2 Pet; | 
I: 10, | 
Thov begineft at rhe wrong end, if thou diſputeſt firſt : 
abour thine eletlon, Prove thy Converfion, and then ne. 
ver doabr of thine ele&ion, Or canſt thou not yet prove. (- 
ir ? Ser upotia preſent and thoropgh ruraing. Wharever) ;, 
Gods purpoſes be, (whlch are ſecrer) I am ſure his pro-| th 
miſes are plain. Haw deſperaily do rebels argue, if I am. Fe: 
eiefted [hill be ſaved, do whar I will 3 if not, IT ſhall be 4 
damned, do what I cen, Pz=rverſe finner, wilt thon begln! (. 
where thou fhouldeſt end ? 15 not-the word before thee?) ,- 
What ſeſth ir? Repent and b: converted, that your ſins ml, ne 
be blotted out, As 3: tg. If you mirtifie the deeds of the by}, 
ay, y0k (hail live, Rom. 8. 13. Bilieve and be ſaved, Atty! 
15.31. Whar can be platoer? Do not fiand ill, diſpuring;, 
about thine-eleRion;;-bur ſer to repenring and bellevings,; 
Ery to God for converting grace. Revealed things belong!c,1 
to'theey in'cheſe buſie thy (elf, 'Tis-juſt (as one well fald)}jc.. 
that rhey ther will nor feed 6n the plain food of the word, 
ſhould: be choaked with the banes: Phetever Gods pyr- 
poſes be, 1 am [ure his promiſes be true: Whatever the” del. 
crecs of Hzaven be, 1am ſure, that if I repent and. be-{,c 
Hleve I ſhall be ſaved 3 and that if. I repent nor, I ſhall be,,,, 


damned: Is not here plain ground for thee? and wilt thovj 


yet run upon. the rocks? I 7: 

More ;particularly , this change of converfion. pil 
throughour in the whole ſabj<e&. A carnal perſon may; 
have ſome Shreds of good morality, a lirtle near the Liſt}... 
bur he is never good throughout the whole Cloth, the whole; 
Body of Holine(s and Chriſtianity; Feel him a little fatty, 
ther near the Ridge, and you ſhal ſce him ro be a deceit, 
fal picce, Converſion is no repiicing of the old building; 
bur fr takes all down, and ercs a new firofure : ft 1; notye 
the putting in a patch, or ſowing on a lift of- holineſs 
bur with the true convert, holineſs is woven into all hl 
powers, principles, and pratice. The fincere Chriſtian, 
1s quite -2 new fabrick, from rhe Foundation to the Topye 
ſtone, all fireznew. He is a new man, Epb. 4. 24. 4 nevhe 
creature, All things are become new, 2 Cor.5.179. Corey 
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nee Te Nature of Converfion. 
i ſion Is a deep work ; a heart-work, As 2: 37. and 6; 14, 
\! jc rurns all upfide down,and mzkes a man be in a new world. 
6 Tt goes throughout with men,throngheut the mind, through- 
Þ _ the members, thronghont the motions of the whole 
Lite, ; | | 
1.Tbronghext the 1iind. It mikes an univerſal change with- 
' ſn, Firſt, it euros the ballance of the judgment, ſo thar 
* God and his glory do weigh down all carnal and worldly 
a incereft, Att, 20. 24+ Phil. 1. 20. P[4l..93, 25. It opens 
0. the eye of the mind, and makes:the Scales of its Native Ip- 
It: rorance to fail off, and turns men from darkneſs to light, 
© Acts 26, 18. Eph. 5. 8+ 1Per, 2.9. The man: that before 
pln! ſaw no danger {n his condition,now concludes himſelf loft, 
©! and for eyer uadone, Atts 2, 37. except renewed by the 
Mt): power of Grace, He that formerly thought there was little 
*: hure fn fin, now comes to ſee It ro be the chief of evils 3 
full he ſees the uurcaſonableneſs, unrighteouſncſs, the deform» 
108; y end filchine(s thar is in fin; fo that he Is affrighted 
03% with It, loaths it, dreads Ir, flees ir, and even abhors hims 
M2 ſelf for it, Rom.9.1g. Fob y2 6. Exth. 36: 31, He thar could-: 
ldYifce lirtle fin in himſelf, and cauld find no matrer for con- 
df fgfion (as it was ſald of that learned lgnoramus Bellarmine, 
;ho, It ſeems, while he knew ſo much abroad, was a mie 
erable firanger ro himſelf ) thac when he was to be cone 
ſcfſed by the Prieft, could not remember any thing ra 
onfeſs 3 but was fain to run beck to the fins of hjs yourh 3 
ſay, he that could not find m:tcer for confeſſion, unleſs 
t were ſome few groſs and ſtaring evils, now fio revirerth 


» ful 


celfcome filthy, Pſel# 14. 3. corrupt, both rot and tree, 
log! Marth, 7-17, 18. he writes uiclean upon all hls parrs and 

Dlpowers, and performanc 5s, l/e. 64. 6. Rom. 7; 18. He 
neſs diſcovers the naſty corners that he was never aware of, 
| Mind ſees the blaſphemy, and theft, and murder, and adul- 
\titleery that is in his heart, whici before he was ignorant of. 
ToPHeretofore he ſaw no form nor comeline(s ia Chiift, no 
oy eauty, that he ſhould defire him 53 bur now he finds the 


ſiot "ms 


= 
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on ——_— 
hid treaſure, and will ſell all, ro buy thisfield. Chriſt x} 


_ the pearl he ſeeks, finthe puddle he loaths. 

| Now, according to this new light,the man is of another! 
mind, another judgmen!r, than before he was 2 Now God 
bs all with him, he hath. none'in heaven nor In: earth, like 
him, Pſeyz: 93, 25, He prefers him truly before all the 
world; his favaur is his life 3 the light of his countenance 
more than corn, or wine and oll, (the good that he former: 
ly enquired afrer, and ſet his heart upon, Pſalm 4.6, 9. )) 
Now, let all the world be ſet on one fide, and God alone 
on the other ; Let the Harlot put on her paint and gal: 
lantry, and preſent her ſelf to the ſou! { as when Stan: 
would have tempted our Saviour with her) in all the glory 
_ of her Kingdoms, yer the Soul will not fall down and wor-' 
ſhip her, bur will prefer a naked, yea a crucified, perſe., 
cnred Chrift before her, P/i!, 3.8. x Cor. 2, 2- Not but 
that a hypocrite may come to yield a general aſſent to this, 
thar God Is the chief good : yea,the witer Heathens (ſome; 
few of rhew) have «t laſt ſidmbled vpon this 3 bur there! 
Is a difference between the abſolute, and comparative 
Judgment of-the underſianding. No hypocrite comes (0 
far, av to look upon God as the mofi defirable and ſult 


Ulf able good to him, and thereupon to acquieſce to him; 
WH . This was the Convert's voice, The Lord is my portion, ſaith: 


my foul : Whom bave 1 3n btaven but thee ? and there is non! 
won earth that 1 defire beGdes thre, God is the flrength o| 
wy bee't, and mypertion-for ever, Pfalm 73. 25, 26. Lan: 

« 24 ; 
: Secondly, It turns the byaſs of the will, both &s. to wen! 
and end. (2.) The intention of the will is altered, Ezck, 36. 
26, Jer. 31, 33. Iſai. 26.8, 9, Now the man hath nev 
ends and defigns: Now he intends God above all, and 
defices and defigns nothing In all the world ſo much, as thit 
Chrift may be magnified in him, Pbil. 1. 20. He accounts 
himſelf more happy In this, /hanin all that che earth could 
yield, that he may be ſcryiceable ro Chrift, and bring hla, 
glory In his generaclon. This the mark he aims ar, tha! 
the name of Jclus may be great in the world, and that all 
the ſheaves of the brethren may bow to this ſheaf, | 


Reader, Doſt thou ylew this, and ucver aſk thy felh, 
_— 


Fi 
L 
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| whether ſt be thus with thee? Pauſc a while, and breathe - 


on this great concernmentr. FEE 
2. Tht EleFiion «ſe 3s changed, (o that he chuſcth ano- 
ther way, Pſalm 119. 23. He piicherh upon God, as his 


| blefſcdne(s; and upon Chriſt, as the principal; and ho- 


lineſs as the ſubordinate means to bring him to God, Jobs 
14 6, ROM, 2. 7, He chuſerh clus for his Lord, Col. 2, 6. 
He is not meerly forced into Chrift by the ftorm, nor doth 
he take Chrift for bace neceſſity; as the man begged from 


the gallows, when he rakes the wife, rather than the haſe 


ter; but he comes off freely in the choife. This match 1s 
not made In a frighr,as with the terrified conſctence, or 


.* dylng (inner, that will ſeemingly do any thing for Chriſt, 
bur doth only rake Chriſt, rather than hell 3 bur he dell= 


beratly reſolves, that Cbrifi is his he{l cholce, Ph3l.1. 23, 
and would rather have him to chuſe, than all the good of 
this world, might. he enjoy It while he would. Again, he 
takes holineſs for his path z he doth not, out of mere He- 


; ceflity (abmir to fr, bur he likes and loves it : 1 bave choſen 


the way of thy precepes, Plalm 119. 173 He rake: Gods te= 
fiimonle:, no: as his bondage, bur as his heritage 3 yea,his 


5 heritage for eyer, 9,111. He counis them not hls burthen, 
; but his bljfs 5 nor his cords, but hls cordials, 1.Jobx 5. 3+ 


Pſe/#119..14, 16,19, He doth not only bear, but take up 
Chriſt's yoke: He takes not ho'ineſs as the fiomach doth 


| the logthed Potion, (which it wil down with, rather than 
{ Ele, ) but 45 the hungry doth his beloved -food:: No time 


25-468 fo (ſweetly with him ( when he 1s himſelf). as that 
e ſpends fn the exerciſe of holineſs; rheſe are both hls 
allwent and element; rhe defire of his eyes, and the joy 


net, Job 23.12. Pſal. ly. 82, 131,162, 194+ Pſel. 


Pur thy conſclence to Ir 83 thou goeft, wherher thou art 


| the man? O happy man, If this be rhy caſe ! But ſee thou 
| be thorow and impartial in the {earch. 


Thirdly, Je turus the bent of the af: Fions, 2 Cor. 9. 1 


| Theſe run zl! in a new channel ; The Jorden iy tow driven 


| back, and the water runs vpwards 2gaiaft irs natural 
; Courſe, 


Chriſt is his zr:pe, 1:75. 1. 1. this fs bis prize, Phi14p.2.8. 
lere hix eye fs, here hls heart is, He is contented 10 col 
| | all. 
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| The Nature of Cover fron.  \# vo 
all oyer-board (a3 the Merchant lo the ſtorm, ready cope: p{ 
rifh) ſo he may but keep this Jewel. pa 
The firſt of his 4cſ6-es is, nor after gold, but grace, Phil, 
3. 13. He hungers after ir, he (ceks {t as filyer, he digs fori ( 
as for hid treaſure + He had rather be gracious thank Bt 
great ; he had rather be the holieft man on earth, than thi #; 
moſt learned, _ the moſt famous, moſt proſperous, Whik! 4 
carnal, he ſaid, Oh, if I were but in great eftcem, an{ 
'Tolled in wealth, and (wim'd in pleaſure 3 If my debrs wett Jig 


"Paid, and 1 and mine'provided for! chen I were a happy). bei 


mzn: Bur now the tune is changed ; Oh, ſaith the Con 1; 
vert, If 1 had bur my corruptlons ſubdaed, if 1 had ſuck (6 
meaſures of grace, ſuch fellowfhip. with God, tho' I we! xe 
Poor and deſpiſed, 1 ſh>vid nor care, I fhonld accoun; of, 
Anoka bleſied man, Reader, [s this the language of th}! »; 
'fou ; <1] 
His Fos are changed. He rejolcerh in the ways of Goll vie 
reftimonies, 2s much'as in all riches, Fſa/m 119. 14+ Ht fea 
delights in the Law of the Lord, wherein once he hit he 
Jietle favour; HK: hath no ſuch joy, as In the rhoughts © 
Chriſt,” the frutcion of his company, the proſperiry of bit 10 
people. | ES | ;foc 
'” His Cares are quite ahered. He, was once. {er for thifell 
world, and any ſcrapes of by.tlme, roxipg (too ofcet}q 3 
waz enongh” for 'h!s fon!, Now He.givzs over caring {my 
ro Aſſes, and ſers Hi; heart pri,the '"Fingdom, Noy wlt,z 
"the cry. 9, Phat [5:11 do ts be ſdued? ARQs 16, 30. BY | 
"great (ollicitude'ls,” howto ſecore his foul,  Oh,) howhkcer 
would bleſs you, if you could but pur Rifm' out of doubt alt b 
"this! © -- nd 
His: Fearsare not fo mach of (uff:ring, bur of fionlogiand 
Heb, 11. 26, 29» Once he: was afraid cf noching ſo much tcla 


the loſs of his eſtate, or-efteem, rhe pleaſure of friendicor 


the frowns of the great: Nothing ſounded fo rer:ible Wh 
Him as pain, or poverty; or di{grace. Now rhele are little] 
ro him,|o compariſon of Gods di{honovr or di5þ leaſure. Hoh 
warily doth he walk, I:{i he ſhould rread on a ſoare? Mor 
'feareth alway, he looks before and behind 3 he hath Withe 
eye vpn his heart, and 1s ofteo cafiing over hls ſhoulde@he 
left he fhould be overtaken with fiv, Pfal. 39.1. Pro, 28h 
14. E661, 2. 14. It kills his heart'ro think of loſing Gods 'F- 
is youl? 


The Natxre of Conver fon.” 23 
{ your 3 this he dreads as his only undoing, Pai, $111, 12, 
& Pſel; 1978. No thought in the worid dorh pinch himy and 
* palnhimſo mach, as to thipk of parting with Chiift, 
il, " His Love runs a Dew courſe. My lore was crucified 
rt (ſaid holy 1gnatixs) that is,, my Clift, This Is my 
bk Beloved, faith the Spauſe , Cent: 5-18. How doth Avgu- 
the fine often pour out his loves upon Chrift? 0 eternal Blyþ 
le ſedxeſs, 8c. A 
nf © He can find nowords ſweet enough. Let #2 ſee thee, O 
et light of mine eyes Come, 0 thou joy af m7 Fritz Let. me 
ppl. behotd-thee, O the gladneſs of my heart, Lett me love thee, 0 
on {ife of my ſouls Appeer unto me. O my great delzgin my ſweek 
uck comfort, O my God, 7 life, and the wigitle glory of m9 ſol. 
[eſt Let we find ther, O aefire of my beart. Let me bod thee,@ love 
un of my ſoul. Let me embrace thee, O btavenly Bradtgroom. Let 
thi! we y#ſſeſs thee. 
: + His Sorrows have tow a new vent, 2 Cor 7 9, to, The 
ll view ofkis tins, the fight of a Chriſt-cracified, tharwould 
It ſcarce filr him befores now how much do they affeR his 
ha hearc / 11s, 
$7. His hatred bol's, his anger burns 2gazloft fin, Pſalm 119 
ft 104.« He hath no patience wich himielf ; he calls hlanſclf 
;fool, and beaft , and thinks any name too good for him» 
thifſelf, when his indigrarien is filirred vp agaloft fin, Pſals, 
rel} 93 22: Prov. 30. 24 He could once (will jn ir, .with 09, 
 {& much pleaſure 3 now he loaths the thovght of retucuing £0. 
v Wir,as much as licking vp the filthteft, vomit, % 


817 
"1 
4 


i Commune then with thine ows heart, and-attend, the. 
wikcemmon and general current of thive affcRions, whether 
bt ft be cowards God in Chriſt; above all other concernments. 

Hndeed, ſudden and firong commotions of the afftcR&ions, 
nlogand ſenfirive parc, are oſt-rimes found is hypocrites, eſpe- 


ch &clally where the natural;conſtiutiog leads thereunto.; and: 
endecontrariwiſe, the ſanRified themſelves are_ many . times 
le Mithour ſenſible filrrings ef the ff. Rions, where the tem- 
liter: is: more flow, dry and duil. The great enquiry is; 
HoWhether the judgment and will be fiandingly determined 


or God,- above all other good, .real or apparent; .and if 
Rhe affeQions do ſincerely follow the!; cholce and condu, 
hough it be not ſo ſtrongly and ſepfivly as is to be defired, 
here ls no doubr bn che change ls ſaviog. 


23 
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2. ThYoxghout the members. Thoſe that were before the 
_ lafiramencs of: fin, are now become the holy. ateaſils of 
Chriſts ilving rewple, Rom, 6. 16. I Cor 3 16. He thy 
before made, as {i were, a brud or a barrel of his body, 
now poſſeſſerh his veſſel In ſan&ificacion and honour, {1 
temperance, chafiity, and ſfobriery; and dedicaied to the 
z* I Theſ, 4. 4. Gal. g,22, 23. 1 C07, 6;19, 20» [- 
. The eyethat was once a wandring eye, a wanton eye; 
a havghty, a covetous eye, is now employed, as 41«ry, It 
Weeping over her ſins, Lake 7.38. Iobeholding God Inffh | 
works, Pſelm'8. 3, in reaqing his word,  Afts 8. 3o. it ; 
Fookiog up and down for obje&s of mercy,and opportuni: | 
nities foc his ſervice. : 
© The ear that was once open to Satan's call, and t 
( ke a'vitiated palate) did reliſh nothing ſo much as fil; 7 
thy, as, arleaft, frothy raltk, and the fool's laughter, ] Ii 
now bored to 'the door of Chriit's houſe, and open to hi 
diſcipline : ſt faith, -Spex&,' Lord, for thy ſervant beerethic, 
Ir cryes with him, Peni«t virbam Domin, and wairs for bf j,; 
ward as the rain, and reliſhes them more than the appoi 
red fqod, 7ob 23. 12, than the honey,and the honey coml 
P/a/* 19. 10, — by 
The head, that was the ſhop of worldly defigns, 1s 09}, 
filled with other marters, and ſet on the figdy of God 
will, Pſalw 1, 2. andt:9 97. and the man bcats his hey, | 
not ſo much about his paio,bur about his duty. The thoughyy, 
and cares that now fill his head, are principally how yi, 
way pleaſe God, and fly fin. _ | 
_ His hearr,ther was 2 fiy of filthy lufts, is now become 4” 7 
altar of incenſe, where the fire 6fdivine love is ever ky 
in, and whence the &dally (acrifice of prayer and prallfgy, 
and ſweet incen(e of holy defires, ejacularions, and anifgyy 


Iv 


* 4 
+ 


and 139.17, 18,' bot #20 
The mouth fs become a well of life, his rongue as chc 


| The Nature of Converſions =: 
R! once an open ſepulchre, Rom. 3. 13. now, ſends forth the 
A (ycer breath of Prayer and holy diſcourſe, and the mat 
mW ſpecks in another Tongue, in the Language of Canees, and 
Y 13 never fo well, as when talking of God, and Chrift, and 
 themarrers of another world. His mouth bringeth forth 
nM widom, his Tongue is become the ſiver Trumper of his 
yo Makers praiſe, hls glory, and the beft member that hd. 
| hath, 
Mt Now here you fhall have the hypocrite halting. He 
I He ſpeaks it may be like an Angel, but be hath a coyetous 
. W eye, or the gain of unrighteouſneſs In his hand, Or the 
ns hand is white, bur his heart is full.of rottenneſs, Z1et; 23 
| 27, fullof unmortified cares, avery Oven of Luſt, a Shop 
| of Pride, the Sear of Malice. It may be with Nebychadnex- 
>a" Image, he hath a Golden Head,a great deal of know= 
ty Fledge: but he hath Feet of Clay,bis AﬀecGions are World- 
» My, he minds carthly things, and his way and walk are ſcn- 
0 fual and carnal, you may trace himin his ſeeret haunts,and 
19 his footfteps will be found in ſome by-paths of fin. Tie 
POIF work is not thorawourt with him. | 
OM? 23. Throzghout the Moijons, or the Lije, and Prafiice; 
_ }TThe new Man rakes a new courſe, Eph: 2. 2, 3. His Con- 
$ Df vcriarlon Is Io Heaven, Phzlip: 3: 20. No tooner doth 
GoEChrift call by effe ual grace, but he ſiralghtway becomes 
hetFa follower of him, Mer: 4- 20. When God hath. given 
oug® the new heare, end writ his Law in his mind, .he (orth- 
OW | _ ers in hls Starates, and keeps his Judgments, Ex:b: 
136: 26, 27. 
Mme! Though fin may dwell (God knows a weariſome and un- 
er Whwelcome gueſt) in him, yer it hath no more dominion 
prialforer him, Rom: 6. 9, 14. He hath his fruit unto holineſs, 
d WiRem. 6: 22. and though he makcs many a blor, yer the 
| V9-Law and Life of Jeſus is that he <yes as his copy, Pſa/m 119; 
- * 330. Nb: 12. 2. and heth an unfeigned reſpec to all God's. 
Commandments, Pſa/m 119. 6- He mikes: conſcience even 
Wot little fins and liecle duties, Pſalm 119, 113. His very in- 
$f; mities which he cannor help, though he would, are his 
nicYouls burden, and are like the duſt io a mans eye. which 
k-bilſhough burlicile, yer are not a little rroubleſome. [O man! 
the Poſt chou read it's, and never rucn in upon thy tou! .by 
 thatſkil-examinaulon? | The ſincere Convert is not one mb at 
F:.- C Chucch, 
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Church, and another at home 3; he is not a ſaint on hjj 
knees, and a cheat in his ſhop 3 he will nor tythe Min; 
and Cummin, and negle@R mercy and judgment, and ih 
welghty matters cf the Law; he doth not pretend piey, 
and negle& morall'y, Mat; 23: 14. But he torrs from 4 
his fins, and keeps all Gods ſtatutes, Ex:k: 18: 2'% though 
not perfeAly ( except In dcfire and endeavour ) yet fin 
cerely ; not allowing himſelf In the breach of any, Rom. 1 
15. Now he delights fn the word, and ſets himſelf t© 
praycr, and opens his hand ( if able ) and draws ut hi 
ſoul ro the hungry, Rom: 5: 22. Pſal:109: 4, Iſa; 58: 10 - 
He breaketh off ifs fins by righteouſneſs, and his ioiquitic + 
by ſh:wing mercy to the poor, Dan: 4:27. and i ah; | 
good conſcicnce, whilipg tn all chings to live hon: ily, Hit | 
13: 18 and to keep without offence towards God at! + 
men, WF 
Hcre again your ſhall find the uvſoundneſs of many pri + 
feſlors, that take themſelves for good Chrifilans. The © 
are partial in the Law, Mal. 2. 9. aid 'ake up with th h 
cheap and cafic duties of Religion, bur they gonot throu © 


with thework; They are 25 a Cake nor rurned, hall ro? h 


ed, and halfraw It may be you ſhal have them exal! wv 
their words, puoRuzl fn theſe dealings 3 bur then they eh 
not exeiciſc themſelves unto godlineſs: And for tX:mi a 
ing themſelves, and governing thelr. hearts, to this thi of 
are ficangert, You nay have them duly at the Churd: Is 
bur follow them to their familles, and there you ſhalt fir 
little bur the word mladed; or if they have a roads In 
family-duries, follow them to their Cloſers, and the he 
you ſhal find rheir fouls are litcle looked after 3; It mayito 
they ſecm otherwiſe: religious,but bridle not thelr ronges Ing 
-and (ſo all their religion is in vain, Jemers1, 26. Ic may? fpi 
they come upto cloſer and famliy prayer ; but foilow th cle 
to cheir ſhops, and there you thal fiad them: in/a traded the 
lying, or ſome covert and cleanly way of deceit, y 


the hypocrite;goes-nor throughour in the conſe of his wr 


F) 


: bedience. ;ed, 


And thus much for the Subje& of Converſtor, | 

26* * The Teri sare either from which, or to which. ! 
1 'The 'terms from which we twn in this motion of G 
'V07/r92, ALE - Sit: SE; the "World, and Onr own Rit 
«OWHeſes © 


' The Nature of Converſions "27 
Fir, Sin Wheo a man |s converted, he's for ever 
n out with fia 3 yea, with all fin, Pſe/miig 128 but moſt of 
hb ali with his owe fins, and eſpecially with his boſom fin, 
ny, Pſalm i8 23, Sin is now the bute of his indignzticn, 2 Cor: 
i 95 1; hethlrfis ro bathe his hands in the blood of his fin', 
ooh His fins (cr a+ broach In-forrowr, It $4 fin that plerceth 
fis him, and wounds him ; he feeis It like a thoin fn his fide, 
jt -like a prick in bis eyes 3 he groans and firuggles under Ir, 
tt and not formally, but feellogly cryes on: O wretched man 
bi He $4 not impatient of any burthev, fo much 2s of. his fing. 
10. Pſaim 40 12, If God ſhould give him tb cholee, he would 
Iti@ chuſe any ati iRion (o he migh: be rid of ſin; he fecls ir 
ih! like the cutting gravcl in his ſhoes, piicking and+ paiaing 
Hf him as he goes, | | 
an - Before converſion, he had I'g'ht thoughts of fin; he che» 

* riſhcd it io his boſom, 25 #1249 115 Limb; henoucithed jr 
pre »p,and i-grew up together with Lim ic dld car as it vets 
The of his -owa mez*, and diunk of his own cup, and hy ig 
1 th his-bofom, and was to him as a daughter : Bur when God 
roup oPpeis 5 eyes by converficn, le throws ft away with a» 
re horreacey, 1/c3 30 22; 285 41 ta49 Wound a loathiſome Tod, 
&! which in the datk he had kuppged fati In his boſom, and 
«y6 thought ir had 5cen {ome pretty and harmleſs bird. When 


the} he fall, whar a fiir Is there to ger all clean again ! He flies 
pay {tothe Word, and waſhes, and rubs, and rinctes : labour 
onge4 Ing to cleanſe himſelf from 31] fiithine(s both of fleſh and 
may} ſpirit, He abhors his once beloved fin, Pſalm 18. 23. 25 4 
w the cleanly nature doth the trough and mire, wherein he l(ees 
raded the Swine delighe, | | 
| \The (oand Convert is heartily engaged againſt fin : He 
f his Wrefties with it, he wa'sz2gaialt it; he is too often foils 
;ed, but he never-yields the cauſe, nor lays down the waa 
'poDs 5 bur he will up and to It agaio, while he hathbreath 
hich, +40 h14-body : -He will-neyer give quic- poſi ffion, he will 
of C ke no:peace, he will give no quarter, he falls-upon jr, 
; RighfAd fires upon fr, -and 13 on diſquieting of it with conti- 
| 2 Lu 
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28 "2 The Natsre of Converſion. 
nual alarms, He can forgive his other enemies, he canph. | 
ty them, and pray for them, As 7. 60 but here he | 
Implacable, here is he ſer upon revenge.z he hunteth, as it 
were, for the precious life 3 his eye ſhall not pity, hls hand: 
ſhall gor ſpare, thovgh it be a right hand, or a right eye; 
Be it a gaioſul fin, moſt delightful ro his natare, of (uport 

to his eſtecm with carnal friends 3 yet he will rather throw. 
his gain down the kennel, fee bis credir fall,or the flower| 
of pleaſure wither in his hand, than he will allow hiaſell! 
In any known way of fio, Lake 19. 8, He vill grant no is 


'dulgence, he will give no tolcration 3 but he draws vpn; 


fio, where ever he meets ir, and frowns upon It with thi; 
unwelcome ſalute, Have 1foxnd thee, O mine Enemy: 

Reader, hath Conſcience been at works while thou hall 
been looking over theſe Lines ? Haft thou pondered theſt 
things in chive heart? Haft thou ſcarched theBook within, 
to (ec ifcheſe things be (0 } If nor, read it again,and makt 
thy Conſcience (peak whether or no ir be thas with thee: 

Haft thou crucificd thy Flecfh with fts affe@lons and 
JIuſts; and got only confcfied, but forſaken thy fins ; all 
Ha ia thy ſ{ervent defires, and the ordinary pragice of eve: 
xy deliberate and wilful fin In thy life? If not,thon art ye 
wnconverred, Doth not Corſcience fly in thy face, as tha: 
readefſt, and te)l chee rhat thou liveft in a way of lying fa: 
thy advantage, that thou uſcſt deceit In thy Calling, the 
there is ſome way of fecret wantonneſs that thou liveſt in: 
why then, do nor deceive thy (elf, thou art in the galld 
birterneſs, apd bond of Iniquity, 

Doth nor thy unbridled Tongue, thy brutiſh Intempt ye 
rance, thy wicked Company,thy negle& of Prayer,oi he gr 
ing and reading the Word, now witneſs againſt thee, all th; 
ſay, We are thy works, andwe will follow thie? Or it That mil 
not hit thee righr, doth nor the Bird withio tell rhe fie 
there is {uch or ſuch a way that thou knoweſt to: be fl e& 
that yet ſor (ome carnal reſpe& thou doſt tolerate thy it! 21, 
In, and art willing to ſpare? If this be thy caſe, thi 
art tothis day unregenerate, and muſt be chavged or cut ma 
demnecd, | | gel 

Secondly, Sctey, Converſion binds the Rrong mil &., 
ſpoils his Arnoer, caſts out his Goods, turns men frol fce 
the power of Satan-anto God, Ati 25, 18, Before, p ry 
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; The Nature of: Converfion, | 25 
Ph | "Devil could no ſooner hold up hls Finger to the Sinner 
bl to call him to his wicked Company, finful Games, filthy 
It Delights, bur preſently, he followed, like an Ox to the 
nd Jlaughter, and a Fool to thecorre&ion of the Stocks 3 as 
©. the bird thathofteth to-the prey, and knoweth not that is 
a ſs for his iſe, No ſooner could Satan bid him lies but 
ov preſently he had jt upon the top of hls tongue, Aﬀ, 5. 5« 
| no ſooner could Satan offer a wanton objeR, bur tie was" 
(el! Guog with: luft The Devil could do more with him” 
In than God could : 7f the Devil ſay,, Away with theſe Fam!- 
ly-dutles, be ſure they ſhall be rarely enough performed In 
nl! js houſe ; 16 the Devil ſay, Away with thls firi&neſs, this" 
' preclſeneſs, he will keep far enough fromſt: If he tells 
* him, there's no need of theſe Cloſet-duties, he ſhall go” 
from day to day- and (ſcarce perform them. But now he is 
converted, he (erves anorher {Mafter, and rakes quite 24 
an nother.covrſe, © Pet. 4; 4« he goes and comes at Chriſty 
Net! heck, col. 3+ 24. Sttan may ſometimes catch his foot in @ 
and trap, but he will no longer be a willing captive: He wa'=' 
3 4 ches againſt the ſnares and*balts of Satan, and fludies to. 
ere! be acquainted with his devices: He fs very ſuſpicious of. 
tYC hls plors, and js very jealous ſo #har comes athwart him, 
tht left Satan ſhould have ſome deſign vpon him: He wreſtles” 
| againſt principalicies and powers, E7beſ 5. He emertalos 
thi the meſſenger of Satan, as men do the meſſenger of death: 
RAI He keeps his eye upon his enemy, 1 Per. 5. 8, and wat 
all ches in his duties, left $2ran ſhould pur In hls foot.” 
Thirdly; The zw0r/4, Bffore a found faith a man is o« 
MP vercome of the 387 {d; ether he hows down to Memmon 5 
_ or (dolizes his repntation, or is a lover of pleaſure, more 
, W than a lover of Gad, 273%. 3. 4. Here's the root of mans” 
I hi miſery by the Fall; hes turned ; fide to the creature, in« 
thelf flead of God, and gives that «ficem, confidence and affs 
e efl| eftion to the creature that is due ro him alone, Rom. 1.25 
hy & Mat, 10-37, Prov, 18, It, 7tr. 17. 5. / IS 
, 0! O-milerable Man! What « deformed monſter hath fit 
Ir cf made thee ? God made thee !it!e lower rhan the An- 
| Reis 3 Sin, [frtle better than the Devils, Toh. 6, 50, and 
p M8, 44. A monfler thar hath his hezd and heart where his- 
) {rol fee: ſhnuld be, and his feer kicked againſt heaven, and eve» 
{7 p ry thing out of place ; the world, that was forimed' to ſerve: * 
Ei, C3 thee 


j 


Fl gent was In the world 3 then the Song was, Sox! tab: thine. 


ON 
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3? The Netare of Conver Gon. i t 
ghee, fs come to rule thee, and the deceitfull harlot hath' " 
bewirched thee with her jnchantments, and mide thee 
bow down and ſerve her. F 
But converting Grace fets all In order agaſn, and pus 
God in the throne, and the world ar his G2» eftool, Pſet," | 
73. 235. Chriſtin the heart, and the world under fect, | , 
'Epbeſ. 3 19 Rev.12.x. So Paul I em crucified co the world, þ 
and the world to me, Gil. 6, 14, Before this change, all! , 
the cry was, #ho will ſhew us any ( worldly good ? But! , 
now he ſings another tune, Lord lift up the light of thy coun-' 
zenence upon me, andrake the corn and the wine whoſo. 
will, Pſal, 4. 6 9. Before, his hearts delight and con-! 


eat, drink, and be merry thou haſt much goods laid wþ for. 
men) Jeers ; but now all this is withered, and there 1s no. 
comlineſs,ther he ſhould defire itz & he tunes up with the: 
ſweet P({a)mift of Iſrael, The Lord 3s the portion of mine inheri-: 
Zence ; the lin's ave ſillen tom? In a ſeir place; and 1 baw. 
& goodly brritage. He bleſſcth himſelf, and boafts himſelf: 
In God, Pſal: $4. 2. Le, 3. 24. nothing elſe can give! 
him contenet, Hz hath written vanity and vexition upon; 
all his worldly enjoyments, Eccleſ. 1. 2. and loſs and dung. 
ppon all humane excellencies, Pb#/ip:3. 9. 8 Hehath life: 
and immortality now In chaſe, Row.2a 95.3, He trades for 
orace and glory, and-hath a crown incorruptible in purſuit 
x C07. 9. 25, His heart [s (ctin him tofcek the Lord, nr. 
Coron, 22, 19 and 2 Chron. 15. 15, H: firſt ſeeks the! 
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WI kingdom of heaven, and the righteouſneſs thereof, and Re) ar 


Jgion Is no longer a matter by the by with him, bur the! or 
main of h\s care, Mat, 6, 33, Pſal, 279, 4, Now tht! o 
eawdy Idol Is become Nebaſhten. 2 Kings 18.:14.and he geti| m 
up and treads upon ir, as Diogenes trampling on Plates! 0 


Wi hangings; ſaying, Calico Platonis fſaſtum, Before, the! of 


world had the ſwaying inrereft with hm 3 he would do! pe 


|} more for galn, than godlineſs, 1, Tim. 6, 6, more 0! 4 
If] pleaſure his friend, cr hls fl ſh, than to pleaſe the Gol! 9, 


| that made him, and Gnd muſt ftand by, rill the world! ay 


Wi | were firſt ſerved: Bar now all muſt ſtand by ; he. hates: qu 
Wt fl father, and mother, and life and all, in compariſon [4 ' be 
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Chriſt, Luke, 1, 26, | | 
[Ml Well then , pauſe a little , and. look within: Doth not! 


th, 


__ The Nature of Convtrhon. Zr. 

| this nearly concern thee? Thou pretendeſt for Chriſt ; - 
th! ardoth not the warld ſway thee? Doft thou not rake 
© more rea! delight and content in the world, then in him ? 
 Doſt not thou fi2d thy ſell better at eaſe when the world 
: goes to thy mind, and thou art encomp:ſſed with carnal 
: delights, than when retired to prayer and medication In 
| thy cloſet, or atrendiog upon Gods word and - worſhip? 
| No (urer evidence of an.unconv:ried tate, than to have 
all thethings of the world wppermoſi in our arms, love, and 
ut! eſtimation, Jeb, 23 15: James 4: 4: ; 
m-' With the ſ5und convert, Chriſt hath the ſopremacy: 
+ How deg: Is. this name.tohim? How precious is. Its fa« 
N-' yur? Cent: 1: 3: Pſal: 54: 8: The name of Jcſus Is 
: ergraven upon his hea;r, Gel: 4: 19; and. lies 45 A 
ſ#' bundle of Myrih b:rweer his {breafts, Cent: :3' 146 Ho. 
no; nour is but alr, and lavgher Is but madneſs, and Meme 
the: js (ellen like Degon before the Ark, with hands. and teat 
fb) br.kin.off onthe thieſhold, when once. Chriſt Is. ſaving! 
ae” reveaied. Here is the p2arl of great price. to the tive 
ſe'l? Coovert, here Is {1s treaſure, here is. hope, Zatth: 13» 
We! 44, 45 This is bls glory, my beloved Is mine, and 1 2m 
Pol” by. Gel: 6:14. Cant, 2, 16, Oh, *cs (*eeter to him t0 
ul: be able to lay, Chriſt Is mire, than If he could fayy 
life: Tre Kingdom 4s mine, the Indies are mine, | 

 Fourthly, Yr own vighttro;ſneſs. Brfore conveiſion, |. 
(ut! Man.ſecks to cover himſelf with his owu fig-l:aves, Phi. 
» 1) 3 6. 7. and to-lick himſelf whole with his own duties, - 
the! Mic. 6. 6 9. He is apt totrnfiin bimſelf, Lab, 16. 15 
Ree) and 18, 9 and ſet up his own rjgh:coulne's and to recke 
the! on hls counters for gold, aud not ſubmit to the rightes: 
tht! ouſneſs of God, Rem 10. 3. But converfion changes his + 
get; mind, now he. caſt: away hijs filthy regs, and coones his - 
rtf; own righteouſneſs but a menfirucus cloth; he cafts jr 
the! off, as a man woeld the verminous taticrs of a nafty Bege 
| do! per, Ii 64. 7. Now he is brought to: porerty of ſpiricy 
10! Matths 3 complains of and condemns himſelf, Row i 
Gol! 9, and all his inventory is, Poo! endmiſcraiie,and wretchid 
orld' and blind and neked, Rev. 2.-19, Heſecsn world of fnfe 
ar. qulty io bis things, and calls hls once ido!jzed righteonſ= 
1 0 neſs but fleſh, and loſs, and dop's meat, and would nor 
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for 4 thouſand wor Ids be found in himſelf, Phzlzp, 3. 4 
7, 8, 9. His finger is ever npon hls. ſores, pſa. 5k 3 
hſs fins, his wants, Now he begins to (er a high price up. 
on Chrifts righreoufneis 3 he ſees the need of a Chriſtin 
every duty, to juſtifie his perſon «nds juftifie his perfor. 
Tarces, he cannot live withour him, he cannot pray with; C 
ont him ; Chriſt muſt go with him, or elſe he cannot cone 
Into the preſence of God ; he leans upon the hand of 7? 
Chriſt z and fohe bows himſelf in the houſe of his God;; Þ 
He ſers himſelf down for a loſt, undone man, without © 
him: His life is bid in Chrift, as the life of man_in the \ 
heart ; he ls fixed in Chrift, :as the roots of the tree 
ſpread in the earth, for ſtability and nurriment. Before, 1 
the news ofa Chriſt was a flale and ſapleſs thing; bu. Y 
now how ſweet is a Chrift ? Avgs»F#ine could not reliſh 7 
His before ſo much admired Cicers, becauſe he could nor © 
find the name of Chriſt ; how pathetlcally cries he, Dul- f 
Duleiſſeme, amentiſ. benigniſ. cariſ. &c. quando te videhu! v 
quando ſatiaber de pulchritudpne tue? Medit. 6:37, Oni. le 
ſweet, moſt loving, mot bind, mofi deer moſt precious, mi. 
defired, moſt lovely, moſt fair, 8c. all in a breath when te fu 
Ipcaks of and to his Chriſtin a word, the voice of the Co. 6* 
yenant, is withthe Martyr, None but Cariff, to 
2. The terms which, are elther #{timate, or Sybordind! y 


_ "— I" AQ. ac 


| _ ahd Medzaere. 


' The 4/timate is God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoff, 2 
whom the trne Convert takes, us hls Allſufficient and Erer. *9 
nal blefſedneſs; A man is never truly ſanRified, tl hi 71 
very heartbe in truth ſet upon God above all things, as hb 
portion and chief good. Theſe are the natural breathing th 
of a believers hearc : Thox erg my portion, Plal. 119.57 MM ** 
foul rel! make ber boaſt in tht Lord,POlal. 34: 2.24) expeftatin 1 
zs from him, be only is my rock, and my ſalvation, he is ll d 
arfence 3 in God is my ſalvation «nd my glory, the Rock 
37 ſfirtngth and reſuge is in God, Plalm 62.1, 2, 5. 6,1 el 
Pla)m 1d, 1,2. C7 | buy 

World you put it tro'#n iſſue whether you-be convertel; Ge 
or Bot ? Now then let thy ſoul and all that is withio chet'# 
atvend, rt 

Haſt thou taiten God for thy happineſs?” Where doth fot 
the content of tiy heart lie? Whence doth thy ow 

comton 


y 


gi} 34 The Nature of Converſion. TY 
2.| comfort comein? Comerhen and with Ab!aberilite up thine 
1p. £-e8: Extiward, abd Weſtward, and Narchward, and 
in. South ard, and caſt abont thee, whar it ts, that tow 
or. wouldfi have in Heaven" or Kirthto make thee happy; If 
th.) God ſhould give thee thy choice as he did to Solommor; ON 
"me. ſhould ſay to thee, as Abeſhxerys ro Eſther, What 35 thy petis 
| off 830% 4nd what is thy requeſt? and-it ſhall be granted thee, 
d;! Efthers. 3. What wouldft thou as3k'Go inrothe gardens 
on 0!-pleaſure, and gather all the fragrant flowers from thences” 
the Would theſe content thee? Go to the treaſures of Mamma. 
tree ſuppoſe chow mighR lade-thy felf while thou wouldeſt' 
ore, ſrom hence : Go to the towers, to the trophites of honours 
by. What thinkeſt thou of being a man of renown, and having: 
if}, {name like rhe-name of the great men of the carth? Would 
nor. any afthis, all this, ſuffice thee, and make thee count thy! 
Dy. felfa happy mav ? If ſo,then certainly thou art carnal,and' 
2þg), unconverted, If not, go farther; wade intothe divine excel- 
mol. lencies, the fore of his mercles,the hiding of his power, 
me. the deeps unſathomable of his All ſafficlency z' Doth this. 
n he ſuit thee Heft, and pleaſe thee moſt 7 Dofſt thou ſay, *Tis. 
Co. £904 {0 be bere, Matths' 19. 4+ Here 1 will pitch, beret will 
[74 and die? VHllt chow let all the world go, rather than! 
7x41 01s? Then "cis well berween Gol and thee; Happy art 
thou O man ! happy.art thou that ever thou waſt boro: [f 
ho}, 2 God car» make thee happy, thou muſt needs be happy ; 
7rer. for thou haft -avouched tbe Lord to be thy God, Dent. 26, 
11 by. 19» Doſi thou ſay. ro Chrift, a5 he ro us, Thy father, (he! 
23 by 0f my Father, and thy God my God? Joh. 20; iy, Here 
blog the turning point. An-unſound profeſſor. never takes vp h' 
"4. TeftinGod,bur converting grace does the work,and fo cure 
a1; he faral miſery of the fall, by turring the hearr from It; 
i, w idols, to the living God, 1 Theſ. 1. 9, Now, ſays the ſou!, 
«chi Lord, whither ſhox!4-1go ? Thou haſt the words of eternal 
6, 1. es Joh. 6, 68.-- fere he centres, here he ſertles: O,'ris 
;43 the entrance of heaven to him; roſce his intereſt fn 
ertet, God. - When he diſcovers this, he filth, Ritarn ante thy 
\ tht ?8t, © ſoxl ; ſor the Lord bath dealt vountifully with thee, 
\Plal. 116.7, And ir ly even ready to breathe out Simn's 
| dot) fong, Lord, now !etteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace,” Lv 
o)ceſ/ 2» 29; 40d faith with 7acozy' when his old heart :reviv{d 
mfon C65: at : 


# 


The Next of Conw® ion, 


jt 24. | | tf 
Wi! ar che welcome 1]dings, 7: 75 enough, Gen gs. 29,When he .* 
Wh fees hehath a G54 i: covenant to go to, this 3s all bis ſel= 


Nm 2/4fFon, and ol! bis deſire, 2. $S1m. 29 5g 


WA Man, ti rhis thy caſ: ? Hiſt rhonexverfenced this? Why | 
Will then, bleſſed art thou of the Lord : God hath been at work | 
Milt with thee, be hath leyed hold on thy heart by the power |: 
of converting gract, or tlc thou could ſt never hay? done | 


this. 


iiſs principel, 


The prizcipel is Chrift, the only Me4iator berween G 1d | 
and Man, 1 Tim. 2. 6. His work is to bring us to God, 1. 
Pet. 3 13 Hz is the way to the Father, Foh. 14 6. the: 


Th: w'd: ate term of converfion ls either prixcipel, or | 


only plank on which we may eſcap2, the only door by: 


vwikhich wi :7 enter, Fob, to, 9 Converfion brings over; 
the foal! ro Chrift, to accept of hin, Col 2.6. as the only 


mezns to life, as the only way, the only name given under 


heaven, ' AZ 4. 12. He looks not for ſalvation, in any; 
other by! him, -cor in any other with him ; bu: throw 


himſelf oo Chrifi alone as one that ſhould caſt himſell 
Yl:h (prezd arms upon the ſea, 


Herre{ (zh the convinced ſinner ) here 1 Will venty! 
4nd if 1 periſh, Tperiſh; if Ldie, 1 will die bere, But. Lord 
ſ-fe" mt not 10 periſh ander the pitifull eyes of thy mercy. It 
FYeat we no! to leave thee, or to turn ewe) ſrom followin 


«fter thee Ruth, 1. 16 Hye 1will thorew my ſelf; || 
thou bib me, 3fthoy bill me, Job 13: 15. 1 will not 6 
jrem thy a207, F- | | 

Tus che poor ſoul doth venture on Chriſt, and reſo 


vedly adhere to him, , Before converfion, the man mide 


tighr of Chriſt. minded che farm, friends, merchandik; 
more than Chrift, Metth 22. 5, Now Chrift is ro him 
his vec-fſery food, his datly bread, the life of his hear, 
the ſtaff of hls te, Philip. 3. 9. His great defign is, thil 


| | Chriſt gay be mapnificd in him,Phil.r 20. His heart ono! 


ſaid, as they ro the $-oule 3 What is thy beloved, moſt 
thah another ? Cant. s, 9. H: found more ſweetneſs 
| his merry company, wicked g+mes, ezrihly delights, thi 
sn Chriſt. FB tock Religion for a fancy ,, an4 the alk il 
great enjoyments for an idledream. Butnaw, to himt 
live is Chrift, Be (cs light by all chat be accvunted I 
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6 clou3, for the excellency ofthe knowledge of Chrift. TA | 


” 8. 
: A!l of Chriſt is accepted by the fincere Convert s He 


| loves not only che wages, but work of Chrift, Rom, 7. 12 
' not only the benefi;s but the burdey of Chr7F ; he Is wil- 
' Nog, nor only to tread out the corn, but to draw under 
' the yoak; H- takes up the commands of Chriſt, yea 
: and croſs of Chrift, Math, 11, Mut, 16. 24- 


. The unſound cloſeth by the halyes with Chriſt ; He bs * 


| 2!l for the ſalyation of Chriſti, but he fs not for ſarRifiz 
cation : Hels for the priviledges, but appretiates nor the 


the perſon of Chrifi . He divides the offices and benefirs. - 
of Chriſt, This is an errovr in the foundations Whoſo ' 
loveth life, let him beware here, *ds an undoing miſtake * 


: . of which you have been ofren warned, an1 yer Bone more 
- common. Jcſus is a ſweet name, bur men [ye not the 


Lord J-ſus in fincerlty, Epbeſ. 6, 24, They will not bave 


him as God offers, To be « Prince and & Saviokr, Atts. © 


6,31. They divide what Gad hath j»yned, the King and 
the Prieſt; Yea, they. will not- accept the ſalvation of 
Chrift, az he intends it; rhey divide it here, Every - 
man's yore ls for (ſalvation from ſuffering, but they deſire 
not to be ſaved from finning ; they would have ther live 
es ſaved, bur withal, they would  have-their lufts, Y a 
many diyide here ag1in , They would be content to have 
ſome of their (ins deftroyed,- but they cannor leave the 
lap of Dalileb, or divorce the beloved Herodias, They 
cannot be cruel ro the rIghr eye, or riche hand; the . 
Lord muſt pardon them in this thing, 2 King, 5s. 18. Ohr | 
be lofiicely render here; your ſoulzlle upon ir, The. 


\ found Gonvert takes a whole Chriſt, and takes him for | 


all intents and purpoſes, without exceptions, wihout lis 
mitations, whhour reſerves,” +He is willing ro have Chilft 
upon his terms, -upon any- terms. '- He 1s, willing of the + 
dominion of Chriſt, ''as well as 'deliverance by Chrifty 
he ſalth with Pasl, Lord, what wilt thox have mt! todo? | 

Atts. ' 9. 6, Any thing, Lord, He ſends the blank to 
Cri, to ſet down his own Conditions, Aﬀs. 2, 37. and” 
I6, 30. . | 
The leſs Principal 3s the Lews, Ordinances and Ways of- 
Ch7i{s, -The heart char was 0ncs againſt theſe, and could. 
| | nor 


Ml Ebrif, by.which you may come to know your. eflates, if.| : 


 norendire the fliiRneſs of theſe bonds, the ſeverity of} j55) 


 The-Nature of Converſions. 


tieit- ways, now falls in love with-them, and chuſes them: | giy 
23:itsreleand gnide for. ever, Pſe/m. 1g, lt. 12. {| for 
- Four things ( I obſerve ) God doth: work. in every, | jly 
ſorund Gonvert, with reference ro the Laws and ways of! (en 


Wl you will be faithfull ro your own, ſouls; and therefore |. (hy 


|} keep» your-eyes upon your hearts as you go along. ; WO 


Is. The Judgment is broxght to approve of them, and ſubs,! ond 


il firiberto-them as. mofi.,righttonus and. moſt reaſonable, Plal,.' jg 


M9, 112,.128, 137, 138, The mind1s brought to like: dr 
the ways of God, and the' corrupt prejudices that were. thy 
ence againſt them ,. as unreaſonable, and intolerable, are} un 
Gow-7emored. The underftanging afſents to them all, as.* cor 
holy, juft;. and good, Row. 7. 12.. Row Is Devid taken! foc 
np;withtheſe excellencics of Gods Laws ? How doth he! fin, 


Linh; expatiatein thelr.praiſes both from their inherent quali«! the 


Wl Zadicixrs-eblolntum, & comperetams. The abſolute judge! 


rles;, and; admirable cfteAs, Pſalm. 19: 8 9,, 10! anc 
& | | 133; 
There {s-2+wofold judgment of the. underſlanding ;} ce; 
he 
ment is, whcena. man thinks ſuch a courſe beſt in the ge-' tha 


18} neral, bur not fur:him ,.or not under the preſent circum; : 


IS +: $2130 


Il] ore defirablerhan gold, fine gold 3 yea, much fine gold, | ane 


| ve-Holy, . that *ds befi ro be firj&, rhar tr ls fo it (elf the 


| [| Rances: he is inz pro hic, & »#nc. Now a godly man's: for 


judgment is for the ways of God ; that not only the abſo. | peri 
lute bur comparative judgment; he thinks them. nor. only | ſen 


IF] bf in general, but beft for. him.: He looks upon the rulez | on! 


of R<ligion, not, only as tolerable, . but defirablez yet pur 


Pjal,. 19..10,. 
His judgments are ſetledly determined, that *cis beft to! 


| |} moſt eligible courſe; .and chat 'cls for him the wiſeſt ard |fied 


[| moftratlona!, and deſirable choice, Hear the godly man's Itife 
| Judgment ,. 7 þnowy O Lord, that thy judgments ave right [Ch! 


gl x {eve thy conmandments abovegold ; 114 abovt fine gold. [ He. 


| "| endl bate ever) falſe way, Pſal'119, 127, 128: Mark; be 
Wt dd .opprove of all ther God required, and dilallowed of all 


eflecyr. all thy precepts , conctrning all things, to bt right; ae! 
mig 
[Yo 
thar he forbad ;.Rightrons 0,162, and* wright ave thy125, 


M  indgnenicy. Toy teſtimonies that they haſt. commanded art” Med 


righeees 


5 The'Natyre of Converſion, 37 
| rrehteous and tt) feithfull, Thy word is true Pow the bez 
| ginnings. and every ove of thy righteous Judgments tndnreths 
| for £v2'r,, Ptal. 139, 86; 160, 162, 163. Sce how read- 
| ily and fully He ſubſcribes ; he declares his aſſent and. con. 
\| ſenr ro ir, and all and every thipg therein contalne/, 
| 2. The deſire of the brart is to know the whole mind of. 
|. Chriſt, Pal. 119, 124. 125. 162. and 2%. 44 $5. He 
; would not have one fin unciſcovered, nor be Ignorant of 
* one doty required, *Tis the natural and earneſt breath- 
| big of a fanQified heart : Lord, if there be: any way of wich; 
e.. edneſs in me, do then diſcover it, that 1 hnow not, teach 
e. thou me, and if T have dont iniquity, I will do it nomore. The. 
e: unſound is willivgly Ignorant, 2 Pe?; 3, gs: loves not to 
$* come tothe lighr, Joby 2. 20. He 1s willing to keep” 
n: ſach or ſuch a (in, and therefore fs loth to know'it to be a 
2: fin, and will not Jet in the light at that window. Now 
i«| the gractous heart is willing co know the whole latitude 
0, and compaſs of his Maker's law, Pſal. 119. 18: 19, 27. 
| 33, 64, 66, 68,. 98, 108, 124. He receives with all ace. 
 ;| ceptation the word that convinceth him of any duty thar 
«| he knew'nor, or minded not before, or diſcoyered any (19” 
e- that iay hid before, Pj«l.119. 11. 
wt: 3: The free and reſolved choice of the will is determined. 
n's | for the ways of Chrifi, brfore all tbe pleaſures of fin, and proſe 
ſos | Prraties of the world, Pal, Ng, 103, 129, 162. His con, 
ly ; ſet is nor Extorced by ſome extremity of anguiſh, nor bs fe: 
cx; only a ſudden and /hafty: reſolve, but he is deliberately 
£4 | Purpoſedz and comes off freely in the choſce, Pſel. 17, 3 
1d, and 119. 20+ Trove, the fleſh will rebel, yer tie prevali= 
{ing part of hls will t; for Chriſt's laws and goverment : ſa 
{rhat he takes them not vp. as his toil or berthen bur hls 
{b'lls, 1 7oh: 5. 3: Pſal. ho; 6o 92. When the: unſant]= 
zvd {fied goes in Chriſt ways, as in chains and ferters, he doth 
10's [ifem naruraity -Pſel, * go.- 8, Jer. 31. 33, and counts 
bt IChrift's Jaw his liberry, Pſcl- 119. 32. 45, Fart. 1. 25, 
. {Hes willing in the beauties of boiin:ſs, Pial, t1o. 3, and 
þ14 mach this fnſeperavie mark, That be had rather ( if he 
be Might have his. choice -} live a tri? and holy life, then the 
f all oft proſperous and flitriſhing liſe in-the worid, 1 Sam. 10. 
thy 125, T vere went with Saul « and of men whoſe brerts God: 
are Med-toxched... When God toucheth the hearts of his cho, 
e085! | ſen, . 


wn 


38 The Nate of Conver ſeon. ka 
ſen, they preſently follow Chriſt, Mat. 4. 22. and ( the] 
drawn ) do freely run aftcr him, Cent. 1. 4- and wllz| th; 
lingly off-r themſelves to the ſervice of the Lord, 2 Chron,! (4y 
7. 16. ſeeking him with their whole defire, 2 Chron. 15.] | 
15 F:ar bach irs uſe; but this is not the main Spri:g! ww 
of Motion with a ſanifi:d heart, Chrift keeps not bli{ Do 
Subj: &s In by force, but is King of a willing people. They] the 
are ( through his grace ) freely reſolved for his ſervice} an 
and do ir out of choice, not as ſliy:s, but 4s the Son or} we 
Spouſe, from a Spring of Love, and a Loyal Mind. In! thi 
a Word the L:ws of Chrift are the ,Converts Loye, Pſcl.! (cl 
119. 159. 163, 167, defire, v 5 20, 4o deligit, %, (ec 
77. 92, 103. II. 143, 23d continual fiudy, v. $9, 79} Sn 
Pſaim Is 2, of 

4 The bent of bis courſe 35 direfied to keep Gods Staty'ts] 
Pſel. 119. 4. 8, 167. 168, *Tis the daily care of hl} thi 
life ro walk with G2d, He ſeeks great thing: he hath} De 
poble defigns, though he fall ro ſhort, H: aims at no: ch 
thing leſs than perſetion, he defires it,he reaches aftzr It; thi 
he would notreſtin any pitch of grace, till he wer th 
quite rid of fin and had perfe&cd holineſs, Phzl. 3-11, in qu 
13, 14 + ; | $4 

Here the B;pocrites rottenneſs may be diſcovered, ft! pa 


| il - deſires holineſs ( asone well ) only as a Bidge to Hz#! de 


yen, and enquires caraefily, whar Is the l-aft that wil do 
ſerve his turn ; and if he can get but ſo much 43 may juſt De 
bring him. to H:aven,. this is all he cares for. Bur th! thi 
ſound Converrdefices holineſs for holineſs ſake, Pſe/, 119) 


97. Mit. $. 6. and not only for Heaven's ſake, He woull Ge 


not be {athsfied with ſo muchas might fave him from Hel up 
bus deſires the higheſt pirch, Yet. defires are not 6 hit 
nough. What is thy way and thy courſe ? 1s tf hl 
drif: and fcope of thy life altered ? Is holind W 
thy trade, and religion thy buſineſs ? Rem. 8. 1; art 
Mat. 28. 16, Phil. 1. 20, If not, thou art ſhort of (ould ca1 
Converfion. ho 


Application. And is this, that we have deſcribed, mt pal 
Cenverſion that is of abſolute neceſſity to (alyation ? Thi do 
be informed, 1. Thar ſtralt is the gate and narrow th Cr 
way thatleadeth unto life, 2. . That there be but P 

We ER gif. Dll 


ho | The Netw? of Converſion. 

l!z| that find fr. 3. That there. is need of a divine power, 
01, | (avſngly ro convert a finner to Jeſus Chrift, 

5.) Again , then he cxhorted , O wan that readeſt, to 
ig] wro fn upon thine own ſelf, Whar ſaith Conſcience ? 
bi} Doth | not begine to blre ? Doth it nor twitch thee az 
5] thou goeſt? Is this thy judgmen!, and this thy choice, 
ce;} and this thy way, that we have deſcribed ? If ſo, then'ds 
or} well, Bu: doth not thy heart condemn thee, and tell 
In! thee, there is ſuch a fin thou Ilvefi in, againſi thy Con- 
«.; ſclence ? D3th ir nor tell thee, there is ſuch and ſuch a 
0.| ſecret way of wickedneſs, tha: thou makeſt no bones of? 
79.) Sach or ſuch a duty, that thou makeſt no conſclence 

| of _? | 

*t, Doth not Conſcience carry thee to thy cloſet, and tell 
hh; thee how ſeldom prayer 2nd reading ls performed there ? 
a4! Doth it nor carry thee to thy family, and ſhew thee the 
no: charge of God, and the ſouls of thy children and ſervants, 
tz thatbe negle&ed there? Doth nor Conſcience lead thee to. 


12 quity there? Doth It not car79 thee to the Ale-ſhop, or to 
* Srck ſhop, and round thee In thine ear for the looſe com= 
: pany thou keepeft there, the precious time thou miſſpen- 
* deft there, for the talents of God. which thon throweſt 
i down this fink, for thy gzming, and thy fullling-? ec. 
ja! Doth 1c pot carry thee Into thy ſecret chamber, and read 
' thee a curtain leRure? 
19! O Conſclence, do thy duty: In the nzme of the living 
' God 1 command thee, diſcharge thine office, Lay hold 
| uponthls finner, fall upon blm, arreſt him, appreherd 
him, undecelve him, What ! Wilt thou flatter and (oorh 
him, while he lives in his finz? Awake, O Conſcience : 
{ What meaneft thou, O ſleeper? Whar! Hift thou never 
areproof in thy month ? What ? Shall this ſoul die tn hls 
careleſs negleR of God and Erernity, and thou alrogether 
{ hold thy peace ? What! Shall he go on fill in his ref. 
; Paſſes, and yerhave peace? On, rouſe up thy felf, 'and 
| do thy work. Now let the preacher in the boſom (peak; 
| Cry aloud , and fparenot , lif: up thy voice like a trum- 
ſet pet; let not the blood of this ſoul be required at thy 
ths hands, | | 
n CHAP, 


ere; thy ſhop, thy trade,and tell thee of ſome miſtery of Inl-. | 


46” | The neteſſity of conver (Ty. pre 


h 
CHAP, II; Of the Neceſſity of-Converſione- | An 
The 


; 
T may be, you are ready to ſay, Whar: mraneth thir] 1g; 
” fiir? And are apt to wonder why I follow you with! 1 
ſoch earnefineſs, Ill ringing one lefſon in your ears, Tha! yes 
you ſhould repent, and: be converted; As, gs 19: Bit " Fe 
muſt ſay unte5 os; as Ruthro Neow?. Intrext me nt 70 leamt} pod 
Jos, 307'to 1x79 aſide from following after you, Ruth. 1, 16;: wa 
Wereſta martrer of indiffeteacy, I would never keep (6) wh 


irs holineſs and newneſs of life. Hath God (aid, Exctp! jul flo 
be born agein, 10k cannot ſee the kingdom of God, Joh. 3+ 34 ſha 
aud yet do you wonder why your Miniftcrs do- (o plainhime 
travel) In birch with you ? Think'ir nor ſtrange, thalfiic 
am earneft with you to folſow after hofineſs, and long wyoy 
ſee the image of God upon you : Never did any, nor Flo 
any en'er Into heaven by any other way: bet” this. The: ma; 
converfion'deſcribed, Isnot an high pitch” of ſome: tallet3 ſelf 
Chrittians ;. but every ſoul that js ſered, pzſſech this un! « 
yerſal change: _ i Pi) 
It way-a paſſage of the noble Romen; when he was hat ril 
ing with cora to the City In the famine, and the Mariners; tho 
wereloth to (er ſail In foul weather, Neceſſerinm eftneviitho 
gere, 101 eff neceſarinm wvivere ; Our voyage is of more ne4 ver 
ceſfiry than our lives, What is ic thar thou doft account ne: 
ceſſary ? Is thy bread necef{iry ? | Is thy breath neceſſt-} | 
ry? Then thy converfion Is" moch' more neceſſ:sy, Indced}}aſi 
rhis ts the 414m neceſſarium,the one thing neceſſary; Thin! the 
eftare is nor neceſſt:94, thou mayeſt fell alt for rhe peatlipra 
of grear price, and yet be a gainer by the purchefe, .Mdb| of x 
13. 45- Thy life 1s not neceſſery 3 thog meyeſt pare with}and 
It for Chri't, , ro InfinMe aduantage,.. Thine citeem is n0lf mo: 
neceſſary ; thou mayett be reprozchcd for the name 

Ghrifk, and yet happy ; .yca, much- mote happy: in 


proad, 
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The N:eff19 of Conver fon. p g! 
proach, than In repute, 1 Pet, 4. 4. Mat $: 10, 11. Bur 
thy converſion is neceſſary, thy damnation hes upon It 2 
And js it nor needful in ſoimportant a caſe to look abour 
thee? Upon this one poſat depends thy making,or marring, 
It} to all erernity. 
thi Bur 1 ſha! more pirtſcalarly ſhzww the neceſſity of con- 
a} yerfion fn five things; for withour rhis, 

I} 1 Thy Bring is 78 vain, Is itnot pity thou ſhovldſt be 
| good for norhing, an unprofitable burden of the earth; a 
61; wart or wenin the body of the univerſe? Thus thou art, 
(0; whilft unconverted ; fort thon canſt nor anſwer the end of 
ily; thy Being, Is ir nor for the divine pleaſure rhou art and 
0} were created £ Rev: 4:11; Did not he make thee for tlme 
the ſelf? Prov: 16: 4, Art thou a man, and haft thou reaſon ? 
net Why then b=think thy ſelf, why ani whence thy Being 11? 
er} Bchol4 God's workmanſhip in thy body, and aſk thy (ef, 
led} To what end-did God rear this fabrick ? Conſider the noble 


J 
| 


00? faculrles of thyheaven-born ſoul; To what end did Godibe-' - | 


J1u5 ftow rheſe excellencies. ? To no other end than that thou 
« 3+} ſhouldfipleaſe thy ſelf, and grarifie thy fenſes?Did God ſend 
nl; men like the Swallows Into the wor1d, onlyto gather a few 
Ricks and:dier, and: build their nefis; and breed up their 
| r hong: and then away? The very Reathens could fce-far- 
ml: ther than this, Art «thou ſo fearfully and wonderfully 
The; made, Pſe/#; 129,11 4 28d doſt thou not yer think with thy 
Wet?ſelf, Curely it was for ſome more noble and raiſed end ? 
unb! © man !. ſer thy reaſon a little in the chair, 1s It not 
i pity ſuch a goodly fabrick ſhould be raſſed in vain ? Ve- 
2+ rily, thou .art in vain, except thou-art for God : Berter 
nets; thou hadfi-no-Being, than not to be for him; Wouldit 
£vi-jthou ſerve thy end? Thow- muſt repent, and be con- 
: ne} verted ? Without. this, thou-art to 18 purpoſe 3 yeag:to bad 
\pupoſe. | 
Firſt, To #0- purpoſe: Man-unconverted,.i; like a cholce 
dcecfiaſirument, thar hath every ſtring broke, or our of rune 
hintthe $piric of-the liviog God muſt repair and tune lt by the 
ell} grace of regeneration, and ſweetly move jr by: the p3wer 
Mikjof aQuating grace, or elſe thy prayers wilt be but howjlogs, 
with and al} thy ſervices will mike no muſick in the cars of the 
» 00 oli Holy, Ep 2. 100 Phil, 2.13, Hof, 7. 14+ 7/4. 1, 15. 
ze All. 
Wit 


road, 


. works, thou canſt nor ſerve 


' yea flark dzad in fin, Epheſ. 2. 5, ] 


Materials for it. Aman miy as well hew the Mirble wig, 


terials and the Infirements in the work, Alts-giving 13 o0 


- Withour grace-fn the hearr, but the carcaſe without t 


| ſhould ſpeak, or look for Logick from the Brutes, | 


42 The N:ceff'y of Conver fon. | 
All thy powers and facultics are ſo corrupt fn thy na: 
tural ſtate, that excepr thou bs purged from deadÞ® 
the living God, Heb 9.14. 


Tit. 1.15, | | 
An ToſanAified man cannot work the work of God, 16 
1, He bath nosbillin it ; He 1s altogether as vr ſkilful nj 
the work, as la the word of righteouſveſs , H2b: 5: 14 þs 
There are great myſteries, as well in the praQtices as prin, of 
Ciples of godlineſs; now the unregenerate knows not the ' 
myſteries of che kingdom of heaven, Mat. 13. 1c. 1 Tim 3p 
15 You may as well expe&t him that never learn'd the 
Alphabet,to read; or l-ok for goodl; Muſick on the Lun 
from onethat never ſet-his hand ro an [nfirument, as thal 
a natural man ſhould 'do the Lord any pleafing ſervicey! 
He muſt firſt be-raught of G29, John 6 45: taught to pray 
Likes r, taught to-profit, 1/ai, 48 19 raught to go, Milf 
1. 3. or elſe he will be utterly atz leſs, ] 2. He- bull 
no-firength for it. How weak-fs hiyheart? Fg'b, 16. 30%. 
He 1s preſcntly rrled. The S2zbbath,. What a wearin-(+If, 
It? Mal. 1.13. He is without: firength, Rom. 5 k 
3. He bath no ming h 
18 3t, He defires not the knowledge of God's ways, Joe. 
21. 4. fe doth not knowthem, and he-doth not. care 
know: them, Pſz/. 82. 5. Hs knows nor, neither will, 
heunderfiand ] 4 He bath neither due: inflruments, ) 


out rools, or lima without colours or Infi-vmenets;0 * 


buiſd without waterlals, as/perform any zcceptable ſervicy. 
Without the graces of the Spirit, which are both the mig, 


a ſervice of God, bur of yzin glory, unleſs dealt forth! 


the hand of divine love. Whar is the prayer of the-l} bh 


life ? Waar are all our confetfion:, unleſs they be thee al 


erciſes of; godly ſorrow , and unfeigned repentibceq.s 
What our p*tirfons unleſs animated all a long with holj, f 
defires, and faith fo divine attributes and promiſes ? Wil 

our praiſes and thankigivings, uvleſs from the loreQ:. 
God,and a holy gratitede, and ſerſe of God's mercieil Fac 
the hea't ? So that a man may as well expe& the 11th, 
his 


moi * 


-— 


\The Neceſſity of conver fron. 
lead otion from! the dead, as for any ſervice holy and zc- 
4 ptable ro Gol, from the unconverted; When the 
""Ulrree fs epfl, how can the fruit be good? Matth. 7, 
_ 18, 
7 Secondly, Tobad purpoſe, The unconverted foul Is a 
ery cage of unclean birds, Riv. 18. 2. a ſepulchre full 


Privy arcale full of crawling worms, and ſending forth a hel- 


. ,flih and. noifome ſavour In the nofiril; of God, Pſal. 14. 3e 
1,40 dreadfoll caſe! Doft thou not yer ſce a change to be 
| are pcedfull ? Would Ir not have grieved one, to have 

"cen the golden conſecrated veſſels of Gods Temple tur- 
. med into qurffing bowls of drunkenneſs, and polluted with 
Rhe-[dol's ſervice? Dan, $s. 2, 3- Was it ſuch an & 
P / domination unro the Jews when Antiechss ſetup the picture 
iola Swine at the entrance of the Teimple? How much 


be nore abomiuable then would it. have been to have had the 
= he Holy of Holfſes ſerved like the houſe of Beal; to have 
 $he/mage of God taken down,and be turned into a draught- 


J 


ITE! 


F dy Inmoft powers intro recepracles of uncleanneſs, Eph, 
withE' 2 Tit, x. 15, Yaumayſee the goodly gueſts with- 
+5089 dy what comes-our. For ont of the heart proceed evil 
rp boxghts, Wwwrders, adulterics, ſornications, theſts, falſe 
mi 0ineſs, blaſphemwies, &:, This black guard diſcovers 
«no at a hell there js within, 

O abuſe unſufferable ! to ſee a herven-borntou! abaſed 


egeverate : All thy members are tvrned into Infiruments 


h þ 
j © the filthieſt drudgery; to [ce the glory of God's crea- - 


ln, the chief of the ways of God, the Lord of the Unf- 
ex", a-lapplng with the prodigal ar the trough, or lick- 
ne 18. up with greedineſs the moſt loathſome yomir. Was 


{* fit deſolate jn the fireers ; and the precio ſons of $7- 
ved COMParable to fine gold, to be efleemed as earthen 
feciþ bers ; and rhoſe thar were cloathed in ſcarler to em- 
trec2/ace dunghils ? Lem.q.2. g. And is it not much more 
grfu!l, to ſee the only thing that bath Immortality In 


lower world, and carries the fiawp of Gad, to be- 
come 


1010 


" rIlof corruption and rotterneſs Mat, 23. 29. a loathſome 


Fery Temple ir (elf curned into a ſtable,or a ſiy,and co have 


jSouſe ? 2 King. no. 29 This is the very caſe of the une 


qÞf uvrighteouſneſs * RomM. 6. 19, ſervants of Satah; and” 


t luch a lamentatlon to ſee thoſe that did . feed delicately: 


4 "The Neceſſ1ty of Conwerfrons | 
come as a veſſel wherein there is no pleaſure, Jer, 2 2. 29] 1! 
( which fs but a modeft expreſſion of the veſſel men pyb!! 
ro the moſt ſordid uſe ) O indignlry intolerable ! Berg 
thou wert daſhed ina thouſand pieces, than continue 69 
be abafed to (o filchy a ſervice, th 
+ II. Not only man, but the whole viſihle creation #s 
U4n without this, Beloved, God hath made all the viſi) ful, 
creatures in heaven and carth for the ſervice of maj?®' 
2nd manonly is the ſpokeſ man for all the reſt;- My) 
js in the univerſe, Ike the tongue: in the body, whid #04 
(peaks for all the members. The other creatures can Ala! 
Praiſe their Maker, but by dumb figns and hints ro may '!0! 
that he ſhould ſpeak for them. Man Is, as jt were, thy" 
High Preift of God's creation, ro offer the ſacrificed W!! 
- praiſe for all his fellow crearures, Pſel: 147, and 148 
and 150. The Lord expeReth 2 rribure of praife from { thi 
his works, Pſa/; 103; 22. Now all thereft do bring 6 '*? 
rhelr tribure ro man, and pay it in by hishand. S$o the let 
if man be ſalſe, and faichleſs, and ſeifiſh, God Is wrayi®" 
ged of all, and fall. have. no ative glory from- li 
works. Ol 
 O dreadful rhought to think of ! Thar God ſhaul Th 
bulld ſuch a world as this, and lay out ſuch infinite 'poxe! 
2nd wildom, and godnels thereupon, and allin vain; ai bi 
man fhould/be guilty ar laſt, of robbing and ſpoiling hit hl 
of the glory ofall; Oh thipk of this ! while thou an? 
unconverted, {i the offices of the creatures to. thee it 
In vain: Thy meat nourifhes thee In vain; the $i 
holds forth his light ro the In valn ; the flars, that fer 
thee In their courſes by their moſt powerfull, through hi 
den inflaence, Fudg, $-- 20, Kef, 2. 21. 22. doit! 
vain z thy cloathes warm thee in vain; thy beaſt carti 
thee in vain: In a word, the unwearled labour, and co 
tinual travel cf the whole Creation ( as to thee ) bs 
vain. The ſervice of all the creatures, that drudge 
thee, and yeild forth their firength unto thee ).. tl 
therewith thou ſhouidRi ſerve their Maker ) is all butl6 
labour, Hence rhe whole Creation groanerhunder- the 
bule of thi; unſanRified world, Row, 8. 23... that pervd 
ther to the ſervice of their lufts, quice contrary 10 
veiy end of thilr Being, 
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FU LOLILL this, thy Religion is in v4in, Jam. 1, 26, 
"All thy religious -performances will be bur loft 3 for they 
1n neither pleaſe God, Rom. 8. 8, nor ſave thy ſon), x 
(#7, 13+ 2, 3» Which are the very ends of Religion. Be 
thy ſervices 8ever (o ſpecious, yer God hath no pleaſure 10 
them, Iſe, 1,74. Mal. 1. 10. Is notthat man's cale dreads 
ful, whoſe ſacrifices are 23 murd:r, and whoſe prayers are 
ma}e breath of abomination ? 1's, 66, 3. Prov. 28, 9. Ma- 
My by, uider conviRtions, think they will fer ppon mending, 
and that a few prayers and alms will ſaive all again : Bur 
nnd alas, (ir: while your hearts remain unſanRified, your du- 
mi) (ies will cot paſs, , How panQual was Jebx? and ver all 
oy a5 reje Red, becauſe his heart was not upitght, 2 K/1.10, 
ce) With Hoſe 1. 4+ How blameleis was Pax! ? znd yet, be- 
| Ing unconverced, all was but loſs, Philzp. 3- 6, 7. Men 
{think they do much in attending God's ſervice, and are 
i ready to twit him with ie, 1/a. 58. 3. Matth. 75. 22. and 
# ſet him down (o mach thelr debior, Whenas ( their per» 
yroy (ons being unſanRified ) their dur s cannot be accepted, 
bj © fooi! Do not thiok, when thy (ins purſve thee, a lite 
[tle praying avd reforming thy courſe, will pacifie Gcd: 
4 Thou muſt begin with thine heart; If that be not renewed, 
{thou carift ao more pleaſe God, than one that having un» 
| oo} {peakably cff:nded thee, ſhould bring thee his your Io a 
vis diſh to pacifie thee 3 or having ſailen inio the mire, ſhould 
| 2x Fhlak with his Ioathed embraces to reconcile thee, 
1 , Tris a great wiſery to labour in the fire. The Poets 
| cg Ould not invent a worler hell for $3ſyphss, than to be get- 
is ting the barre] fill up the hill, and then that Ir ſhould pre- 
\ hi} {ently fall down again, and renew his labour. God threat- 
4 es ftas the greatcſi of temporal judgements, thar they 
if Ihonld build and not Inhablt, plant and not gather, and 
{their labours ſhould be eat up by firangers- Dext. 28« 3o, 
33, 39, 41- Is it ſogreat a miſery to Joſe our | common 
labours, to ſow in vaio and build in vain? How wuch 
thi Pore to loſe eur pains In; Religion, co pray, and heer,and 
1; faſtio vain? This is an undolog and cternal loſs. Be nor 
deceived, if thou gocti on ip thy finful ftate, though thou 


he # | BW, 
ho houldft ſpread forth ihine havds, God will hide his eyes 
© 10} o"thou make many prayers, he will nor hear. ſc. 1. 153 


| Va man without zkill ſer about our work, and marr irla 


the 
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the dolng, tho'he ;ake much pains, we give him ly þ 


(mall th:nks. God will be worthipped after the due; ( 


der, I Chron. 154 13: If a ſervant do our work but qui} { 
contrary to our order, he ſhill have rather firipes thy 
praile, God's woik muſt bs done accoiding to God) xj 
miad, or he will nor be pleaſed 3 and this cannot be, | 
cept it be done with a holy heart, 2 Chron, 25. 2+ | a 
- IV. Withoxt this, thy hopes are in vain, Job. 8, 12, i} 


The Lord bath ntjef&1d hy confidence, Jer. 2 37. P 


F.clt, Thy hopes of comfort vere are inwain, 'Tis not of : 
neceſſary to the (afery, but comfort of your conditlan thy p 
you bc converted ; withour this, you ſhall nor know pear! x 
Iſe. 59. 8. Withour the fear of God, you cannot havett} th 
comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, Aﬀ. 59. 31 God ſpeaks pry 
only to his people, and to his Salas, Pj4l. 85.8. If y 
have a falſe peace, conrinulog in your fins, *uls notg n 
God's ſpeaking, and rhen you may gueſs the Author.  b 
Is areal ficka:(s, Iſa: 1: 5. Yer, the worſt of lickne(s; | 5; 
a leprofic 19 the head, Lev. 13.44. the plague ')n i 
heart, 1K »g: 8. 38. *ris brokenueis inthe bones, Pſali'y} .K 
8 it pleiceth, it woundeth, Ir rackeih, it rormente}} i! 
1 Tim; 1:i0 A man may 2s well expc& caſe, when It 
diſcaſcs are in thelr tireageh, or his bones out of jolar, & f; 
true comfore, while in his (ins. in 

Owreiched man, that canſt have no caſe in this caſe,bi ſo 
wha: comes trom the deadlineſs of the dileaſe! You ſkit Ir 
have the poor fick man, (zying io his lightneſs, he 1s wet "4 
when you ſee death in his face z he will needs vp, 20d4#/ln 
bout his buſin:fs, when the very next ſtep [is like ro belif ly 
the grave. The unſanRitfied of:en lee nothing amiſs, thy, pe 
thi/k themſelves whole, /and cry nor out for the Phylig1o 
an 5 bur'this ſhiws the danger of thelr caſe. il, 

Sin{doch'na:urelly breed diftempers and diflurbanceh'T; 
the ſoul. Whar'a contioeal 'tempeſt and commorionþna 
thete ina diſcon'/ented mind ? What an eating evil ib 
ordinate care } 'What is paſfinn, bur a very fever 1n'tl he 
mind? What is Joſt, bur-a fire in the bones'? Whath in 
pride, bur'a deadly tympany 3 or coretouſneſs, buth®: 
waſathevieand uvofufferable thirſt, or malice-andienvy, WW 
venome in the very heart ? Spiricual Noth isbur a 'Scurif ik 
In the mind, - and-carnal:Scourtrya nnortal Lethargy; * V 


Ws + 
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bt how can that ſcul hive true C: mfort, that is under 
eg ſo many diſeaſes ? bur converting grace cures, and 
| (o caſes che mind, and prepares the ſoul for a fcttled, 
ſtanding, Immortal pexce, Great peace bave they that love |} 
thy Commandments, and nothing (ha'l offend them. Plal. 1194 | 
, th 16g. They are the ways of w (dom thac afford plealure | 
_ | andpezce. Prov: 3: 17 Devid had infiattely more plea» 
; If ſure in the Word, than 11 all che delights of his Court, 

| Pſal; 19; 103, 129, The Conſcience cannar be truly paCie« 
ol} fied, ci] (oundly purified, Heb; no: 22 Curſed fs that 
. th}. peace, that is majntained ina way of fin, Det. 29! 19, 
eat 20. Two ſorts of peace are-moreto he dreaded, than all 
eh} the troubles In tic world; peace with fin, and peace in fin. 
ped. Secondly, Thy bps of falwation hereafter are in vain; 
f ji} yea, woiſe than in vain; they are moft 10jurious ro God, 
014 moſt pernicious to thy ſelf ; There 1s death, deſperation, 
+ | blaſphemy in the bowels of this hope. 1. There is death int 
| it, Thy confidence (hall be rooted ont of thy tabernacles ( God 


a | willup with It, root and branch ) it «1 bring thee to the | 


als) King of terrors, ] b. 18.14. Tho' thon mayeft lean upon 
nrelp this houſe, it will not fiand, Fob. 8. 15. bur will prove 
<Q like-a cuinous building, which when a - man trafis to, it 
at, & falls down about his eart, 2. Thereis deſperation in its 

' Warre 3s the. hope of the hypocrite, whin God tekts away his 
aſe, ſox: ? Job, 29, 8 Thea there {4 an end for ever of bls bope. 
u ſkit Indeed, the hope of the righ:cous hath an end; bur then 
s dt "418 nor a deſtruive, bur'a perfeRiveend 3 his hope'ends 
od #:Infruirlon, others in fruſtra:foo, Prove 10. 28. The god- 
belif ly wut ſay at death, It is finiſhed ; bur the wicked, 1t is 
s, thy, periſhed 5 end 1n too (ad earneſt bemoan himſelf, (as Fob 
þyig-10 4 mifiake.) where now is my hope ? He bath deFromed me, 

11 am gone, and my hope 1s removed like & tree, Job. 19. 10, 
neesh(The righteous beth hope in his death, Prov. 14. 32z, When 
zrjonÞ nature is dying, [bis hopes ate livingz when his body \is 
1isFhnguiſhing, ' his hopes are fl-vriſhing ; his hope is a Uiving 
int hope, 't Per. 1 3. $45 8A7IS4 Logay, but others a dy- 
Y hat Ing, yexa damning, fyut ancoiog hoPe. 'Phen © wick'd 
bur4#en-41eth ( his 1xpeftation ſhall prriſh, and thenepe:s anjx(t 
y, Wen periſpeth. Prov; xr. 9. It (hail be cut iff and prove 
Scutif ike the Spider*s web, Job: 8: 14: which he (pios out of his 
3 * Wabanelsz but then comes death whhahe broom, _ 

wo Lakes 


ve 
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takes down all, and ſo there is an eternal end of bis confi Ti 
dence whereln he trufied. For theees of the wicked ſod or 
fail, and their hope ſhell bt as the elving up of the ghoſt, Jd.ux 
11: 20. Wicked men are ſcttied jn their carnal hope,anl fh 
will not be beaten our of it : They hold ir faff, they wi hi 
not let Irgo. Yea, bur death will knock off their 6 
ers; though we cannot undeceive them, death and judy fr 
ment will; When death firikes his dart through thy live dc 
ir will ler outehy ſoul, and thy hopes together. The u 
fanttified have hope only in this life, 1 Cor, 1g. 19: a 
therefore are, of all men, moſt miſerable , When deaf yo 
comes, ir lets them our inro the amazing gulf of endifte 
deſperation, 3. There 3s bleſphemy in it. To hope we ſl ou 
be ſaved, thovgh conminuicg uncooverted, 1y to hope m 
ſhall prove God altar, He hath told you, that ſo merd ne 
ful and fo pitiful as he is, he will never ſave you. nowwilll co 
fianding, if you go on In ſgnorance, cr a courſe. of i 
righteouſneſs, 1/4: 29;11: 1 C97; 6:9, Tas word, he hit w 
told you, that whatever you be, or do, nothing fhall att Ti 
you to (elyarion, withour you be new creatures, Gal: 6;8 th 
Now, to lay God is merciful, and we hope he will ſaves d! 
nevertheleſs, is to ſay, ln effc&, We hope God willw to 
do as he (alth. We may not ſer God's Ariributes at vil 2 
ance: God is reſolved to glorifie mercy, but nor with i de 
prejudice of truth; as the preſumpraous finner will fit Ct 
to his everlaſting ſorcow. iyo 

Objece; Why, but we hope In Jeſus Chriſt, we put « we 
whole truſt 1a God, and therefore doubt not but we ſhi tic 
be ſaved. . | yo 

Anſ: w This is not to hope in Chrift, but againſt chili 
To hope to ſee the kingdom of God, without being bijol 
again ; to hope to find eternal lite in the broad way, it 
hope Chriſt will prove a falſe prophet. * Tis David's pldtlo 

. I bope 3n thy ward, Pſal. 11. 81. bur this hope is againſt! 
word; Shew me a word of Chriſt for thy hope, thatÞfal 
willſaverhee in thine jgnorance, or profane negle &3 0/2: 
ſcrvice, and I will never go to ſhike thy confidence, $90 

2. God doth with abhorrence refect this hope, Thoſe 97: 
demned is the Prophet,” wenr on in their fins, yer ( WBlc 
the Text ) they will lean upoa tie Lord, Mic. 3.11, Of%9 

will coz endure to be made a Prop to mea in their 
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nf The Lord rejected thoſe preſump:ous finners, that went 
bd op fill ln their treſpaſſes, and yer would ftay themſclres 
]d.upon the God of 1/r4el, 1/4. 43. 1. 2, as a man would 
and ſhake off che briars (* as one lald well ) that cleaves ta 

| hls garment» 5 
fin} 3. 1fthy hope be any thing worth, it will purifie thee 
adf from thy fins, x Joh. 3. 3. but curſed Is that hope, which 
ive} doth cheriſh men in their firs; | 
uf Obje& Would you have us to deſpair. 
ao Anſw: You mnſi deſpair of ever coming to heaven as 
deal you are, Af. 2: 27+ that Is. while you remaln unconycre 
dl ted, You muſt deſpair eyer to fee the face of God, with- 
: kd out holineſs 3 but you muſt by no means deſpair of finding 
pew mercy, upou you throvgh repentance and converſion 3 
nerd neither may you deſpair of artaining to repentance and 
wit) converſion, In the uſe of God's means, 
of w V. Without this, all that Chriſt bath done and ſuffered 
+ has w3ll be ( as to you } in vain, Joh. 13; 8, Tit. 2, 14. 


an That is, it will no way avail to your falvation, Many urge. 


; 6;8 this as a ſufficient ground for thelr hepes, that Chriſt 
are died for finners : But I muſt tell you, Chrift neyer died 
ill to ſave impenirent and unconverted finners ( ſo continuing) 
r wah 273. 2, 19. A great Divine was wont, in his private 
ich > dealings with ſouls, to azk two Queſtions ; x Whar harh 
11 fi& Chriſt done for you? 2, What hath Chriſt wrought in 
you? Without the application of the Spiric in regetieration 
ut & we can have no ſaving intereſt fn the benefits of redemp- 
ve (bil tion; I tell you from the Lord, Chriſt himſe!f cannot (ave 
you, il you po on in this eſtate. 
\<il 1+ It were ageinfi bis truſt, The Mediator Is the Servant 
g bool the Father, 1/e: 42 1+ Shews his commitfion from himy 
y, is in his name, and pleads his command for his juliffica- 
x pldtion, Jobn 1c. 18, 36. and. 38, 49. And God hath cont» 
cinſthMcred all rhings ro him, entruſted bis own glory, and rhe 
thatÞalyatlon of the ele& with him, Metth, 11: 179 Jobs 19. 
&zofÞ2. Accordingly , Chriſt glves his Father an account of 
e both parts of his truſt, before he leaves the world, {un 
ofe 873 4, 6, 12- Now Chrift ſhould quite croſs his Farthai's 
-r ( (flory, his greatet truſt, if he ſhould ſave men in their fingg 
1, (Mrthis were to overturn all his counſels, and to off=r via- 
\cir (#/18nce to a1l his arcribures, | ES 
1 D Firſt 
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- Flrft, To overturn all his counſels; Of which, this isthe 

order, that men ſhould ve broughr through ſanRification,f 
to ſalvation, 2 Theſ. 2« 13, He-hath choſen them that they 
ſhould be holy, Epheſ. 1. 4. Theyare cleed to paidon 
and life through {anRification. 1.Per. z, 2, If thou canſtſ - 
repeal the law of God's |mmutable cannſel,or corrupt him 
whom the Father hath ſealed, to go direRly againſt his comq yy 
miſſion, then, and not otherwiſe, mayeſt thouger to hew 
ven in this condition, To hope that Chriſt will ſave thy 


truſt, He never did, nor. will ſaye ope ſoul, but whom the! 4 
Father hath given him ta eleQion, and draw to him in} yy 
eficual calling, 7obn 6. 34, 37. Be aſſured, Chcift willt yy 
ſave none in a way. contraty to hijs Father's will, 705. 6.3 @ 

Secondly, To «fer violence io all bis attributes: Te Toki y, 
Jstice : For the rigltecuſneſs of God's judgment: lies, in} v4 
rendring to all eccording to thelr . works, Rom. 2. 5, hf 
Now, ſhould menſow to the fl:ſh, and yer of the (pitt 
reap everlaſting life, Gel, 6, 7. 8, where were the gloqy », 
of divine Juftice, ſince it ſhould be given ro the wick g 
according to the work cf the righteous? 22: To bis boy q 
neſs. If Godſhould vor only (ave ſinners, but fave the! op, 
in their ſins, his moſt pure and firi& holineſs wonld Vf jp 
exceedingly defaced. The unſanQified Is, ln the Hed be 
God*s holineſs, worſe than a (wine or viper, Mat. 23.3% Jn 
2 Pet. 2, 22, Now what cleanly naivre could endurett 6g 
have the filthy (wite bed and. board with him, in his pil or 
lour, or bed-chamber ?. It would offer the extreameft wif {g 
lence to the infinite. purity of the divice oature, to by 
ſoch to dwell with him. They cannor ftand in bis juogh fo 
ment, they cannor abide jn his preſence; Pſal. 1. 5. U fi 
5s. 4: $+ If holy D+vid would not endure ſuch In I eq 
houle, no nor in his (ighr,. Pſe/. 101. 3, 9, She} werbllf wi 
Gad wlll? Should he cake wen as they be;from the trovff Dj 
to the table 3 from the Hharlot's lips,from ihe ſly and driÞ my 
to the glory of heeven, the world would think God wil th 
at no ſuch 2 difiance from fin, nor had fuch &iflike off: fl 
az we are told he hain ; They would conclude God wit tal 
altogether ſuch aon- as th-mſelv:s, ( as they wickebr 
did, bur from the very {orbearance of God, P{a!. $0 218 me 
3. To his veracity For God hath declared from hear hy 
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| That if «xy ſpell ſay, be ſhall vave peace, though bt ſhoxtd 
Dy go on 3n the imagination of þ is beat ; bis wrath [hail ſmork 
ef] egeinfi that man, Deur. 29. 19, 20. That thty ( only )thet 
ol} cenfeſs and ſorſake their ſins, (Hall ind mercy, Prov. 18.13. 
ſt That they that ſpall enter into bis bill, maſt be of, clean bands, 
WM} and a pure beart, Plal. 24. 394. Where were God's truth, 
ny if notwithſianaing all thls, he ſhould briog men-to falvati- 
ef 09 without converfion ? O deſperate ſinner, that dareſt 
the} to hope that Chriſt will pur rhe lye upon his Father, and 
: he} cullifie his word, to ſave thee! 4. To bis wiſdom: For 
the! this were to throw away the choiceſt mercies on them 
L Il} that would not value them, nor were any way fuited ca 
will them, Firſt , They would not value them. The un« 
- Þ} ſanRificd finger purs but little price upon God's great (al+ 
0 I yation, Matth. 22, $s. He ſets no more by Chrift, than 
», W the whole by the Phyticlan, Matth 9.12. He prizeth nor 
S, 5 his balm,. values nor hls cure , tramples vpon his blood, 
PI Heh: 10+ 29, Now, Would it ſtand with wiſdom, to force 
$10} pardon and life upon them that would give him no thanks 
CK for them ? Will the all wiſe God ( when he hath forbid- 
v4 den vs to doit ) throw his holy things to Dogs, and his 
tn pearls to $wine, that would (a5 it were) but rurn again, 
10 and rend him, Matth. 9; 6. Tits would make mercy to 
yu bedeſpiſed indeed, Wiſdom requires, that life be given 
3:39 Ina way ſuitable ro God's honour, and that God provide 
ure® forthe {ecuring of bis own glory, as well as man's feltcity, 
5 PU} It would he diſhonourableto God, to ſer his jewels on the 
# foours of Swine, ( continuing ſuch ) and to beftow his 
0 19 cholceft riches on them, thar have more pleaſure jn rhelr 
Juogh full, than the heavenly delights chat he doth offer. God 
5. UF ſhould loſe the praiſe and glory of his grace, if he ſhould 
In 3 caſt jt away on them rhat were not only noworthy, bat nt» 
q willing. Secondly, they are no way fuired to them, The 

f Divine. Wiſdom is ſcen jn ſaitivg things each e> other, the 
F Means to the end, the 06jc& co the facalty, rhe quality cf 
« the pit ro the capacity of the recelver, Now, if Chrift 
| Fronld bring the wnregenerate ſinner to heaven, he could 
'* ike no more. feliciry there, than a beaff, if you ſhould 
+ -ting him into a beau:iful room, to the {ociety of icarncd 
$0 29 men, anda well-farnifhed rablez; whenlsrhe poor thing 
hea} had much rather be grazing with his fellow brutes. Alas ! 
12 | D2 Wha: 
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 Forea languiſhing Patient, 8 ir will be but a very offenc 


- Potency. 


. put out the eye of his Father's Omnipotency, or 


Wiſh. furdity,blaſphe:fy,that is in fuch a confidence ! Toth | 


62 The Neztfity of Converfpon; | 
What ſhould an unſandtified crearnre do in heaven! ty]. 
could take no content there, becauſe nothing ſults him. The} 
place doth not fuit him; he would be but piſcis in ar; 
quice our of his element, as a Swine in the parlour, org}. 
fiſk our of water. The company doth not fait him : What | 
wr" 10 hath darkneſs with light ? Corruption wit | 
perfetlon? Filth and rottenneſs with glory and immogy . 
ralicy? The employmen: doth not ſult him: The Anthem) : 
of heaven fit not his mouth, ſuir nor his ear, Canft thoil - 
charm thy beaſt wich muſick ? Or wilt thou bring bla! + 
thy Organ, and cxpeR that he ſhould make thee melody, 
or keep ilme wfth the $kijfel Quire? Or had he 8kill, ly - 
would have ro will ; and ſo could find no piecfure; 1 
{ 
E 


more than the nauſeous fiomach in rhe mear, on whlchk 1 
hath newly (urfelted, Spread thy rable with delicates,bs « 


Alas! if the poor man think a Sermon long, and fay off | 
Sabbath, 7het « wearinefs is it ? Mal. 1. 13. How miley n 
able would he think ft, tv be held ro fr ro all eteroly;, 
s. To his immutability, or elſe to bis Omniſciency. or Omf n 
For this is enacted in the Conclave of heart; c 
and enrolled in the decrees of the Court above, that nel! 
bur the pure in brart ſhell ever ſte God, Marth, 5. 8. Till C 
Is laid up with him, and ſealed among his treaſures. Not! K 
$f Chrift yer bring any to heaven unconyerred, eitherl# el 
muſt ger them in withour his Father's knowledge 3 at © 
then where is his Omniſcteacy ? Or againft hls will, at ve 
then where were his Omniporency ? Or he muſt chan kr 
his will, and then where were his Immurablility? ©; Ob 
Sinner, Wilt thou nor yer give up thy vain hope off 
Ind ſaved in this conditlon ? Saith Bildad, Shall theta 
be forſaken for ther, or the rocks moved out of roeir pitt 
Job. 18. 4. May nat 1, much more, reaſon ſo with the 
Shall the laws of neaven be reverſed for thee? Shal thi 
verlaſting foundzrions be overcurned for thee ? She! Cit 


the arm of his eternal power for rhee? Shal divine ] li ul 
be violated for thee, or the brightneſs of the glory 0N 
holineſs be blemifned for thee? On, the impoſſi»ility,* 


Chriſt will eyer ſave thee 1n this condition, ts to mo [4 
; avi 


 » TheNectſſity of Converſion, $3 
Hl- Saviogr to become a ſinner, and ro do more wrong to the 
w fofinite Majeſty, than all rhe wicked on earth, or devils 
2d] in hell ever did, or con!d: And yer wilt thou not give up 
i} fuch a blaſphemous hope ? 
ſha + 1H. Againſt bis word, We nocd not fay, Pho hall aſcrnd 
ins heaven, to bring down Chyiſt from about? Or who (hail 
6 aejcerd into tue deep,to bring up Chriſt from bintath? The word 
S 45 nigh xs, Rom. 10.6, 9, 8, Artycu agreed that Ch: iff 
W_thil end the controverfie? Hear then his own words : Era 
cept you be converted, jou (hail in no wiſe enttr into the binge 
' dom of heaven, Mat: 18: 3, Tos mult br barn again. Jon 
' 9:9: 1f1 waſh thee not, tho beſt no pert in me, John 13:8, 
i) Repent or periſh, Luk. 13: 3, One. word, one would thi: k, 
| Were enough from Chrift 5 bur how of:en and exrneitly 
4 doth he rejterate it? Yerily. verily, verily, verily, except 
etc 4 41 be boyn agein, be ſhell not ſte the kingdom of God, 
ft Jokn g. 3, 5: Yea, he doth not only aſſcicy bat proveche 
neceflicy of the new birth, viz: from che fleſhlineſs ard 
ol filthineſs of man's firſt birth, Zobx 3:6; By reaſon of whichy 
2 man is no more fit for heaven, than the beaſt is for the 
ara; Chamber of the King's preſence. And wilt chou yet believe 
not! thine own - preſumptuons confidence, direRtly againſt 
Til Cliriſt's words, ? He muſt go quite agalnſt che law of hfs 
Not: Kingdom, and rule of his Judgement, to ſave thee in this 
exit effare, 
at © II Again? bis oath. He hith lifted up his hand to hea- 
, a ven: he hath ſworn, that thole that remain inunbelief,and 
han know not his ways ( that is, are ignorant of them, or diſ- 
+ Obedientto chem ) ſhal nor enrer into hls reft, Pſal- 95:11; 
W Heb: 3.18, And wilt thon nor yer beiteve, O finner, chac 
{ hels joearneft? Canſt rhou hope he wlll be forſworn for 
of thee ? The covenant ofgrace is confirmed by an oath,and - 
of ſealed by blood, Heb. 6: £7. andg, 16, 18, 19, Matth.25: 
« 28, butall maſt be made void, and another way ro heaven 
Wh found our, if thou be ſaved, living and dylng uaſanRified, 
off God Is come to his loweſt and laſt rerws with man, and 
lf ach condeſcended as far as with honour he could, hath ſer 
off WP bis pillars with « N! piks altre. Men cannot be ſaved, 
# Ville u1converted, except they could ger another cove« 
# Unt made, and the whole frame of the Goſpel (which was 
# Mabliſhzd for ever, with ſuch dreadfulſolemalties ) quite 
| D 3 | altered, 


54 | The Netiſuty of Converſion; "OY 
altered. And would nor this be a diſtracted hope? ||. 

IV. Againſt bis honour. God will ſo fhew his lover! 
the inner, as withal ro ſhew his hatred ro fin. Therefore 
he that names ric nzmeof Jeſus muſt depart from Iniquity, 
2 Tip. 2; 19. end deny all uvgodliineſs: And he thy] 
hath hope ot /ife by Chriſt, mnfl purifie himſelf as hej 
Pure, x Fohn 3: 3: Tit. 2, x2. otherwiſe Chriſt would be 
thought a fayonrer of fin, The LordJefus would haveall 
the world to know, though he pzrdon (in, he will not pro 
re& fr, If holy Devid ſh:l ſay, Drpert from me, dll 
Wo hers of iniquity, Plal: 6. 8. and ſhai ſhut the doorss. 
gainit chem, P/al; tor. 7.. ſhil not ſuch much more expet 
| . It from Chriſt's holineſs? Would it be for bis hononr, 10 

have the dogs to the table, or ro lodge the ſwine with hh! 
children, or to have Ab!reham's boſom to be a neſt 

V. Againft bis offices, God hath exalted him to he: 
Prince, and «4 Saviour, As 5. 31; Re ſhould aR agalnſ 
both, ould he ſayc men ia their ſins, It is the office! 
a K'vp. | 


Parcere (uojeftis, & dibillare ſuperbos. 


To be & terrour to (wil dotrs, and « preife to they that do will! 
Rom? 13:3, 4, He Is a miniſier of God, 4 revenger to (at 
cute wrath on him thet doeth (v:il- Now, ſhould Chilli 
favour the nngodly, ( fo continuing, _) and take thoſe 
reign with him, that would not that he ſhould reign ore: 
them, Luke 19, 29: this were qaite againſt hls office: He 
| therefore reigns, that he may puthis cnemles undert, 
Feer, 1 Cor. Ig: 25. Now, ſhould he lay them In his bv 
ſom, he ſhould croſs the end of his regal power, It be 
longs to Chriſt, as a King, ro ſubdue the hearts, and ſly] 
th: lufts of his choſen, Pſel: 45. 5; and 1'o. 3, What kint! 
would take the rebels, in open hoſtiiity, into his Court?! 
What were this, but to betray life, kingdom, governmedt, 
-and all rogether ? If Chriſt be a King, he muſt haye how! 
age, honour, ſubj:Rion, &c. Mal. 1. 6, Now, to fart} 
men while in their natural enmity, were to obſcure hi} 
dignity, loſe hls authority, bring contempt on his goverts 
ment, and ſell hls dear- bought rights for nought, " 
| Again, 
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The Neceſſity of Contutt ſion, gg 
Again, As Chriſt hould nor be a Prince, fo neither a 
$2viour, if he ſhould-do this; for his ſalvation js fpiriin« 


.al: He is called Jeſus, becauſe he ſaves the people from 
'theſr fins, Mat. 1:21. fo that ſhould he fave them in their 


fins, he ſhould be nefther Lord, nor Jeſus, To (ave men 


: from the puniſhment, and not from the power of fin, were 


to do his work by helycs, and bean imperfed Saviour, His 


. office, as the Deliverer, Is. to 1#7% away wngodlincſs from Jac 


cob, Rom. 11. 26 He is ſent to bleſs men, in twrnzng them 
from their iniquities, As 3. 26. To make an end of fin, 
Dn. 9. 24. $0 that he ſhould defitoy lils own defigns,ant 
nullifie his offices,to aye men abiding in their anconvercet | 
eſtate. | Y. 
Application , Ariſe then: Whar meaneſt thoy, .O 
fleepe:t? Awake, O ſecure (inner, leſt thou be conſumed 
jn thine iniquittes, Say, as the Lepers, if we ſit bere, we 
ſpall die, 2King. 5. 3, 4. Verily, Itis nor more certaln 
that thou art now out of hell, then that thou ſhal ſpeedily 
be in ir, except thou repent, and be converted; there is _ 
bur this one door for thee to eſcape by. Ariſe then, O 


_ Nuggard, and fhake off thine excuict: How long wile thou * 


ſlamber, and fold thine hands ro ilsep? Prov. . 6. 10; 1. 
Wilt thou ile down in the midit of the ſea, or ſleep onthe 


- .top-of the maft? Prov. 23. 34. There is no remedy; but 


thou muſk either turn, or buzn. There is av unchangeable 
nceeſlity of the change of thy condition , except tnon art 


reſolved to abjde the worſt of ft, and try It our with the 


Almighty. If rhou loveit thy life, © man, ariſe and comme 
away. Methinks I ſee the Lord Jeſus laying the merciful 


hands of ar holy violence upon thee: Mcthinks he carries 
.It hike the Angels to Lot, Gen. I9. 15, &c. Then the Angels 
haſiened Lot, ſaying, Ariſe, leſt thay be conſumed, And while 


he lingred, the wan laid hold upon his bends, the Lord bring 
merciful unto him, and thty broxght bim without the cit, 
and ſaid, Eſcepeſor tby life, . ſtuy not in all the plain, iſcape 
to the Mountain, leſt thou be Conſumtde 


- » Oh, how wilful will thy defirugion be, If thou fhovldſt 
yer harden thy ſelf tn thy ſinful flare But non of you can 
ſay, but you have had fale warning, Yermethinks I cannor 


tel how to leaye you ſo: Itis not enough tome to have 
delivered my oun fool. What Sall I go away withour my 
| D4 ertand ? 


| _- _ . 
errand? Will none of you atal:e, and follow. me? Havel | 


The Neceſſity of Conus fron. 


been all this while ſpeaking to the wind? Have I been * 
charming the deaf Adder, or allaying the tumbling Oczan 
with arguments? Do I ipeak to the trees or rocks, or to | 
men? To the rombs and monuments of the dead, or to 2 
living audirory? I you 'be men, and nor ſenſeleſs ſtocks | 
' Rand fiill, and confider whither you are going: If you have 
the reaſon and underſtanding of men, darenot to run into 
the flames,and fall into bell with your eycs open; but be: ! 
thluk your ſelves, and ſct ro the work of repencance, What : 
man: and yer run into the pir,when the very beaſis will 
not be forced in What, endowed with rezſon and yerdally 
With death and hell, and the vengeance of the Almighty 
Are men herein diſtinguiſhed from the very brutes, that 
- they have no foreſight of, and care to provide for the 
| thivgstocome: and will you not haſten yorr eſcape from 
erernal torment? Oh, ſkew your ſelves men; and let reaſon! 
prevall wirh you: Is ir a reaſonable thing for youto. 
conrend apainfi the Lord, your Maker? Iſa. 45.9. or to: 
harden your ſelves apainſt his word? fob: 9. 4. as gon: +, 


| " «the ſtrength of 1//7ael would lye? tſamy 15. 29: Is fe rea G- 


- Dable that an underſtanding creature ſhould loſe, yea live: 
que againſt rhe very endof his being,and be as a broket! 
Pircher, only fic for the dunghil? Is it tolerable, that the! 
only thing in this world that God hath made capable of 
knowing his will,and brioging him glory, ſhouzd yerlive! 
in ignorance of his Mafter, and be nnferviceable to hk ! 
uſe; yea, ſhould be engaged apainſt him, and ſpit his. 
| venom in the face of his Creator? Hear, O heavens, and 
[| | 8lve ear. O earth, and ler che cratures without ſenſe be | 
Wil Jadge, If this be reaſon, That man, when-God harh wer 
riſhed aud brought him up, ſhould rebel againſt him 1ſe.1.2. | 
Judge in yoar oun ſelves: ft is a reafonadle undertaking, 
for bryars and thorns to ſer themſelves In battle agaloſt: 
the devouring fire? 1/«. 29, 4. Or for the potſh:rd of the 
earth to firiye with his Maker? If you will ſay, this Is not 
reaſon, ſurely the eye of reafon is quite put out: Andil| 
thrs be reaſan then there is no reaſon thar yon ſhould | 
continue as you be, bni%its all the reaſon In the world you | 
ſhould forth with repent and turn. W 
What ſhall I ſay? 1 could ſpend my ſelf In this gum 
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$7 
' Oh, that you would bur hearken to me ! that you would 


preſently ſet upon a new courſe ! Will you nor be made 
clean? When ſhall it onee be? What! Will no body be« 


perſuaded? Reader,ſhall I prevail with thee for one? Wil 
| .thov fit down and conſider the fore- mentioned arguments, 


and debate it whether it be nor beſt ro trurn?Come & let us 
reaſon together: 1s it good for thee ro be here; Wile thou 
ſic RN, til the tide come in upon thee? Ts ir good for thee 
to try whfther God will be fo good as his word. and to 
harden thy felf in a coaceir, that all Is well with thee, 
while thou remaineſt unſanRificd ? 

But 1 know you will not be perſoaded, -but the greateſt 
Part will be as they have been, and doas they have done, 
I know the drunkard will ro his yomit again, and the 
deeeiver will to his decelr epaln, and the luftfub wonton 
to his dalljance again, Alazytharl moſt leave you where 
you were; in your ſpgnorance or looſneſs, or In your lifeo 
leſs formality, and cuſtomary devotions! However, I wil 
fit down and bemoan my frutleſs ſabours, and ſpend ſome 
ſighs over my periſhing hearers. 

O difira&ed finncrs 1 Whar will thelr end bez What 
will they do In the day of viſttation? whither will they will 
flte for btlp? Where will they leave their glory? Nis. 10, g7 
Hou powerfully hath fia bewltched them? How <ffcQtualy 
hath the' God of this world blinded thee? How firong 


'Is their delvfion ? How uncircumciſed their ears 2 


How obdurate their hearts? Saran hath chem ar his beck, 
But how long may call, and can ger no anſwer? I may 
diſpure with them year after year, and they will give me 
the hearing, and rhat is all. They muſt and will have their 
fins, (ay what 1 will: Thong! I tell them their is dearh lm 
the cup, yet they will cake ir up: Though I tell chem 'irs 
the brozd way, and endeth In deſtruRfon, yer they will 
go on injt: I warn them, yercannor win chem, Somerlmss 
| thiak, che mercles of God will melt chem, and hls winn 
ing iovications- will overcome them 3 bur I find them as 
they were: Sometimes, that the terrour of the Lord will 
perſuade them; yer neither will thisdo ir. They will 
approve the Word, like che Sermon, commend the prea- 
cher; bur they wll yerlive as they did. They will rot 
deny me, yer they will not obcy me. They will flock : 
Ds | ah 


gt -- The Neceſſity of Converſion, © | 
the word of God, and fir before me 2s his people, and | 
hear my words; but thcy will not do them. They value, | 
and will plead for Minifiersz and 1am to them as the lovely 
ſong of one that hath a pleaſant voice; yet I cannot get 
them to come: under Chriſt,s yoak, They love me, and 
will be ready toſay they will do any thing for me; but for 
Wy life, | cannot perſuade them to leave thelr ſins, to 
forego their eyil company, their intemperance, their un. ' 
juſt gains, &Cc, I cannot prevail with them to ſet up prayer | 
in their families and cloſets, yer they will promiſe me: : 
Hke the forward gon, that ſald, 1 go, Sir; byt went not, | 
Marth, 21. 3o, I cannot perſuade them to learn the Prin. | 
_ ciples of religion, though elſe they #311 die withoxt bnow- | 

lege. Job 36.12: I telilthem their miſery, but they will | 
not bellceve but'cis weel enough: If I tell them particularly 
I fear for fuch reaſons their ſtate 1s bad, they will judge 
me cenſorious; or if they be at preſent a little awakened, 
are quickly Iull'd aflecp by Satan again, and have loſt the 
ſcnſe of all. OE 
Alas for my poor hearers! Muſt they periſh at laft by 
hundreds, when Miniſters would ſo fain faye them? What 
courſe ſhall I uſe with they, that T heve not irled?What 
ſhall I do for the daughter of my people? Fer. 9.9.0. 
Lord God, help, Alas ! ſhall 1 leave them thus? If they 
will not hear mey yet do thou heer me, Oh, that they 
mighe yer liyc in thy fight! Lord ſave them, or elſe they: 
periſh. My heart would melr to ſee thefr houſes on fire 
about their ears, when they were faft ailzep in thefr beds; 
and fha!ll nor my ſou] be moved within me, to ſec them | 
falling into endleſs perdition? Lord, have compaſſion, | 
and (ave them cur of the burning: pur forth thy diyine } 
power,and the work will be done; Bur as forme, 7 cannot 
prevall, 


Chap. IV. Shiwing the Marks of the 
| Unconveried 


WW hile we keep aloof in generals, there is little froſt: 
ro be expected: Ir is the hand-ſight thar doeſ 
execution. David is not awzken'd by the prophets houet- 
ir2 a adifizace, in patabolica] iofinuatlon ; He is forced 

EO 


| 


bond 
a. ag—— 


$105, £14Jtt 3s not waſbed from thtir fiithineſs, Prov, 30-12 
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| to cloſe with hlm, and tell him home, Thos art the man, 
Few will, in wo:ds, deny the neceſſi:y of the new birth; 


but they have a (elf.delading confidence, that the work 
Is not now to do: And becaus they know theml(cives free 
from-thae groſs  hepocrifie, that doth. take up Religlon 
merely for a colour to decelve others, and for the covering 
of wicked deſigns, they are confident, of thelr ſincerity, 
and fuſpe& not that more cloſe hypocriſie ( where the 
greateſt darger [yes) by which a man decciverh his own 
ſoul, 7411, i. 26, Bui man's diceitful heart is ſuch a match» 
Jeſs cheat; and ſelf deluſions ſo reigning, and fo fatal 4 
deſeaſe, that 1 know not whither bethe greater, [the difh. 
culty, or the diſpliceney. or the neceſſity of the ug- 
deceiving work that am now upon. Alas! For my un- | 
converted heaters, they moſt be undecelved,. or undon*, 
But how ſhall this b: efeted ? Hic labor, hoc 'opns eff, 

 H:lp, O All ſearching Light ! and let thy diſcerning 
eye diſcover the rotten foundation of the ſeif-decelver; 
and lead me, O Lord God, as thou did!t thy Propher, 
Into the chambers of Imagery, and dig through the wall 
of finners hearts, and difcorer the hidden abominations 
that are lurking out of (ighr, In the dark, Oh, ſend thine 
Angel before me, to opca the {undry wards of their hearts, 
25 thou dit before Peter, and make even the Iron gates 
to fly open In their own accord, And as Joxethas no 
ſooner taſted the honey, but his eyes were enijghtned; fo | 
granr, O Lord, that whea the poar deceived fouls with 
whom I have to do, hill caſt rhetr eyes upon theſe lines, 
there minds may be illuminated, and their conſcience 
convinced and ewzkened, that they may. fee with their 
eyes, and hear with their cars, ond be converted, an: 
thu mayck heal them, 

This muſt be premiſſed, before we proceed to the di's 
covery, That jr is yyo!t certain nien may hive a confident 
perſwaſion, that their hearts arid flates be good, and yer 
be unſound; Hear the truth himicif, who ſh-Þþwi ln Lagdse. 
cea*s cafe, thar men may be wreiched, and miſerable, and 


. poor, and blind, and naked, and yer not know 1t; yea, 


they may be confident they arerlich,and increaſed In grace 
Rev: 3: 17; There 3s a gent:ratien thet js pure 3n ther own 


vine 


$ Who better perſwaded of his caſe than Paxl, while yethe-| 
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remained unconyerred? Ro#37 9: So thatthey are m[- 
ſerably deceived, thar take a firong copfidence, for a ſuf. 
ficient evidence, They that haye no better proof, than 


bacely a firong perſuaſion, that they are converred, are | 


Cerrainly as yet ſirangersto Converſion, 


+Burto come more cloſe :'As it was ſald of the adherent | 


of Antichrift, ſo here; ſome of the unconverced carry 
their marks in their forcheads, more openly; and ſomein 
- their hands,more covertly. The Apoſile reckons up ome, 
upon whom he writes the ſentence of death, as in theſe 
dreadful catalogues; which 1 beſeech you to atrend with all 
diligence, Epþ:5; 5,6; 9. For this you know, that no whore- 
| monger, tor. unclean petfon,” not coyerous man, who is an 
| Idolarer, hath an inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, and 
| of God, Ler no man deceive you with vain words; for be- 
cauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of. God apon the 
children of diſobedience, Rev. 21. 8, But the fearful, and 
nnbclleving, and the abominable, and murderers, & whore, 
mongers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all lyars, fhil 
have their part in the lake that burneth with fire & brim- 
fone, which is the ſecond death, 1 Cs 6:9, 1o, Know ye 
nor, that the unrighteous ſhal not inherit the kingdom of 
I God? Benot deceived neither fornſcators. nor Idolaters, 
liſt Nor adulterers, nor effcmlnate, nor ?buſers of themſclres 
|| with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilecs, nor extottioners, ſhal inherit the kingdom of 
God, ſre Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. Wo to them that have 1helr 
| Nemes written in theſc bed rolls : Such may know, as cerz 


1aſnly as if God had told it them from heaven, thar they | 


ll -are unfanRificd, and under an \mpcfſivility of being ſaved 


WT io this condition. 


There are then theſe ſeveral ſorts, that paſt all diſpnte 


| re uncopverted ; they carry their marks in $shelr fore: 
| heads. + 


ot 


OO —_—_—__ 


— 


x. The Unclten, Thee arc ever reckoned among the | 
i| * Goats, and have their names, whor ver be leſt them in all | 
the foremcntioned caralogues, Epbſe 5. 5. 21.% | 


| | x Cor: S. 9, IO. 


2. The Covetous, Theſe are ever branded for Idolaters | 


WY and the doors of the klogdom are thut againſt thew by 


— _—_—— 
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. name, Edbeſ, 53 5: Cal. 345. 1 Cor: 6: 9, Ioe 


3: Drunkards: Not only ſuch as driak away their rea. 
ſoo, but withal, yea, above all, ſuch as are too firang for 
firong driak. The Lord fills his mouth with woes againſt 


| theſe, and declares them ro have no inheritance in the 
| kingdom of God, 1ſe.'5: I, 12, 22, Ga: 5, 21. 


4: Lyers; The God that cannot lye hath cold them, that 
there is no place for them in his kingdom , no entrance 
Into this hill 3 but thelr portion 1s with the father of lics 
( whoſe children they are ) in the laice of burvings, Pſel. 
15, I, 2. Rev, 21. 8, 29, Job. 8 44. Pro.” 6. 19. © 

s, Sweartrs. The end of theſe, without deep and ſpeedy 
repentance, is (wife defiru&ion, and moſt certain and in= 
avoidable condemnation, 7am: 'g: 12: Zech; 5: I, 2 3. 

6; Reilers and Back-biters, -That loved to take up a res 
proach againſt their Nelghbouz, and fling all the dirt they 
can in hlsface,or elſe wound him ſecretly behind his back, 
Pſe!: 153 1, 33 1 C072 Gio and 5: 1, 

9: Thieves: Exrortfoners, opprefſors, that grind rhe 
poor, over-reach thelr brethren, when they have them ar 
an advantage: Theſe muſt know that God is the avenger of 
all ſuch, 1 Theſ; 4: 6: Hear, O ye falſe, and purioiniog,and 
waſteful ſervants; Hear, O ye dec:hiful tradeſ-men; hear 
your ſentence, God will certainly hoid his door againſt you, 
and rurn your treaſures of unrſghteouſs into the treaſures 
of wrath, and make your \I1-gorten filyer and gold to 
torment you, like burning metal in your bowels, x Cor: 


' 6: 9310. Fam: 5: 2, 3. 


8: All that do ordinarily live in the projente ntgleRt of God's 
w#r(ip, that hear not his word, that call not on hls name 
thar refirajn prayer before God, that mind nor their own, 
nor thelr families ſouls, bur live without God in rhe world, 
ry on and 15: 4: Pſal 14: 41 and 995 6; Epbeſ: 2, 12, 
and 4:18: 

9: Thoſe that are ſrgquinters and lovers of evil companys 
God hath declared be will be the defira&ton of ' all fuch; 
and that they fhal never enter ſnto the hlIll of ils reft;Prov. 
13: 20. Pſal. 15. 4. Prov. 9.6, | 

10, Scoffers at Religion, thar make a fcorn of precife 
walking, and mock at the meſſengers and diligentſervants 
A che Lord, and ax heir figly profeſſion, and make how. 

elves 
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| ſelves merry with the weakneſs and failings of profeſſor; 4 


Hear, ye deſpiſers, hear your dreadful doom, Prov 19,29, 
2 Chron, 36 '16. Prov. 3. 34+ 1 
Sinner, conſider diligently whether thou art not tobe 
found in one of theſe rankt 5 for if this be thy caſe, the 
artin the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity , for all 
' theſe do carry their marks In their forchcads, and are un 
doubtedly the (ons bf death. : ; 
And it fo, the Lord pity our poor- congregations, O!, 
how little a number will be lefr, when theſe ten forts are (« 
out : Alas, on how many doors, on how many faces muſii 
we-write, Lord have mercy upon us.! Sirs, what--ſhift dy 
.you make to keep up your confidence of your good eftare, 
when God from heaven. declares againſt you , . and pro: 
nounces you in 2 ſtate of damnation? I would reaſon with 
you, as God with them ; How cenſt thoy ſay, I am not pul! 
Jxted? Jer. 2: 22: Ste thy way in the valley, bnow wha. 
thou beſt done. Man, Is not thy conſclence privy ro thy: 
tricks of deceir, to thy chamber=pranks, to thy way of ly. 
ing? Yea, are not thy friends, thy family, thy nelghboun 
witneſſes of thy profane neglefts of God's worſhip, to thy 
ceverom praQices, to thy cnvious and malicious carriage! 
May not they point at thee, as thou goeſt, There goes a 
gaming prodipal £ There goes 2 druken Nebel, a compan} 
on of evildoers; There gots a railcr, or a ſcoffer, a looſe 
Hver? Beloved, God hath written fr, as with a ſun+beam, [n 
- the book out of which you muſt be jadged, that theſe are 
not the ſpots of his children, 2nd that nope ſuch { except, 
renewed by converting grace ) hal cyer eſcape the damn. 
tion of hell. | 
Oh that ſuch of you would now be perſwaded ro repen, ? 
and turn from all your tranſgrefiions; or elſe ininquity will 
be your rulae! Eze& 18. 30. Alis: for poor hardned (is, 
ners / Maſi 1leave you at laſt where you were ? Muſt! 
leave: the ilpler (lili ar the ale-bench? Muſt Leave the 
wanton ftill-at his dalliance? Muſt I leave the maliclous 


Aill-in his venom? And the drunkacd Aiil ar his vomit! 


| However, you. maſt know that you have heen warned, and 
that] am clear of vour blood. And wherher m:n will hearor 


whether they wlll forbear,l will leave cheſe Scriptures with 


| them; either as thundsr:boltsto awaken them, or az ſcarirg 


icons 


ors: 
P29, 


to be 
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frons to harden them to a reprobate ſenſe, Pſal. 68: 21: 


God (hall wound the head of his enemies, and the 54:r7 ſcalp 
of ſuch an ont as goth on Fill in his treſpaſſes. Proy. 29.1, 
He that being often reproved, hardneth bis neth, ſhell ſuddenly 
be defirozed, and that without remedy Prov. I, 24, tc. 
Btcevſe 1bave called, and jt refuſed 3 1 hbeve Fretched ont mJ 
hand, and 19 nan regarded, Bec. 1 will Mock at 2087 Calamie 
11,—when Jour deſt-uftion comecis as & whirl= wind, 

And now I Imagine, many will begine to bleſs themſelves 
and thipk all is well, becauſe they cannot be ſpotted with 
the groſſer eviis above-mentioned, But I muft further tell 
you, that there are anorherſort of unſanfiified perſons. that 
carry not thiir marks in thelt forehaads, but more fecretly 
and covertly; in their hands.. Theſe do frequently deceive 
chemſelves and others and paſs for good Ciriſtians, when 
they arcall the while unſound ar bottom ' Many paſs un- 
diſcovered , till death and judgement bring all ro light. 
Thoſe ſelf-deceivers ſeen to come even to heaven's gate 
with confidence of their admiſſion, and yer are turned off 
at laſt, Mat. 9, 22, Brethren, B:loved, 1 beſcech you deep: 
ly to lay to heart; and firmiy to attain this awakening con- 
fideration; That multitudes miſcerry by the hand of jome ſte 
cret fin, that 3s not- only hidden ſrom others, but ( for want of- 
obſerving their own hearts ) even from tbemjelves. A man 
may be free from open polations, and yer die at Jaft by 
the fatal hand of ſome unobſerved iniquity. And there 


| be theſe twelve hidden fins; by which touls go down by 


numbers Into the chambers of death:Theſe you muſt ſcarch 
carefully for, and taks them as back marks ( where-ever | 
they be found )) diſcovering a graceleſs and unconverted 
efiare, And as you love your lives, read czreſaily, with a 
holy jealoufie of your ſelves, left you ſhould be the perſons 
concerned. 

I. Groſs ignorance. Ah, how many poor ſculs dcth this 
ſin kill in the dark, Hof, 4. 6. While they think verlly 
they have good hearts, and arc in the ready way to ony- 
ver ! This is the murderer thar diſpatcheth thouſands in - 
a ſilent manner, when ( poor hearts ) they ſuſp:& nq- 
thing, and ſee not the hand that miſchiefs tiem. You 
ſhal find, whatever excuſes you have for ignorance, that. 
I: Is a foul-undgipg eyil, 2/6, 274 11: 2 Thefy 1. 8, 2 Cor. 

| 4 
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$3: Ah ! Would it nor have pitled a man's heartto hin | 


ſeen that wofal (pe&acle, when the poor Proteſtants were 
fhut up, a multitude rogether, in a bara 3 aud a Butcher 
comes, with his inhumane hands warm in humane blood 
. antl leads them one by one, blindfold, to a block, where 
he flew chem ( poor innocents! ) one afcer another, by 
the ſcores, In" cold blood ? Bur.how much more ſhould 
our hearts bleed, to think of the hundreds in great congre 


gations, that ignorance doth butcher in ſecret, and lead} 


them blindfold tothe block? Beware this be none of your 

caſe : Make no pleas for ignorance : If thou ſpare that ſin, | 
know that that will not ſpare you. Will « man keep 
murderer In his boſom ? 
" 2. Secret reſerves tn clofing with Chtifi, To forfake all 
for Chrift : to hate father and mother, yea, and a man';. 
own life for hlm; this is a hard ſaying, L#þ. 14: 26, 
Some will do much, but they will nor be of the religion, 


that will undo them; they never come to be entirely devo. 
ted to Chrift, nor fully ro reſign ro him ; rhey muſt hare. 


the (weer fin, they mean todo themſelves no harm; they 
have the ſecrer exceptions for life; liberty, or eftate: 
Many rake Chrift thus hand over head, and never confider 
his ſelf-denying terms, nor caſt up the coſt ; and this er- 
rour in the fonndarion marrs all, and ſecretly ruins them 
for ever, Lybe 14. 28. Mdeith. 13. 21» 

3. Formality in Riligion; Many fiick In the bark, and 


reſt in the outfide of Religion, and In rhe external per. 


'formances of holy dutlrs, Matth. 23. 25. And this oft 


| times doth moſt effeRually dective men, and doth more | 
- certaltily undo them, than open looſeneſs ;/ as ir was 1D the 


Phariſee's caſe, Met, 23, 31, They hear, they faſt, they 
pray, they giveaims; and therefore will nor believe but 


S rhelr caſc.is good, Lyke 18. Ito Whereas refting jn the 


S work done, and coming ſhort in the heart work, and the 
| Joward power and vitals of Religion, they fall ar 14ſt into 
"the burning, from rhe flattering hopes and confident pet- 
{ ſwafions of 'thelr being fn the ready way to heaven, Matth. 


| 9. 22, 23, O dreadful caſe, when a man's Reilpion ſhil- 


fervc only ro harden hIm, and effc&ually ro delude and 
deceive his ewn ſonl! 


= =. mt 


25, This was the bane of the Phariſces. Oh, how many 
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4 poor ſoul is nndone by this, and drops into hell, before 
he 6\(cerns his miſtake! He performs good duties, and fo 
thinks all is well, and perceives not that he ls «Fyeted by 
carnal motives all the while, Irfs roo true, that even with 
the truly ſanRified, many carnal ends will oft-tlmes creep 
In, but they are the marter of his hatred and humiliation, 
and never come to be habitually prevalent with him, and 


' to bear the greateſt ſway, Rom. 14- 7, Bur now, when 


the malo thing that doth ordinarly carry a man our to re- 
ligfows duties, fhal be ſome carnal end, as to fatisfie. his 


| conſcience, to get the repute of being religious, robe ſeen 
| of men, to ſkew his own gifts and parts, to avold the re- 
' proach ofa profane and irreligious perſon, or the like 
this difcovers an unſound heart, Hof. 1o. I. Zech. 97.5, 64 
' © Chilitians, if you would avoid ſelf deceir, ſee that you 


' mind, nor only your as, but withal, yea, above all your 
ends. : 


s Truſting in thtir own righttonſneſs, Luke 18.9, Thik.Is 

a foul-undoing miſchief, Rom 1c 3. When men do traft 
In their own righteouſneſs, they do Indeed reje& Chriſt's, 
Beloved, you had need be watchful on every hand ; fory 
nor only your ſins, but your dutles, may undo you. It- 
may be you never thought of this, but ſo jt i4, thata man 
may as certainly miſcarry by his feeming righteouſneſs, and 
ſuppoſed graces, as by groſs fins 3 and thar is, When a man 
doth truft ro theſe as his righteouſneſs before God, for the 
farisfyiog his juſtice, appeafing his wrath, procuring his fa- 
your, and obtaining of his own pardon; for this Is to pur 
Chri{t ont of office, and make a Szviour ofonr own duties 
and graces, Beware of this. O profeſfors ; you'are much 
io duties, bur rhis one fly wil! (ſpoil all rhe olatment, When 
you have done mof}, ani beſt, be ſure to go our. of your 
felves ro Chrift, reckon your own righteouſuels but rags, 
Pſal. 243: 2. Philip. 3. 8. 1ſa; 64: 6. Neb: 13: 22; 

6: Aſecrtt enmity againſt tbe ſtrifineſs of Religion. Many 
mora! perſons, pu»Qua) in their formai devotion, have yet 
a bitter enmity againſt preciſeneſs, and hate the life and 
poxer of Relygion. Philip. 3. 6. compared with Ads 9.1. 
They like not this frowardnets, nor that men ſhould keep 


 uch a filr la Religion ; They condemn the firiineſs of Re- 


liglon 


Pe nn, er Far, 0 
ligion, as fingulacity, indiſcretion, and. loremperare zea] 


L 
And with them,a livelyPreacher,or iivelyChriſtian,ls but by 
heady fellow, Theſe men love not holineſs, as holineh} te 

_ ( for then they would. love the height of holineſs ) and ix 

| therefore are undoubtedly rotte at heart, whatever goo x 

| opinlon they have of them(clves. | { fr 
' 9, The reſting ina certain pitch of Religion, When thy! 4 
have ſo mach as will ſave them ( as they. (uppoſe ) thy, b 
| look no further, and fo ſhew themſelves ſhort of true gragf 1 
| which will ever put men upon aſpiring to farther perfeR| 
on, Philip: 3. 13. Prov: 4: 18, | n 
| 8, The predominant love of the world; This 15 the ures ] 
vidence of an unſauctified heart, Mark 1o. 37. 1 7Jolt a 
A 2: [Ss | 'y L 
But how clofe doth this fia ilurk ofc-rimes under eff] 
covert of forward profeſſion? Luke 2. 14:, Yea, ſuchy} x 
power. of deceit is there in thi fia,thar many times, whe! 2 
every body elſe can ſee the man's worldlineſs. and covit} x 
ouſneſs, he cannot (ce It himſelf; but hath (o many colour} \ 
| and excufes, and pretences for his eagerneſs on the world, 
that he doeh blind his own eyes,and periſh in his ſelf-deceit; 
| How many profeſſors be here, with whom the world bath! 
| morecf thelc hearts and affeRions than Chrift ? Who mind} 1 
earthly things, and thereby are evident afcer the fleſh,and} 1 
|| like to end in deſtruRjon? Rom: 8: 5: Phil: 3: 9; Ya! « 
| a5k theſe meny and they will rell you confideatly, they] | 
| prize Chriſt above all, God forbld elſe! and ſee nor thelt| \ 


own earthly. mindedneſs, for want of a narrow obſervation 
| ofthe workings of their own hearts. Dtd they bur careful 
| ly ſearch, they would quickly find, that their greateſt cowv| | 
| tent fothls world, Lake 12: 19: And thelc greateſt cars} 
and main endezrour to get and ſccure the worldz which| 
are the certain diſcovery of an unconverted ſinner, May ht 
profeſſing part of the world rake earneft heed, that they | 
periſh not by the hand of this fin ﬀnobſerved. Men mij | 
be, and ofren are kept off from Chriſt, as-effe Rually, by 
the Inordinate love of lawful comforts, as by the moſt ute 
lawful courſes, Metth 22.5: Lybe Ig. 18, 19, 20, 24 
9. Reignina malice end tnvy againſt thaſe that difreſþ1i , | 
them, or ere injurious to them, 1 John 2. 9, 11, Oh, How 
do many that ſeem to be religious remember {njuries, and 
carry - 
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carry grudges, aud will returD men as good as they bring 3 


utd rendring evil for evil, loving to rake revenge, withing evil 


he - and carnal ends in God*s ſervice, fmbltrered agataft 


to them chat wrong them,direGly againſt the rule ofrhcGo« 
{ ſpel,the patern of Chriſt,and the natureof God, Rem 12.14, 


17.1Pet 2.21.2 3Nehg.17 Doubtles, where this evil is kept bolt- 


| ing in the heart, and {s not hated, refifted, mortified, bur 


doth habiceally prevall, that perſon is In the very gall of 
bitrernceſs, and In a ſtate of dcath, Marth. 18. 34. 35s 
1 7obn 3: 14, 15. . 

Rezder, doth pothing of this touch thee ? Art thou In 
none of the fore-mentioned ranks ? Oh, ſearch, and tearch 
egain; rake thy heartſolemniy to razk, Wo umo thee, if 
after all thy profeſſion, thou ſhouldeſt be found under the 
power of ignorance, loſt in formality, drowned in earths 
ly-mindedneſs, envenomed with malice, exalted In an ©. 
pinion of thine own righteouſneſs, levened with hypoczte, 

IL) 
neſs: This would be a (ad diſcovery, that all thy Religion 
were in vain, Burt I muſt proceed, | 

10. #1107tified pride; When men love the praiſe of men 
mare than the praife of God z and ſer their hearrs upon 
men's efteem, applavſe, and approbatlon, It Is moſt cer- 
taln rhey are yer In their fins, and firangers to rrue cons 
verſion, obs 12. 43; Gel, 1,10. When men ſee not,nor 
complain of, nor groan under the pride of their own hearts, 
Ir is a ſign they are flaik dead in fin. Oh, how ſecretly 
doth this fin live and reign in many hearts, and they know 
it not, bur are very firangers to'themſelves/ 7obn g. 40; 

1. The preveiling love of pleaſure, 2 Tim. 3. 4. This is 


_ 4 black mark, When men glve the fleſh the liberty that it 


Crayes, and pamper and pleaſe ir, and do not deny and re. 
ſiraln ir ; when their: great delight 3: in gratifying thelr 
bellies, and pleaſing their ſenſes; whatever appearance 
they may have of Reiſpion, ail Is unſound, Rem. 16, 18, 
Tit. 3. 3. A fi:ſh-plesfing life cannor be pleaſing to God 
They tbat are Chrift's have crutified the fleſh, and are careful 
to crols it, and keep it under, as their enemy, Ga, 5. 
24 I Cor. 9 25, 26, 27. 

12. Cana! ſecurity, or &preſumptuons and ungrounatd cons 
faence, that their condition is altady good, Rev: 3. 19, 
Many cry, peace and fafety, when ſudden defiiutiion fs 

coming 


 ANEOS 


- coming upon them, 1 Theſ. 5. 3+ This was that which 


. that a carnal peace doth commonly prove the moſt more 


| _onr, and ſpeak home to him that heareth or readeth thelc 
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kept the fooliſh Virgins Nlecping, when they ſhould hat 
been working ; upon their beds, when they ſhould hart 
been ar the markets, Matth, 25; 5,10. Pro, 10.5. The 
perceived nor their wanr of oll, ei the Bridegroom we 
come ; and while they went co buy, the door was ſhut} 
And Oh thattheſe fooliſh Virgins had no ſucceſſors! Where 
is che place, yea, Where Is the houſe almoſt, where theſe 
do not dwell ? Men are willing to chertſh in themſelyey 
upon never {9 ſlight grounds, a hope that their condliia 
Is good, and fo look not our after a change, and by thh 
means periſh in their ſins. Are you at peace ? Shew mt 
upon whert grounds your peace Is maintained; Is [ty 
S$criprare.peace? Can you fhew the diſtinguiſhing mark 
of a ſound believer? Can you evidence thar you have ſome| 
this more than any hypocrite in the world ever had? 
nof, fear this peace more than any trouble z and knoy 


tal enemy of the poor ſoul 3 and whijes is (miles and kil.| 
&s , and ſpeaks it fair, doth farally (mite fr, as ir were! 
under the fifth cib #6 


[5 
$- 
Ly 
: 


* By this reime methinks 1 hear my Reeder crying out | 


with the Difciples, Who then ſhal be ſaved? Ser out! 
from amoag our Congregations all thoſe ren ranks of rhe 
profain on the one hand and then beſides, take our all theſe | 
twelc ſorts of cloſe and ſelf. deceiving hypocrires on the 
other hand, aud tell me then, whither It be not a remnant ' 
thar (hill be feved. How few will be the ſheep thar ſhil| 
be lefr. when a!l rhcese ſhall be ſeparated, and (et among | 
the goars; For my part, of all my numerous hearers, ! 
have no hopeto ſee any of them in heaven, that are tobe | 
found amerg theſe two and ewenty forts thar are hete 
mentioned, except by ſound converſion they be broxght 3019 
another conditien, | 

Application. And now, Conſcicnce,do thine office : Speik 


lncs, if thou fiad any of theſe marks upon him, thou 
moſt pronounce him utcerly unclean ,Ltvit.y3.44: Tak 
not up a lye into thy month :. Speak nor 
tro whom God ſpeaks no pezce. Let nor luſt bribe thee, 9f | 


® 


peace to him, | 


ſelf love, or carnal picjudice blind thee. ſubpena thee ow | 
Ee, the | 


J The Nectſſity of Converfaon, - 9 
+} the Court of Heaven, ro come and give in evidence. £ 
uf require thee, In the name qf God to go with me to the 
{caich of the ſuſpe&ed houſe. As thou whit anſwer It at thy 
hezt peril, give ina true report of the ſtare and caſe of him that 
ir readeth this book, Conicience, wilc thou altogether hold 
ſhajl thy peaec ar ſuch a time as thi? I adjure rhee by the 
\ere} Iiving God, that thou cell us the erath, Merh.26.63.ls the 
ney man converted, or 1s he no? Doth he allos himielf in any 
vert V4y of fin, or doth he no'? Dorh he truly love, and pleaſe. 
tion} 40d prize, and delight in God aboye all other things, or 
thj1 Dot? Come, pur It ro an If. ue. 
wml How long ſhall this foul Hye at uncertainties?O Conſcience, 
{+4} bring io ehy verdict. 1s this man anew man or Is he nor? 
rg} Bow doſt thou find it? Hath thers paſſed a rhrough and 
om: Mighty change upon him, or not? When was the time* 
421 Where was the place, or what wes the means by which this 
non} thorough change of che new birth was wrought io hls ſou? 
ore! Speak, Conſcience: Or if thou canſt nor rell rime and 
kif, | Plzce,canſt thon ſhew Scripture- evidence, that the work 
ere 35 done? Hath the man been ever taken off from hls falſe 
7} botrom, from the falſe hopes, and falſe peace, wherein 
out Once he truſted; . hath he been deeply convinced of fin, 
out! 32d of his loft and undone condition, ard brought out of 
the | himſelf, and off from his ſins, to give vphlmſelf entirely 
iefe | 70 eſurChriſi? Oc doft thou not find him to this day under 
the | the power of ignorance or in the mireof profarencis?Haft 
ant thounot taken upon him the gains of uurighreouſneſs?Doſt 
ſl Pot thou find him a firanger co prayer, a negleRer ofthe 
ng | ord, alover of this preſent world? Doit not thou ofren 
*w | catch him ina iye? Doſt nor thou find his heart fermented 
with maiice, or burning with luft or going afrer his cove- 
ere | touſneſs?Speak plainly roal the fore-mentloned particulars: 
114 | Canft thou acquit this wan, this woman, from belong any 
vf the two and twenty ſores here diſcribed? jt he be found 
ik | With apy of them, ſet him afide, his portion is not with 
ele | the Saints: he moſt be converted, and made a new creature 
10u | Or cls he cannot enter into the Kingdome of God. | 
ake - Beloved, Be not your own betrayers, do nor deceive 
im, | Your oun hearts nor ſet your hands to your own ruin, by 
jt: @wilful blinding of your iclyes. Ser vp a Tribunal In your 
own breaſts; Bring the word and conſcience together: 
--1""; 8 


\FYy 7” -— mM Neeeſs3ty of Converſion: 
To the Lew, and to the teſtimony, 1ſe,8.20. Hear what thel: 


" 


word concludes of your eſtates. Oh follow the ſearch, tlil 
you have found hoy the caſe ſtaftids: Maſtake here, and 
periſh. And fuchis the treachery of the heart, the ſubtfly 
of the temprer and the deceitfullneſs of fin Jer. 17. 9. 2 
Cor. 11.3 H6b.3.13, all conſpire to flatter and deceive the 
poor ſoul; and withal, ſo common and cafic jr js tobe 
mifaken, that *tis a thouſand tro one but you wil be decet- 
ved, unleſs you be very careful, and through, and. impar. 
tial fn the enquire into your ſpiritual conditions, Oh, there- 
fore ply your works,go to the botrom, ſearch as with candle 
welgh you in the ballance, come to the ſtandard of the 
$1aQuary, bring your coin to the touch. ſtone, You have 
the archeſt cheats in the world to dale whth, a world of 
counterfeir cola is going. happy Is he that tzke3no counter} 
for gold, Satzn is maitcr of deceits; he can draw to the} 
life, he is perfe& Inthe trade, there is nothing buthe| 
can imitate: You'cannot wiſh for any grace, bur he can 
fir you to a hair with a counterfelr. trade warily, look on 
every piece you take, be j:aJous, truſt not ſo much i 
your oun hearts; Run to.God to ſearch you, and try you j| 
to examine you, and prove your reins, Pſel 26:2.and 219} 
23,24. If other helps ſuffice ot ro bring all ro an iſſue, but 
you are ſtillar a loſe, open your ciſes faithfully ro fome 
godly and faithful Minlifter. 244/.2.7. Reft not, till you have 
put. the buſineſs of your etcrnal weliare out of quetifon 
x Pit.2.10 0 ſearcher of htarts, put thox this ſoul upon, ard 

belp him in the ſearch. 


ne 


Cap. V, Shewing the Miſeries of the |} 


Unconveried. | 


O unſpeak? bly dreadful is the cafe of every unconverted 
(oul, that I have ſomrimes thought, if we could but 
convince men chat they are yer unrepenerare, the work 
were upon the matter done. Bat I ſedly experience, thit 
ſuch a ſplirirof ſloth and lumber. (Rom.c1.9. Matth 13.15) 
poſſcſleth the unfandilfied, that though they be convinced 
that they are yet uncourerted, yet they oft-rimes careleſly | 


fi; fill; and what through the avocetion of ſenſual pleafors | 
of | 
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] © The Neceſsity of Conwtyſion, 1 
ie | or hurry of worldly bufine(s, or noiſe and clamonr of | 
lit 4 earthly cares, and luſfts, and affe&\ony, Luk.8-14 the voice 
14} of conſcience is drowned, and men go no t«ither than ſome 
ty | cold wifhes, and general purpoſes of repenting and amen: 
2 ding, Act. 24. 35: : _ 
hel Ir {is therefore of high neceſſity , that TI do not only 
be convince men that they are uncopyerred, but that I alſo 
Y endeavour to bring them to a ſence of the fearful miſery of 
this cf}ate. | 
2. But hear I find my (elf a-ground at firſt putting forth 
l4} What topgue can tell the heirs of hell (vfficienily of their 
het miferys uvleſs rwere Dives's. in that fl:me? Lik i6.245 
vel Where is the ready wiirer, whoſe pen decipher their miſe» 
off ry, that are without God in the world? Epbeſ 2.12, This 
cannot fuliy be done, unleſs we knew the l1:fintte ocean of 
hef thar bliſs and perſeRion which is in that God, which a 
het flatc of fin doth «xclude men from. ho k:owetb { faith 
ant Moſes ) the paxy 0/ thixt anger? Plal. 90.11. And hou ſtall I tell 
on} men that which1do not know Yet«ſo much we know a$, 
4x} one wouid think, would ſhake the heart of that man that 
a ;} had thelcaſt degtee of ſpricicuz} life and ſence. 
19, Bur .thls I yer che more poſing difficulty, that I am to 
bur ſpeak ro them that are withour (erce, Alas, this Is not the 
leaſt part of mar's miſery upon him, that he is dead, ſtark 
wel dead ID trreſpaſſes and finf, Epheſ. 2. 1, 
15170 Could I bring Paradice into view, or repreſent the king- 
x4} dom of heaven to as much advantage, as the temprer did 
| the kingdoms of the world, and all re glory thereof, ro 
| Our Seviour ; or could I uncover the fzce of the deep, and 
| devouring gulph of Tepeth In all its terrours,and open the 
cares of the tnfernal furnace; alas, he hath no eyes to ſee 
It, 747, 13. 14 15. Covld I paint our the beauries of 
hollne(s or glory of the Goſpel, ro the lile; or could 1 
ted | bring abore-board the more then dlabolfcal deformity and © 
but | vglineſs of fin, he can no more jadge of the J>velineſs and 
ork | beauty of the one, nor the filthineſs and hatefulneſs of rhe 
hat | other, rhen the {:'ind min of colours. Hz 15s altenated 
6)| from the life of God, through the ignorance that is in 
ced | him, becauſe of the blindneſs of his heart Epbeſ. 4. 18; 
eſly | He neither doth, nor can know the things of God, becauſe 
res; Mey are ſpirkually diſcerned , x Cor, 2. 14+ Hls cyes can» 
of} -- nor 
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= F- 
nor be favingly opened; but by converting grace, A.26.18, 


he is a child of darkneſs: and wajkes in darkneſs, 1 Fop.1,6, 
. Yea, the light in him is darkneſs, Math. 6. 2. 3; 

-Shall I ring his kaell, or read his ſenrence, or found 
In his car che cerrible rramp of God's judgments,thar one 
would think ſhould make both his cars to tingle, and firike 
him into B:[ſh123,.00's fir 3 even to appeal hls countenance 


and looſe hi- joiaces, and make his kaces (mite on againſt) 
another? Yer, alas he perceives me nor, he hath no ea] 


to hear O- ſhall I cal up all the daughters of mufick, and 


ſing the ſong of Moſes, and of the lamb? Yer he will oor] 


be ſtirred. Shall I alvre hfm with the joyfel found, and 
the lovely (ong, and glad tidipgs of the Goſpe!? With the 
moſt ſacer and inviring calls, conforts, cordials of the 
divine promiſes, ſo exceeding great aud preclous?? It wih 


nor «ff<& him ſavingly, uvleſs I could find him ears, Meth 


13« 15, as well as tell him the news. 

_ Shall I ſet before him the feaſt of fat things, the wine ol 
wifdome, the bread of God, the tree of life. the hidden 
Mena? He hath no appetite for them. no mind to then, 
1Cor. 2. Ig. Matth. 24: 5. Shovid I preſs the choiceſi| 
grapes, the heavenly clufters of Goſpel privileges, and 
drink to him iu the richeſt wine of God's oun cellar, yet 


of his own ſide; or ſet before him, che delicous honey | | 


cob of God's teftimonies, pſa/. 19. 10: alas, he hath 00 
taſte to deicern them. Shel I invite the dead to ariſe, and 
ear the bauquer of thelr faneral:?? No more can the dcadn 
fin ſavour the holy food wherewith the Lord of life hath 
ſpread his table; "NN 
Whar then fail I do? $hall 7 burn the brimſtone of hill 


at his noſtrils? Or ſhall 1 open the box of Spikegard | 


very precious, that filleth the whole houſe of this univerſe 
with perfume, Mer. 14, 3. 70h. 12.8: and hope thn the 
ſavour of chriii®s oimments, and the ſmell of his garments, 
will attra& him? Pſal. 45.8, Alas Dead fiinners are like 
the dumb Idols; they have months, bur they fpeak no"! 
eyes cave they, bur chey (ſee norg they have cars, bu! the] 
hear not ; noſes hiye they, bur they (meli not 3 they hare 


hands, but they hanile not ; feet haye they, bu: the)} 
walk not; - neither (pe:k they through their throat, P[d4| 


Hs. $, 6,79, They are defiicute of all ſpiricuai ſenſe ant 
u 


__ 


motion, 
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But let metry the ſenſe that doth Jaſt leave us, and draw 
the ſword of the word ; yet lay ar him while 1 wil, yea, 
though I chuſe mine arrows our of God's quiver, and dirett. 
them ts the heart, nevertheleſs he feeleth it notz For how 
ſhould he; being paſt feelivg? Epbeſ.:4. 19. $0 that though 
the wrath of Gad abideth on him, and the mountainous 
weight of ſo many thouſand fins, yet he gocs up and down 
as light.as if nothing alled him, Rex. 9. 9. In-a word, he 
carries a dead foul in a living body, , and his fl; ſh Is bur 
the waking coffin of « corrupted mind, thar is ewice dead, 
Fude 12- rotting Ia the ſlime and purrefaction of noll>me. 
luſts, Matth. 23-27, 28.. 

which way then. hall I come at the miſerable obje&s 
that 1 have to. deal with? Who ſhall make the heart of 
fione to relenr Zech. x1. 12. or the lifeleſs carcaſe to (eel 
and move ? Thar God that is able of ſtones to ralſe up 
children unto Abraham, Matth. 3. 9. that raiſeththe dead 
2C07. 1. 9, and melteth the mountains, Neb. 1.5; and 
ſirikes water our of the ſilnts, Dexr. 8, ts. thatloves ta 
work like himſelf, beyond the hopes and belief of man 
thar-pcopleth-bls Church with dry bones, and planterh his 
orchard with dry flicks 3 he is able ro do this. There, 
fore 1 bow my knee to the moſt high God, Eph:. 3: 14» . 
and as our Saviour prayed at the ſepulch re of Legerxs, 
Fob. 11, 38. 4t« and the Shyxemite ran to the man of God, 
for her dead child, 2Kgzeg, 4. 25. ſo doth your mournings 
Minifter kneel about your graves, and carry you in the 


arms of prayer co: that Gad in whom your help is 
found, | | 


of hell 


jverſe 
er the 
11.£nts, 
e like 
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a! the) 
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lie and 
But 


2gard, | 


0 thox a[l-powerful Jehovah, that worheſt and none lett 
thee; that hefi the kits of bell, and of drath ; pity thou the 
dad ſouls that lie bere into death «ll away the greve- (tone 
£14 ſay, &s to LaZarus, Who's already linking, Comt forth, 
Lighten thou this darkneſs, O inacceſiabie light, and let 
the day ſpring from on bigh viſit tht darbſome region of the 
drad, to whoml ſpeck; I for thou canſt open the eyes that death 
it ſelf hath cloſed; thou that formeaſt the tay, canſt reſtore 
the hearing Sy tho to theſe ears, Ephihathah, «xd thty. 
ſhell be, opened” Give thex tyts to ſeeihine rxcellentits, © 


Wine 03n;ments, & ſeeling that may ſenſe che privilege of thy. 
HE E To - : 


Te: ft {voury 


t aſie that may reliſh thy ſweetneſs, a ſcent that may. ſevouy - © | 


E- \ Py 
# »— 
$ 1 _ 
oy Ti: - i 4 2 
; ' $i 
0 
: 
[ 


anpardoned fin 5 and give thy ſervants commend to prophiſh 
#0 the dry bones, and let the effects of this propheſie be, as of 
thy Propbet, when be propheſied the valley of ary bones inty-« 
tHiving o'my, excading great, EZck. 39.1, &c. The hands 
Vie Lord was won me, and Carried me ont in the ſpirit of th! 
Tord, end ſet ye down in the mid[t of the valley, which wh 
full of bones. Ht ſaid unto me, prophefit wpon theſe bonts, an 
ſay nnto' them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lind, 
Thas faith the Lord God unto theſe bones, Behold, I wil 
Tawſe breeth 10 enter 3nto you 41d Jt (hell lives And 1m 
lay fintws apon you, and will bring up fliſh upon you, an 
| ; Cover you with shin, and put breath injou, and ye ſhell livt 
and yt(hel know that I an the Lord. So 1prophefied as 1ws 


commanded, and as I prophrferd, there was a noiſe, and] 


bold « ſhebing, and the bones came together, bone to his þ 

And when 1 beheld, Lo, the finews aud the fleſh came vp ui 
them, and covered them above, but there was no breath inthis 
Then ſaid be unto me, Prophefi: unto the wind, propbeſie, [i 
of #an, and (ay wnts the wind, Thys ſaith the Lord God, Coli 
from the fowr winds, O breath, and breathe xpon theſe ſuit 
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fevoxy, the burden of thy wrath the intolerabtz wereht ofl 


that they may Ive. So Iprephtfied, as bt commanatd me; nh 


uhe breath came into them, and they livid, and ſtood »þ vii 
they ſeet, an exceeding great a1), 

Bat I muſt procecd, as 1 am able, to unſold that miſe! 
which, I confeſs, no tongue can nfold, no heatt 
ſofficiently comprehend, Know therefore, thar wbile tho 
art unconverted, | 

1. Tha infinite God is ingagtd againſi thee | 
It isno fmall part of thy miſery, that thou aye within! 
God, Epbeſ. 2. 12. How doth Micah run crying after 7 
Danites, You beve tabin away my Gods, and what haw" 
more? Judy. 18.23; 24+ Oh, whata mourning then as) 
thou lift up, that art without God, thar canſt Jay no cli 
to him, without daring uſurpatlon Thou mayeſt (ay 
God, as Sheba of David; We bave 10 part 3n David, it 
ther bave we inherztanne in the ſon of Jeſſe, 2 Sam, 20! 
How pltiful and piercing a moan is char of Sexl, In hy 
exttacmiry? Thephiliſtines are upox me, and God is dt 


zed from me, 1 Sam. 28, ts. Sinners, Bur whar will j} 


do [n the &ay of your viſitation? Whither will you fee 
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off help? Where wil you leave your glory? Iſe, ro. 3. Whar 
ſe! will you do when the philiſiines are upon you; when the 
world ſhall take {rs eternal leave of you; when you moſt 
bj4 your friends houſesy lands, farewel for eyermore? what 
will you do then, 1 ſay, that have never a God to gore? 
Will you call on him? Will you cry to him for heip ?Alas 
| He will not own you Prov, 1, 28, 29. he will not take any 
knowledge of you, bur ſend you packing with an 7 xever 
new you, Matth, 9. 23, They that koow what it Is to have 
a God to go to, a God to live upon, they know a little, 
wht 4 fearful miſery ir is to be withour God. This made 
thar holy man cry out, Let me heve « God, or nothing. Ltt | 
ti me know bim, end his will, and what will pleaſe him, and i 
how 1 my come to enjoy biys or would 144d never bedam 
 qndrrſianding ro knon any thing, 8c: | 
But thou art not only without God, but Gods againſt 
®thee, Ereb: 5.8, 9: Neh: 2: 13. OhiIf God would bur ftand 
a Neuter, though he did not own nor help the poor ſinner, 
his caſe were not ſo deeply miſerables Though God ſhould 
give up the poor creature tothe will of all his enemies, ta 
do their worſt with him* though he ſhould deliver himz 
over to the tormentors, Matth, 18; 34: that devils fhould 
tear and torture him to chelr urmoſt power and Sklll, 
yer this were not halfſo fearful, Bur God' will fer himſelf 
againft the ſinner; and, believe j', *Tis « fearful thing to 
fell into the hends of the living God, Heb. 10: 31: There 
Is no friend like him, no enemy like him. As mach as 
{ heaven is above the earth, omnipotency above Imporency, 
lofinity above nullityz ſo much more horrible Is ft to fall 
:thit! into the hands of rhe living God, than into the paws of 
er tf bears or lions, yea, ſurles or devils. God himſclf will be 
| this tormentor, thy deftruRion ſhal come from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, 2 Theſſ. 1:9: Topbet is deep and large, | 
and the wrath of the Lord. like a river of brimftone, 
* doth kindle fr, 1/4. 30: 33, If God be againfi thee, who 
* fhal be for thee? !f one man fin 2galuſt another,the judge 
| * ſhal judge him ; But if a man fin ageinft the Lord, who 
in bl * ſhal intreat for him ? x Sem: 2:25: Thovy, even thoh,art 
dep * to be feared : And who ſhal Rand in thy fight, when once 
jill yo .* thou art angry ? Pfel- 96. 7. Who is that God, that 221 
bo « deliver you out of his handy? Day. 33 15. Can Manner? 
c 


K 2 Riches | 


*Riches profic not Inche day of wrath, Prov:1 £2 4:CavKing; 
© or Watriers? No,they fhal cry tothe mountains and rock 
' re fall on us,and hide us from the face of him that fitteth 
© on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb : For the 
© great day of his wrath is come and who ſhal be able to 
$ fiand ? Rev. 6315, 16, 17. 

Sinner, Methinks this ſhould go like a dagger to thing 
heart, ro know that God Is thine enemy. Oh, whither wilt 
thou go? Where wilt thou ſhelter thee? There [+ no hope 
for thee, unle(s thou lay down thy weapons, and ſue out 
thy pardon, and get Chriſt ro ſtand thy friend, and mike 
thy peace. If it were not for this,thou mighreft go into ſome 
howling wilderneſs, and there pine In ſorrow, and run mad 


for anguiſh of heart, and horrible deſpair: Bur in Chriſt} 


. there ls a poſſiblllty of mercy for thee, yea, a proffer of 
mercie to thee; that thou mayeſt have God ro be mort 
for thee, than he is now againſt thec. Eur if chou wik 
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not foiſake thy ſins, vor tura throughly,and to purpoſe, ut- 
to God, by a ſound converfion, the wrath of God abide 
of! thee, and he proclaims himſelf ro be againf1 thee, 


In the Prophet, Exe. 5; 8: Therefore thus ſezth the Loi 


God, Biboid, I even 1, an again(t thee. 
I. His face is againſt thee: Plal. 34. 16: The face ofthi 
Lord is againſt them that do evil, to cxt off the remembrand 


of them; Woe unto them whom God fhal (et his face againſl} 


When he did bur look upon the hoſt of the Egyptians, hot 

terrible was the conſeqnence ? Ezek: 14:8: 1 will ſer m 

© face againſt that man, and will make him a ſign, and pro- 

© verb, and will cut him oft from the midſt of my people 

© and you ſhal know that I am the Lord, 2: His heart 

© againfi thee : He hateth all the workers of Iniquiry, Mat} 

© Doth nor thine heart tremble to think of thy belng an ob 
* je& of God's hatred? Jer. 15, 1: Though Moſes and 

© Sane! ſtood before meyer my mind conld no: be rowardi 

© rhis people; Caft them our of my fight. Zech. 9, 8. MI 

s fonl loathed them, avd their ſouls alſo abhorred me. F 

#3 His hand Is agiloſt thee, 1 $78. 12 14, 15, All his attil/ 
© butes are againſt thee, | | 

« Firſt, His jaftlce is like a flaming ſword vunſheathed #! 

* gaioſt thee. If 1 whet my glittering fword, and my hand 

© rake hold on judgment, I will render yeogeance to mio! 

adverſarie, 
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8 adverſaries, and will reward them that bate me, I will 
© make mine arrows drupk with blood, &%5. Dext. 32+ 40, 
41. So cxaR i; Juſtice, thar it will by no means clear the 


| gulity, Exod. 34: 9. God will nor diſcharge rhee, he will 


not hold thee guiltlefs, Ex34. 20: 7. Bur will require the 
whole debt in perſon of thee, unleſs thou cahft make £ 
S$cripture-claim to Chrift, and hls ſarisfaiion, When the 
enlighrned finner looks on Juftlce, and ſees the ballance jn 
which he muſt be weighed, and, the (word by which he 
muſt be executed, he feels an earthquake in his breaſt: 
But Satan keeps this our of fighr, and perſwades the (ont 
while he can, that the Lord is all made up of mercy,and 


{ ſo lulls it aſleep in fin. Divine juſtice is very ſtri&, fr 


muſt have ſatisfaQion to rhe utmoſt farthing ; it denouns 
eth indignetion «nd wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, to te 
vtry ſoul that doth evil, Rom. 2. 8,9, It curſerh every one 
that continueth not fn every thing thar fs written In the 


| Law, to-dofſr, Gel. 3, 10: The juſtice of God to the un. 


pardoned finner, that hath a fenſe of his miſery, is more 
eerrible than the fight of Baliff or Creditor to the baykrupe. 


| Devltor, or than the fight ofthe Judge and Bench to the 


Robber ; or of the Irons and Glbber to the guilty Murs 
derer, When Juſtice firs upon life and death, Oh, what 


ainfl dreadful work doth fr make wich the wretched finner Bing 


him hand gna foot, caſt bim into utter darkwſs; thire ſhall 
be weeping, and gnaeſhing of treth, Matth, 224 13. Depart 
j'om me, Je curſed, into everlaſting fire, Matth. 25: 41, This 
is the terrible ſentence that Juſtice prnnounceth. Why 


jy! finner, by this ſevere Juſtice moſt thon be tried 3 and as 
; Godiiverh, rhis killing ſentence ſhalt thou hear, unleſs 


thou repent and be converted. 


- Secondly, The holineſs of God is full of entiptthy again 
thee, Pal. s. 4 $S. He is nor only angry with thee ;, (ſo he 
may be with his own Children, ) but he hath a fixed,root* 
ed, havitual diſpleaſureagalnſt thee z he loaths thee, Zech: 
11. 8, And what is done by thee, though for ſubſtance 


| commanded by him, 1/«, 1: 14; Mel. 1: !0. As If a man 


ſhould give his ſeryanr never ſo pood meat to drels ; yet 


hand! ifhe ſhould mingle filth or poyſon with (t, he would nor 
| 


ge; Touch ir, God's natures infinicely contrary to fin, and fo 


rfarie he cannot but hatea finner our of Chriſt: 


£3. On. 
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Oh, what a miſery is this, to be on of the favour, yer; | © 
under the hatred of God, Eccleſ- 5. 4+ Hof. 9, 156. That | * 
God can as eaſily lay afide hls natuce,and ceaſeto beGodyy | * 
nor be contrary to thee, «yd detef} thie, cxcept thou be | * 
changed and renewed by grace ! O fianer, How dareſt thoy | 
A 


to think of the bright and radiant Sun of purity, upon the 
beauties, the glory of holineſs that is in God! The fiers 04 
X0t pure in his fight, Job 25. g- Ht hnmbleth bimſelf to bebold{ ! 
things that are done in beaven, Plal. 1. 3, 6: O chofe light} © 
and ſparkling eyes of his ! What do they cſpy in thee? | 4 
And thou haſtno jutereſt io Chriſt neither, that he ſhnuld 
Plead for thee: Me thinks I ſhould hear thee crying our | |: 
aftonifhed wich the Beth Þ:mites, whe ſpall ſtand before this] © 
boly Lord God? 1 Sam. 6. 20. M 
_ Thirdly, The power of God is mounted like & might) Ca} ? 
yen againſt thee, The glory of God's power is to bed} ? 
Played, in the wonderful confufion & defirution of rhem ſ 
rhat obey not the Goſpel, 2 Theſ, 1, 6,9. He will make hy} { 
power known In them, Rom. 9. 22. How mightily hen! '! 
. torment them! For this end he raiſcth them up," that iy] 
Wight mabe his powtr known, Ram, 9: 17. O man art thay] | 
able ro make thy party good with thy Maker? No mort} * 
thana filly reed againft the Cedars of God, or a little Cock! 
boat againſt the tumbling Occan, or Children's bubbles] 9 
gainſt the bluſiring winds. Ka 
- Sianer, the power of God's anger is againſt thee, P/d, 
go, I]. and power and anger cogether make fearful work- | 
*T were better thou hadfi all the worid in arms againſt thee 
than to have the power of God againſt thee. There 1$00 
eſcaping of his hands, no breaking of his priſon ; The 
thunder of his power who can underſiand? Fob 26.14} © 
© Unhappy man, thar ſhal underſtand ir by feeling It! if 
the will contend with him, he cannot anfwer him ove 0 
a thouſand, He is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength: 
* Who hath hardned himlcli againfi him, and proſpered? 
« which removeth the mountains, and they know [t not; 
« which overturneth them in his anger ; Which fhaketl | 4 
$ the earth our of her place,and the plilars thereof tremble | 
|| © Which commandeth the Sun, and it riſeth not ; and ſeal N 
ll « <th up the Stars, Behold, he taketh away : Who cd! | 
Wl binder þim ? Who will ay unto him, What docſt thoo! 
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ex; | *{fGod will hot withdraw his anger, the proud helpers 
har | * do fioop under bim, Fobn 9+ 3: 4, 5» 6. &%6, And are 
« thou a fir match for iuch an Antagoniſt ? Oh, conſider this: 
© you that forget God, left ke tear you in pleces, and there 
$ he none to deliver you, Pſel. 50, 22. Submit ro mercy, 
the | Let nor duſt and Riubble Rand itout againſt the Almighty. 
a4] Set not brlzrs and chorns againſt him 1D barele, left he go 
44? through them, and -coaſnme them together, but [47 hold 
git | 0D hes ſerength, that you Mey meke peace with bm, Ia. 27, 
e2| 4 5+ Wor to him that ftriveth with bis Maker, Iſa. 45. 9: 
ulg! . Fourthly, The wiſdom of God is ſet to raſne thee. He 
06, | hath ordained his arrows, and prepared the inſiraments 
this} of death, and made all things ready, Pſel: 9. 12, 13 His 
| counſels arc zgainſt thee, to conrive thy deftruQion, er. 
44} 18. £1 He laughs in himſelf, to ſee how thou wiltbe caken 
dif.} and enfſnared in the evil' dey, Pſe/. 37. 13: The Lord 
om| ſhal lavgh ar him, for he ſecth that the day is coming. - He 
ſees how thou wilt come mightily down in a moment; how. 
4g! thou wilt wring thine hands, and tear thine hair, and eat 
ty) thy fieſh, aud gnaſh thy teeth for anguiſh and aftoniſh. 
hay} Ment of heart, when thou (eeſt thou art fallen remedilelly' 
2org! Into the plr of defiruRon. | 
20 | Fifthly, The' truth of Ged [4 (worg' againſt thee, P/el; 
42} 95: 11, If he be rrve and” faithfu), thou muſt periſh If 
'} thou goeſt on, Lybe 13; 3. Uanleſs he be failc of hi word, 
fe, thou muſt die, cxcepr tnon repent. Ext. 33. Ut. 1f we: 
xk, | belfeveror, yer he abldeth falthful, he cannor deny him- 
ſelf, 2 Tim. 2, 13. That is, He is faithful ro hls rhreatnings 
as well as promiſes; and will ſhew his falthſlolneſs in our MK 
contuſion, if we believe nor. God hath told thee, as plein + ©! 
14} 88H can b= ſpoken, Tharifhe waſh thee nor, thou haft 
0 j{| No part in him, Fob» 13:8. Thar if thou Hveſt after the fleſhy 
e of | thou ſhilr die, Metth, 8. 13e That except thou be converted 
pth : thou ſhalein no wiſe enter into the kingdom” of heaven, 
ed?| Metth., 18, 3 & he abideth faithful, he exnnor deny hims 
not; (tif, Beloved, as the immutable faithfulneſs of God In his 
keth promiſe and oath, :fﬀford beljcvers ſtrong conſolatton, Heb. 
whale | © 18. ſo they are to Unb<llevers, for ftrong confternari= 
(eal-| MN and confalfion, O ſinner, tell me: Whar ſhift doſt 
can | du rake tothink of all the threatvſogs of God's word, 
ou?! atfhini upon record apainft thee ?. Doſt thou belleve- 
| Eq their 
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their truth, or not? If not, thou art a wretched Tofidel 
and not a Chriſtian, and therefore give over the name an{ 
hopes of a Chriſtian. Bur iſ thon_doſt believe rhem, 0: 
hearr of tee] that thou hafl, chat canſt walk up and dow 
' in quiet, when the truth and falrhfulnefs of God is engs 
ged to deſtroy thee! Thar it God Almighty can do i; 
thou ſhalt ſurely periſh, and bedamned- Why, man? i 
whole book of God dah reſtifie againſt thee, while tha 
remaineft upſanttificd :; Ir condemns the in every leaf;an(! 
Is ro thee, like Ex'kiel's roll, written within and withou! 
with l:menration, and mourning, and woe, Exh. 2. to, 
And ai] this ſhal ſurely come upon thee, and overtake the: 
Devt, 23: 15, except you repent. Heaven 41d exrib (hill 
ptſs away but ont jot or title of this word ſhall never paſs al 
way, Mat. 5:8, Þþ 
Now put all this gogether, and tell me, If the caſe of: 
the unconverted bt nor deplorably miſerable: As we reid! 
of fome perſons; that had bound themſelves io an oath,and! 
In a curſe, to kill Pay! ; ſothou muft know, O finner, to: 
thy cerrour, that all the attributes of the Infivite God are; 
bound in an oath to deftiroy thee, Heb, 3: 28: O man! 
What wilt thou do? Whither wilt thou fly? If God 


Th | _ Cmnlſciency can find thee, thou ſhale not eſcape : If che: 


rrue and falthful God- will (ave hls oath, periſh thon mull, 
except thou belleve and repent; If the Almighty hath po! 
wer ro torment thee, thou ſhalr be perfely miſcrableit! 
foul and body ro all eternity, unleſs it be prevented by thy. 
ſpeedy converſion; | | 
LI; The whole creatſon of God is againſt thee, The whole 
creation (C lairh Pal ) groancth and travaileth in palo, | 
Rom. 8: 22: Bur what is it thac the creation groancth under 
Why, the fearful abuſe that iris ſabje& to, In ſerving the | 
luſt of unſan&ificd men, And what is ft that che creatlon | 
groancth for ? Why, for freedom and liberty from this + | 
buſe 3 for the creature is very unwillingly ſabje& to thi} 
bondage, Rom. 8: 19, 20, 21, If the unreaſonable and 10s | 


(fl animete creatures had fpeech aud reaſon, they would cty | 
Lil bur under jt, 25 bondage unſufferable, ro be abuſed by the / 
WE nngodly, contrary rotheir natures: and che ends that the ' 

Ul great Creator made them for: It is a paſſage of ap em. 
Lil neot Divine, The liquor that the druskard drinketh, " | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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had reaſon as well as a man to know how ſharmfully it is a» F 
buſed and ſpoiled,it would groan inthe barrels againſt him 
{t would groan fo the cup againſt him, groan in hls throat, 


* 4 his belly, againft him; it would fly fo his face,of it could 


ſpeak. And if God ſhonld open the mouths of the crea« 
tures, as he did the mouth of Belcan's Aſs,the prond man's 
graments on his back would groan againſt bim. There is 
never a creature, bur if ir had reaſon to know how It 4s a« 
buſed, t]ll a man be converted, it would groan agalnſt him 
The land would groan to bear him, the air would groan to 
glvc him breathiog,theſr houſes would groan to lodge them 
their beds would groan toeaſe them their food ro nouriſh 
them, thelr cloaths to cover them, and the creature would 
groan to give chem any help and comfort, ſo long as they 
live In fin againſt God. Thus far he: Methloks this ſhould 
be a tetrour to an unconverted foul, to think that he is & 
burden to the creation, Luke 13: 7. Cut 37t down, why cum 
breth it the ground? If the poor inanimate creatures could 
bur fpeak, they would ſay to the ungodly, as | Moſes to If- 
74:1, Muſt we ferch you water ourof rhe rock ye rebels 2 
Nam. 2010; Thy food would ſay, Lord, muſt I nouriſh ſuch 
2a wretch as this, and yield forth my ſtreygth for blm to- 
diſhonour thee withal ? No, I will choak him rather, if- 
thou wile give me commiſſion. The very 437 would (ay. Lord: 
muſt I give this man breath, to fct his tongue againſt hea» - 
ven, and ſcorn thy people, and vent this pride, & wrath, 
and filthy communicarlon; and belch cut carths and blaf- 
phemy againſt thee? No if thou but ſay the word, he ſhal 
be breathleſs for me, His poor beaſt would ſay, Lord, muſt 
I carry him vpon his wicked deſigis? No, I will break 
hls bones, I wiil end his days rather, jf 1 may have bus 
leave from thee, A wicked m2n, the earth groans under 
him, and hell groans for him, til death ſarl:fie both, and 
nnbnrdens the ezrih, and flops the mouth of hcil with 
him. While the Lord of hofts {5 agaſnft thee, be fure the 
hoſts of the Lord are againſt rhee; and all the crezrures as 
ie were up in arms, tl!l upon a man's converfion, the con-- 
troverfie being taken up between God and hlm, he makes 


2 covenant of peace with the creatures for him , John: 


$+ 22, 23, 24- Hoſz 2, 18, I9, 20, 
Il, The roaring Lion hath bis full power upon thee. 
| Es; | 1 Pets. 


IW 


|| Ipnorant ſinners rhar live fn darkneſs. Yon phy the poar| 
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xz Pet. $. 8. Thon art faſt in che paw of that Lion, that 
" Io greedy to devour :; Ta the ſnare of the Devil, led cap: 
tive by him ar his will, 2 Tim. 2. 26. Thls is the (plrkt 
that worketh in the children of diſob<dience, Epbeſ. 3.2, 
. His drudges they are, and his Jufts they do, He js the my. 
ler of the darkneſs of this world, Epheſ« 6, 12, tharls, &! 


1 


Indiaxs, that worfhip the Devil for their God, but lil 
think that 13; your own caſe, Why, *tis rhe common ml. 
ſery of all the unſanRified, thar the Devil is thelr God,| 
2 Cor. 43 4. Nortthat they do intend ro do him homage 
and worfhip ; they will be ready to defie him, and hin; 
that ſhould ſay ſo by them 3. bur all this while they ſerve 
him, and come and go at his back, and lic under hls go! 
vernments His ſervants you are, to whom you yield your! 
ſelves to obey, Rom, 6. 16, Oh, how mavy then wlll he] 
fouud the real ſeryants ofthe Devi), that take thernſclre| 
for no other than the children of God !' He can no ſont! 
offer a finful delighr, or opportunity for your unlawful ad-! 
vantzge, but you embrace it. If he ſuggeſt a lye,or prompt. 
you to revebpe, you readily obey : if he forbid you to 

read, or pray, you hearken to him, and therefore his ſer- 

vants You are, Indeed he lycs behind the courtain, he ay 
In the dark, and finners ſee not who ferteth them on work;.. 
but all the while he leads them ina ſtring. Doubtleſs the | 


Tyar intends not a ſervice to Saran but his own advantage... 


yet *tis he that flands In the corner unobſerved, and put 
reth the thing into his hearr, 4,5, 3. Job. 8: 44+ Queſts 
Jonleſs 7445s when he ſold his Maſter for money, and the. 
Coaldeens and Sebeans, when they plunder'd 7ob, iniended ; 
not to do the Devi] a pleaſure, but to ſarſsfie their own Cv , 
yerous thirſt, yer *rwas he that aRuated chem fn thelr wic 
kedneſs, Job, 13; 27- Job. 1. 12.15, 19, Men may be 
very flives, and common dredges for.the Devil, and never 
know it ; nay, they may pleaſe themſelycs in the thoughts 
Tia happy liberty, 2 Pet 2. 19. 
Art thou yet in Ignorance, aud nor tnrned from dark- 
neſs to light? Why, thon ar: under the power of Sata0, 
lll A. 26 18. [Doſt thou live in the ordinary and wilfe! 
|  praQtice of apy known fin? know that thou art of the De- 
9.4 74), 3. 8, Doft thoulire lo frife gr envy; or my 
Joo Bo ok 


dC hte __ _—_ . 


juſtified and vnpardoned, x Cor, 6; 11. 1 Pet» 1. 24 
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lice ?* Verlly; he is thy father, Zeb+ 8. go. 41- O dread- 
ful caſe / However Satan 'may provide him ſleves with di- 
vers pleaſures, Tit. 3. 3- yet it is bur to toll them Into. 
etdleſs perdition» The ſerpent comes with the apple in 
his month,. oh but ( with Eve ) thou ſceft nor the dead- 
ly ſting in his tail, He that js now thy temper, will be 
one day thy tormentor, Oh that [ could but give thee to 
ſce how black a maſter thou ſerveſ}, how filthy a drodpery: | 
thou doſt, how mercileſs a tyrant thou gratifieſt ; all whoſe 
pleaſure is, to ſet thee on work' ro make thy perditlon and 
damnation ſure, and to heat the furnace hotrer and hot= 
ter, in which thon muſt burn ſor millions of millions of 
ages. 

IV: The gxilt of all thy ſins lies like « monntazn upon thees 
Poor foul! Thon feeleſt it not, but this 1s that which' 
ſeals thy miſcry upon thee, While unconvyerted, none - 
of thy ſins are blotted ont, A, 3. 19, they are all upow BK 
the ſcore againſt thee : Regeneration and fremiffion are” iſ 
never ſeparated, the unſanRified are unqueſtionably ah« 


Heb, 9. 14. Beloved *cis a fearful rhing to be In debt, bar 
above all in Gods debt; for there is no arreſt fo formide- 
ble 2s his, no priſon ſo horrible as his: Look upon an en« 
ligh:ned finner, who feels the weight of his own gullt « 
Oh, how frightfol are bs looks, how fearful are hls com= 
plaints ! | His comforts are turned into wormwood, and his 
moſfture into drought, and hls ſleep departeth from his 
eyes. He Is a terror to himſelf, 'and all that are about him 3 # 
and is ready to envy the very ſtones thartlle In the fircer, Þ 
becauſe they are ſenleſs, and feeleth nor his miſery, and” 
wiſheth he had been adog, or a toad or aſcrpent, jrather if 
than a man, becauſe then death had putan cnd to his 
miſery, whereas now fr will be but the beginning of that 
which will know no ending. Ft 
How light ſoever you may make of It now, you will one 
day find the guiltof unpardoned fin to be a heavy burdens 
This is a Mill fione thar whoſoever falleth upon it, hall be 
broken ; but upon whomſoeve it ſhall fall, ir will grind 
him to powder, Matth. 21. 44, What work did it make if 
whhonr Sqviour ? It preſſed the yery blood to 3 we 
| * der 


A 949 ' © The Miſeries of the unconverted, | 
If} 'der_J out ofhis veins, and brakeall his bones, "And: if 
| i: did this in the green. tree, what will ir do in the 
dry: | | 
Oh! Think of thy caſe in tIme.Canſt thou thick of tha 
| threat without trembling, Ye {Hall die in Jour fins, Joh. 8. 
'24*: Oh! Better were tit for thee to dle ina goal, dicin 
aditch, ina duageon, than dic in.thy fins. 2t death, as 
It-wiil take away: all thy other comforts, would take away 
| | zhy fins too, it were ſome. mitigacien; but thy fins will 
| ||| follow thee, when thy friends leave thee, andall worldly 


| {| enjoyments ſhake hands with thee. Thy (in'will nordie | 
1 wih.chee, 2. Cor, 5, 10. Rev: 20: 13; as a priſoner's ,o-: | 
| ther debts will ; bur chey will ro judgment;with thee, there. | 
||| to.be thine accuſcrs, and they will to hell with thee; | 


Wl thereao be thy tormentors. Better to have ſo many feſnds 


| | {| and fucles abonr thee, thanthy fins to fall vpon thee, and | 


1 faſten in.thec, Oh, the workthat theſe will make thee! 


Oh, look over thy debts in time! How much act thou fn: | 


Wl | the books of every. one of God's laws ? How 1s cyery one 
18 1! of God's Commandments ready to arreſt thee, and take 
hy | thee by the throar, for innumerable bondsthat {; hath up» 
98 ongchee? What wilt thou do then, when they ſhall all 
WA | together lay in agalnii thee? Bold open the eyes of con» 
WIT fclence to confider this, tha: thon mayeft deſpair of thy 
WT felf,. and be driven to Chrift, and fly for refuge, to lay. 
7 hold upon the hope thar is ſet before thee, Heb, 6. 18. 
W8j Vs Thy raging luſis do miſerably enſlave thee: while 


| j unconyerted, thou art a very ſcrvant to fin, It reigns over. | 


$i zhee,and holds thee under its dominion.till thou art brought | 


||| within.the bond of God's covepant, Job. 8. 34. 35 Tit? 
WH 233 3. Roe 6. 12, 14. Rom. 6.16. 17, Now there's 00 
WY fuch Tyrant as fin: O the filthy and fearful work thas it 
WE doth engage 1ts ſerv2mrs In !. Would It nor pierce a mans. 
lll heart zo fee a company of poor creatures drudgitg and tol- 
8 ling, and #ll.to.carry tagether faggors and fuel for. their 
| lown burning i Why 1s this the cmployment of fins drud« 

|ges:- Even whilcithey bleſs therwſelyes io their. unrighte« 
|Fous gains, while they ſing aud (will in pleaſures, they arc: 
g\bur rreaſuring vp wrath and vengeance for. their eternal 
J\burningy ;. they, are but laying in powder. and bullets, and 
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the flame rage the fiercer. Who would ferveſucha maſter . 
whoſe work is drudgery,;and whoſe wages i death? Rom. 
6: 22: 

What a woſul (peRacle was that poor wretch poſſefied 
with the legion ? Would ir not have pitied thine heart 
to haye ſeen him among the tombs, cutting and wounding 


| L himſelſ? Mer. /$. 5. This bs thy. caſe, ſuch is thy work. 
\ every ſiroke is a rhruſi at thine hearr, 1 Tim. 6. 10.Con-. 


(cience is indeed now aſleep ? but when death and judge 
menrſhall bring thee to-thy ſenſes, then wilt thou feel the 
raging ſmart and angulſh of eycry wounds The convinced. 


| finner is a ſenſible inflance of the miſerable bondage of fins 


{ Conſcience fliesvpon him, and tells him what the «nds of 
theſe things will be 3. and yet ſuch a ſlave is he to. his 


| lufts, chat on he muſt, though he ſee It be his endleſs 


 perdition 5 and: when the temptation comes, luſt gets the. 
blce in his mouth , breaks all. the cords of his vows. and 


| promiſes, and carries him head long to his own defiruce 


| tion. 


VI. The ſurnace of eternal vengeance is heated. ready. for 
| thee, Ifa. 30, 33. Hell and deſiruion open their mouths 
; upon. thee, they gape for thee. they groan for thee, Tſe, 5, 
| 14, Waiting as it were with a greedy eye, 23 thou ftandeft 


| upon the brick, when thou wilt drop in, If the wrath of 


| then the ſand, Prov. 27, 3. whatis the wrath of the infivir 
| God? If theburning furvace, heated in Nebachadnexaurs. 


H 


| a-man be &s the r70uring of & lian, Prov. 20. 2. more = 


. | Hery rage, when he commanded it yet to be mede levec 
| Umes hotrer, were ſo fierce as to burn up eycn thoſe that 


| drew near it to throw the three children in, Dan: 3+ 19: 
! 22; How hot is that burning oven of the 4lmighties (ur)? 
Mal, 4. 1. Surcly this is ſeyenty times ſeven more fierce, 
What thickeſt thou, O man, of being aifzggor in hell ro 
all eternity ? Canthine hearr endure, or can thine hands 
be firong In the day that 1 fhall deal with thee, faith the 
| Lord of hofis ? Exh. 22, 14. Carfſt thou dwel with ever- 
| laſting burnings? Canft thou abide the conſuming fire? 
" 1]4." 33+ 4+ When thou ſhalt bc as a glowing Iron In hell, 

avd thy whole body and ſoul ſhall be as perfeAly poſſeſſed 

by God's. burning yeogeance, as the: fiery ſparkling iron; 
 nkealigaced.jy.che fierceſt forge ?; Thou cauſt nor oo 
YM Er Cm eyes” 109" TM qgd's 
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God's whip, howthen wilt thou endure his ſcorpions} 
Thou arteven cruſhed and ready to wiſh thy (elf dead 
under the welghrt of hls finger 3 how then wilt thou bear 
the welghr of his loins! The moſt patſent men that ever wii 
did curſe the day t'iat ever he was born, Fob 3. 1. ane 
yen wiſh death to come and end his mlifery, eb. 9. 15.16 
when God did bur let our one little drop: of his wrath: 
How then wilt thou endure , when God fhall pour out al 
his vials, and ſet himſelf againſt thee, ro torment thee! 
When he ſhall make thy Conſcience the tunnel, by whit 
he will be pouring his burning wrath into thy ſoul for «| 
ver ; and when he ſhall fill ali thy powers as full of tot 
ment, as they be now full of fin? When Immortdi 

fhall be thy miſery; and to die the death of a bruit 
and be (wallowed into the gulf of annihilation , ſhal 
be (ach a felicky , as the whole eternity of wiſhs 
and an Ocean of tears ſhall never purchaſe? Now thou 
canſt put off rhe evil day, and canfit laugh and be merry; 
and forget the terror of the terror of the Lord, 2 Cor. '$ 
11, but how wilt thou hold out, or hold up, when Gol! 
will caſt thee intoa bed of rorments, Riv. 2. 21. and: 
make thee to lie down In forrows ? Ife. go, 11, When: 
roarings and blaſphemy ſhall be thine only muſick ; and! 
the wine ofthe wrath of God, which is poured out with: 
out mixture into the cup of his Indignatjon, fhall be thine 
only drink ? Rev. 14: 10, When thou ſhale draw fn flams! 
for thy breath, and the horid ſtznch of ſulphur ſhe] be thy] 
only perfume? fna word whenthe ſmork of thy corment! 
ſhall aſcend for ever and ever, and thou halt have no reſt, 
nightor day; no reſt In thy confeience, no eaſe in th | 
bones, but thou ſhalt be av execration, and an aſtoniſhment! 
and a curſe, and areproach for evermore ? 
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The Miſeries of tht 4nconverted. _ 87 
'! ailed rhee? It thou purceft it off, and ſayeft, this doth nor 
| belong to th:e, lonk ag4in over the foregoing chapter, 

and tell me the rruth; arc none of theſe black marks found 
upon the ? Do not blind thine eyes, do nor decetve th 
ſelf; fee thy miſery while thou mayeſt prevent it; Think 
what it is: to be a vile caſt-our, a damned reprobate, a 
veſſel of wrath, into which che Lord will be pouring 
out hls rormenting fury, while he hath a belong, Roy, 
9, 220 | | : 

Divine wrath fs « fierce, Dext. 23. 22. deyourlng, Iſc 
33, -14- everlaſting, Metth. 25. 48, uwnquenchable fire 
Matth. 3, 12, and thy foul and body muſt be the fuel upon 
which ir will be feeding for ever, unleſs thou conſider thy 
ways, and ſpeedily turn to the Lord bya ſound converſion, 
They that haye been only ſipged by this fire, and had no 
more but the (mel thereof paſſing upon rhem, oh, what 
amazing ſpe@acles have they been! whoſe heart would 
not have melted, to have heard $p3re's our cries? To have 
ſeen Cheloner, rhar monument of juſtice, worn to kin and 
bones, blaſpeming the God of heaven, curſing himſelf, 
#nd continuzliy- crying our, O tortare, torture, torture; 0 
torture, tortixre, as if the flames of wrath had already took 
hold on him? To have heard Rogers crying out, I bave 
bad « little pleaſure byt now I muſi to bell for evermore; with, 
Ing but for this mitigation, that God would bur let hlmlle 
burning for ever behind the back of that fire ( onthe earth) 
and bringing in rhis ſed concluſion till, at the end of 
whatever was ſpoken to him to afford him ſome hope, ] 
muſt to bell, I muſt to the furnace of hell, for mil/ions of 
Millions of ages? Oh ! If the fears and fore-rhoughs of the 
wrath to come be (o terrible. (o intolerable what Is the 
feeling of fr, | 

Sinner *cis but in vain to flatter you, this would be 
but to toll you Into the unquenchable fire; knouye from 
the living god, that here you muſt lie, with theſe burnings 


} |  muft you dwel, till immortallty change; till eternity run 
our, and omnipotenicy is not longer able to corment, except - 


you be in good earneſt renewed throughout by ſanRifying 
grace. 


| VII, The law diſchargeth all 3ts threats and curJes at the, 
al Gal. 3; 16; Rom; 7, Oh, how dreadfylly doth it thander, 
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83 The Miſeries of the Unconverted. 
Ic ſpirs fire and brimftone in thy face: Its words area! d 
drawn Swords, and as the ſharp arrows of the mighty; x} x 
demandsfatlsfa&ionto the tatmoſt, and cryes, Juſtice, Jus} 
fiice: Ic ſpeaks b!ood, and war, and wounds, and death! 
agalnſi thee, O the excrations, and plagues, and deathy,| f 
that this murdering; piece is loaded with ! ( read Dext: 28; 
Is, 16, Os. ) and thou art the mark at which this ſhot js 
levelled, O man*{ Away to the ſtrong hold, Zrch: 6. 14} 
Away from thy fins, hafte co the ſanQuary, the city of 
reſuge, Heb.13. 13. eventhe Lord Jefus Chriſt; hide thee! 
in him, or «lſe thou art loſt without any hope of reco-| 
Very | 

VIIE. The Goſpel 3t (elf bindeth the ſentence of tternal dum 
n&tion ypon the, Mar. 16, 16, If thou conrinueſt fn thine} 
Impenircnt and unconyerted eſtate, know that the Goſpel| 
denunceth a much forer condemnation, then eyer would} 
have been for the tranſgreflion of the firſt corcnanr. 1s1t] 
not a dreadful caſe to haye the Goſpel ft (elf fill irs mouth} 
with threats, and thunder, and damnatiton? 'To have the} 
' Lord to roar. from Mount $jox againfi thee? Joe! 3:16:Hiv 
s the terrour of the Lord. He that beliveth not, ſhall be dam: 
" ned; Except ye repent, ye ſhall all periſh, Lb. 13 5 
«This is the condemnation, .thar light is come into the | 
the world, and men lave darkneſs rather than light, Jobs | 
© 3, 19. He that belleverh not, the wrath of Gcd abldeth 
* on him, Johs 3. 36,.If the word ſpoken by Angels was 
» fiedfyft, and every tranſgrefſion and diſobedience rece- | 
Sived a juſt recompence of reward. how ſhall we eſcape, 
"if we neglect (o great ſalvation? Heb. 2, 2, 3, He that 
©diſpiſed Moſes law died without mercy: Of how much 
ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be thoughr worthy; that { 
- Hath trampled under foot the Son of God ? Hd: 10. | | 
A 28, 29, 71 , | 
ks Application. And is this true indeed? Isthis thy miſery! | | 
[i Yea, *|s as true as God is, Berrer open thine eyes, and | 
W fee it now, while thou mayeft remedy fr, then blind and | 
harden thy ſelf, till, ro thine eternal ſorrow, thou ſhalt \_ 
feel whar thou wouldſt not belleve; And. if it be truc | 
ie phan thou man, to loyter and linger In (uch a caſe | 
this? | 
Ala for thee, pgor man «How effectually, hath finun: 
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;| done thee. and deprived and deſpolled thee, even of thy 


reaſon to look afrer thine own everlaſting good? O mi- 


| ſerable Caithff ! What ſtupidity and ſenſeleſzneſs hath 
| ſurpriſed thee ? Ob! let me knock up, and awake this 
| ſleeper. Who dwells within the walls of thls fleſh g Is 


:28;} there ever a ſoul here, a rational, underſſanding ſoul? Or 


art thon only a walking ghoſt, a ſenſeleſs lamp } Arrthou 


| a reaſonable ſoul, and yet ſo far brutified, as to forger 
* thy ſelfimmortal, and to think thy (elf to be as the beaſts 


that periſh? Art thou turned into fleſh? that thou favour: - 


eſt nothing bur gratifying the ſenſe, and making proviſion 


for the fl:ſh? Or elle having reaſon to anderfiand the 


eternity of thy future eftare,doſt thou yet make light of. 


being eveclaſtingly miſerable? Which is ro be ſo mach 


| belowa brute, as ir js worſe toa@ agalnſt reaſon; than to 
 a&«itbour it, O unhappy ſoul,that waſt the glory of min, 


the mate -of Angels, and the image of God ! thar wall 


Gods repreſentative in the world,and hadſt the ſupremacy . 


| amonoſt the creatures, and the dominion over thy Maker's 


works ! Art thou now become a ſlave to fenſe, a ſervant” 
to ſa bale an idol as thy belly; for no higher feliclty than 
to fiil thee with the wind of man's applauſe, or heaping 


| togerher a little refined earth, no more ſuitable ro thy 
. ſpickual, immorcal nature, then the dirt and ftick:? Oh 


why. doſt thou not bethink rhee where thou ſhalc be for 
ever ?. Death is at hand, the. Zudge is even at the door, James. 
5s 9. Yet alittle while, and time ſbe/l be no longe!, Rev. 
Io. 5-6, And wilt thou run the hazard of continuing in 
In ſuch a ftate, in which, if thou be overtaken, thou ait 
Irrecoverable miſerable. 

Come then; Ariſe, and attend thy neareft concernments.. 
Tell me; whither art thou going? What ! wilt thou live 
ln ſnch a courſe, wherein every a& is a ſicp to perdition, 


| and thou doſt not know, but the next night thou mayeſt 


mak thy bed in hell 2 Q} 1 If cho haft a ſpark of reaſon 
conſider and turn. and harken to thy yery friend? who 
would therefore ſhew chee thy prefent mifery, that thou 
7. 24mg in- time make thine eſcape, and be er<rnally 
Hear whar the Lord ſaith ; Feer 9? n0t, ſaith the Lord? 
Wat Je:nat tremble at my preſence 2? Jer. 5. 22, O ſinners! 
Do 


Hs FRE The Miſeries of tht unconverted. 
| _ Doye make llpht of the wrath to come, Marth. g. 9. Tanilyi 
ſare their is a time coming, when you will not make light] th 
of fr.. Why, the very divils do believe and tremble, Jam,! (er 
2. 19. What? You more hardned than they! will you! fb 
ron upon the edge ofthe rock? will you play ar thehole] wi 
of the Aſp! wlll you pur your hand upon the Cockatrice'y} of 
den! will you dance about the fire? till you are burnt; oo} @- 
dally wich devouring wrath; as if you were ata polntof} m 
Indiff:rence, whither you did eſcape ir,or endure it? 0] hy 
madneſs of foily ! /ol/omon's mad-man; that caſteth fire} j, 
brans, and arrows, and death, and ſaith, AwT nor in je} o; 
Prov: 26. 18; js nothing ſo- difcracted as the wilful fin} G 
ner. Lbþ::5: 19; that goecth on in hl; unconverted eſtas} D 
without ſeaſe, as if nothing alled him: The man ther run] g 
on the cannon's mouth, that ſports with his blood, orley} 4 
our hls litc in a frolick, is ſentible, ſober and ſerious to] x 
Wk him that gaeth on All In his treſpaſſes, Pſal. 68, 2. Fn] 1 
Will be (rccheth out his bend againfi Gedzand ſirengthueth bim-| \ 
Wl i ſelf againſt the Almighty : He rutneth upon bim, even ups} 1 
his nick, won tht thick boſſes of bis bucklers, Job. 15.26} \ 
WW Is fr wildom to dally with the ſecond death, or to venture} 1 
WIT; fnto the lake that burneth with fire and brimfione, Rey. | | 
g8. 21. 8. as If thou were but golog to waſh thee, or (wimfor'| « 


7| thy recreation? wilt thon, as it were, fetch thy vieze; 
$61 and jump into eternal flames, #3 the children through the] | 
(| bone-fire? What ſhall Ifay? I can find our no expreſſion.” 
{| no compariſon, whereby to ſet foorth the dreadful dif- 
traQion of that ſoul, rhat hall go on in (1n, 
Awake, Awtke, Epheſ. 5. +4. O finner 7 Ariſe & rake 
thy flight There is but one door rhat thou mayeſt fly by, \ 
and that is the firsir door of converſion, and the new. 
birth. U1l:\s rhov rarn unfelgacdly from all rhy fins, and 
come in to Jz\us Chrift, and rake him for the Lord thy 
righteouſneſs, and walk in him in holineſs and newnels 
of life : As the Lord lveth; fcis not more cercein that thou 
WW! arc ow out of hell, than that thou ſhalr without faill bein 
We it, but.a few days and nights from hence. Oh, ſet thine | 

WIR! Hearc co think of thy caſe, Is nor thine everlaſting ml 
Wn ſery or welfare thi which doth deſerve a little confiders | 
WL ation? Look tg:ln over the mlferies of the unconrerted, 


[i 


| Jt the Lord haih not ſpoken by mc, -regard me not, ol 


j 


Tam!16 ir be the very word of God, that all this mifery yes upon 
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Tight! thee, what a caſe art thou in? Is it for one that hath his 
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ſenſes, to live in ſuch a condition, and not mike all 'pof- 
ſible expedition for preventing his urter ruine? O man! 
who hath bewitched thee, Gel. 3. }. that in the watters 
of this preſent life thou ſhovldſt be wiſe enough to fore- 
caſt* thy buſineſs, foreſee thy denger, and prevent thy 
miſchief ; but in matters of everlaſting conſ:quenee ſhould 
be flight and careleſs, as if they litle concerned thee? why, 
is ic nothing for thee, to have all the attributes of God en« 
gazed againft chee? Croft thou do well without his fayour? 
Canſt thou eſcape his hands, or endure hls vengeance ? 
Doſt thou hear the creation groaning under thee, and hell 
groaning for thee, and yet think thy caſe good enough? 
Art thou in the paw of the Lion, under the power of cor-- 
ruption, inthe dark and nolſom prison, fettered with thy 
lufis working our thine own damnation ? agd fs not this 
worth the confidering ? Wilt thou make Iſght of all the 
terrots of the law, of all Irs curſes: and thunder- bolts, as 
jl they were but the report of the childrens porguns or thou 
were to war with their paper pelleſs ? Doſt chou laugh ar 
hell & diſiraRion,or canſt rhou drink the envenomed cup 
of the Almightics faryyas if ir were bur a common potton, 
Gird up now thy lolns like a wan, for 1 wyll 8emand of 
thee, and anſwer thou me, Jeb. 4o. 5, Art thou ſuch a 
Leviathan as that the fcales of thy pride ſhould keep thee 
from rhy Makers coming at thee? Wile thou cfteem his 
arrows as ftraw,& the inſirumen:s of death as even rotten 
wood ? Art thou chlef of all the children of pride, that thou 


 ſhouldft count his darts as flnbble, and laugh at the fhak+ 


Ing of his (pear ? Art thou mide withour fear, and con» 
remneſt his barbed Irons? 7ob 41. Art thou like the 
horſe that paweth in the valley, and rejoyceth in his 
ſirength, who goeth our to mcet the armed men? Doſt 
thou mock at fear, and art not iaffcighted, neither turneſt | 
back from Gods ſword, when his quiver rattleth againſt iſ 
thee, the glittering ſpear and the ſhield ? Job 39. 21. 22, | 
23. Well if the threats and calls of the word will not fear 
thee, nor awaken thee, lim ſure death and judgment 
will, Oh, what wilt thou do when the Lord cometh forth 
apaloft chee, and in his fury falleth upon thee, and thou 

ſhalt 
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ſhale feel what'thou readeſt? It when Daniels enemie) 
were caſt inro- the den of Lions, both they, and their the 
| Wives, and thelr children, the Lions had the maſtery @s 
them, and brakeall their bones in peices, ere ever they al 
came to the bottom ofthe D:n, Dex, 6. 24, Whar ſhil by aA 
done with thee, when thou falleft jnto the hands of the $ 
living God? When he ſhall grip thee fn his fron arms, an A 
grind and cruſh thee to thouſind peices inhis wrath # 
Oh,do Rat then contend with God, Repent and be conver} © 
ted, ſo none of this ſhall come upon thee 3 Iſe* $5' 6. 1, di 
7" Seek yerhe Lord while he may be found 3 call ye upon p 
{| himwhilehe is near, Ler the © wicked torſake his way} |, 
| and the unrighreons m:n hls choughts 3 lec him return vn 4 
to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him; and to our n 
God, for he will abundaatly pardon, | | 


x k 
Chap. VI. Containing DIRECTI 0 Ns | 
for Converſion. |; 
| 
| 


Mark 10. 19. And there came one and butled to hiy, Gd 
WIR. ashed bim, Good Maſter, what ell I do that 1 may in- 
[18 Herie eternal life- 


il. Efore thou readeſi theſe dircRions, IT adviſe thee; 
WA B yea, Icharge thee belore God, and his holy Angels 
[1 to reſolve ro follow them(as far as conſcience fhall be cone 
I vyinced of their agrecableneſs ro Gods word, and thy eſtate) 
|] and call in his afiftance and bleſſing. rhat chey may fucced, 
And as I have ſought the Lord, and conſulred his oracles 
what advice wo give thee, (omuſt thou entertaln It with 
what awe, reverence, and purpoſe of obedience thar the 
word of the living God doth require- 

| No then attend. Set thine heart uato all that I ſhill 
WR teſtifiie unto thee this day ; for ir is not a vain thing, it is 
WIR your life, Dext. 32. 46. This ls rhe endof all that hath 


— 


| been ſpoken hitherto, ro bring youto ſet upon turning,and 
i making uſe of Gods means for your converſion, 1 would 
Bit | not 
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| not trouble you, nor rorment you before the time, with 
i the forerhoughes of your eternal miſery, bur in order to 
i your making yonr- eſcape, Were you fhutup under your 
preſent miſery without remedy, it were but mercy ( as 
one (peaks ) to let you alone, that you might rake In that 
poor litle comfort that you are capable ofhere inthis world; 
Bur you may yet be happy, if you do not willfully re- 
fuſe the. means of your recovery; Behold, - I hold: op- 
 enthe door unto you ; ariſe, rake your flight: I ſet the 
way of life before you 3 walk In It, and you ſhall live, and 
nor die, Dext. Zo 19 Fer 9. 16. It pitles me to think you 
ſhovid be your own mucrderers,and throw your ſelyes head. 
long, when God and mencry out to you, as Peter, in ano- 
'} ther caſe, to his Maſter, Spare thy ſeifi A noble Viregln, 
- that attended the court of Spain, was wickedly ravifhed 
by the King ; and hereupon excited the Duke, her Fa= 
ther, to revenge, he called In the Moors to his help, who, 
Y $| when they had executed hisdefign, miſerably watted aid 
« -} (polled the country, which this Virgin laying fo exceed- 
| ingly to heart, ſhut her (cif up ia a tower belonging to her 
| fathers houſe, avd defired her father and mother might be 
5g | Called for:h, and bewalling to them her own wreiched- 
;,, | Nels, tha; ſhe ſhould have occaſioned fo much- miſery and 
--+| defolation to her courtry, for the facisfying of her revenge, 
ſhe told them: ſhe was reſolved to be avenged upon her 
| felf. Her father and mother beſought het to piry her ſelf 
lee, | and them, bur nothipg could prevail, but ſhe took her 
| leave of them, and threw her (elf off cbe bartlemenls, & 
0fle'! fo periſhed before thelr faces, 
te) Juſt thus is the wilful defiru&lon of ungodly men. The: 
ed, \ God that made them beſeecheth chem, and cryeth outto 
les | them, as Paz to the diſtrated Jaylor, when about to mur- 
der himſelf, Do thy (elf no harm, The Minifters of Ghrift 
the | forewarn them, and follow them, and fain would have 
them back; bu! alas? no expoſtulations nor obteſtarions i 
hill | wit prevail, but men will hurl themſelves into perditlon, i 
els | while piry it ſelf Jookerh on. | 
What fhill | ſay? Would fr not grieve a perſon of any hus 
nd | manjty, ifinthe time of a reigning plague he ſhouid have 
uld | a receipt (x5:0ne ſaid well ) that wonld 7ofallible cure all 
the conntry, and would recoyer the moi hopeleſs patienrs | 
andy " 
". 
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92 _ Diriftions for Convtr frons 
and yet his friends and neighbours ſhould die by the hy 
dreds about him, becauſe they would nor uſe it ? | 
2nd bret!ren, though you carry the ſymproms of deathj 
your faces, yet 1 have a receipr that will care you 
_ that will cure infallibly s Follow but theſe few diref 

_ if ye do notthen win heaven, I will be content to| 
ko 

Hear then, O finner! and as ever thou wouldſt be cy 
verted and faved, embrace this following countel. 

Dire. 1. Set: down with thy (elf, as an undoubt 
truth, that ir is Impoſſible for thee ever to gerto heaven} 
this thy unconverted fare. Can any ather bur Chrlit (ar 
"thee? and he tells thee, he will never doit, except: 
be regenerated, and converted, Mat. 18, 3, oh. 41 
 Doth he Bot keep the keys of heeven ? And canft rhouge 
In withour his leave? As thou muſt, If ever thou co 
thither In thy natural condfrion, withour a found an 
through renovation ? 

DireR. 11. Leboxy to get & thorergh fright, and lively (nf 
and jeeling of thy fins, Till men are weary and heavy lade 
and pricked ar che hearr, and ſ:srk fick of fin, they vi 
nor come to Chrift In his way, for eafe and cure; nor 
purpoſe enquire, whet ſhall we do?Matth. 11, 28. AG; 
37, Matth:g.12: They mait (er themſelves down for deat 
dead mer hefore they will come unto Chriſt, that th« 
may have lifz, 79h 5: 40, Labour rherctore ro ſer allth 
ſins in order before rhec; never be afraid to look up 
them, bur lerthy ſpirit make diligent ſearch, Pſal. 79.8) 
Enquirs into thine heatr, and joto thy life; enter jnto1 
thorow exeminailon of rhy felf, and of thy ways, Pſy, 
$9. that thou may«ſt make a fuli diſcovery , and calll 
the help of Gads Spirir, in the ſenſe of thine own lnabb 
liry hereunto. for it is his proper work to conylace of 61 
Foh 16. 8. Spread ali before 'the face of thy conſcienct, 
eill rhine heart-and eyes be ſer abroach. Leave nor fir! 
ing with God,znd thine own foul, rill fr cry owt under ti 
ſenſe of thy fins, ai the enlighrned Jaylor, what malt ln 
to be ſaved? ac, 16. 3o. To this purpoſe. 

Meditate of the numerouſneſs of thy fins, David's hel 
filled when he thought of this, and confidered that he Þ4t 
more fins than hairs, Pſl, 4% 12. This made him (0). 
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cr] ſcourged him, that fpir in hls face, that diged his han 


Direffiovs for Commerfion. 9 
(o-3rudes of God?s render mercles,Pſa!:; 5t, - 
ne Carcaſe doth not more hate fully (warm 
whth crawling worme, than an unſandified foul with fil 
thy laſts ; they fill the head, the heart, the eyes and 
mouth of him. Look back-ward : Where was ever the 
plzce, what was ever the 11me, {ju which thou didfi not 


fin ? Look Inward : what part or power canfi thou find 


{ in (oul or body, but it is poiſoned with fin : What duty 


doſt thou ever performe, into which poiſon 1s not ſhed ? 
Oh, how great |s the ſum of thy debrs, who haſt been all 


thy life long running upon the books, and never didf, 
# nor canli pay off one penny? Look over the fin of thy 


natnre, and all Its curſed brco7, the fins of thy life. Call 


| to mind thy omiſfiom, to commiſſians, the fins of thy 
| thoughts, of thy words, of thine ations, the fins of thy 


youth, the fins of thy years, &:: Br nor like a deſperate 


4 Bankrupt, that is afrald 10 jock over his book. R-2z6d the 


records of conſcience carefully. Theje books muft be 


. opened ſooner, or larrer Rev. 20. 12. 


Meditate upon the ageraustions of thy fivs, as they are the 
grand enemes againſt the God of thy life, againſt the liſe of 
thy ſoul; in 4 word thi) that are the pubiich tnem:s of all 


+ merkinds How do David, Extre, Daniel. and the good 
| Ltvitesaggrivate their fins, from the confideration of rheir 
| lujuriouſiictls to God, their oppoſition ro his govd and 
| righteous lawsthe mercies,the war: 1ogs that theywerecon . 


mited againſt ,Nob.g.Dan.g.Ez'a 7, O the work that fin 


| hath made in the world, This is the enemy that hath 
1/ brought in death, thar hath robbed and enſ)aved man; 


that hath blacked the Divel, that hath digged hel!, Rom. ge 
12, 2Pet, 2,4, ob. 8, 34, This 1s the enemy thar hath 


| turned the creation up fide down, and ſown CUi{lenion 


between man and the creatures, berween man 40d man, 
yea between man and himſelf, ferting che (enfirive pore 
9q2inft the ratlocal, the wili againft the judgmenc, luft 
againſt conſcience ; yea worft of all, between God and 


j man, making the lapſed finner both hHatcſal ro God, and 


a harer of him, Zech, 11. $. O man ! Hou canſt thou make 
ſo lighr of fin? This is the rrayor that iuck-d che blood of 
the Son of God, thc fo'd him, that mocked him, = 
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g6* Direfiions for Converfa0y, "UM 
that pierced his fide, char preſſed hls gy” hat mangled hi |, 
body, that neyer lefr, till ir had bound bim, condemne 
him, nailed him, crucified him, and put him to oper 
ſhame, 1/«, 53-4. $- 6. This is that deadly polſon, fo power 
ful of operation, as that one drop of ir ſked upon the ro 
of mankind, hath corrupted, ſpolled, and poiſoned, an 
undone hſs whole race at once, Rew.5g- 18. 19+ This ist 
common butcher, the bloody executtoner,chat hath kill 
the prophets, brunt the martyrs, Murdered all theApoſtl 
all the parriarch-, all rhe Kings and porentares: that ha 
deſtroyed Citles, ſwallowed Emplres, burchered and de! 
youred whole Nuttons, Whatever was che weapon tha:'twy 
done by, fin was ft thar did execntion, Rom. 6. 23 Dol 
thou yer think ir but s (mal thing ? if Adam and all th 
children could be digg:d out of rheir graves, and thej 
bodies piled up to heaven, and an inqueſt were made wha! 
macchleſs murderer were guilty ofall chis blood ; it would 
be all found in rhe skircs of fin. Study the nature of fin} 
ell thy hearc be brought to fear and lozth fr, And medha 
on the apgravationsof thy particular fins, how chow haſt fin 
ned againſt allGod's warnings, zg1iaft thine own prayers, 
oainſt mercies, againſt correRion. agaioſt cleareſt light, a 
o2in(t freeft love, againſt thine own reſolutions, againſt pro/ 
mlifes,vows, covenants of better obedience, ec.Charge thy 
heart home with cheſe things, rill it bluſh for ſhame,and be 
brought out of all good opinion of It (eli, Ezra 9.6, 
Meditate xpon the deſert of fin. Ic cryeth up to heaven: 
It calls for vangeance, Gen, 18: 21, 1s dne wages [5 death, 
and damnarion : It puls rhe curfe of God upon the ſoul 
and body, Gel. 3. 10. Dext. 23 The leaſt fiafal work ot 
thoughe lays rhee under the infinite wrath of GodaAlmiph 
ty,Rom2.38.9, Mat-13.35. Oh, whar a load of wrath, whati 
- weight of curſcs, what treaſure of v-ngeance have all tit 
millions of thy fins then deſerved? Rem 2.5.70þ.3.35, Ol 
*1dgze thy (elf, thar theLord may no: judge rnee, 1 Cor.1l.12, 
M:ditat upon the defer mily and defilement of ſin. Tis a5 black 
©2z hell, the very lnage and ijkeneſs of the Devil-drawt 
upon the ſoul. 17ob 3 8 10. It would more ffcight the 
to ſee thy ſclf in the hateful deformicy of thy nature, that! 
to ſee the devil: There is no mire (o unclean, no yomltlo 
loathſomz,no carcaſe or earclon ſo offcafire, no Pte 
| epr 
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Direfions for Converſron. 97 
| ll leprofie ſo nol{ome as ſio, in which thou art all inrolled; 
0 and covered wich fits odions filth, wherby thou art rendred 
PU more di{pleafing to the pure and holy nature of the glorious 
"et{ God, than the moſt filchy obje&, compoled of what ever is 
100 hatefal to all thy ſenſes, can be to thee, lob 15; 15, 16. 
4 Conldeft rhou rake up a Toad into thy boſom ? Couldeſt 
IN thou cheriſh It, and rake delight in It? Why, thou att as 
I contrary to the pure and perfe& holineſs of the divine 
narurc,and as loathſome as that is to thee, Matth. 3 33s till 
thon art purified by the blood of Jeſus, and the power of re- 
de) newing grace. : Reef 
tul Above all. other fins, fix the eye of conſideration on tbeſe two, | 

 1,The {on of thy nature.” [ls to little purpoſe to lop the bran« {| 
| tl ches,while the root of originalcorruprion remains untouch- 
thelt ed: In vain do men lave out the fireams, when the foun- 
Wl rain is runoiag, thar fills up all again. Let the axe of thy 
oul! repentance ( wich David's) go to the root of ſin, Pſal. 
 (n] $L. $. Study how deep, how cloſe, how permanent is thy 
dt! natural pollution, how univerſal js it rill thov deft cry our, 
Ui) with Paul's feeling, upon thy body of death, Rem. 9.2, 
14 Look into all thy parts and powers , & ſee what unclean 
t © veſſels, what fiyes, what dung-hills , whar finks chey are 
Pi! bzcome, Hes miſer, quid ſum ? vas ſterquilinit, concha pun 
tredinis ; plenxsſetore # horrore, Avugatt: Solil. c; 2. The 
die! heart is never ſoundly broken, tlil chroughly convinced of 
| the hejnovſneſs of origi2al fin. Here fix thy thought; this 
ts! js that that makes thee backward to 3ll good, prone to ail 
__ evil, Run, 7+ 15. that ſheds blindneſs, pride, prejudice, 
ſoul! unbelief into rhy mind ; comity, unconftancy cb/ilnicy, in» 
| to thy will 3 inordinate heats and coles into thy «ffeRions; 
nlp»! fnſeaſibleneſs, benursednels, anfalthfulneſs, into thy conz 
hal] ſcience, flipperineſs intro thy memory z and in a word, hath 
Il the] put every wheel of thy ſou! out of o:der, and made it. of 
« ON] an habitation of holineſs, ro become a very hell of iniqui:y, 
10.12) 72. 3. 6+ This [s.chat rhar hath defied, corrupted, per- 
black] yerted a1l thy members, and certied rt em into weapons of 
Ira! anrjghceonſneſs, and ſervant of fin, Roy.'s: 19. rhat hath 
It if) filled che head with carnal and corrayt defigns, Mic. 2. 
thin} x, The hand with fi-fal parRiſes, 1je. 1: !5. the eyes, with 
mitfo wandering and wantonnef, 2 Pit 2. 14. the tongue with 
mel deadly polſon, Jam. 3: 8 that hach opened the ears to 
proj ” Ee on no a. 
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63 DireAons for Converſion, | 
rales, flattery, and filthy communication, and ſhut then! 
-agalnft rhe inftruction of life, Zech. 9. if, 12. and hat 
rendred thy heart a very mlntand forge for fin, and the 
curſed womb of all deadly conceptions, Matth. 18. 16. 
that ic poureth out its wickednefs without ceafing, 2 Py} 
2. 14. even as naturally, freely, and. unwearicdly, as 
 fountaiu doth pour forth Irs waters, Fer. 6. 7. or the rap 
Ivg ſea doth caft forth mire and dirt, 1ſa4:4# 57 20, Anf 
Wilt thou yer be fn love wich thy telf, and\teil us any longe] 
. of thy good heart? Ohnever leaye meditating on this de) | 
perate contaglon of original corruj tion, ti, with Epbraiy) 
thou bemoan thy (elf, Fer. 21.18, and with deepeſi lh | 
and forrow, ſmite on thy breaſt, as the publicen, Luk. 13] 
13. and with 7b, abhor thy (clf, and repent jo duti ant | 
alhes, Jeb 42s 6, 22+ The particular eyil that thou at | 
moſt addi&ed to, find our all its zggravarions, ſer hont | 
upon thy heart all Gods: threatnings againſt jt : Renal i 
tance drives before It the whole herd, bur eſpecially ftich \ 
the arrow in the beloved fin, and fingles this out bow; | 
the reſi, to run ir down, Pſa/- 18, 23. Oh, labour ronalt 
this fin odlons to thy ſoul, and doub'e thy guards, ard th} , 
reſolution againſt ir, becauſe this hath, and doth moſt dif | 
honour God, andendanper thee, K 
DireRion II. Strive to aff: thy heart with & drip {tu} x 
of thy preſent miſery. Read over the foregoing Chapter agal 
and again, and get It out of the Book into thine heal} 
Remember when thou lieft down , that for ought that | 
knoweft, thou mayeſt awake in flames; and when thol 
riſeſt up, that by the next night thon mayeſt make thy bel 
In hell; Is it a juſt matter to live in (ach a fearful caſe} 4, 
To ſtand tottering upon the brink of the bottomleſs pl 
and rolive at the mercy of every diſeaſe, thar If it Wh 
.bur fall upon thee, will ſend thee forthwith inro the butt 
Ings? Suppoſe thou ſaweft a condemned wretch hangli 
over Nebxchadneizg 4's bnrniog fiery furnace, by not 
but a twine Threed, which were ready ro break every 0]: x1 
- ment, world nor thine heart tremble for ſuch an off w 
Why, thou art the man; This is thy very caſe, Ol 
woman, that readeſt this, if thou be yer unconyert® 1; 
What jf the thread of thy life ſhould break ? (Why, 9 g 
knoweſt not but it may be the next night, yea the - u 
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Sa .  Dirt&ions for Conver fron, 99 
hem) moment) Where would(t thou be then? Whither weuldiſt 
hath! thou Arop ? Verlly, upon the crack but of this Thread, 
| tt. thou falleft into the lake that burneth with fire and brima 
6. flone ; where thou muſt ly fcalding and ſweltering in a 
Pl! fiery ocean, while God hath a Belng, If thou die In thy 
54 preſent caſe, And doth not thy ſou] tremble az thou read-» 
mage eſt? Donot rhy Tears bedew the Paper, and thy heart 
Alf throb in thy boſom ? Doft thou not yet begin ro ſmiteon 
DRY! thy breaſt, and bethink thy ſelf what need thon haft of a 
+del change? Oh, Whar Is thy heart made of? Haſt thou nor 


10K only loft all regard to God, but art without any love and 
hae pley ro thy ſell? 
k.1il * On, ſtudy thy miſery, till thy heart do cry our for 
[1a Chrift, as earnefily as eyer a drowping man did for a boar, 
u i! or the wounded for a Chirurgeon. Men moſt come and ſee 
hom! the danger, and feel the (mart of thelr deadly ſores and 
epet« fickne(s, or elſe Thrift will be to them a phyficlan of no 
{lic value, Maith, 9, 12. Then the man ſlayer haftens to the 
ad efry of refuge, when perſued by the avenger of blood. Men 
" muſt ve even forced and fired out of themſelves, or elſe 
rd lf they will nor come to Chriſt, *Twas diſtreſs and extremity 
fl dl thar made rhe prodigel think af returning, Luk. 15. 16. 17. 
' While Leodicea thinks her ſe!f rich, Incrcaſed In goods in 
1} 9} need of nothing, there Is litile hope. She muſt be deeply 
rg convinced of her wretchednels, blindneſs, poverty, naked. 
; hea {| beſ3, before ſh: will come to Chrift for his gold, ralment, 
ht 8% eye faive, Rev. 3: 17, 18, Thersfore hold the eyes of 
N wa conſcience open, amplifi: thy miſery as much as poſſible; 
thy be do not fly the fight of ir, for fear Ic ſhould fi! the with 
al cal terrour, The ſenſe of thy miſery is but a! it were the 
efs P) fuppuration of the wound, which ls neceſſary to the cure. 
| 18 Wh better fear the rorments that ab{de thee now,than feel them 
e bill) her-after, 
hanglt  Dire*&. IV; Settle 7t xpon thy hea's, that they art ander 
not an tverleſting inability ever to recover thy ſelf Never think 
eſ) | thy praying, reading, hearing, confelſiog, emcn ding. 
an on wYldo rhe cure. Theſe muft be arrcnded, bur thou arr 
0.07 undone If thou refſt-ft in them. Rom. 10 3 Thou art a 
hg loſt min, ff thon hopeft to eſcepe diowitng upon any 
on other plank, bur J:{ſus Chriſt, 44, 4- 12. Thou muſt 
he p unlcara thy ſelf, and renounce thia own wildom, thine | 
| F 2 ons. 


1%9w& a +1 64 60S jor Converſion, 
own righteouſneſs, rhine own firengthy and throw thy (ell 
wholly apon Chriſt, az a man that (wimmeth caſteth hims| f1 
ſelf upon the water, or elle thou can(t nor eſcape. Whil 
men truſt iv themſclves, and eftavbliſh their own righteouſ 
neſs, andhave confidence In the fleſh, they will nor co 
ſavingly co Chrlft, Lab. 18. 9. Philip. 3. 3. Thon muff 
know thy gain to be but ioſs and dung, thy ſtrength by 
weakneſs, thy righteouſneſs rags and rottenneſs, befor 
there will be an effeRual cloſure berween Ehrift and th 
Philip. 3. 7, 84 9+ 2 Cor. 3+ $. 1]a. 64.6. Can the lifel 
carcale ſhake off Its grave cloaths, and looſe the bands 
death? Then mayeſt rhou recover thy (elf, who art 
Jn treſpzſles and fins, and under an Impoſſibility of ſerviny 
thy maker ( acceptably ) la this condition, Rem. 8.8. 
T1. 6, Therefore when thou goeſt ro pray, or medita 
or to do any of the dutics to which thou arr here de 
red, go out of thy ſelf, call in the help of the Spirit, x 
deſpairing to do any thing plealing to God, in thine owt 
firevgth: Yer negle&@ nor thy duties but lie at the pool 
and walt In the way of the Spirit, While the Exnuh 0 
Teading, then the Holy Ghofl ſent pbzlip ro him, 46.4 
28 29. When the Diſciples were praying, A. 4, 3' 
when Cornelins and his freinds were hearing, A. 10 44 
th:n:he Holy Ghoſt fell upon'thew, and filled rhem 
$rrive to give up thy (elf to Chrift, ftrive to pray, fir 
to meditate, firive an hundred and an hundred times, 
to do ft as well as rhon canfi; and while thou art ender 
youring in the way of thy duty, the Spirit of the Loi 
'will come upon thee, and help thee to do what of if 
ſelf thou arc utterly unable unto, Prov. 1, 23, | 
\ DereR, V. Forthwith renounce all thy fins, If Us 
yield thy ſelf to the contrary praRice of any fin. i 
art undone, Rom, 6. 19, In vain doit thou hope for li 
by Chriſt, exeept thou depart from iniquity, 2. 19, F 
ſake rhy ſins, or elſe thou canſt not find mercy, Prov 
13. Thou canſt nor be married co Chrift, except divoi® 
from fin. Give up the traitor, or you can have no p# 
wich heaven. Caft the head of Sheba over the wall : 
mot Delileh In thy lap, Thou muſt part with thy fins, 0 
with thy ſoul: Spare bur on fin, and God will not (pi 
thee, Neyer make excuſcs, thy ſivs muſt die, of " 
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DirefFions for Converfeen, ol 
muſt dle for them, Pſal. 58, 21, If chou allow of one tim, 
though but a lircle, a fecret one, though thou mayeſt 
plead neceſſity, and have a hundred fhifrs and cxcaſcs for 
It, che life of thy ſoul muſt go for the life of thar 
ſin, Exh. 18, 21, And will ic nor be dear Iy bought? 


 'O ſigner, hear and conſider, If rhou wilt part with thy 


| | fins, God will gie the his Chrift, 1s not this a fair eX- 


chang: ? reſtifie unto thee this day, that If rhow periſh, 
ſt is not becauſe there was never a Saviour provided, nor 


o& 1ife rendred, bur becauſe thou preferredit ( with the Jews) 


the murderer before thy Saviour, fin before Chriſt, and 


lovedſt darke(s rather then light, Joh, 3. 19. Search thy 


{ heart therefore With candles. as the Jews did rhelr houſes 


for leayen, beſore the fafſorer : Labour to find ont thy 
fins, enter into thy cloſet, and conſider, What evil have 
I lived in? Whar duty have I neglefied rowards God? 


What fin have I lived fn againft my brother? And now 


| firike the darts through the heart of thy fio, as Job did 
| through Abſelom's, 2 San. 18, 14, Never fland looking 
j upon thy fia, nor rolling the morſe] under thy tongue, 
! 766 20, L1. bur, ſpit it out as poylon, with fear and 
; dereflation. Alas ! What will thy ſins do for thee, that 
| thou ſhouldfit ftick at parting with thee? they will flatter 


thee, but they will undo thee, and cut thy throat while 
they ſmlle upon thee, & poyſon thee while they picaſe thee, 


4 2nd arm the juſtice 8& wrath of the infiaiceGod againii thee, 
| They will open hell for thee, & pilevp fewel ro burn thee, 
| B:hold the gibbecthac they have prepared forthee. Oh ſerve 


| themlikeHayen,%do upon them the execution rhey would 


at Elſe have done upon thee: Away with them,crucific them, 
4 and let Chrift only be lord over thee, 


Dire&, VI. Make « ſolemn choice of God for thy portion 


| ©1d bleſiedneſs, Dent: 36. With all poſliale devotion and 
| Yeneration avouch the Lord: for thy God, Ser the world, 
4 with all its glory, and palar, and gallantry, wich all its 

| Pleazures and promotions, on the on hand; and fer God, 
| With all his Infiole excellcncles and perfeRions, on the 
{ Other ; and (ce that thou do deliberately make thy choice, 


Joſh. 24, 15. Take up thy reſt la God, Job 6. 68, Sc 


hal "ice down under his ſhadow, Cent. 2: 3+ Let bls promſſc{ | 
au and perfeRions turn the ſcale againſt all the world, Settle |} 


F 3 


 To2 DireAins ſor Converſion, 

It ypon thy heart that the Lord ls an all ſufficient portion, 
that thou canſt not be miſerable while thou haſt a God to 
Hive upon ; Take him for thy fhield, and exceeding gren 
reward. God alone Is more than all the world, content 
thy ſelf with him : Ler others carry the preferments and 


glory of the world, place thou thy happineſs In his favour, | 


and the Iighr of his countenance, Pſel. 4, 6, 7. 
Poor ſinner, thou art fallen off from God, and-hift 


engaged his power and wrath againſt thee ; Yet knoy, | 


that of his abundant grace, he doth offer to be thy God 
again In Chriſt, 2 Cor. 6, 17- 18. What (ayeſt thou, man? 
Wilt thou have the Lord for thy God ? Why, rake this 
counſel, and thou ſhilt have him, Come to him by his 
Chclſt , Job, 14, 6. Renounce the'Idols of thine own 
pleaſures, gala, reputation, 1Theſ 1.6, Let theſe be pulled 
out of the throne, and ſer God's intereft uppermoſt in 


thiac heart ; Take him as God, to be chief in thine affect | 


jons eſtimations, intenilons ; for he will nor endure to 


have any ſet above him, Ro. 1. 24, Pſal 73. 25. In a 
word, Thou muſt rake him in all his perſonal Reletions,and | 


IN| > In all hls eGencie! Perfeitions: 


Firſt, In all his perſanal!l Relations, God the farher moſt | 
'bz taken for thy father, tr. 3 4: 19, 22. On, come to | 
him with the Prodigal,faiher, 1 have ſinned againſt heeven | 


and In the fight; and am not worthy to be called thy fon; 
but fince of thy wonderful mercy, thou art pleaſed to take 


me, that am of my ſelf a dog, a (wiv, a dive), to be thy | 
child, I ſolmnly rake thee for my Father, commend my | 


ſelf to thy care, and truſt to thy Providence, and caſt my 
burden on chy ſhoulders, 1 depend on thy proviſion, and 
fobm{t ro thy correttious, and traft under the ſhidow of 
thy wings, and hide in thy chambers, and fly to thy name; 
I renounce all confidence in my elf, I repoſe my contv 
dence In thee, I depoſe my concerments with thee.: [ 
will be for thee, and for no other. Apgzin, Gd the Son 
muſt be taken for thy Savtour, for ihy Redeemer and 
Rightcouineſs, Foh. 1. 2. He muſt be accepted as the only 
way to the Father? and the only means of iife, Heb. 7. 25 
Oh then put off the rayment of thy captivity, on with the 


il wedding garment, and go and mary thy («lt ro Je\u Chriſt, 


Lord, 1 am thine and all that lhavez my body, my bk 


ay a_ co 
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Dirrflions for Conve! ſeons I03--- 
my names my eſtate. I ſed a bill of deyorce tomy other 
lovers: Igive my heart tothee, I will be thine nodividedly, 


| thine everlaſiingly, 1 will fet thy name on all I have, and 


uſe it only as thy goods, as thy loan during thy leave. rc= 
ſigning ali to thee. I will have no Kieg but thee : 'Reign 
thou over me, Other Lords have had dominion over me; 


but now | wit{ make mention of thy name only, and do 


here take an oath of feairy to thee, promiſing and vowing. 
to ſerve, and loye, and fear rhes, above all competitors, 
I difavoiv mine own righreouſneſs, and deſpair of ever 
being pardoned and ſaved (or-mine own dutfes, or graces 
and lean only on thine all-ſufficient ſacrifice and Interceſ- 
fion, for pardon, and: life, and acceptance before God, I 
take thee for mine only guide and Infiruſter, reſolving to 
be led and direRted by thee, and to wait for thy counſel, 
and that thine hall be the caſting voice with me, Laſily,. 


God the Spicir muſt be raken for thy SanRifier, Re#:. 8.9; 
| 14: Gal. 5. 16; 18. for thin Advocar, thy Coupfellorgthy 
\ Conforter, thy Teacher of thiue ignorance, & the-Pledge 


and Earneſt of thine {nheritance. Rom, 8.26 Pſal. 73.24. 


' Joh, 14. 16' Ephes, 1. 14. Jobs 14, 26 . Epbe|. 4: 30. As 
' wake thou North wiad, and come thou South , and 
| blow upon my garden, Cant. 44 16, Come thou $pi=: 


ric of the Moſt high, here is a- houſe for thee, 


| here is a remple for-thee: Here do thou reſt for ever; 


dwell here, and reſt here ; Lo, I give up the poſſeſſion 
to thee, ſuil poſſeſſi>y. I ſend thee the keys of my hear 


| tatall may be (or thy uſe, that thou mayeſi put thy goods, 


tny grace Into every room. I give up the uſe of all ro thee, . 
that every ſaculty, and every member may be thine luſtru» 
ment, to wotk righteoufaeſs,, and do the will of my Father. 
which is jo heaven. 

Secondly, 1n all kis tfſenlial Perfeiions, Conſider how. 
the Lord hath revealed himſelf to you in his word : Will 
you tzke him as ſuch a God ? O finner, here's rhe bleſl 
edeſt news that eyer came to the ſons of men: The Lord. 
will be thy Godz Gen. 19: 5. Atv. 21. 2. if thou wilt bur 
ciole with him in hls exccllenctes. Wilt thon have the 
metciſul, the gracious, the fin: pardoning God to.be thy 
God? Onyes (iaith the finner ) I am undoneelfe, But the. 
fkather tells thee, 1 am the holy and fin-hating God ; If. Fi 

| F4 thoy« Bl 


: [| 


WJ; 404 Direftions ſor Convtrfion « b 
I thou wiſr be owned as on of my people, thon muſt be holy 
1Per. 1, 16. holy In heart, holy 1n life* Thou moſt pur a+ 
way all thine Inſquities, be they never fo near, never fo 
nftural, never ſo neccſſary to the maintaining thy fleſhly 
Intereft, Unleſs thou wilt be at defiance with fin, I cannot 
be thy God, Caft out the leaven, put away the evil of thy 
doings, 'ceaſe to do evil; learn to do well, orelſe I can 
have nothing ro do with thee, 1ſe. 1. 16, 17, 18. Bilng 
forth mine enemics,or there is no Peace to be had with me, 
What doth thine heart anſwer?Lord,1 deſire to have thee 
&5 ſuch a God Idifire to be holy, as thou art holy, robe 
made pzrtaker of thy holineſs. Tlcye thee, not only for 
thy goodneſs and mercy, bur for thy holineſs and purity, 
I take thy holineis for my happineſs: Oh. be to me a foun« | 
zatn of holineſs, ſet on me the ſtamp and Impreſs of thy | 
holineſs, 1 will thankfully part wich allmy fins at thy come | 
mand : My wilful fins 1 do forttwlth forſake 3 and for my : 
Infirmitles thar 1 cannot ger rid of, tho I wonld, I wil | 
firive avalnit them fn the uſe of the means, 1 deteſt chem, | 
and will pray and war againſt chem, and will ncyer & 
them have quiet reſt In ny ſoul: Beloved, whoſoever of . 
VIE you wiil thus accept of the Lord for his God, he hill 
| hays him. un Ip 
t. Again, He tels you, Tam the All- ſufficient God, Ger.19, | 
8 3, Will you lay all ar my feer, and glre jtup ro mydilj oe, | 
IT and tecke me for your only portion ? Will you own and | 
Wil honour mine All=({ufficiencyz Will you take me as your | 
= happineſs and trezfure, your hope and bliſs? lam a Sun | 
WY and a Shleld, all in one: Will you have me for your All? | 
Will Gez. 15: 1: Pſel. 84, 11» Now, Whatdoſt thou ſay tothii; | 
Wii Doch thy mourh watzr after the onions and fl:ſh-pots of | 
WE Zeyp:? Art thou loth no exchange the earthly happlne(s, 
lt for a part in God 3 and though thou wouldſt be glad to 
| Have God and the world too, yet canſt thou not think 
{| of having him, and nothing but him, but hadft rather take 
WH wp with'the carth below, If Gad wonld bur let thee keep |*' 
| | Ic as long as thon wouldeft? This is a fearful fign. But 00w, 
Il If thou are willing to ſell all for the pearl of great price, 
ll Beth: 13. 45. If thine heart anſwer, Lord, 1 difire 80 
| other portion but thees Teke the corn, apd the wine, 
| 82d the 0] whoſo will, ſo Imay have the light o! thy coun» 
| P | tenances 
|} I 
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Direfons for Converſion, | 10g 
tenance 1 pi:ch upon'thee for my happinels, Igladly ventnre 
my (elf on thee,and truft my ſelf with thee, I ſet my hepes 
jn thee, 1 take up my reſt with thee, Let me hear thee 
ſay, | am thy God, thy Salvation, and 1 have cnough, all. 
I with for, 1 will make no terms with thee, but for thy ſelf: 
Let me bur have. thee ſure, Let me be able to make my 


claim, and fee my title to thy elf, and for other chings? 


I leave them to thee 3 give me more or (eſs, any thing or 
porhlog, I will be ſatisfied In my God. Take him thus, and 


. he is thine own. 


Again he tells you ; I am the Soveraign Lord: If you 
will have me for your God, you muſt glivc me the ſupre» 


 macy, Matth. 6, 24. 1 will not be an underliog; You. 


' muſt not make me a (ccond to fin, or any worldly Intereſt 


I dE a ed 6d nd 
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 e—_ 


If you wiil be my people, I muſt have the rule over you 5. 
you muſt not live at your own lift, Will you come under 
my yoke? Will yqu bow to my government? Will you 


; ſubmir ro my diſcipline, to my word, to my rod? . $\n- 


ner, Whatlayeſt thou 'this ? Lord, I had rather be ar 


\. thy command, than live at mine own Iifi:1 hed rather have 
i thy will to be done than mine : 1 approve of, and conſent 


to thy laws, and account ir my priviledge to lie under 
them- And though the fleſh rebel, and often break over 
bounds, I am reſolved to take no other Lord but thee. T 
willlogly take the oath of thy ſupremacy. and acknowledge 
thez for my liedge Soveraign, and reſolve all my days to- 
pay thee tribute of worſhip,obedierice and love, and ſer= fi 
vice to thee, and to live to thee, as. thy end of my life» I 
This is a right 2cceptiitg of God* 1 


To be ſhort, He teils you; Iam the true and faithfull: If 
God : If you will haye me for your- God, you muſt be: Yi 


content totruſt me; 2 Tim. 1 12, Prov. 3. 5. Will you 
venture your ſelves upon my Word, and depend upon my 
faichfullneſs, and rake my bond for your ſecurity? Wil 


. You be content to follow mein poverty,and reproich; and 


affii&ion here; and to ſec much golrg out,avd little come 
Ingio, aad to tarcy fil] the nixt world for your prefers 
m:nt; Matth. 9. 21. Ideal much ypon truſt ; Will you Þ 
be cogtear to labour, and toſuff-r, and ro rarry for your {| 
returns till the reſurceRion ofthe-jull ? Lizkh. 14. 14+ fi 
. The womb of my promile wy got preſently bring ous I 

[I vill 
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. tos DirefAions ſor Converſeon, A 
Will you have. the patterice ro wait ? Htb. io: 36. Now, 
. beloved ; What (ay you to thiz?, Will you have thi 
God for your God ? Will you be content to live by falth, 
and truft him for an unſeen happineſs, an unſcen heaven, 
an unſcen glory ? Do your hearts anfwer, Lord we wil 
venture our ſelves upon thee, We commir our ſelves to 


thee, we roll upon thee, we know whom we have truſted, | 


we are wiffipg to take thy word, we will prefer thy pro: 
Miſes before cur own poſleſiions, and the hopes of heaven 
before all ihe enjoyments of the earth 3 we whil walr th 
leiſure: What thou wilt here, ſo that we may have but 
thy falthfull promiſe for heaven hereafter? If you can in 
truth, and vpon deliberation, thns accept of God, he will 
be yours. Thus there muſt be in a right converfion to 
God, a clofing with him (vjrable to his excellencles. But 
when men cloſe with his mercy, bur yer love fio, hating 
holineſs and purity ; or will take them for their Benefic- 
for, but not for their Soveraign 3 owfor their Patron, but 
for their Portion; this is -no thorow and no ſound 
converſion. | 

Dire& VITA4ccept ofthe Lord fFefvs in all bis offices, with 
ell his inconveniences as thine, Upon theſe terms Chriſt 
may be had Sinner. Thou haſt uadone thy ſelf. and ze 
plunged into the ditch of moſt deplorable miſery out of 
which they are never able to climb up : Bur Jeſus Chriſt ls 
able and ready to help theczand he freely tenders bimſclf 
'ro thee, Heb. 5, 25: Fob, 3« 36. Be thy ſins never (0 mb 
ny, never ſopgreat, of never fo long continuance, yet 


' thou ſhalc be moſt certalnly pardoned and ſaved, if thou | 


doft not wretchedly negle& the offer that inthe name of 


God Is here made unto thee, The Lard Jeſus calleth ut! + 


20 thee, to look' unto him aud be ſaved, Tc, 45. 22. 0 
come unto him and he will 'in-no wiſe caſt thee out, Joh, 
6. 37. Yeax, hes a ſultor to'thee; and beſeecheth thee 
to'be reconciled, 2 Cor. 5s, 20; Hecryeth in the fireets, 
\ he knocketh at thy door, he wooeth thee to accept of 
him, and five with him, Prev. 1 20. Rev. 2. 30. Ifthou 
dleft, *tis becauſe thou wouldft not come to him for: life, 
Joh: 5, 40. Now accept. of an offered Chriſt, and thou att 
' made for'ever: Now give up thy conſent to him, and the 
match 14 made, all the world cannot hinder it, / Do oY 


ſtand | 


- wal  Direftions for Converfuont 07” 
ow} land - off. becauſe of thine unworthineſs. Man, I ell 
18] thee, nothing in all the world can undo thee, bur thine 
unwillingaeſs. Speak, man: Art thou willing of thy match? 
2,1 Wile chou have Chriſt in all hls rclations ro bethine ; thy 
[[King, thy Prieſt, thy Prophet 5 Wilt thou have him. with 
all his inconveniences ? Take not Chriſt hand over head, 
bat fir down firſt, and count the coſt. Wile thou lay all 
[at his feer? Wilc thou be content to run all hazards with 
him? Wilr thou take thy lor with him, fall where It 
1| will ? Wilt thoudeny thy ſelf, rake up thy croſs, and 
follow him ? Arr thou deliberacly, underftandingly, free» 
| ly, fixedly, determined to cleave to himin all times, and 
ill} condfrions? If ſo, my ſoul for thine, thou ſhalt never 
p:riſh, Joh. 2. 16, bur art paſſed from death to liſe. Here 
lies the main poiur of thy ſalvation that thou be found In 
thy covenantecloſure with Jeſus Chriſt 5 and therefore, if 
-| thou love thy (elf, ſce that thou be faithful co God and 
thy ſoul here. 

Dlre&. VIILRe/ign vp all thy powers and faculties, and 
| thy whole intereſt, to be bis. They gave their ownſelves una 
to the Lord, 2 Cor. 8. 5. Preſent your bodies as a living 
ft! ſrerifice, Rom. 12, 1. The Lord ſeeks nor yours, but you: 
Refiga therefore thy body, with all irs members, to him; 
of} and thy ſoul, with all Its powers ; rhathe may be glort. 

| fied in thy body, and in thy ſplrit, which are his, 1 Cor. 
6: 20, Ina right cloſure with Chrift, all the ſacultics 
give up ro him. The judgmentſubſcribes, Lord thou art 
worthy of all acceptarion; chlef of ren thouſand : Happy ' 
u | Ische man that fiadeth thee. All the things that are co be 
defired, are not to be comparcd with thee, Prov. 3. 13:. 

«14. 15, The underſtanding lays afide its corrnpt reaſoning 
0 | and cayils, and irs prejudices ageinſt Chrift and his ways, . 
It is now paſt queſtioniog and diſpuring, and cafis it for” 
Chriſt, againſt all the world, Ir concludes, *tis good 
tobe here ; and ſees ſuch a treaſure in this field, fach 
valuc in this pearl, as Is worth all, Math 13. 44: Oh. 
here is the richeſt bargain that ever 1 made, here is the 
ticheſt prize that ever man was offered, here |s the ſove« 
reigneſt remedy that eyer mercy prepared ; he {s worthy 
of my eſtcem* worthy of my choice, worthy of my love, 
Nofthy tg be embraced, adored, admired fog eycrmore! 

Ce a Rev, 


| foes; 3 vowan immortal quarre! with every fin, I wil 


- yog Dzref3ons for Converſion, | | 

Rev, $: 12, Iapprove-of his articles, his terms are righs 
reans and reaſonable, fall of equity and mercy. Again, 
the will refigns ; It ſtands no longer wavering, nor wiſh. 
iog and woulding, bu: Is peremptorily determined : Lord 
s thy love hath overcome me z thou haſt won me, and thou 
© ſhalt hiveme: Come in. Lord 3 to thee I freely open | 
* Tconſent to be ſaved In thine own way, thou fh:lt have 


memory gives up © Chriſt : Lord, -here is a fiore-houſe 
for thee : Out with thls traſh, lay in thy treaſure : Let me 
be a granary, 8 repoſitory of thy truths, thy promlſez, 
thy providences. The confclence comes In ; Lord! 
witl ever ſide with thee,T will be thy faithfullReglſter, wlll 
warn when the finner is rempred, and (mite when thou art 
offended , 1 will witneſs for thee, and jadge for thee, 
and guide into thy ways, and will never let fin have 
quice jn this ſoul. The affeflions alſo comes in t 
Chriſt > Oh, ſaith. love, I am fick of thee, Oh, ſaith 
defiie , now 1 have my longing : Here is the 
risfa&ion I fough: for 3 here is the defire of narions ; 
' hereis the brezd for me, and balm for me, all thar I want, 
Fear bows the knee with awe and veneretion; Welcome, 
Lord; to thee will 1 pry my homage, thy word and thy 
rod {hill T command my motions, thee will I reverence and 
adore, before thee will I fall down and worſhip, Grit 
likewiſe puts on. Lord, thy diſpleaſure, and thy diſhonour, 
thy peoples calamicles,and mine own jnſquities, fhal be that, 
that ha) ſer me abroach:1 will mournwhecn thou arroffended; 
x will weep when thy cauſe is wounded, Anger 1: bewift com? 


ken tothe fl :itterics of fin, and temptations of Sitan agalol: 
thee, Batred 199 will fide with Cori(t:1 proteſt mortal enmity 
with thine enemies, that I will cever bs. friznds witch thy 


olve oo quarter, 1 will make-no peace; Thus let All thy 


* any thing, thov ſhalr have all, let me but have thee. The | 


Zn ſor Chrifi:Lord,nothing (0 enrages me,as my folly agaluſt | 
thec;'he! 1 ſhould be fu befooled, and bzwitched,as to hear- | 


nou) an 
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forſake all ( in preparation aud reſolution of thy heart ) 
thov canſi not be his Elſciple, Thou muſt hate facher and 
mother, yea, and thine own life alfo In compariſon of 
him, and as ſar as it fiands in competition with him, Mat, 
10, 37. Lak. 14, 26: 27. &*c: Taa word, thou muſe 


' glve him thy (elf, and all thar rhow haſc, ,wichour reſeryatl» 


# 


or ciſe thou canſt have Le part in him, 

Dire&, IX. Mee cboice of the Lews of Chrit, as the 
rule of thy words, thoughts end aftions,Plal. 109. yo: This 
Is the true conyerts choice, Bur here remember theſe 
rules, 1. Tox maſt chufe thi all, There is no com- 
Iog to heaven by a partial obtdience 3 Read Pſal. 119.6, 
128, 169, Exth, 18: 21. Note may thick jt enough to 
take up with the cheap and cafic part of Religion, and 
let alone the duries that are coſtly, and (cIf denying, and 
grate upon the Intereſt of the fleſh ;: You muſt rake all, or 
none; A (incere converr, though he makes moſt conſcl- 
ence of the greatcſt fins, and weſghtiefi dutles 3 yer he 
maks true conſcience of little fins, and of all duties, Pal» 
ng. 6. 113. Matth. 23: 23: 2+ For a8 times, For profpe- 
rity, and for adverſity; whether it rain cr ſhine. A 
true convert is reſolved in his way, he will fland to his !Þ 
choiceg and will not ſer hls back to the wind, and be of |! 
the religion of the times: * Thaveſiuck to thy teſtimonies | 
* 1 have inclined my heart to perform thy ſtatutes alway 
* evento the end, Thy teſtimonies have I taken, as an | 
* herirage for Ever: Pſal: 119. 3i: 1144; 119, 44: 03: <1 I 


* will have reſpe& uoro thy ſ:atures continually. This muff 


Aot be done band weer brad, but deliberatly, and niderſtende || 
ingly: Thar diſovedtent Son (aid, 7 go Sir; but be wene 
not, Math: 24 20: How felrly did they promiſe ? AL ſk 
that the Lord oxr God (hall ſprak ants thee, we will doit? if 


And «ibs like they (pake as they meant ; but when ic came 1 
to tryal, ir was found that there was not ſuch a heart In || 
. them, as ro do what they halpromiſed, Deat's: 25, 29, Miſh 

If you would be fincere in clofing with the Jaws and ways If 
of Chriſt, Firſc, $:ydj the meaning, end latitsde. and roms || 
piſs of them ; Remember that rhey are very ſpiritual, they if 
reach the very thoughts and inclinztlons of the heartz ſo {| 


Way you will walk by yhils rute, yout yery chonghts and 's 
: Jna #þþ 


| | WER . 
F | laward motions maſt be under government, Apaln, That” 
WE they are very itridt, and felf-denying, quire coatrary to 
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the grain of your oitural Inclinations, Matth: 16. 24, 
You mult take the fſtralc pate, the narrow way; and be 


} content to have the fl:fh curbed from the liberty ft defires, 
| Matth, 7. 14: Ina word, thar they ate very large « For thy 
| commendments #5 excteding broad, Plal. 119, 96: Secondly 

Ul Reſt not 3x generals, ( for there is much aecelic in thar, ) 
W bgt bring down toy heart to the particular commends of Chriſt | 
| Thoſe Jews in the Prophet ſeemed as well refolyed. as any 
| fa che world, and called Gad to witnefs, that they meant 


as they ſaid ; Bur they ſtuck in generals, When God's 


WY command croſſeth chelr inclination, they will not obey, 


Jer. 423 1. 28 3: 4+ 5:6. compared with chap. 43. v: 2, 
Take the afſembiles larger Carechiſm, and (ce their exce!- 


IM lentand moſt compendious expoſi:ion of theCommandments 


and pur thy hzartto fr. Art thou reſolved, in the (trength 
of Chriſt, to (er Bpon the conlicleatious praftice of every 
duty that thou findeſt to here required of thee, an to ſet 
againſt every fin that thou findeſi there forbidden ? 

This Is the way to be ſound in God's ftatutes, thar thon 
mayeit never b: aſhamed, Pſal; 19 80: Thirdly, Ovſcive 
the ſpeclai duties that chy hearc 13 moſc agaiaſr, and the 
ſpecial fins that *cis moſt Inclined unto; and ſee whether 


08 irbe truly reſolved to perform the one, and forcgo the 0+ 


ther. har ſayeſt thou to thy boſom fin, thy gainful ſin? 
What (ayeſt thou to coſtly, and hazardous, and fleſh, dife 


| | picafing duties? If chou halteft here, and doſt not re- 
0k ſolve, by the grace of God, to croſs thy fleſh, and put to 
W tt, thou art vniound, Plal.. 18; 23: and I1g: 6: 


Dire&. X. Let «ll this be compleated in « ſolemn coventnt 
between God and thy ſont, Pal. 119.106. Neh. Jo, 29. For 
thy better help therein, take theſe few UiceRlons. 

Firſt, Ser apart ſome rime, more than once, tobe ſpent 


| | in ſecret before the Lord. 


1. In ſething tarneſtly bis ſptcial aſſiſtance, and gracions 


WE acceptence of thee. 


2. In conſidering diſtinf!y all the ttrms or conditions ojtht' 


| F | Covenant, expreſſed inthe form hereafter propoſed. 


3. Inſcerching thine. heert, whether thos art ſincerely wit- 
Ling 80 ſorſtke all thy ſins, and to reſign up thy elf, #04 " 
k "11 


of 


A * 


foul, unto God, 


,- Which, orto 


Dzrefions for Conver fron; u! 
and his ſervice 5, to ſerve him in nolintſs and 
righteouſneſs all the days of thy lie. 

Secondly , Compoſe thy ſpirir Into the moſt ſerjous 
frame potfivle, ſuitable to a tranſaRion of ſo high Impor- 
tance, | 

Thirdly, Lay hold on the Covenant of God,and rely upon 
his promiſe of giving grace and firength, whereby thou 
mayeſt be enabled to perſorm thy promiſe. Truſt not to, 
thine own firength, to the ſtrength of rhine own reſolut}« 
Ons, but take hold on his firength. 

Fourthly, Reſolveto be faithful; having engzged thine 
heart , opened thy mouth, and ſubſcribed with thy 
hand unto the Lord, reſolve in hls ſirepgih'"never to go 
back. s : 

Laſily, Being thus prepared, on ſome convenient time 
fer zparc for the purpoſe, ſer upon the work; and ia the 
moſt ſolemn manner poſſible, as if the Lord were viſibly 
preſent before thine eyes, fall down on thy knees, and 
ſpreading forth thine hands rowards Heaven, open thine 
heart to the Lord ia theſe, or the like words, | 


'® Moft dreadful God ! For the pafſion of thy Son, I be- 
(cech thee, accepr of thy poor prodiga}, now pro- 
Rrating himſclfat thy door : I have fallen from thee by 
mine iniquity, and am by nacure a ſon of death, and a thoy, 
ſend-fold more the child of hell, by my wicked praRice . 
but of thine infinkce grace, thou haſt promiſed mercy to? 


The terms of me InChrift, If I will but turn to thee 
0k! ComMmunzon 


ere either from call of thy Goſpel, I am now come in,and 


throwing down my weapons, ſubmic my 
which. my (clfto thy mercy. 
And becauſe thou requireft, as the condition of my 
pgace with thee, that I ſhould pur away mine idols, and 
ENT be at deſyance with all rhinc encmiesy 
The terms frow which I acknowledgeI have wickedly fid- 
which we muſt ed with,againſt thee; here from the bot 
tun: Sin, Sx- roin of my heart renounce them all,firm- 
tan, the World, Iy covenanting with thee, not to allow 
and our own myſelfin any known fin, bur conſcien- 
Righteoſneſs, go uſcallthe meantthat 1 know thou haft 


Y 'T 


Þ 


il 


with all my heart : Therefore upon the ; | 
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which 11«ft be preſcribed, for the death aud utter de. 
thus renoxnced, firuRtion of all my corruptions} And 

whereas I have formerly Iinordioately and 
idolatrouſly let out my affe ions upon the world,I do here 
relign up my heart to thee that madeſi It ; humbly pro. 
teſting before thy glorious Mijzfty, that it is the firm reſo. 
Ja:ion of my heart, and rhat 1do nnfeignedly defire grace 
from thee, that when rhou ſhalr call me hereunto, I may 
praice this my reſolution, through thy afiſtance, to for. 
ſake all thar {s dear unto me in this world, rather than 
to turn from thee, to the ways of ſin; and that I wlll 
watch againſt all its temptations, whether of proſperity, 
or adverſity, left they ſhould withdraw my here from 
thee 3 beſceching thee alſo to heip me againſt the tempt 
tlons of'Satan to whoſe wicked (ſuggeſtions I reſolve, by 


the grace of God never to yield my ſelf a fervant, And 


becauſe my own righteouſneſs is but menſtcuous rags, 


| i # Jrenounce all confidence therein, and acknowledge that 
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WY upon the bended knees of my ſoul, The principal isCbriſ 


Tam of my ſelf a. hopeleſs helpeſs, undone creature, 
Wichour righteouſneſs or firength. 

And for as much ay thon haſt of The terms to.which 
thy bottomleſs mercy, offercd moſt we! mat turn, ut 
eracloufly ro me wretched finner,to either xltimate, of 
be again my God, through Chriſt, medzate, 


8 it 1 would accept of thee, I call heaven and 


earth to record this day, that I do here folemnly avouch 
thee for the Lord my God ; and whth all poſſible vene- 
ration, bowing the neck of my ſoul under the feet of thy 
moſt ſacred Majefiy, I do here'take thee, Lord 7ehbovdh, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghofl, lor 


my portion, and chief good , and The ultimate 35 God 


to give up my ſelf body and ſoul, tbe Father, Son, 41d 
for thy ſervant, in promiſing and vow- holy Gbofi who mu 
ing to ſerve thee in holineſs and be this accepted. 
righreouſneſs all che days of my life, -, 1 - 
And fince thou haſt appointed The mediate terms 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only are eather.- principd 
mearis of coming unto the, I doheic, of leſs pringzpat: 


accept of him, as the only new and theMediator who mui 
Uring way by which flaners may ghxs be embraced- 
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hare 


Thave 
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feet 
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for 1 
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have acceſs to thee 3 and do hereby ſolemnly joyn my 


(elf in marriage covenant to him. 
O bleſſed Jeſus, I came to rhee hungry, and hardly bes 
flead ; poor, and wretched, and miſerable, and bifad, 


land naked; a moſt loathſome, polluted wretch : a guil- 


ty, condembed malefaRor, unworthy for ever to wafn the 
feet of the (eivancs of my Lord, much more to be ſolemn- 
ly married to the King of glory : But fith ſuch by thine un» 
parelelled love, I do here with all my power acccept thee, 
and do take thee for my Head and Husband ; for better 3 
for worſe,for richer for poorer,for ail :1mes and conditions; 
to love, honour, and obey thee, before all others, and 
this ta the deaths -I embrace thee in ail thy offices : Þre« 
bounce mine own worthineſs, and do here avow thee to 
be the Lord my Righteouſneſs: I renounce mine own 
wiſdom, and do here take thee for mine only guide: 7 
renounce mine own will, and teke thy will for my law. 
, And fince tho haft told me, thar 1 muſt ſuffer If f 
will relgn, I do here coyenant with thee ro rake my lot, 
as it falls with thee, and by thy grace aſiſting, to run all 


[hazards with thee ; verily fuppsſing that nelther death 


nor life ſhall part between thee and mes 
And becauſe thou haſt been pleaſ- 


. [rhe leeft principal ed to pive me thy holy laws, asthe. 


ere the Laws of ruleof my life, and the way in which 
(briſt which muſt 7 ſhould walk to thy kingdom, 1 do 
be thus obſerved, here williogly pur my neck under thy 

yoke, and ſet my ſhould<rto thy bure 
den 3 and ſubſcribing to all thy Laws, as holy jaſt and 


tr2di& and rebel, yet 1 will endeayour to order and govern 
my whole life according to thy dire&ion, aud wlll notal- 
low my ſelf in the neglc& of any thing that 1 know to be 
my duty- 

Only becauſe, through the frality of my fleſh, I am 
ſubje& to many failings, 1 am bold humbly to proteſt, 
That unallowed miſcarriages, contrary to the feiied bent 
ind reſolution of my hearr, ſhall nor make void this cove» 
bant 3 for fo thou haſt ſadid. _ 

Now, Almighty God, ſearcher of hearts, thou knoweſt 


good, 7 (olemnly take them as the rule . of my words, 
| thovgits aud aRions ; promiſing thar though my fleſh con, 


that - 
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i Ceceicfulneſs of fin; left the d:y of grace ſhould be oren[I]. 


 Gpvenane which 1hayc made on earth, let it be ratificup « 


Indoubts end temptations: | 


I14 Direfiions for Converſion. ks 
thac 1 make this covenant with thee this day, without alyght! 
ny known gulle or reſervation y  beſecching thee, that I{Ariy' 
thou eſpteſt any flaw or falſhaod therein, thou wouldſilfcien 
diſcover it tome, and help me to do aright, * .Þeb 
And nov, Giory be to thee, O God the Father; whonlchyl 
I ſhiil be bold, from this day forward, to look upon aloffe; 
my God and Father, that ever thou ſhowldft find our ſudo th 
a Way for the recovery of undone finners, Glory be tjyer 1 
thee, O God the Son, who haſt loved me, and waſhedm} ÞD 
from my fig: in thine owa blood, and art now become mjl;he » 
Saviour and Releemer, Glory be tothee, O God the Holz C: 
ly Ghoſt, who by the finger oſthine Almighty Power hiffenti; 
turned about my heart from fin to God. . Dn, 
'O drexdiul Fehovah, the Lord God Omnliporent, Fifmon 
ther, $902, and Holy Ghoſi! Thou arc now become mf} Ge 
Covenaat friend, and 1 through thine infiaite grace, al ed 
become thy Covenanr ſervant, Amen, $o be it. And thi ho 


- 


Ia heaven, * Jer 

ie | Fer 

The AUTHOR?S Advice, [borr 

Tr" 

| T7 Cout!nant I adviſtyou to make, not only in htart.inthuor 
| in word ; not only in word, but in writing ; and thitÞ6n. 
yox wonld with all poſſinle reverence, ſpread tbe writing this 


fort tht Lord, as if you would preſent it to him 4s Jour aft ei |tefi 
ditd'' And when you heve done this, ſet your band to'it;\kR 
þ'ep it #5 «"mimorial of tht ſoltmn tranſafiions that hath piſ 
ſtd between Ged td y3u, that you ma) have rtcon'ſe to itt 1 


Dire, Xt. Take htrd of delaying thy converſion, and (t jtd 
vpon & ſpeedy end preſens turning, I made bafie, and detent |Spi 
z0t.Pſal.119,60, Remember, and tremble at the ſad Inftanc|of p 
of. the foolith Virgias, that came nor till the, oor of mercy |buſl 
was ſhat, Metth. 26, Andofa convinced Felix, tiiat pit ſear 
-off Paul ro'another ſezſon 3 and we never find thar he H46 |Ver, 
ſuch a ſc:ſon more, 44, 24. 25. Oh, come In while k|ly f 
is called to day, lett thou ſhouldit be hardned through the hin 


and” the things that belong to thy peice ſhould bs hid from |iroy 


thine eyes. Now mercy is wooing of thee 3 no Chrift [dur 
waldog| . 


: Dirtfions for Converfian. Is 
\walting to be gracious ro thee, and” the Splrit of God is 
Wtriving with thee : Now Miniſters are calling ; now Con- 
Iff{cience ts flirriog 5 now the market is open, and oy] may 
Ibe had, thou haft opportunity for the buying: Now 
M|Chrift is tobe had for the toking. Oh! ſtrike 1n with the 
Uoffers of prace : On)! now, or never. 1f thou make light 
of this cfft:zr, God may ſwear in hls wrath, thou ſhalt ne- 
yer taſte of his Supper, Like 14, 24- 
a Dire&, XI. Attend conſcirntio»ſly pon the word, 4s 
mjlche means appointed for thy converſion, Jim. 1. 18. 16, 
loj1 Cor. 4. 15+ Atend, I (ay, nor cuſtomarly but conſct. 
alſentiouſly 3 with this defice, defign, hope and expeRat!s 
Dn, that thou mayecſt be converted by it. To every Ser- 
mon thou heareft, come with this thought; * 0h Thope 
mf' God will now come in; 1hope this day may bt the 
all” elme, tis may be the man by whom God wlll bring me 
tht home, When thou art coming to the ordinances, lifr 
up chine heart thus ro God ? Lord, let this be the Sabbath 
' ler this be-the ſeaſon, wherein 1 may recceiye renewing 
I” grace. Oh, let It be {ald, that ro day ſuch one was 
born unto thee, \ 
04jtF. Thou wilt (ay, Thave been long a hegrer of th 
word, and yc<t it hath nor been effeual ro my converſi. 
1.” Arſw, Yes, bur thou hai vor aitended upon it in 
Ithis manner, as a. means of thy converſion, nor with” this 
lefign; ' nor praying for, and expeQing of this happy ef- 
Tet of It, STIL IF 
Dlire&. XI. $:rihe in withthe Spirit, when be begins 
if |t6 wo) upon thy heart, When he works convitions, Oh : 
[do not filfle them, bur joyn in with him z and beg the Lord 
[tt td carry on cotividtions, ro corverfior, Quench pot the 
114|$pirir, do not out ftrive him, donor rift kim. Beware 
nce |of putting out convidions by evil company, or wordly 
rey [buſineſs, When thou findeft apy troubles for fin, eud 
pit {ſears about thine eternal fiate beg of God that they may ne« 
1d [verileave thee, til] they have wrought off thy hearc through 
e [ly from fin, and wrought it cverio J.ſus Chriſt, Say to 
the|him, $:1iþt home, L1rd; leave not the work in the midſt: 
erj[If thou ſeeſ that 1 am not yet wounded ehongh, that 1am uot 
om [troxbled enough, wonnd mm: yet deeper, Lord ; O!, go to the 
Vuttom of m5 corruption, let out the life blood of my #1428 i 
. | yicld . ij 


— fing, Gen. 32, 24. compared with Hef, 12. 4: Thou att 


116 Directions for Converfion, 
yield up thy (elf to the workings of the Spirit, and hoik 


- thy ſails to his guſts; 
Dire&, X1V, Set upon the confltent and diligent uſe | 


ſerious and ferveat in prayer; He that negleRs prayer, k 
a profanc and unſanfificd ſinner, Job. 15 4. He thath 
not conſtant fn prayer, Is bur an hypocrite, ob, 29, 1, 


( unleſs the ommiſfion be contrary to his ordinary couri;} 


under the force of ſome inſtant rempration. ) This is on: 
of the firſt things converſi>n appears in, that It (ets men 0 
praying, Act. 9. it; Therefore ſer co this duty : Let nevet 
a diy paſs over thee, wher-in thou haſt nor, moraing anl 
evening, ſer apart ſometime for ſer and folemn prayer it 


ſecret, Cill thy family alſo rogerher dayly and duely to 


the worihip of God with thee, Woe be unto thee, if rhin; 
be found amongft the ſamilles that call nor on God's nam, 
tr: 10. 25+ Bat cold and lifeleſs deyortons willnor reach 
half way to heaven : Be feryeor, and Importunace; impot- 
tunlty will carcy fr; bur withour violence, the kingdom of 
heaven will not be rakenz Matth: 11. 12: Thou mul 
firiveto enter in. Luke 13, 24, and wrefile with rears and 
ſupplications as 7ecob, if rhou meaneſt to carry the blel- 


endone for ever without grace,and therefore thou muſc put 
toit,and reſolve to take no denial. Thit mau that 14 fix: 
cd in this reſolution: well, I yuſt bheve grace; and I wi 
ACVer gave over, till Theve grace; and 1will never tent 


king, and waiting, and ſiriving with God, and ill 
own heart, till be do ren1w me by the power of bis grace, this 
man is in rhe liklieſt way to win grace, 


OhjefF. But God heareth not ſijyners, thelr prayer 1s 


abominatlon. 
An(w. Diſtinguifh between finners, 1. There are Kt 
ſolved ſinners : Their prayers God abhors, 2 Retarning ſit 


_ Ners : Theſe God will come forth ro, and meet with mercy, 


though yet a-far off, Lxke 15, 20. Though tbe prayers of 
the unſanRificed cannot have full acceptance, yet God 
hath done much at the req eſt ofſuchz as at Ababs huml 
liation, and Nznevehs faſt, 1 King. 21: 26. Jonth 3: $ 
9. 20; Surely thou mayſr go as far as theſe, though ti1ol 
haſt nograce: AnJ how doſt thou know but thou ma} 


| [. ſpeed in thy Cult, as they did in theirs? Yea, bs he = 


Fd 
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far more likely to granr thee, than them 3 fince thou az« 
keſt In the name of Chriſt, and chart not for temporal blel- 


| ſings, az they, but for things much more pleaſing to him; 


yiz (or Chriſt, grace, pirdon, that thoy mayefi be juflifi« 
ea, ſanctified, renewed and fitted to ſerve him? Turn to 
theſe ſoul.encouraging Scriptures, Prov. 2, 1: to 6: Lyk. 
11a 9: IO. 1, 12:13; Pr. 8. 34, 35, 

Is jc not good comfort that he calleth thee ? Mar 10, 
49: Doth he ſet thee on the uſe of means, and doſt thou 
think. he will mock thee? Doubtleſs, hewill not fall 
thee, if thou be not wantingto thy ſelf, . Oh, pray, and 
falat not, Lk: 18. 1: A perſon of great quality having 


offended the Duke of Buckingham: the King's great Fayou» 


cite, being admitted unto his preſence, after long waſting 
proſtrats himſelf at his feer, ſaying, I «#3 weſo[ved never to riſe 
$072 1511 Thave obtaintd jour Gras feverr. With which car« 
riage overcome him. With ſach a reſolution do thou throw 
thy ſelf at the feer of God; *Tis for thy life, and there- 
fore ſollow him, and give nor over: Reſolye thou wilr nor 
be pur off with bones, with common mercies'What rhough 
God do not preſevtly open to thee? Is nor grace worth 
the waiting for? Knock, and wait z and no doubt bur, ſooe 
ner, or latcr, mercy will come, 

And this know, that thou haſt the very ſame cncurage- 
ment to (eck and wair, that the Sajnts now In giory once 
had ; for they were once in thy very caſe; And have 
thy ſped ſo well, and wilt thou not go to the ſame door, 
aod walt upoi: God in the (ame courſe ? 

Dire. XV. Forſeke thy evil company, Prov. 96: and 
and ſorbear the occaſrons of fins, Prov. 23« 31. Thou 


; Wilt never be turned from fin, til thou wilt decline and 


forego the temprtactons of fin. 

I never expeR& thy converſion from fin, unleſs thou art 
brought to ſome ſelf denial, as to fly the occafions, If 
thou wile be nibling ar the bait, and playing on the 
brink, and rempering and mediing with the ſnare, thy 
ſoul with ſurely Be taken, Where God doth expoſe men 
In his providence, unavoidable, to temptation, and the 
occaſions are (ach as we cannot remove, we may expe&t 
ſpecial affiſtance in the uſe of his means : Bur when we 

tempt God, by running into danger, he will not engage tO 
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fupport us when we are tempred, And of all temptatlony! 
one of the moſt fatal and pernicious, fs, evil company, 

2, Wiat hopeful beginnings have theſe often ſtifled ! Oh, 
| the fouls the eftates, the families, the rowns, that theſe 
have ruined / How many a poor ſinner hath been enlight 
ned, and convinced, and hath been juſt ready to give the 
'Divll the ſlip, and hath even efcaped his ſnare, and ye 
wicked cempany have puli'd bIm back at laſt, and made) 


him ſeven. fold. more the chi14 of hell- In one word, I]. 


have no hopes of thee, except thon wile ſhake of thy exl 
eon pany. Chriſt ſpeakerh to thee, as to them in another, 
caſe : If thou ſeep me, then let theſe goth: 5r way Joh,i19.8| 
Tb life lies upoa it : Forfake theſe, or elfe thou canit od 
liva,:: Prov. 96., Wilt thou be worſe than the beaſt, 16 


- rub on when thou {eeſt the Lord wich a drawn (word inthe]. 
way ? N4196.22. 33. 'Ler this. ſenrance be writer in Ct] 


pirals upon thy Conſience. « Companien of Fools ſhall bt| 
deſtroyed; Prov.13 27, The Lord hath ſpoken (t,and who 
ſhalt reverſe it ? And wilt thov run upon defirudton, 
when. God himſelf doth forewarn thee? If -God 6] 
ey<r charge thy heart, ie will appear In the 
change of thy conp:ny. Oli, fear and fly the gulf, by 
which ſo many thouſand ſouls have been (wollowed Into 
perdition. It will be hard for thee, indeed, to make thine 
eſcape: Thy companions will be mocking thee out of ih 
Religion, and will fiudy to fill thee with prejudices #- 
aalnſt firineſs, as :1dcu!ous and comforileſs. They vil 
be flattering thee ard alluting thee 3 bur remember the 
warnings of the holy Ghoſt, My Son if fnntrs entice thit 
\ Conſent thou not. If thiy ſay, Come with us, caſt zn thy lot | 
AmOng us; Walk not tho in the way with them, vera 
; thy ſoot from their perth; eveid it, paſs not by it, tn'n f'0l 
. Zt,and paſs away ; Fir the way of the wich/4 is as de hntſy 
they kbhow not at what they they (tumble They {a9 wait j0f 


_thtir own blood; they Iurb privit) for their own lives Prove 
1. :0, to 18, and 4. '4, ts 19. My foul is moved withil 
me. to ſee how many of my hearers are like. 10 po 
both they and their houſes, by this wrarched miſchich 
even the haunting of ſuch p':c-s, and company, whered) 


they are drawn In'o fin. Oace niore 1 admoniſh you, |. 


moſes did 1/reel, Numb; 16, 26, And be ſpake wnto ie con 
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BD D3rections for Converſion. | 119 
grigation, ſaycng, Depart, 1 pray. you, from the tents of the 
wick:d mtn. O !. flee them as you World thoſe that had 
the plagve-ſores rurning in theſe forcheads, Theſe are 
the Divi.'s pandersy, and Decoys, and If thow oft ngr 
make thine cſcape, they wili coll thee into perdliton, and 
. Will prove thine erernal ruin, | 

Dire&, XV!. Laſtly, Set apart 4 day to bumble thy ſout 
2n ſecret, by faſting and prayer, to work the ſenſe of thy tings 
and miſtries.upon thy heart, Rend over the Aſſembly's Expse 
ſition of the Comanatments, and wilte down the Cuties cmle 
ted, and fins committed by thee againit every Commands 
| ment, and ſo m. ks catalogue of thy fins and with ſhame 


&| and forrow ſpread them betore the Lord, And If thy 


heart be truly willling ro the rerms, joyn thy (eif ſolemnly 
tel, to the Lord in thar Covenant ſer down in thy gth 
&| DireRion, and the Lord grant the mercy 1 hls tights - 

| This I have rold thee, what thou ninſt d6 10 be [gyed; 

Wiit hou not now obey the voice of the Lord ? wiit thou 
ariſe, and ict to thy work ? O man, What aplier wyr 
thou mke, what excuſe wilt. thou have, if thou fhouldſt 
periſh ur laſt through very wilfulueſs, when thou haſt 
known the way of life? 1 do not fear thy miſcarring, If 
thine own"idleyeis do not at laſt undo thee, in negleGing 
the uſe of the means that are ſo plainly here preſcilbcd. 
Ro12e up O Nuggord, ard ply thy work: Be dolng and 
tae Lord will be with thee, | | 


bo EET 


om 


A ſhort Soliloquy for an unregentrate Sinner. 

AH wretched man rhat 1 :m / What a condjtion have 

{ bronght my ſelf into by fi1? Oh Iſee my heart hath 
but deceived me all this while, in ftatteripg me, that my 
condition was good, 1fee, 7 (ee, 1am but a loft and vn» 
done man, for ever. undone, unleſs the Lord help me out 
of this condition. My fins! my fin! Lord, what an unclean, 
polluted wratch am 1/ More loathſcme ard odious to 
| thee,than the moſt harefvl venom, or nolſome carezle can 
| bero me, Oh, which a hell of fin is in this harr of mine, 
which 1 have flattered my (elf to be a good hearth Lord. 

how univerſally am Icorrupted, tn all my Parts, powers, 
| btn bd LA I 


120 Directions for Conver frown. 
performance ! Ali che imaginations of the thouhgts of a} gn 
heart are only evil concinualy, 7 am under{an inability o + 
adverſcne(s from, and enmity agrinft any thing that ls gook- be 
and am proce to all that is evil, My heart is a very fic} m 
of all fin : And oh the innumerable hofts and ſwarmid fr 
finful thoughts, words, and a&lons, that have flown fray go 
'thence ! Oh the load of guiit that {is on my ſoui! My bat, of 
5 full, my beart is full, wy mind, and my members, thiya} ro 
all ſxll of fix. O my fins! How do they ſtare upon me} Jal 
How do thy wittneſs agalnft me! Woe is mz, my eredl rh 
ors are upon me, every Commandement taketh hold upy yp 
me, for more than ten thouſand talents, yea, ten thoulan} an 
i|mes ten thouſand times; How endleſs then is the ſun Lo 
of all my debts! If this whole world were filled up fra 
earth to heaven with paper, and all this pzper writ 
over, within and withonr, by Aruthmitlciansz yer wha 
all were caſt up together. Ir would come unconceivatl 
ſhore of whac 1 owe to the leaſt of God's Commandment} 
Woe unto me ; for my- debts are infinice, and my (i 
are increaſed; they are wrongs to av infialte Mijzſh] an 
And Ifhe thac committeth rreaſon againſt a filken morti}} th; 
Is worthy to be racked, drawn and quartered 3 what han! ry. 
I deſerved, that have ſo often lifred up my hand agilo 
heaven, and have firuck at the crown and dignity of th 
_ Almlgncy? | | | 
O my fins, my fins Behold, a troop commerh!mylrituda 
multirudes. There is no number of thelc Armies, Innugw 
alle eviis hive compallſed me about : Mine iniquities hit 
taken hold upon me; they have ſet themſelyes jn 44} wh 
againft me. Oh / Irwere better to have all che regimen} vai 
ol hell come againſt me, than to have my-fins to fall apa] in 
| me, to the ſpoiling of my ſoul, Lord, how am I turru# onj 
ded? How many are they that arlſe up againſt me ? Ti} my 
have beſer me behind and before : They (warm within W 
and without me ; They have poſſeſſed all my powers 18 fro 
and have fort fi-d mine unhappy foul, as a Gariſon, wh] co: 
this brood of heil doch man, and maintain agalaſt rhe 64 ſur 
that made me, 2 W 
And they arc as mighty as they are many, The (a car 
are many, bur then great are ot great 3 The mouvtd! 
| great, bur thea chey are not many; Bat wo bs me tk 
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Direfions for Converſion: 12T 
i fins are 45 many as the ſands, and as mighty as the monn, 
 calns 3 their weight 1s greater than thelr number, It were 
i better that the rocks and the mountaſns ſhould fall upon 
o me, than the crofking and inſupportable load of my own 
I<& fins, Lord, I am heavy loaden; let mercy help, or lam 
o gone; Uaload me of this heavy gullt, thls finking load ; 
vl. or 1 am craſhed without hope, and muſt be prefſed down 
ro hell, Ifmy grief were thronghly welghed, and my fins 
ie) Jald in the ballances rogerher, they would be heavier than 
It! rhe ſand of the Sea ; therefore my words ate (ſwallowed 
Mal vp: They would weigh down all the rocks and the hllls, 
an and turn the ballance againſt all the Ifles of the Earth. © 
mij Lord, thon knoweft my manifold tranſgreſſions , and my 
700] mighty (ins. 
nal A, my foul! Alas, my glory ? Walther are rhou ham« 
ha! bled? Once the glory of the Creation, and che Image of 
alli God 3; Now a lump of filthineſs, a coffia of rottenneſs,re« 
mi plenifſhed with ſtench and loathſomneſs, Oh, What work 
ia} hath fin made with thee ! Thou ſhalt be termed forſakrne 
ſly] and all ths roomy of thy faculties 4eſs!cte, and rhe name 
tl] that thou fhilc be called by ts 1chabad, or here Is the glae 
hat! 19 ? How art thou come down mightily ? My beauty is 
aldl| tacned into deformity, and my glory in:o ſhame. Lord, 
{thi What a loarhiome Leper am I ? the ulcerous bodVes of 
7ob of Lex«rus were nor more offeufive to the eyes and 
| noftrils of. men,than T muſt necds be to the moſt holy God, 
1a} whoſe eyes cannot behold ipfquity. 
hit! And whar miſery have my fins brought upon me! Lords 
ard] what a caſe aml in ? fold under fio, caft our of Gods fa- 
net} your, accurſed from the Lord, curſed tn my body, curfed 
np! in. my ſoul, carſed in my name, In my cſtate, my relack- 
rruns| ons, and all that I heave. My fins arc unpardoned, and 
The} my ſou] within a flep of death. Alas ! Wrat ſhall Ido 2 
1009 Whither ſhall [ go ? Which way ſhail I look? God fs 
rc frowning on me from ahove ; hell gaping for m« buncaths 
whid conſclence ſmiling me within; tempcarions and dangers 
: Gl ſurrou3ding me withour, Oh, Wiither ſhall I flee? 
- | Whatpiacecan hlle me from Omiiſciency ? What power 
(490) can ſecure me from Omniporency ? 
oral What meancft thou, O my ſov!, togo on thu'? Are 
e *Ithouia league with hell? Haſt thou made a covenant with 
fio G = & deaih 5 


A Solilagry hy 


-- -; | | 
death ? Art thou in love with thy miſery ? Is it good for. 


thee to be here ? Alas, Wher ſhilll do? Shall I go one 
In my finful ways? Why then certain damnation will be 
mine end; And (hallI be fo b-ſortea, and bemadded, as 


ro go and (ell my ſou] to the flames for a lice Ale, and 4 
little caſe; for a little pleaſure, or gain, or concenrt to | 


my fleſh ? $hall I linger avy longes in this wretched e- 
flare ? No, if | rarry here , I fhail dle. What then? Is 
there no help, ro hope? None, except T turn, Why, bur 
is there any remedy for fuch woful miſery? Any mexcy 
after (uch provoking Iniqui'y? Yes, as ſure as Gods oath 
js true, 1 ſhall have pardon and mercy yet, If preſently, 
upfeignedly, and unreſcrvedly I rarn by Chrift to him, 
Why then I thank thee upon the berded knees .of my 
| ſoul, O moſt merciful 7eboveb, that thy patience hath 


walted upon me hitherto : For. hadſi thou rook me _away.| 


jo this eſtate, 1 had perifked for ever. And now I adore 


thy grace, and acceptthe off:rs of thy mercy : I renounce. 
all my ſins, and reſolve by thy grace; to ſer my ſelf againſt 
them, and to f law thee , In holineſs and righteouſneſs, 


all the days of my life. | 
Who am T, Lord, that ſhould make any claim unto thee, 
or have any parc or portion in-thee, who am not worthy 


to lick vp the duſt of thy feer ? yer fince thou holdeſl | 


forth the golden Scepter , 1zm bold ro come and touch, 
To deſpair , would be to deſparage thy mercy; and to 
ftznd off when thou biddeft me come, would be at once 


to. n8do.my (elf, and rebel againſt thee, . under the pre | 


renice of humilicy, Therefore I baw my ſoul to thee, and 
with all poſſible thankſulneſs , accept thee' as mine, and 


give up my ſelt to thee as thine. * Thou ſhalt be (overaigh | 


over me, my Kirg, and my God: Thou ſhalt be In the 
Throne, and all my powers ſhall bow to rhee, rHey (hill 
come and worſhip before thy feer ; Thou ſhalt be ny por- 
tion, O Lord, and I will reſt in thee, | 
Thou calleft for my heart, O' that ir were any way fit 
for thive acceptance! I am unworthy, G Lord. everlaſt: 
ingly unworthy to be thine ; But fince thov we havelt 
ſo, I freely give up my heart ro thee, rake Ir, It is ehine: 
* Oh that ir were betrer! Bur, Lord, I pur ft Into ch1ne 
hand,who alone canſt mend it 5 mvuid Ic aficr rhioe 087 


heart; | 


| 
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for an un'tgentrat Sinner. 12g 
heart 5 make It as chou wouldeſt have it,holy, hamble,hez- 
venly, tofr, tender, fl:xiblez and write thy Law upon 
it, | | 

Come, Lord J:ſus 3 come quickly; Enter in triam= 
pha'itly: Take me up to thee for cyer. I give up tothee, 
1 come to thee, as the only way to the Father, as the on» 
ly M:diator, the metns ordained to bring me to God, | £ 
have deftroyed my ſelf, but in thee is my help ; Save, 
Lord z or <lſe | periſh? I come to thee with the rope a- 
bour my neck; 1 am worthy to die, and to be damned, 
Never way the hire more due co rhe ſervant, never was the 


© peny more due to the labourer , than death and hell my 


Jaft wag*s, Is due ro me for my fins; butT fly ro thy me«- 
rirs, 1 cruſt alone ro the v:lue and virtue of thy ſacrifice, 
and prevalency of thy interceſſion : 1 ſubmir to thy teach- 
log , 1 make choice of thy Government. Stand open, 
ye everſalting doors, that the King of glory may come 
10, | 

O thou Spirlr of the moſt high, the comforter and Satt« 
Riti-r of thy choſen; come In wih all thy glorious train, 
ail ihy courtly arrendants, thy fruits and graces; Let me 
br thine havicarion, -I4 can give Rhee buc what is thine 
own already 35 buthere, with the poor widow, I caſt my 
two mites, my ſoul and. my body into thy treaſury 3 folly 
reſigning them up to thee, to by far firo by thee, robe 
ſervants to thee 3 They {h:i! dc thy parients ,, cv e thow 
their malady , they ſhill be thy agents, govern th<cu heir 
motions. Too long have 1 ſerv d the world, roo long 
have 1 hearkned to $a'ang but now I renout cr chum ali,and 


will be ruted by thy diQtzies an diiections,and guided by : I 


thy covnitl, 

O »lciled Trinity, O glorious Unity! 1 deliver up 
my (cit to thee; rec: ive we, Write thy name, O Lord ups 
on mr, and upo? all char T1 have, #s thy proper goods 4 
ſer thy mark ypon me, upon eviry meinver of my body, 
and every facuity of my ſou!, 1 have choſcn thy precepts, 
thy law will 1 iay beforc me: This ſhall bz the copy which 
Iwill kecp in my eye, and fiuly to write zfter: Accors | 
divg to this 1ule 40 1 re: (Ive, by thy grace to walks * | 


afrer thi: Liw ſh. 1 my whole man be' governed; and © | 
though 7 cannot peric!; keep one of thy Commandments, 


C 2 yet - 


Mix  &Motivis to Cunverſion, 
{| yer1 will allow my, (clf in the breach of none: 7 know my 
fleſh will hang back, but 1 reſolve in the power of thy 


coſt me; 1 am ſure Icannor come off a loſer by thee,there- 


hardſhips here 3; and will deny my felf, and take up my 
croſs and' follow thee, Lord Jeſus, thy yoke Is eafie, thy 
croſs-Is welcome, as it is the way to thee. 1 lay afide al{ 
hopes of worldly happineſs, 1 will be content to rarry till 
I come-to thee « Ler me be poor and Jow, little and de- 
ſpiſed here, (o 1 may bur be admitred to live and reign 
with thee hereafter. Lord, thou haft my heart and hand 
to this agreement 3 Be it as the Laws of the Medes and 
Pryſans, never to be reverſed ; To this 1 will fland; fo this 
reſolution, by grace, 1 will live avd dle. I have ſworn and 
will perform ir, that 1 will keep thy righteous judge- 
ments; Thaye given my free conſent, 1 have made my e, 
verlaſiiog choice : Lord Jeſus, confirm the contra, 4: 


|| Me8: 
Chap. VII, Containing the Motivis to Conver{ione 


E Hp what is alreally ſaid of the Neceſlity of Con- 
k verfi-n, endof the Miſeries of the Unconverted, 
|| em{ghr be ſufficient ro Induce any confideriog mind to re- 
/ ſolve upon 2. preſent turning, or converſion unto God;yet 
|| knowing whar 2 piece of deſperate obſtinacie and untrate 
ablcnefs the heart of man naturally-ls, 1 have fhought it 
(|| neceſſary. ro add to the Means of Converſion, and Dire&i- 
{| ons for a Covenant=clofure with God in Chriſt, ſome Mo- 
|| $Ives to perſwade you hereunto, 


£ any (oul have read hitherto, and be yet untouched, now, 
| *Lord, faften In him, and do rhy work : Now rake hin 
|| © by che hearr, overcome him, perſwade him, till he (ay, 
i * Thou haſt prevzlled, for thou waſt fironger than I. Lord, 
|| #Didft thou nor make me a fiſher of men : And havel 


WW * rotled all this while, and caught nothing? Alas, that [ 
WM * ſhould have ſpent my ſtrength for nought! And now [am 


| | © cafting my laſt; Lord Jeſus, ftand rhou upon the ſhore, 
|. * and dire& how and where I ſhil ſpread my net ; and * 
| - BT, m 


fore-1 will be content with reproach: and difficulties, and 


grace, to cleave tothee and thy holy ways, whatever jt | 


« O Lord, fail me not now, at my laft atremprs ; If : 


”Q ai ic *==w oo oC waa. ca aw; 
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| Matives th Converſion; 25 
' meſo inclofe with arguments the ſouls T ſeek for that 
C they may not' be able to ger owr, Now, Lord, for a 


© multitade of fouls ! Now for a full draugh: ! O Lord God  F 
* remember me, Ipray thee, and firengrhen me this once 7 


+ O God, 

Burt Icurn me unto you} | 1 

Men and brethren, heaven and earth do cal! upon you IF 
yea, hell it {elf doth preach the doErine of Repenrance } 
untoYyou ; the Angels of the Churches travel with you, 
'Gal. 4. 19. The Angels of heaven wait for you, for your F 
Tepenting, and turning unto God. O finner, Why Fhould F 
the devils make merry with thee ? Why ſhouldeſt thoube } 
a morſe! for that devouring Levietban?Why ſhould harples 


ard hellhounds rear thee, and make a fealt upon thee 
and when they have got thee Into the ſnare, ahd have ſaſt» 


ved their ralons in thee, laugh at thy deſtru&ion, and de- 
ride thy miſery, and (port themſelves with thy damnable 
foliy? This muſt be thy caſe, except thouturn: And were 
lr not better thon ſRonldefit bea joy to Angels , than a 
laughing ftock and ſport for Devils ? Verily , if rhou 
wouldefi bur come in , the heavenly hoſt would rake n 
their Anthems, and ſing, Glory be to-God in the higheſt; the 
morning ſtars would fing together, and zl the ſons of God 
ſhout for jay, & celebrate this new Creailon as they did the 
ficſt, Thy repentance would, as it were, mike holy-day 
In heaven, and the glorious Spirits would rejoice, in that 
there Is a new brother added to their (cciety, Rev. 22. 9. 
another heir born to thelr Lord, and the loft ſon received 
fafe and found, The trac penitent's tcars are Indecd the 


Wine that cheareth both God and man. 


If ir be little, that Men and Angels would rejoice at thy 
converſion, know that God hlalſelf would rejoice over |» 
thee even with finging,ind reſi jn his loze, Luke 5 9. Vaiah 
62.5. Never did Facob with fuck joy weep over the neck of 
his 7oſepb, as thy heavenly Father would rejoice over rhee, 
upon thy coming Into him, Look over rhe ſtory of the 
Prodigal ; Methloks I1 ſee how the 2gcd father lays afide 
hls eſtate, and forgets his years: Behold, how he runverh 
Luk! 15. 20, Oh the hafte that mercy makes! The fia- 
makes not half that ſpeed. Methinks I ſeehow hls bowels 


turo, how his compaſſions yearn, ( How quicks lighted | 


G3. 


126 Motivts to Conurſion. 
bs love!. ) Mercy (ples him a great way off forgets hls rloy 


ons courſes, unnatural rebellion , horrid anthankfalne, ! 


debauched praQtices, ( not a wotd of theſe, _) but re 
ceives him with open acms, claſps abour his neck, forger 


the naſtineſs of hl; rags; kiſſzch the lips thir deſerve to be | 


? 
the beft robe, thering, the ſhoes, the beſt cheer in has, 1 


foathed, the lips that had been jolaed to harlots, that hid 
been commTners with the (wlac; calls for the fitted call, 


ven's ſtore, the beft attire in heaven's ward rove, Lubt 16 
6, 9,23: yet, che j3y cannot bs held In one brea!t, &;. 
others maſt b> called to parcicipare; rhe friends muſt mect 


and make merry ; Angels muſt wait,hur the prodige! muſt | 


be ſer at the table, under hls father's wing : He Is the joy 


of the feaſt; hs is the ſweet (abje of the father's delight; | 


The friends (ympathize, , but none knows the felicity the 
father rakes in ht» new-born ſon, whom he hath received 
from the dead. Methinks 1 hear the muſick and rhe dance: 


Ing at adiftance. Oh the melody of the heavenly Chork- | 


ſters! 1 cannor learn the ſong, R'v. 14. 3. bur methink 
I over-hear the burden, ar which all the harmonious Quire 
with one confent (icike (weetly in for thus gaes the rodnd 
at hcaven's rable, For this 1y ſox was dead, and is aliv! & 
£41; was loft, and is found, Luk. 5,23, 24.32, I need 
nor further explalnthe parable 3 God 1; the Farher,Chrilt 
the Cheer, his tighteauſneſs the robe, his graces the ot- 
naments, Miniſters, Saints, Angels the friends and ſervants 
and thou that readeft (if thoy wilt but anfclgned]y repent 
and rnrn ) the welcome Prodigal, the happy inſtance of 
8ll this grace, and bleſſed ſnbj:& ofathis joy and love, 


O-Rock! O Adamant /. What / not moved yer? Nth 
yet reſolyed ro tura forthwith, and rn cloſe with mercie? | 


I will cry thee yer once again: If one were ſent io thee 
from the dead, wouldeſt thou be perſwided 2 Why, heir 
the voice from the dead, from the damned, crying ro thee 
that thou ſhouldeſt repent. 1 prey thee, thet this wayldt) 
ſend bim to my fathers hoyſz, for 1 bave five brethren, th 
be may teſtifie wnto they, leſt they a/ſo come into thi; places 
torment, If one went unto them ſram the dead, thty will 1t- 


pent, Luke 16 29, 28, &>:, Hzar, O- man, thy predecel- | 


fors in {mp:nitcace preach to thee from rhe 1afernal gib- 
| bets, from the flames, trom the rack, that chou ſhooldeſt 


repetit 


7  Motives tos Conver! erts By 
r-pent, Oh, fook dowa into the borromleſs pit : Seeft thou 
how the (moak of their torment aſcenderh for ever and e« 
yer ? Rev. 14+ it. Row black are the fi:nds ? How furl. 
ous. are thelr cormentors ? *Th thelr only muſick to hear 
how their miſccavle patients row, ro heir their boncs 
crack : * Tis thelr mear and driak, to ſee how their fl-sh 
friech, and rheir fat dropperh , to drench them with burn 
metal, and to rip open thelr boadles, and ro pour In the 
fierce burning braſs into thelr bowels, and the receſſes and 
eycntrictes of their. hearts: What .thlnkeſt thou of thoſe 
chains of darknefs, of thoſe Inſirumenrs of cruclty ? Caaſt 
thow be content to burn ? Seeft thoa how the worm gnaws 
eth; how the oven gloweth, how the fire rageth? Whar 
ſiyeft thou to that river of brimſtone, that dark and hors 
rible vault, that gulf of perdition? Wilt thou rake up thy 
habiration here? Oh, lay thine exr to the door of hell 
H-areſt thou the curſes and blaſphemies, the weepings and; 
and wailivgs z how they lament their folly, and curſe thelr 
day ? Matth, 22, 13: R'v. 26. 9, How do they roar, and 
yel}, and gnaſh cheirrecth ? How deep are their groans? 
How fecling are their moans? How unconcelvable are their 
miſeries? If che ſhricks of Coreh, Dathen; and Abirem were 
ſo terrible ( whea the earth clave aſunder, and opencd her 
mouth, znd\wallowed them up, and all that apperralned 
tothem,) thar all 1ſrazl tied ar the cry of them, Numb. 15. 
33. 34, Oh, how fearful would the cry be, 1f God fthould 
tike off the coveriog from the mouth of hell, and ler the 
ery of the damned aſcend in all irs terrour among the chile 
drea of men? And of all their moans and miſerics, this 
the plercing, killing emphaſis and burden, for ever, for 
wer, Why, as Gad liverh chat made thy fool, thou arc 
but a few hours aiftznc. from all this, exccprt thou repent, 
and he converred, 

Oh! lam even loft and (wiallowed up in the abundance 
of thoſe arguments rhat 1 might ſuggeſt, If chere be any 


point of wiſdom in all the world,ir is to repenr, and come - [| 


In; if rhere bz any thing righteous, any thing reaſonable, 
this is fr : If there be any thing in the world that may be 
called madneſs and folly,and any thivg thar may be counted 
foriſh, abfurd, brutiſh; uureafonable, it Is this, to go on 
la thine anconverted eftate, Let me beg thee , as thon- 


G4:-.. wouldeft #F | 
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wouldeft nor-wilfully deſtroy thy (elf, ro fir down and 
weigh, befides what harh been ſald, theſe following mo- 
tives, and let conſcience ſpeak, if it be not reaſon that 
thou ſhou'defi repent and turn. | | | 

1. The God that made the: doth moi gracionſly invite thie, | 

Firſt, His moſt ſweet and mtrciſul nature doth invite ther, | 
O the kindneſs of God, his working bowels, bis render 


metcies! They arc icfinitely above our thoughts : Hlgherh 


thanhe:ven, whar can we do? Deeper than hcl]. what] 
can we know 2? 7ob 11- 9,8, 9. He is full of compaſſion, 


|| anA greczons; leng ſuffering, and plentroxs in mercy, Pial,! 


85 15, This is a great argument co perſwade finners to; 
core in; Turn unto the Lord Joxr God, for bt #s gracions and | 
merciful, ſlow to engtr, end of great bindneſs, and repont-! 
eth him of the evil. if God would nor repent of the evil, it 
were ſome diſcouragement tous, why we ſhould not re« | 
penr. If.there were no hope of mercy, it were no ſuch | 
wonder If rebeis ſhould ftand out ; Bur never had fubjes | 
ſuch a gracious Prince, ſuch piety, patience, clemency, ' 
Pity, to deei with, as you have. ho is «4 God like wits 
thee, that perdoneth iniquity? &c. Mic. 7.18, O finnery, | 


ſee wht a God you have:to:deal with! ifyou will bot wrn, | 


He will turn #g4in,end bavecompaſion on you ; He will ſub. | 
due jour iniquiiits, and caſt all J9xr fins into the depth of the | 
ſee, v- 19: Return xito mt! ſaith the Lord of hoſts, andl. 
will retu'n wnto you, Mal. 3. 7. Zechs. I, 3: Sinvers do | 


| - Bot fail in that they have too high thoughts of God's mer- | 
|| cies, bur in thar, v. They evtrlook bis juſtice, 2; They p16- | 
miſe themſelves mercy out of God's way. His mercy Is beyond | 


all imaglaation, 1ſe. $3. 9. great meccies, 1 Chron, 21.13. 
|| manifold mercies, Neb. 9. 19, tender mercies, Pſal, 25-6, 
|!|- {ure mercies, I/«. $5. 3- everlaſting mercies, Pal. 103- 
27. Iſa, 54. 8. and all thine own, if thou wiit but turn: 
Art thou willing tro come in? Why, the Lord rath Hald 
|| afide bls terrour, erc&ed a throne of grace, holds forih 
|| the golden ſceptre; Touch, and live» Would a merciful 
| man ſ1:y hls enemy, when proftrate at his feer, ackno#- 
tedging hls wrong, begging pardon, and offcring to enter 
with |:im into a covenant of pezce? Mach leſs will the 
merciful God. Study his name, Exod. 34. 7. Read thelt 
Experience, Nth: 9. 17. | 


« 
Wy 
'"y 


OT ones 


Secondlle, 


 _ a. a —_—_y —_— —_ Pk, —"—2 _— —_ a P'Y — a a oy _ as ow aw + i. "a 5. 


Aw awww RCXQ wow Aw Au, 


| Motives to Converſion 129 
Secondly, His (oxl-encouraging calls and promiſes ds invite 
echee, Ah, what an earneſt ſulter is mercy to thee ! How 
lovingly, how inſtantly It calleth after thee ! How paſſjonar- 
ly it wooeth thee! * Return, thou back ſliding 1ſ-ee/, ſaith - 
«the Lord, and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall apon 
fyou; for I am merciful, ſaith the Lord, and I will nor 
t keep anger for ever: Only acknowledge thine Ioſquity; 
$ Turn, O back.ſleding children, ſaith the Lord, for 1am 
«mairied unto you: Return, and I will keal your back-ſlide- 
*]ngs. Thou haſt played the harlot with many lovers, yer 
«return unto me, ſaith the Lord, er. 3, 17, 12, 13; 14; 
#22; As I live, ſalth the Lord God, | have no pleaſure in 
$ the death of the wicked, but that he turn from his way, 
© and live . Turn ye, torn ye, from your evil ways; for why 
«willye dic, O houſe of Iſrael? Eck. 23. 11. If the wicks- 
«will ruro from all his fins that he hath committed , and. 
t keep all my ſtarates, and do that which Is lawful and 
Frighr, he ſhal (urely live, he (hal nor die; All his tranſgreſ« 
£ ſions rliat he hath'commitred, they ſhil nortbe mention=- 
©ed unto him ; In hls rizhreouſneſs rhar he hach done ſhil 


| _ Chelive, Reperr, and turn your ({cliv:s from all your trans 


© orefions, ſo iniquity ſhall norbe your ruline, Caſt away 
\from you all your cranſgreffions, «3d make you clean 
C heart, and a new (plrir; for why will yedie, O houſe of 
$ Ifrae! ? For I have no pleaſure in the death of him that” 
*dieth, (x}th the Lord God ; whercfore urn your ſelves, 
tliveyc, Exth, 18:21, 23: $0, 31, 32- | 

O mel:Ing gracious words! The voice ofa God, and nor 


| of a man! This Is not the manner of men, for the offend-- 
| ed Soreraign to ſuetothe offcadivg, traiterous varter. Oh 


how doth mercy follow thee, and plead with thee | 1s not 


thy heart broken yet? Oh, that to day ye would hear his- - ] 


yolce !. | 
2, The doors of heaven are thrown open to thee, the eveyn 
laſting gvtes are ſer wide ſor thee, and an abundant entrance” 
into the kingdom of beaven 4amIni{ired unto thee. Chrift now * 
b:{pexks thee, ( as ſhe her husband,) Ariſe, ard take poſe 
ſrſim, 1 King, 21. 15. View the glory of rhe other world | 
is ſer forth in the map of the Goſpel. Get thee up into © 
Piſecb, of zhe promiſes, and lit wp thine eyes weſtward 
aeuhward, ſourhivaad, and caftward, and ſee rhe good: 
= de Gs land * 
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Jand that is beyond Ferden, and that goodly mountain, Be: 


. Whole gates are pearls, whoſe light Is glory, whoſe temple. 


Motivis to Conversions 


hold che Paradi/e of God, watered with the fireams of glo- 
ry. Ariſe, and walk through the land, In the length of ir, | 
and fn the breadth of ir; for all the land which thou ſeef}, | 
the Lord will glve it tothee for ever, ifthou wile bur re> 
turn, Gen, 13. 14,15, 17. Ler me ſay to thee, as Payl to 
Agripps, Believefi they the prophets ? If thou belleveſt Indeed 
do but view what glorious things are ſpoken of the city cf 
God, Pſal. 87. 3. and knoy, that all this is here rendred in 
the name of God to thee; As verily as God Is true, {i ſhi] 
be for-ever thine, i] thou wilt but throughly tury, 

\ Behold the cliy- of pure tranſparent gold, whoſe ſoundz. | 
tions . are garviſhed with all manber -of preclous ſtones, 


——— 


Is God. -Believeft thou thi:? If thou doft, art thou not. 
worle than difiraQed thar thou whlr- nor rake poſſeſſion, | 
when the gares are flang open tothee, and thou art bid to 
enter? O ye (ons of folly, wili ye embrice the dunghik, 
and refuſe the kingdom? Behold, the Lord God raketh you | 
np into the mountain, ſhews you the kingiom of heaven 
and all the glory rhereof; :n41 tells vou, Al this wil, 
give you, if you will fsll down and warſhip me, If you will 
 fubmir to mercle, accep?r my Yon, and ſerve me i righte 
ouincſs and holignels. O feels, and  6wof heart. to belicut | 
_ Will you court the harior ® Will you fſcek and ſerve the 
\world, and negled rhe eternal glory ? What / Not enter | 
Into Paradiſe, when the flaming (word that was once (et 
to keep you out, fs now uſe ro drive you int Bur you 
will (ay, I am ancharitable to think you infidels and unbe- | 
levers, Why, What ſhal Ithink you 7 Either you are def 
peraie unbelievers, that co got credit ir or fark diſtee- | 
Red, that you know and belleve the exceliency and erergh 
ty of his glory, and yer do fo. fearfully riegic& jr. Sucely 
you have no faith, or no reefon; and I had almoſt (adj 
"conſcience ſkuuld tell you to, before | leave you _ 
- - Do bur attend what is (ffered you :- O bleſſed kingdom 
A kingdom of glory, 1 Theſ. 2. 1. a kingdom of righteoul- | 
nels, 2 Pet. 3.13. a kingdom of pexce, Rom. 14. 19. i | 
everlaſting kingdom, 2 Pet. 1. 11. Here thou fhalt dwell, ' 
here thou ſhalr reign for ever, and th* Lord ſhal ſer the? 
ina throne of glorie,Matih. 19 28, ad with his own hand | 
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 Motivts to Converſione- 


a crown not of thorns ( for there ſhall be no finning, noc 
ſuffering there, Rtv. 21. 27. 22, 3,415. ) nor of gold 
( for this ſhal be viler than che dire fn that day ) bura 
crown of life, Jam. 1.12, a crown of righteouſneſs, 2 Tim: 
4. 8. a crown of glory, 1 Peter 5, 4+ Yeag thon fhalt pur 
on glocie a5 arobe,1 Cor, 15, $53. and ſhalt ſhine ljke the 
Sun In the firmamenr, in the glorle of the Father, atth» 
13 43. Look now apon thy dirty fleth,thy clay, thy worms } 

at: This very fleſh, this lamp, this carcaſs fhal be bright» - | 
er than the ſtars, De, 12. 3. In ſhorr, Thou ſhalt be made | 
Ike vnto the Angels of God, Lybe 20, 36. and behold bis 
face in righteouſneſs, ſel. 19. 25, Look In now, and tell 
mr, Dt chou yet believe? If nor, conſcience muſt pro. 
_— thee an tufidel ; for Ir is the very word of God that 
I ſpeak. bo 

Bur if thou ſay thou belleveſt, Jet me nex: know thy re- 
ſolutions. Wilt thou embrace this fer thy happineſs? Wile 
thou forego thy fioſu! galns, thy forbidden ple:ſares? Wilr 
thou trample on the wo;Id's eſteem, and (pit in the harlors 
face, and (top thine ears at her flactezies, and wreſft thee 
our of her embraces? Wilr rhou be conrenr ro take up with 
preſent reproach aud poverty, If It ly in thy way to hea 
ven, and follow the Lord with humble (clfdenial, In a 
morcifi-4 and flzh.diſpleafing life? If fo all Ischine, and 
that for ever, And artnor chou fairly :ff-red ? Is irnor 
ply but he ſhauid be dam1ed, that will needs go on & pe- 
riſh, when all chis may be had for the rikinp? In a word, 
Wilt thou now clofe with theſe profers? Wilt rhou rake 
God at hls word? Wilt thou ler go thy hold-faft of the 


{ world, and rid thy hand of thy fias, and lay ho'd on cter- 


nal lif-? If not, ler conſcience tell thee wierher rhon arr 
por d:\ficaRid, or bewitched, that thou ſhoulde't n:-gle@& 
{3 happy a cholce , by which thou mi.;hieft be made'for 
ever, | | 

3. God will ſettle wnſoexbable previleders at preſ-n! upon 
thee, Cnr 3 22 fA-b. 12 22. 23, 24 Though thr 'ull of 
J0x” befleditſs hail be diferred till hereafter, ye; Grid will 


 Eivtou n0 /ittle rhings 3n hand. | 


He will redeem you from thraldom, Job 8. 26, He will 
Pluck you from the paw of the Lion, C91. 1 13, The ſer- F 
| pent i 


ſhal ſet the royal dladem upon chine head, and plve thee 


Motives to Converſion,” 


r 


pe hal bruiſe your heel, but you ſhal bruiſe hls head, 


Gen 3- 1s. fHle ſhil deliver you from the preſent evil world 


Gel. 1. 4. Proſperity ſhal not deftroy you': Adverfity ſhal 


not ſeparate berween him and you,” Row. 8. 35, 35, 38 


He will redecm you from the power of the grave, Pſel. 49 


T5, and make the kiog of rerrours a meſſenger of peace to 
you. He wilf take cur the curſe from the croſs, Pſel. 19, 
91, and wakeaffliRion the finiog. por, the fan, rhe phyfick 
. to blow off the chaff, parifi« rhe 'meral, and purge the 
mind, Dan. 12, 10: Iſe3ah 27. 9. He will fave you from the 
| arreſt of rhe law, and furn the curſe into @ bleffing to you, 
Ulf R9Me 6: 144 G/l. 3 24, He hath the keys of hell and death, 
and ſhutreth rhar no man openeth, Rev- 3: 5, and 1. 18; 
and he will ſhur irs memth, as once he did the Lions- Das, 
6+. 22. that you ſhal nor be hurc of the ſecond death, Rey. 
2»,11- 


But he will.nor only ſave you from miſery, bur inſtall you- | 


into unſpeakable Prerogatives : He will beftow himſelf upz 
Ml omzyou, He will be a fitend unio you, 2nd a father to you, 
| 2 Cor. 6. 18, He w.ll be a Son and a ſhield ro you, Pſ«l.84 


x1; In a word, He will b» a God ro you, Ges. 17. 7: And ; 


wha: can beſald more? What ycu may expe that a God 
ſkonld do for you, and be tro you, that he will b:, that he 
will do. $he that marries a Prince, expe@s thar he 
fhibuld dofor herlike 2Prince, thar ſhe may live In 2 ſuirable 
Rare, aud have an anſwerable dowry. He thar hath a £1 

for his father, o7 friend, expeRs he ſhould go for him like 


a'King. Alas ?'the Kings and Monzrchs: of the earth, (o | 


mu!) 250ve you, are bur like the painted Butter flles az 
monglt the reſt of thelr kind, or the faſr- coloured Palmer- 
worm amongſt the refl of the worms, if compared with 


Go?,. As he dorh ufigitelle exceed the glorie and powet | 
of his gtirrerivg duſt, ſo he will, beyond all proportion, } 


exceed in doing for hls Favourites, whatever Princes ca0 
do for theirs. He willgive you grace and gloric,and with 
hold no goed thing from you, Pſel. 84. 11. He will take 
you for his ſons and daughters, and make you helrs of hls 
promiſes, Heb. 6; 19: and <Rabtiſh his everlaſting cove: 


 naat wicthyon, Zer. 32: 40: H: will juſtifie you from all that * 
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| Haw, conſcience S:ran can charge up3n you, Rom: 8: 33:34: | 


Wl He will girc.you fces. accefs-lnto_his preſence, aud accepr 
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|. your perfons, and ceceive your prayers, Epheſ, 3. 2. and 


1:6. 1 JFobn 5: 14; He will abide in you, and make you 
the men of hſs ſecrets, and hoid a conſianr and friendlle 
commuulon with you, Fohn 14: 23.and 15: 1G, 1 John 1:3; 
Hls ear fhal be open his door open, his ſtore open ar. all 
times ro you; | His bleſſing fhal reft upon you, ard he wil 
make your enemies to ſerve you, and work abour all things 
for good unto you, Pſe/m 115; 13. RemansB, 28- 

41 The terms of mercy are brought as low as poſſible to you 
God hath ftooped as low to finners, as with honour he can, 
He will not be thought a faurot of fin, nor tain the glo- 
ry of his holineſs z And whither could he come lower chan 
tehath, unleſs he ſhovld do this? He hath abated the 
{mpoſſib!e terms of the firſt Covenant, Jer. 3. 13, Mark 5. 
35. Ads 16. 31, and 3. 19. Proverbs 28: i3, Hedoth nor 
impoſe anything unreaſonable, or impoſſible, as a condi- 


| tlon of life upon you. Two things were neceſſarie to be 


done, according to the tenor of thefirft Covenant by you, 
1. Thet Jou ſhould fully ſatisfie the armands of juice for paſt 
offences. 2, That 10k (hould ptr form priſonally, perſefily and 
perpetually the whole law for the time ts come. Both theſe 
are to us impoſſible, Romens 8: 3 But behold God?s graci» 
ous abatement in both ; Ke doth nor fiznd upon farisfeRion 
he Is content to take of rheSuretie(avd he of his own pre« 
viding roo ) what he might have exa&<d from you, 2 Cor. 
6. 19. He declares himſelf-ro have received a ranſom, Job: 
33: 24. 1-Tz». 2, 6. and thathe'expedts nothing bur rhat 
you ſhould zecepr his $on, and he fſhil be righteouſne's 
and redemption toyou, Job 1. 12. 1 Cor. 1. 30 And for 
the future obedIence, here he is content tro yield to your © 
weakneſs, and omſr rhe rigour. Hedoth not ftand upon. Vl 
perfe&lon ( as a condirion of life, though he fi1]l infiſts up. Þ| 


| oniria5oue ) bur is conrenr ro accep: bf ſincerity, Gen. 19, 


1: Proverbs 11. 20, Thovgh you cannot pay the full der, 
he will accept you according to thar which you have, and 
take Willing for doing, and the purpoſe for the perform= 
ance; 2 Cor. 8,12. 2.Chron. 6: 3, Htb, ri. 17+ And if you 
come in his Chriſt, and fer your hearts to pleaſe himzand 


| make It the chief of your cares, . he. will approve and rce 
| ward you, though the veſſel be marced. in your hands, 


d 


is 


' Motivts to Converſion + 


5h, conſider your Makers condeſcention, Let me ſay-| 


to yOu, as Netmens ſervant to him 3 My father, If the proe. 
" phet bad bid thtc do ſam? great thing, wonldeſt thox not have. 
done it t bow much rather when br ſaith unto thee, Waſh, 


and be clean} 2 King. 5.13. If God had demanded (ome | © 


rercible, ſome fevere and regorous thing of you, to eſcape. 
etcrnal damnation, would you not have done Ic ; Suppole 


It had bren to ſpend all your days in ſorow, in ſome how. | 


ling wilderneſs, or pine yeur ſelves with famine, or tg 
oftzr rhe frult of your bodies for the fin of your ſouls, 
would you not have thankfully accepred erernall redemp. 
tion, though rheſe had been the conditions 7 Yea,farther; 
If G2d ſhould have told you, you ſhoald have fried inthe 
fice for millions of ages, or bzen(o loa2tormented In hell, 
would you not have gladiy accep:ed it? Alas ! all rheſe 
zre not ſo much as on ſand inthe glaſs of eternity, If your 


off:ndei Creator ſhould have held you bnr one year upon-/|* 
"the rock, and th'n bld you come and forſak< your fin | 


accept Chriſt, and ſerve hima few years in (elf-dainil. 
o: !I: in this ciſe for ever and ever ; Do thou thick you 
ſhould have fiack at the off:r, and diſputed the terms, 
& 12v< b:en unrefoived whither you were befſtro accept of | 


rhe motion ? O (inner, return and live: Why ſhouldeſt | 


thou dic, whea life Is ro be had for the takiug, and mercy | 
ſhoul4 be beholding ro chee( as it were ) to be (avcd? 
Couldeft rhou ſay indeed, Lord, 1 knew that they weſt a) 
he'd man, Marth. 25. 24. thou. hadfi ſome. little excuſe; | 
But when the God of heaven had fiooved fo low, aid. 
bated-ſo fair, if now thou fhouldſi ſtand off, who ſhal plead 
for the?  » | 

O"j- Notwithſtanding all theſe abatements, 1 am n0 | 
more able to perform rhose conditloos (In themſelyes ſo | 
calfe Joffaith and repenrance, and fincere obedience; than 
to ſarſsfic and fulfil the Law. 

Anſw-. Theſe you may perform, by Go *: grzct enab, 
ling ; whereas the other are naturally impoifible 10 this 
'Aare, eycn to believers themfeclves. But ler the next col? 
- fideration (reve for a fuller anſwer, © | 

g. #hrr0in you are 21mpatent, G14 doth oft» ov ace to th1b!t | 
Jon, 1 have Frttched out my hand, ani no man Yeee'dth, 


Prov, 1. 2&4 What though you are pluuged loco the dich | 
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- of thatmiſery, from which you can never get ont ? Chriit 


offereth to Help you our 3 he Airercherh his hand” to you; 


- and if you perifh, ir Is for cefofing his help. Behoid, 1 land 
»a2 the door, and knock: If any man open to me 1wil come 
*3n, Rev. 3- 20. What though you are poor, end Wartched, 
and blind; and naked 3 Chriſt offcre'h a cure for your 
blindneſs, a-cover (or your nikednes, a remedy for your 


poverey,he rendererh you. ns, righreouſnefs, his graces g 
J-counſel thee to buy of me gald, that thou mayeſt be rich; 


- end white 1tW4in, that thou mayeſt be claathrd;, and anoine 
' thine eyes with te ſalve, that thou mayeſt ſee, Rev. 3. 17, 


18, Do you ſay, the condition is Impoſiible, for 1 have 


'not wherewlth to buy? You muſt know, that this buylng 
+ withoue money,' and without price, Iſz. $5. 1. This 


ba\ ing is by begging, and ſecking with diligence and cone 
fancy in the uls of Go''s means, Prov- 2.3. 4» God com» 


|- -mandeth thee ro know him, and co fear him; Doft thou 
_ fay;: Yea but my mind ls blinded; and my heart is hard- 
ned from his fear? I anſwer , God doth offer to erligh- Þ} 
ten thy mind, an4 to t:ach thee his fear thar is prees' | 
| \fented ro thy choice, Prov. 1. 29. For that they bated 


knowltage, and did not choſe the frar of the Lord. $9 that 


"now, if men live in Ignorance and eſtrangement from the 


Lord, it Is becanſe they w3ll nit anderſtand, end drfire not 
the knowledge of his ways, Job. 21. 14. If thou cieft after 
bneowledge, if thou ſeths(t hr as filvers, &c. thin ſhelt thex 
wnderſtand the ſrar of the Lord, end find the bnowledge of 
God. Prov.2.3 4.5: Is not here a fair offer? Tarn you at m9 
repreof. Brbold, I will pour out my Spirit unto jou, Prov.i. 
23: Though of your ſelves you can do nothing, yer you 
may do all through hls Spirir enabling you; and he Goth 


| offer affiſtance to you. God bids you waſh,and make you | 
elean, Iz. 1.16; You ſay you are unable, as much as - || 


the Leopard to waſh our hls ſpors, Jer. 13. 23. Ya, bur 
the Lord doth offer to purge you ; fo thar if you be filey 
fill, 1:- is through your own wilfolneſs, Ex'h. 24. 13. [ 
beve purged thee and they waſt not purged Ji. 43-29, 
Jeruſalem, wilt thou uot be made Clean? nb!n (ell rt once 
be ? God doth wait when you will be m:de ciean, when 
you wHll yield to hls motions, and excepr,of his cff:rs, 


; tud let him d" for and io you, what you can' ot do for 
 Yourkklyey; Yop do nocknow how much Gon will do | 
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upon your importunlty, if you will but be reſfile(s aud in; 
fiatit whh him, Lak. 11.8. ad 18. 5, | 

If God hath not bound himtelf by expres promiſe rowich. 
ed men, to give thei grace in the dillgent uſe of th 
meany, yet he hath given rheem abundant encouragmenty 
expe it from him,lf they ſeck it earneſtly in bly Way, fi 


moſt gracious varure is-abundant encouragement If a rich \ 
and moſt bountiful man ſhould fee thee in mifery, and bij 7 


thee come to his door; wouldeft rhou nor, with copfidence 
expe&, at thy coming, to find ſome relief ? Thoy ar 
- not able to belive, nor repent ; God appoints thee to ule 
fach aod ſuch means, incorder to thy obtaining*faith and 
repentance:Doth not this argue that God will beftow theſe 
npon thee, If thou doſt ply him diligently in prayer, me 


ditation, reading, hearing, (-|f-examinatton, and the reſt | | 


of his means? Otherwife God ſhould bur mock his poor 
-. ctea*ures, to put them upon theſe self denying endeay- 
ours . and then, when they have pur hard to It, and con- 
tinued waitlng upon him for grace, deny them at lift, 
Surely if a {wcet natared man ould ror deal thus, much 
leſs will the mofi merciful and graclour God, 

I intended to have added many other arguments, but 
theſe have (woln under my hand ; and I hope the judi-iow 
Reader will rather look upon the weight, than the nums 
ber. 


The Concinſron of the whole, 
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of the whole, -—.— oy 
d earneſt, do that for vou, that Chriſt can? WIll tt 
fland by you to cterniry , Will pleaiares, titles, lands, rrea» 
ſures, defcead with you ? Plal, 49. 19.1 73%:.6 9. It nor 
had you not need look afrer ſomewhat that will? what 
mean you to ftand wayerlng, to be off and on? Fooliſh 
childrep 1. How long will you ſtick berween the womb and 


<. the world'? hall l leave you at laſt no farther then Agrippe, 
\ bat alwoft perinaded ? Why, you are for ever loſt, if lefr 


here; As good not ar all, as not altogether Chriftians. 
You are half of the mind to give over your former neg= 
ligent life, and to ſer toa ſtr1& and holy courſe 3 you could 
wiſh you were as ſome others be, and conld do: as they 
cindo, How long will you reft In idle wiſhes, and fruitleſs 
purpoſes? When will you come to a fixed, full, and firm 
reſolved ? Do not you ſee how Satan gulls you, by rempt- 
ing you todelays ? How long hath he toll'd you on In the 


i perdition 7 How many years heve you been pur 


ngto amend? What if God fhould have taken you off 


"| this while ? 


Well, put me not off with a dilatery anſwer : Tell 
menot of hereafter, 1 muſt have your preſent conſenr, 
I! you be not now reſolved, while the Lord 1s treativg 
withyou. and woolng of you, much leſs arc you like to be 
hereafrer, when thefe impreſſions are worn out, and you 
we hacdned through the deceltſulnefs of fin, Will you 
give me your hands? Will you fet open the doors, and 


give the Lord Jeſus the full and:preſent poſſeſſion ? Will 
you Put your name Into his coyznant? WII! you ſabſcribe? 
What do you reſolve upon ? 1f you are fiill upon your 
| delays, my labour is loft, aud all is like tro come to nought, 
| Fain would, that you ſhovld now put io your adventures 
Come, caſt In your lot, make your cholce: Now js the 
Ucepted time, now 3s the day of thy ſalvation: To day if 
Jok will btar bis voice. Why ſhould not this be the day 
from whence thou ſhouldfi be able to date thine happines ? 
Why ſhouldeft thou venture a day longer In this davger- 
ouand dreadfal condition F What If God ſhould this nighe 
; Tequire thy ſoul ? Oh that thou mighteſt bnow, In this thy 
a), the things that belong wnto thy prece, before they be hid 
ſum thine exes, Luk: 19, 42. This is thy day, and ir ls bar 
Ley, Fob. 9. 4. Ohters have had their day, and have at 
| ccive 


_ diſpute about the eaſe? 1s fr nor peſt concroverſie, whe 


ao 
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ccived thelr doom 3 and now arr thou brought upon thi 512 
ſtage of this world, here ro a@ thy part fora whole ere] the 
nity. Remember thou- art now upon thy good behavion] the 


for everlaſting; if chow make nor a wiſe choice now, thay 
art ynfone for ever. Look: what thy preſent choice ig] 
ſach muſt thine erernal condition be, L«b 10, 42. andis 
25. Prov: 1. 27. 28, 29. | 

And is f« true, Indecd ? Is life and death at thy cholcel? 
Ya, .tis as true as trach is, Dext. 30 19. Why then, 
waz! hinders bur that thou 2ouldeſt be happy ? Nothin 
doth or can hinder, but thine own witifal negle&, of 
refuſal. It was rhe paſſage of the Eunvch ro philip : St, 
beve 3s watey : What doth- binder mr tw be baeptiz'd? Gol 
may ſay to thee ; See. here .is Chriit ; here is mercy, 
pardon, life : What hinders; but: that thou- ſhould by 
pardoned, aud ſaved? One of the'Mariyrs, as he wa 
prying at the ſtake, had his pardon fer by In a box, ( 
which, tadeed, he refuſed delervegly, becauſe upon ut 
worthy rerms are moſt honourable and eafjie, O (inner, 
wilt thon burn. with thy pardon by thee ? Why, do but 


forthwith give up thy conſenr ro Chriſt}, to:renounce thy| | 


fins, deny ty ſelf, take up the yoke, and the cro(s, and 
thou carrieft the, day, Chrift is thine, pardon, peace, life 
blcf[:dnefs. all are-thine : And fs nor this an offer worth 
the emoracing? why ſhould thou heficare, 5c doubtfully 


ther God be vyerrer than fin, and glory better chan vanity, 
Why ſhou}dft chou forſake thine own mercy, and fin & 
giloft thice ownlife ? When wilt thou ſhike offchy floth; 


and lay by thiac excuſes? B:«ſt not thy (elf of to marrow; | b 


thou knoweſt not where chis alight miy lodge tace, Provi | 
27; 1 | 
Beloved. Now the Holy Spirir {s firiving with you « fit 
wlli nor always firive- Aft thou no: felt thy heart ware. 
med by the word, and b:en aim>(t periuaded to leave off 
thy fi:s, and come In to God? Hift thou not felt (ome 
goo4 motions in thy mlad, wherein thon haſt been war- 
ned of thy danger, an4 told what thy careleſs courſe 
would end in? It may be rhow art 'Iks young Samuel, who 
when rhe Lord callzd once and again, he knew nor the 


yolce of the Lord, 1 Sem. 3.6, 7. Bat theſe motloos and | 
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of the whole, $39 
1 thi Jews are the offers, and efſzys,and calls, and ſtrivings of 
res the ſpirit: ON, take the advantage of the tide, and know 
ton] the day of thy viſitation. | 
hal Now the, Lord Jeſus ftrercherh wide his arms to receive 
e is] you ; He befeecheth you by vs. Bow movingly, how 
416] meltivgly, how pitifolly, how paſſionately he calleth © The 
Chucch 1s pnr into a ſudden extafic vpon the ſound of his 
(cel? yoice, Tht voice of my beloved, Cant, 2. 8. Oh. wile thou 
1en,| turn a deaf carto his voice? Jt is not the voice-that break= 
hlogl eth the Cedars, and makeththe mountaIns to Skip like a 
orf call; and ſhiketh the wilderneſs, and divideth the flames 
Str, of fire: It Is no: Sine?s thunder, bur the ſofr & fiil voicezir is 
& {| net the voice of Mount Ebal,a voice of curfiog and terrour; 
cy, | but the volce of Mount. Geriz im, the voice of bleſſing and of 
t br] glad ridings of good things, It is not the voice of the | 
wal \rumper, nor the nolfe of war z but a mcſſage of peace 
, (| from the King of pezce, Ephrs. 6.15. 2Corg 5+ 18, 20, | 
ut} Mecbloks it ſhauld be wich thee, as with the Spouſe 3 my 
ner, | ſoul failed when be ſpake, Cant. 5. 6. I way (ay tothee, O 
but] finner, as Marthe to her fGfter, The Maſter 7s come, and he 
thy | 6atlets for thee, Joh. 11- 28. Oh, now, with May, ariſe 
and | quickly, and come unto him, How ſweer are hls Invitatſ= 
life] ons! He-crierh in the open concour ſe, If any man thirſd; 
rh | Tet bim come wito me and drink, Joh. 9. 37. Prov. b. 21s. 
oily} He broacheth his own body for thee: O'n, come and lay 
he-| thy mouth ro his fide. How free 13 he !. He excludeth 
ty, | none: Phoſorutr will, ltt bim come and take the water of 
4-| life freely, Rev. 22, 19. Wheſo is ſimple, let bims turn In 
th; | bither, Come, eat of my bread, drink of the wine Which [ 
LN bave mirgled. Fo'ſake the fooliſh, and live, Prev. 9. 4. g 
vi.) 6, Comenmie mt, Bec. Take my yook upon you, and lrarn of 
mand jt ſhall find rift unto your ſouls, Matth 11: 28, 29, 
Him thet commeth to me, 1 will in ne wiſe caft out, Job, 6, 
| 37. How doth he bemoan the obſiioate refuſer 2 O Jeru- 
lalem, J:rufaiem! Azw often wonx!d t bave gdthertd iby 
children, as 4 ben gathereth ber chichtts wider ber wings, 
end je world nat ! Math, 23, 39. Brheld mt, b:hold me , 
Theve [iretched out my bands &ilihe day to £ reb:{lions prople, 
Ia. 65. 4, 2. Oh, bc perſaided noiv at laft, to ihrow Four 
ſelves lnto the ery of love. . ; 
Bclhold, O ye ſeny of men, the Lord Jeſus hath thrown 
open 


| 

l\ 
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open the priſons. and now he cometh "to you (as ({dj1.n0; 
MagiRrates once to chem, AM. 16. 39. ) and beſeechel} Ho, 
you to come our, 1f it were from a Palace,or a Paradigthat | 
thar Chriſt did call you, Ir were no wonder If you wenljad # 
un willing ; (and yer, how eafily was Ade#: rolled froatjou (0: 


theuce ! ) bor ir is from your prifon, firs from your chil" | 


\ from the dungeon, from the darknes, that he cy 1d t 


Ila, 42. 6; 5« and yer will you not come? He calle» ſc 
you unco libercy, Gle. 5. i3* and yer will you nor harkewyorr | 
His yoak is eatie, his laws are liberty, hls fervice (reedonhwch 
Metth- It, 3% J4. 1. 25. 1 Core 7: 22, and (whnj He 
ever prejudices yon have againft bis ways (If a God wyſtorm 
be believed, you hl! find them 21l'pleaſure avd peargyilt, 
and fhzll raſte ſweerneſs and joy unvreerable, and rike ſhjcomi 
finate delight and felicity in them, Prov. 3. 19: Pſel, 119hc t! 
I65. 1 Pet. 1.8. Pſal. ng. 103, 11+ _ [oſo! 

_ Beloved, am lothto leave you { 1cannor tell how ti} H 
give you over. 1am now ready to ſhut vp, but fain 1 wouldfdiſtt 
Orive this bargain berween Chriſt ard you, before Tendyſcly 
What | Shall I leave you as | found yau ar laft? Have youſfe 
reat hitherto, and are not yet reſolved npon a preſent a4Mill 


. bandoving all your fins, and clofing wi:h J-fus Chrifi and 


Ales, Whar fhal I ſay ? Whar fhalT do? WI you turn olfAy 
all-my'importunity ? Have T run in vain? Have I uſcd lofren 
many arguments, and ſp:nr ſa much time to perſwade you 
-and yer mufifir down ar faſt in difappointment? Butt] | 
is a (mall matrer that you turn me off 3 you put e ſlight up- Jie 
on the God that made you, you reje& the bowels ardbe [are 
ſeechivgs of a Saviour, and will be found refiſtersof the|z, 
Holy Ghoft, 4#s 5. $1. if you will not now be prevailed} 
withto repent, and be converted. Wi 
Well, though 7 have calird you long, and ye havetez || 
fuſed,I ſhal yet this once more lift up my voice like a trum ic 
per; 2nd cry fromthe higheſt places of the cltſe, befort |1 
I conclude with a miſerable Conclematum ef. Once mort | 
I ſal call afcer regardleſs ſinners, that if Ir be poſſible, 1 |{ 
| may awaken them, O eerth, eerth earth, btar the word 0 [th 
the Lord, Jer. 22.29, Unleſs you be reſolved rodic, lend 
your ears to the laſt calls of mercie. Behold, jn rhe name |v 


of God I make open proclamation to you : Hark!" ans l 
ng | 


- The Contluſion ur 
Ine, 0-92 children : Hear inſtruftion, and bt wiſe, and refuſe 
thejt not, Prov. 8. 32, 33: : 
eh Ho, every one thes thirſieth, come ye to the waters; and be 
ielthat bath 20 0127. come Je, buy and eat: Yeeacome, buy wine 
nitnd milk without mone7. and withoxt price. Whereſore de 
rakl1ox ſpend your money for thee which is z0t bread and your ls 
aelheur for chat which (arts; fieth not ? Hearken diligently unto Mes 
road eat ye that which is good, and let your ſoul delight it [lf 
leifin ſatneſs. Incline Jour ear. axd come Je wito mes beer, and 
ealyour ſou! [24H live; and 1 will make eneveriaſting covenant 
oIwich you, 1ver the ſure mercits of David, Iſa, 55. I, 2, 3» 
thn} Ho, every one that is fick of any manner of diſeaſe or. 
ugltocment. Match, 4. 23, 24- orls poſſeſſed with an evil (pl- 
arghiit, whether of pride, or ſurie, or loft, or covetouſneſs, 
-ſlcome ye to the Phyfician,bring away.your, ſick : Lo,here is 
[191he tha: beeleth a1 manner ſickneſs, and all manner of diſeaſes 
" Janong the the people, 
v th} Ho, creri:: one that is in debt, and everie one thit Is In 
uldjdiſtceſs, and everie one that is diſcontented ; gather your 
endiclves unto Chrifi, and he will become a Captain over you, 
youſfle will be your protetion from the arreſts of the Law, he 
it #4will fave you from the hand of juſtice. B:hold he is an open 
ififaaRaarle to you. 8 is a known refuge, Heb. 6. 18. Pſ.48. 2. 
n offAvay. with your fins, and come in unto him, left the a» 
d (oFrenger of blood ſeize upon you, lefi devouring wrath oyer- 
you, take you. 
t it} Ho, everie [gnorant finn-r, come and buy eye=ſalvegthat 
up+ iou-may' fi ſee, Rev. 3. 18. Away with thine excules;thou 
I bee fare for. ever loſt, if thou cononueſt in this eſtare, 2 Cor.4: 
{ the 3. Bur accept of Chriſt tor thy prophet, andhe will be a 
iledZight.anco thee, Iſe. 4.2. 6. Ephiſc 5, 14, Cry unto him for 
rnowledge, ftudic hf: word, rake pains about the princi- 
(ez Dies. of Religlon, humble thy ſelf before hlm, and he will 
ref Nieach rhee his way, and make thee wiſe amo (alvarion, Mat. 
fort |13. 36; Lube 8 9. Johns. 39. Pſalm 25. 9. Bur ifrhou 
nore |RIlt not follow hue fo the paioful ufe of bls means, bur fir 
e, | [loun becauſe thau haft bur one talent, he will condemn 
144] ſthee for a wicked and flachral (crvant, Matth., 25. 24, 26. 
lend | Ho, everie profanc ſinner, come in and live ; Return 
12M [ito the Lo'd. and he will have mercie upon thec : Br in- 
a Rated, Oh , Tctx71, come; Thou that haſt filled thy noun 
it; | Wit 
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with oaths and exccrations, all manner of fins and hlffi"* 
phemies hi] be forgiven thee, Meb 3+ 28. If chou wilthy}%% 
throughly turn unto Chriſt, and come In. Thovughthg fl 
waſt as unclean as Mzgaelen. yet pat «way thy whoredoms mi? © 
of 'vy Febt, and thine adxlteries from brivpeen thy breaſts,al my 
give ip thy ſelf wiito Chrift, 2s a veſ{-1 of holineſs alonſ** 
for i'fz uſe; and then, though hy fins be as ſcarlet, they ful ple 
he 4s wool; anathough they be &s crimſon, thiy ſhel bed ht) 
white a5 ſnow, Lukz 9. 39, Hof, 2. 2. 1 Theſ. 4. 4; If y4” 
18. + | L 

Hezr, Oye drunkaris, How long will ye be dranken} Pu tho 
&w4) your wine, 1Samuel 1. 14. Though you have rolle the 
In the vom1: of your (16, rake the vomit of repentance, al 1 
hes:t:iiy diſgorge your beloved lufts, and the Lord will te 4 
ccIve you, 2 Cor. 6. 17, Give up your ſelves unto Chilly .: 
to live ſoberlie, rightcouflic and godTiezembrace his rights oy 
ouſneſ(s, accept his government 3 and though you have bet " 
ſwine, he will waſh you, Rev. 3.6. Is; 

' Hear, Oye looſe companions, whoſe delight {s in val 
and wi..ked ſocltly, roſport away your time in carnal mirtlf : 
aud joiltty wich them 3 come in at wiſdom's call, and chul PR 
her, and her ways, and you (hal live, Prov 5.6, 6. * mw 

Hrar, © ye (corners, hear the word of the Lord:Thoofl 
you have mae a ſport of godline(s,and rhe profeſſors there -m 
of ; though you have made a.ſcorn of Chriſt, and of bill; 
ways 3 Y:t, even to you doth he call, ro gather you unf;s 
der the wings of bis mercle, Prov. 1.22, 33 Inawordf,, 
Thovgh you ſhou'd be found zmong the worft of the black Ie 
roli x Cor. 6. 9 10 Yet, upon your through converſion, |, 
you ſh-i] be waſhed, you ſhall he juſtified , you ſhall be|1, 
ſanified in the rame of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Sph yi 
ri; of our God, v/r 11 - 
Ho, cvcrie formal profeſſor. thar art bur a luke=-warm: th 
and Jough- baked Chrifilan,and reſteſt In the form of gods |, 
lineſsz give over thy helvizg and thy halting, be athrougl» 
ou! Chri'ttan and he zeal: us, and renenr; and then,though i 
thou haft been an off:-ce to C)\r)it% Nomich, thou ſhit Þ, 
be rhe joy If his heart, Rev. 3. 16 19, 20, t 

An: now bear wiineſs that merci hatch b er offered you | 
I cell veaven and ta'th to vri0'd gainfi Non this day, thet! 
bavt ſet brſore you liſt and ataih, birſſing and wig; "= | 

Ul 
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fre cbuſt Liſe, that you may live. Deut, 30. 19, Ican iut 


ew woo you, and warn you; 1 cannot compel you to be happte;. 
heli 1] could, 1 would, What 2nſwer will.you {ſend me with 
Jo my Maficr ? Let me ſpcak unto vor}, as Abrenam's [cre 
ew ol tothem 5 And new, if Jou will are! kindly and t'yly 
on[X8t0 my Maſter, tell me, G=n- 24. 49 0", for ſuch a hap- 
Thi ple aniwer 4s Rebthab gave to them, Gen 24 $9, 58 And 
be oP) ai. we will call tht damſtl. and inquire @ her mouth. 
{ala 404 700) ealied Ribthah, and [4 A wnio ht, Wilt then g0 
"Ivith this man? And (he ſaid Iwiil go. Oh thar | hid but 
{thus much from. you \ Why !h ould 1 be your accifer, Mats 
olle Io. 14. 15, who thlift for \ our faivarioii tg Whiy ſhould 
{ihe paſſionate pleadings and wo-Ingy of mercte be rorted 
Mo Into the horrid agerzvarions of yuur o2itinacte, and «dat 
hill tlovs to your miſerle F: Jaoge in your ſelyes : Do you not 
hlhink thelr condemnation vl be doobly dre-dtu}, that 
my ſhal (till go on In thetr (i154, after ail endravons ro recal 
Jihem? Doubrlcſs. zi ha lhe mare tolerable for Tyre ad 
__ vidon, yea, for Sodom #nd4 Gamorran, zn the, day of judge- 
mirc nfs than for you, Match, 11. 22; 24. #. Ty” 
had Beloved, It you have any j1'ie tor your periſhiog ſouls, 
- doſe with the preſent offers of mcercies If you would not 
gant continue and increaſe the pains of your irevailing Mir ters 
or do nor ſtick in the birth. If che God that made you heve 
+ hi any authoritle with you, obey his command, and come tn, 


" an41f you are not deſpiſers of grace, and would nor ſhut up 
nds doors of mercie agalnft your ſelves, repent, avd be 
1s + converted, Let not heaven and open for you in vijis 
fon, Let nor the Lord Jefus open his wares , and bid you buy 
1] be withour money, and withour price. in vain ; Lee not his 
Sol Miolfiers, and his Spirtt Qrfve with you fn voin, and feave 
You now at laſt unperſwaded, left the ſetitence po frich a 
|palnft you, The bellows are burnt, the lead 3s confumrd of 
the fire, the founder melteth in vein. R-probate filwer ſholl men © 
|Call they, becenfe the Lord bath rrjeftra ihem, Ji. 6. 29 30. 
Father of ſpirits, take the heart jn n{nd hat 3s too tot d 
119 my weekneſs: Do not tho heve endin, though I have dont; 
 Fhuif a ward from thine rfſefixal power, wil: do the w-'h, O 
you thoy that haſt the ty of David , that oprneſt when 1» 148 
bat | ſoutteth 3 open thou this beare, © thou dial LAiz's, #17 let 
bent | 92 King ofglory enter in, and make this jou! thy captive. Ls 
fo | noe 


ot " \ 
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not the tempter harden him in delays : Lee him wat fiir frog - 
this place, nor tak! his eyes from theſe lines, till be be reſoly,} 
ed eo ſortgo his fins, and to arcept of Life upon thy ſelſ-drnin. 


--thee, Amen, Amen. Let bim that readeth [ay, Amen. 


eerms. In tby name, O Lerd Grd, did 1 goforth to theſe ln 


hours; in thy neme do I ſhut themup + Let not all the tim|- 


they heve cojt, be but loſt boxrs , let not all the thoughts i 
beert, 4, «1! the pains ther beve been about them, be but. lf} 
laboxt, Lord pkt in thine hand into tbe heart of this Ready, 
and ſend thy Spirit, as once thou didft Philip, ts joyn himſe! 


to the chariot of the Enuxch, while be was reading the ward|- 


And thexgh 1 ſhou!d never know it while 1 live, yet Thijgd 
thee, Lord God, [et it be found at that dey, that (ome ſonl;| 
ave conve"ted by theſe labouys: And let ſome be able to fluad 
forth, and ay, that by theſe perſweſtons they were won wit 


Mr. Allelne's Connſe! for Perſonal and Femily-Godlinſs. 


Lloved , I deſpair of ever bringing you'to Calvarion;| 
' without (ancification z or poſſeſſing you of happinch, 


without perſwading you to holineſs. God knows, | have] 


nor the leaft hope ever to (ee one of your faces.in heaven, 
except you be converted and ſanRified, and exerciſe yon! 


ſeives unro godlineſs, I beteech you, findie perſonal godlb| 


neſs, and family- godlineſs. 


I. Perſonal godlineſs. -Lerft be your firſt care to ſet up] 


Chcift in your hearts; See thar you make all your worldlle 


incereſts co ſtoop to him, that you be entirely and une] 1, 
ſervediie deyoret untohim, If you wilfullic, and dellbet=| 
arelle, and ordinarily harbour any. fin, you are undone,|. 
Pſe!m 68.21, Ez'b 18, 20, See that you unfcignedlie/ 
take the laws of Criſt, as the talc of your words, thoughts] 
and ations; and ſubje& your whole man, members. and | 
- mind faithfully ro him, Pſel. 119. 34. Rom. 6. 13, you | 
havenor a tru” rcſpe& ro all God's Commandments, yo! | 
are uuſound 2t heart, Pſe/m 119, 6, Oh ſtudie togetth6 | 
image and impreſs of Chriſt vpon you. within : Begin witt || 


your hearts, eiſe you build wichour a foundation, L 


to gera ſaving change within; or elſe all external perfors | 
ances will be to 05 purpole ; Aad then fladie to ſhew forth | 


the power of godlineſs in the life. Ler plety be your _ F 
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"Wil and great buſineſs; *Tis the higheſt polnt of juſilce ro,give 
iv. God his duc, 


"81 perſon 3 for thar is a moſt certalo diſcovery of a Chriſileſs, 


Beware that none of you be a prayetleſs 


and praceleſs perſon; of one that 13 a very firanger tothe 
fear of God, Pſalm; 14. 4. Job 15: 4. Suffer not your Blbles 


to gather duſt 3 Sce thar you converſe daily with the word ' 


Jobs 5. 39; Thar man can never lay clalm to bleſſedneſs; 
whoſe delight is notion the law ofthe Lord, Pſal. 1-1; 25 
Letmedlration and ſelf-examinatlon be yonr daily exerciſe, 
-» Bur plery, without charity, fs bur the half of Chriſtiani. 
ty; vr rather impious hypocriſie, We may not divide the 
Tables; $ce therefore thzt thou do jufille,and love mercie, 


| andler equitle and charity run like an even threed; through | 
I! cut all your dealings. Be yon temparate in all things,and | 

- | ler chaſtitle and (obrietle be your undivided companions, 
\ | Let truth and purityy ſeriouſneſs and modeſty, heavenlineſs 


and gravitle, be the conſtant ornaments of your fpeech. 


| Let pattence and humilljcfe, fimplicitie fincerttie ſhine ont 


In all the parts of your converſations. See that you forger 
and forgive wrongs, and requite them with kindn«fs, as 
you would be found children of the Moſt High; Be mera 
efful In your cenſures, and put the moſt favourable conftrn. 


| Won upon your brerhren's carriage, that th:ir ations will 


 reaſonablic bear. Be ſlow in promlfing, ' punRual In ful- 
filling. Ler meckneſs and innocencie, affableneſs, yielding- 
"neſs and courtefie commend yonr converſations to all men. 


we ''Ler none of your relations want that love and loyaltle,that 
"} reverence and duty, that tenderneſs, czre- and vigitleancy, 
| which their ſeveral places and cepaottics call for: This 
i 8 throughout godlineſfs. 
| high God, rhat none of you be found a (wearer, or a lyary 
{lover of evil company, or a ſcoffer, or malicious, or 
| Covetons, or a drunkard, or a giutton, unrighreons in hls 


I charge you before the moſt 


'dealing. wnclean in his living, or a querr:Iler, or a thief 
. Of a backhirer, or a railer : For 7 denvunce vnto you from 


| the living God, that deftronaion and damnation is :he end 
1'0f all (ch, Prov. 13. 20. 74m. 5. 12. Rev. 21. 8. 1 Cor. 


6. 9. 10. Gel. $, 19, 20, 21, LE 
> Famlly-godlineſs. He that hath fer up Chrift Jn his 
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heart, will be ſure to fludy to ſet him vp in hls houſe. Let 
every family with you be a Chriftlea Church, 1 Cor, 16.16, 


every houſe a houſe of prayers Let every houſe=holder | 


ſay, with 7s, 14nd #9 bouſe will ſerve the Lord, Joh, 
24, 15, and refolre with David, I will walh within ny 


bouſe with « perfeti heart, Plal. 101+ 2. Ler aic preſs upon | 


.you a few datles in genera]: | 


Firſt, Let Religion be in your families, not as a matter 


by the by, ( to be minded at leiſure, when the world will 
ive you leave, ) bat the filanding buſineſs of the houſe; 
Let them haye your prayers as duly as thelr meals, [s there 
any of your families, but have time for thelr taking food? 
Wretched man ! Canſt thou find time to cat in, and not 
find timeto pray 1n? 

Secondly, Settle It upon your hearts, that your ſouls gre 
bor nd up in the ſou's of your family, They are com n't ed 
upto you, and ( if they be [oft cthrougo your acgle@ ) wlll 
be required ar your hands. Sirs, If you do nor, you fhil 
know, that the charge of ſouls !s a heavie charge, and that 
the blood of ſouls is a Heavie guile. O man, Hafſt thou the 
charge of ſouls to znſwer for, and do!i thou not yct befitr 
thy ſelf for them,rhat rheir blood be nor ſound in thy $kirts 
Wilr thou do no more for immortz! jou's, rhan thou wilt 
do for thy beafts that periſh? What doft thou do for thy 
children and ſervanis ? Thou frovideſt mear and driok 
. For them, agreeable to thelr ratr.r:s: And doſt thou not 
the ſame for thy beafts? Thou plveſt them medicines,and 
cheriſheſt them when they be fick ; And doft thou not 
much for thy (wine? More. particularly, 


rt. Let the (olema reading of the word, and finging of 


Pſalms, be your family. cxerciſcs, J/a. 34. 16. John 5: 3% 
Pſa/m 118, 15, I ſee Chriſt fioging wih hls fs 


mille , viz. his Diſciples, Matth, 26. 30. Likt | 


: 'B8, 
2. Let every perſon In your families he duly calledto 
#0 account of their profiting by the word heard of read 
as they be about doing your own bufirieſs. This is a duty 
of conſequence nnſpeakable,and would be a means to brivg 
_ thoſe under your charge ro remember and profit by "A 


wal (= 


q 
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Pirſoxt! and Fanily-Godlintfs, [47 
they receive. Sce Chrift's example in calling his famllle ra 
an account, Metth. 16, Il, 13, 15s 

- 3+ Often take an account of the ſouls under your care, 


| concerning thelr ſpiritual eſtates, [ Hercln you muſt be 


followers of Chrift, Matth. x3, to, 36, 51. Mark 4.10,11.} 
Make enquiry Into theit condition, infiſt much upon the ſin« 
fulneſs and miſery of their natural eſtate, and upon the 
neceſſity of regeneratlon and converſion, in order to their 
ſalvation: Admonjſh them gravely of their fins, cncourage 


*| beginnings : Follow them earnefilic, and let them have 


nv quiec for you, till you ſee them In a ſaving change: This 
k a dutle of high conſequence, but ( Iam afraid ) fearfule 
ly negleGed. Doth nor conſclence fay, thou art the man? 
4, Look to the ſirit (anRifying of the Sabbath by all 
your houſe-hoids, Exod, 20. 19. Levit. 23; 3. Many poor 
families have )ittle rime elſe, Oh, improye bur your Sabs 
bath days as diligentlic in labovriong for knowledge , and 
doing your Maker's work, as you do the other days In do» 
log your own work, and 1 doubr not but you may come ta 


\ ome proficiency. 


s. Ler the Morning and Erening- ſacrifice of ſolemn pray: 
er be daily offercd up In all your familles, Pfa/y; 92. 1, 2» 
Exid, 30, 79. 8 Lykt 1.9, 10, Beware they be not found 
among the ſamilies that call not upon God's name : For 
why ſhould there be wrath from the Lord, upon your fa- 
mllies? Yer. 10: 25: O miſerable families, without God in 
the worlo, that are without ſamilic-prayer ! Whar, have 
you ſo manie faml!'ie-fins, famille- wants, famiiie mercies ! 


| Whzr, and yet no famlſe-prayers ? How do you pray with 


Moprayer ard ſupplicition, if you do not with famili. pray 


"Jr; Eyhe(. 6; 18; Say pot, I have no time, What! Haſt 


thou all thy :\me on purpoſe to ſerve God , and fave thy 
foul; 2nd yet fs this ft for which thou canſt find no time ? 
Flad bur a hearry and 1 wil] fiad rime : PInch out of your 


|eals, and ſleep, rather than wane for prayer. $ay nor, 


My buſineſs will nor give leave : This is the greatefi bufi- 
leſs, to ſave thy ſelf, and the ſouls committed to thee, Be« 
des, a whet will be. no lett« In a word. the bleffing of all 

to be got by prayer, Jer: 29: 11: 12: 2 Sam: 95: 29: And 


What is thy buſineſs, without God?s bleſſing 2 'Say nor, T 
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148 Mr. Alleine's Counſel for 
am not able : Uſe the one talent, and God will increaſe; 
Matth: 25: 24; &6: Helps arc to be had, till thou art bers 
. ter able; But if there be no other remedie, thou muſt joyn 
with an abler neighbour; God hath ſpecial regard to joint 
prayer, 7am: 5: 4, 1019: Als 12: 5, 10,12. 2 Cor, 1. 11; 
and therefore you muſt improve ſamilie-advantages for the | 
performing of it. bi 
6. Put everyone fn your familles upon private prayer; 
Obſerve whether they do perform ſt; Get them the help 
of a form, ifchey need ir, till they areable ro go without 
Ir. Dire& them how to pray, by mInding them of their 
ſins, watits and mcrcies, the materials of prayer ; This 
Was oy praQtice of Joby, and of Jeſus, Lybe 117 1, 
2, OG Es 
7: Set up carechifing in your families, at the feaſt once 
every weck, Hire you no dread of the Almighty's charge 
that you ſhould teeci theſe things diligently to your childven, 
and talk of them as you fet inyour houſes, &c, Deur. 6.6, 1, 
8, 9. &14 11. 18, 19, 20. and train them xp in the wa 
wherezn tht ſhould go, Prev, 22. 6. the margin. Hath God 
ſo commended Abrabay, that he would teach bis childrt 
«nd houſhold, Gen. 18. 19, and that he hid many 3alfruft 
ed ſervants, Gen. 14. 14. ſce the margin, and piven ſuch! 
promife ro him thereupon 3 and will not you put 1D for: 
ſhare, nelitber in the praiſe, nor the promiſe? Hath Chiilt 
honoured catechifing with his preſence, Lukr 2. 46. and 
will you not own it with your prattice? Say nor, they 
are careleſs, and will not learns  Whar have you your 
aurhoricle for, if not to uſe-it for God, and the good of 
their ſouls? You will call them vp, and force them todo; 
your work, 'and ſhould Fou not at leaf} be as zealous 10 
putting them upon God®s work? Say nor, they are dull,and 
are not cepable:; If they be dull, God requires of you the 
more pains, and patience; bur ſo dull as they are, youll 
make chem to learn haw to work; and cari they notleatl 
as well how to live? Are they capable of rhe mytteries0| 
of your trade, ard are they not capable of the plain prin? 
ciples of Religion? Well,av ever you would fce the grow! 
of Religion, the cure of ignorance, the remedy of prone! 
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through with this duty; | 

Will you anſwer the calls of diyine providence ? Would 
you remove the incumbent, or prevent the impending ca- 
lamities ? Would you plant purſcries for the Church of 
Would you that God ? fhould build your houſes, 


and bleſs your ſubſtance ? Would you that your children q 


ſhould bleſs you, rhat your ſervants ſhould bleſs you 2 
Oh then ſet up piety in your famllies, as ever you would fe 
bleſſed, or be a bleſling : Let your hearts and your hovſzs 
be the remples of the living God , in which his worſhip 
( according to all the fore-mentloned direQions ) may be, 
with confiancy, reyverendiy performed. Prov, 29. t. | 
Ht thet bring oftenreproved, hardutth bis nech, (hall ſuddin- | 
ly be deſtrozed, and that without remedy. On, be wiſe la\ | 
time, tha; you be not miſerable to eternity, | 


Divers 
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* neſs, the downfall of ertour, fulfil you my joy In going 
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1 Divers Pratical Caſes of Conſcience Sa- 
tisfaQorily Reſolved, 


I, Wheretn ſhwld Chriſtians be ſingular in their Obedience ; or 
what may they, and muſt they dy me than others ? 


1 "ay may and muſt a Chriſtian be and «9 that he may pleaſe 
0a 5 ; 


III. Whether any man is able in this life to come up to the Exe 


ne of Chriſt in this, to do always thoſe things that pleaſe 
"$7 


IV. What wearineſs in, and unwillingneſs to duties, mayſtand- 
with grace, and what nit ? , 
| To which are added ſome 
COUNSELS and CORDIALS. 
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CHAP, Hh 
Tht ſingular Duties of Chr5Rzans: 
1, Caſe of Conſcience 
on Met, 5. 45: 
wht do Jou more than dthers? 


(5 


9: 1. XV XK Herein ſhould Chriſtians be fingular In thele_ | 
f © Vw Odcdicnce? Or what may they, and muſt | 
they do more than others ? | 


A. Take the Anſwcr jo theſe 15 Ryles, containing the Y 


ChariRer and Compaſs of a Chiiſhian, | 
Rule I. Heartily to love them thar ſlight you, and to. 


wiſh and ſeck the good of thoſe that hate you, and ſeekra F 


bure you: This is the verie thipg urged In the Tex! If. 


Jax ſaluie your brethren only , and love them that lovt Jons 


de. not even the Pablicans the ſame? Mat, $4 44, 46: TON 


H4 love. 


nm rn, Meth Is 


Divers Pratical Caſes of Conſcience. Sa- 
tisfacorily Reſolved. 


I, Wheretn ſhuld Chriſtians be ſingular in their Obedience ; or- 
what may they, and muſt they dy» mnre than others ? 
I alry may and muſt a Chriſtian be and «ds that he may pleaſe 
od ? | 
II. Whether any man is able in this life to come up to the Ex= 


any of Chriſt in this, to do always thoſe things that pleaſe 
e 0 .* b 


IV. What wearineſs in, and unwillingneſs to duties, mayſtand. 
with grace, and what nat ? _ 
To which are added ſome 


COUNSELS and CORDIALS. 
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CHAP, hb, 
The ſingular Duties of Chr3Rznns: 
1. Caſe of Conſcience 
on Met, 5. 45: 
wht do J0u Wore than dthers? 
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* + 9: x, J K. 7 Herein ſhould Chriftiens be fingular In thele B 
: Vw Ocdience? Or what may they, and muſt 
they do more than others ? : | 
A. Take the Anſwer jo theſe 15 Ryles, containing the 
ChariRer and Compaſs of a Chilikian. "oY 
Rule I. Heartlly to love them thar ſlight you, and to. 


wiſh and ſeck the good of thoſe that hate you, and ſeckra F 


bure you: This 1s the verie thipg urged In the Tex! If | 


Jax ſalute your brechren only , end love them that love Jos 


Gs. not even the Publicans the ſame? Mat, 54 44, 46 To- 
TS Oo H4 love. F 
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. carcle jr in the world; When Religion is In faſhion, eve« 


2 Caſes of Conſcience EY 

Jove them that do reſpe& and value us, this every. on 
can do: bur to love them truly thar ihink meadly of us; 
and have pitjudices and hard thoughts agiinfi us, and 


ſpezk well of them that ſpeak evil of us ( as the (ſweetſpl} 


rited Calvin, ) Let Luther call me Dog or Devil, I will (q 
of him neveriheſcls,, he is a precious ſervant of Chriſt 
Jeſus, This. is ro do more than others, Thus the Mar. 


tyr Cranmer, of whom It was a Proverb ( Do the Biſhop} 
of Canterbury a diſpleaſure, ard you ſhail ever have hin 
your Friend, ) Thus that holy man, in hls much to he 
- admired parting words, (1 had never aty greater ple 


ſuce in all my life than to torger and forgive Injuries, and 


to ſhew kindneſs ro them thar ſought evil to me.) Study] 


who have offended you, and diſobliged you, and flighted 
you, and keep-up good thoughts of them, ( If the caſe wlll 


bear fr ) and ſpeak nothing bur good of them, and think] 
- what kindneſs you may ſhew them 3 pray for them, wil 
well to them, ſo (hail ye be the Chilaren of your Fatber which 


3s in Heaven, Mar. 5.45. 
Rule IT, To (wim againſt the fiream of the multitude; 
The dead fiſh will (wim with, but the living againſt the 


fiream! Many will turn Jews when whelr intereſt will 


ry one will be foit ; But ro bear head agiinft rhe current 
of the the times, and to be far firi& Godlineſs In all your 
ways, when the flream rans quite againſt fr co bear it 
down, and to reſolve as David did, to be yet more vile; 
this is to be, and fo do more than others. The Sem 
YT3LERsS will needs be Jaws when Alexander favours and helps 


thee, bur when Antiechxs bloodily rages agaloti them, 


{ as in the time of the Meccabers ) then they will be none ( 


of the kin, bur pretend thewlclves ro be of another flock, . 


alterwards between the Jews and them.) But to be fit 
gular in your good choice abd refoluttons , with oſſxd 
though all (bould vote againſt you with one conſent;& with 
No# to be perie& in our generations, when never [0 & 
dulterous, and to walk with God when all fleth have core 


| rupted their ways, and tread a contrary courſe, this Is to 


do more than others» Thus che three Children, or rather 


the three Champions { who would nor fear the flours of 


the | 


(which by the way, was the reaſon of the deadlic hatred | 


et nts nina 
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| Jadiciouſly Reſolved. © 
the multitude, nor the frowns of the great ones, nor the 
charge of fingularity, bur when all the Princes , Gover. 
pours, Caprains, Counſellors, Sheriff, and all the People, 


| Nations and Languages fell down and worſhipped, they 


flood by themſelves, and would nor (infully comply, Dare : | 
$+ 31.7» If. | £5 
Rule IN. To rake moft care of that which is moſt our 


_ of fight. A Chriſtians eye is moft on the things leaſt ſeen; 


firſt upon his hearr, herein he doth exceed the righreouſ- 
neſs of the Phariſees, whoſe great care was to keep allfair 
and clean that came to view, butlooked no farther: Mike 
great conſcience of your carriage In ſecret, and ler your 
main guard be apon} your hearts, and this will be more 
than others reach ro. This was Paxls care, to keep his 
Conſcience, his inſide clean and undefiled, As 24. 16: 
And Fobs care, that thqugh all the world did reproach 
him, he might not pur. a reproach in the mouth of his 
Conſclerice, Feb 27. 6: and Davids care that hls heart 


' mſpht be ciean. 2. #wpon bis hope. Orhers Jook ro the things 


ſeen, things in hand : bur the true Belicyer cyes his 
hopes, walks by f«itb,nor by fight; and lives a quire dife 
ferent life from any others in the world, befides : As living 
upon the hopes of Hezven, doth difference from living on 
the pleaſures, profits, and hours of the world. 

Rule IV. To be merciful to others failings, and wry ſeruere 
to 6%y own, The Noble Rowan Cats could more cafily 
forgive any than himſelf. . To aggravite our own evils.and 
to have an excule ready for cvr brothers, and ro cenſore 
Our (elves freely, and ro come with the manile behind us 
to cover our brother, this '!s ro do more than others. The 
Hypocrire is a cenſurer abroad:he is like the eye thar can (ze 
any thing but Ir ſe)f ; he can diſcern a moat fn hls brothers 
eye, but nor a beam in his own. Bar rhe (ervine of God 
rebukes others with meckneſs, but falls our cafily and bira 
terly with himſelf. | 
 Rvle V.. To ſoffer rather than to ſin. This was Moſes 
choice, bur the hypocrites Is quite contrary : he chooſerh 
talquity rether than affii4ion, To go fo far with Chriſt as 
Our way Iles rogether, is to do nv more chin an vn\ ound 
Profeſſor may reach to: The Tryal is when Chriſt's Inferett 
and ours do croſs; and we muſt either baulk our duty, or 
be: Hs our 


@.- = FIRM 


| || zhe Croſs. When others be diſcouraged at the news of hard- | 
| flip; as that forward and {eemingly reſolved Diſciple ; of 


I Whenwethall Take pleaſure 3n infirmities,in ;ribuletions, and 


W74 ww Caſts of Conſeienee 
|] our ſafety and advantage, The famous Martyr under Jy: 
lien, would not glve on half pcny towards the buflding of 
the Idols Temple, rhough he was offcred his life by the | 
||| Emperour on thoſe terms. The Godly High Pricſt Eleazer; 
||]. when the Nobles derſwaded him to cat other: mear under 
calonr of (wines fleſh, and they would perſwade the King 
Antiochxs that he had catenſwines fleſh,would die rather 
than ſtain hls Profeſſion with the app:arance of evi\, When 
a. man ſhill ile in outward mifery and have a door of del 
verance. open, if he will but fin,and yer hewill not ac 

of it, as thoſe Worthies in Pax/s Martyrology; this is rodo 
more than others, Hth. 11. 36, ; 


Rule VI. To rejoce in lofits for Chriſt, and glory 21 tee | 


—— 


ſhall bz <ffznded as (oon as the Sun of perſecution is up, 


y23o)se that we are coxnted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name 
of Chriſt ; this Is ro do more than others. When the ſer- 
yants of God ſhill not only patiently and trixwphently un- 
dergo the Croſſes, rhat crak the breins, and brexk the 
hearts of others, and ſhike off the Viper withour re- 
celiving any hurt, when Pail and Silas hall fing io the 
Stocks, and the reſolved Marryrs ſhall embrace the Fagots, 
and kiſs the Stake : When the Viliane Pjz/por ſhall ſay of | 
his Priſon | in the judgment of the World we ee in Hill, but 
1 find in jt the ſweet conſolation of Hrevtn | 2nd the holy 
Bredjord, [ My Priſon is ſweeter to me then any Parlours thts 
«ny pleaſure 1 bave had 3 All my life. \ This is indeed to! 
excceds others, EN 
Rute VII. To be good when ſt (hell be evil jhoben of fit } 
ow labaxr. A Phariſiz wil do thoſe du:fes thac will gail 
applauſe with mer, but to take up with deſpiſed duiles, 
difgraceful duties, and with David to be religious, whe 
tr {hall reoder him ile; this-1s to do more than others 
The Philoſopher could ſay, It 7s noble indeed, for « m4 
todo well, whtn bt knows be ſhell hear ll for it. To take 
up Rcellglon witen every ons kicks It off,to ſtand up alooe 
with Zxther for the rruth, when the whole world Is goned 
wandering after the Whore. To have his hand agalaſi c- 
very man, and to bg (or Chrift with Ai3«24ſins ago 
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the whaſe Univerſe 3 this 1s indeed to do ſome Goenle | 


| thing. 


RuleVII. To ſirike 34 with Goa's intereſt when 3t 3s ſa{l- 
ing. Tojoyn our ſelves with the'Lords people, when it [s 
the weakeſt to eſpouſe their Intereſt with Moſes, when they 
were in deep ifflifion, Heb. 11. 25, 26, To own our 
ſelves to be ſome of them, undauntedly, when this way is 
eve; where ſpoken againſt; this Is to tread Antipodes to the 
courſe of this world. 

- Rule IN To be moſt cruel to the [in that is naturally moſt © 
die, The hypocrite hides his ſweet morſel under his 
tongue, = (parcy as ic were the fatteſt oſtheCatrelhe ſaith, 


' The Lord pardon his ſervant concerning this thing: But when 
- @rman fhzli off with his right hand, out with bis right eye, 


ſeive his 4bVj;4/om, 22 7oeb did, when he took three darzs 
2nd 5hcott thorow Hils heart thls is ro Jo more than others. 
The Gnccre Chriſtian is moſt angry with the fin of hig 
Temper, agaioft chis he alms the arrows of all hls prayers: 
Re bttps him from bis iniquity, he drives the whole herd of 
ſia before him, but eſpeciaily ſhoots ar, and fiogles our 
this ro run }t down. | | 

Ruſz RX, To live upon the divine promiſes when othtrs live 
aan therr poſi: /ſians, O-hers are all for what is in bexd, 
with them words are but windzthey cannot live upon them 
the promiſes are co chem & barren beath enddry breaſts: bus 
when we make the promſes our heritage, the ſtaff of our 
life, the life of our hearts, when the promiſes are the bor- 
tle we run to In all our fainting : and while others hope in 
their 7th, our hope is in the Word: This to do more 
than others, | 

Rule X1. To love that befi. and chooſe it ſooneft, which- 
doth croſs the Fleſh moſt The godly mans rule 5s to take: 
theſeif-denyal «j;de, lohe be (ure It be ſafe 3 when others 
ſtudy is to pleaſe themſeives, his Is ro curb himſelf: The life 
of others is a fl:(þ-pleefing, hi3a ſelf denying life : others joy 
, when they can gretifie themſelves, his, ( when he can ger 
Vittory outy himſelf ) 

Rule Xl, To be muſt hot in that wherein ſelf is leaſt cone 
cOned, Payl is meek as a Lamb under perſopal irjuries, 
I Cor, 4 12, Aiis 9. 16. But how is bls (pirit Rirred when 


Gad Iz diſhoncured ? A man of underſtanding bs of . cool 
PIrits 


n ag gs, 
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ns, and flartle at profs fiaring fins 3 but cf Ile fins he! 


the piccking rhe ears of corn en the ſebath-day, cr ihe} 


dread whar'God moſt hates + 


but to reſerve Jour 3/41 for the duties of moſt wright, To | 
_ tithe mjnr, and cuimamin, and negle& judgment, mercy 
. and falth, to bs zealous for humane Ceremonies, Ordl- 


Caſes of Conſcience os 
fpiri's that is in hls own concern: bur Moſes the meek] * 
waxes hat with indignation at the ſight of the Calf. Tohe| 


hor and forward !n thofe duties whete the ficſh's Intereftli} 1 


concerned, Is to do more than a Jthy, 2 Kings To. 16, 

Rule XI1IT. To meke & tyut conſcience of the leaſt ſins. but 
moſt conſcious of the greateſt, In one of theſe will the hy- 
Ppocrire be feund tardy- Ie may be he will fly from open 


makes |ittle confelencez This he allows of and connivg}- 
ate Or elſe he will be yery tender of /ztrle things, (cruple 


curiog of the fick. and firain ar the gnat; when he will]. 
in other things (wallow a Camel, devour widows, houſes, |. 
The fincere will indalge ro fin ; prieves for, groans under, | 
cries our feeliogly againſt his very infirmities £ bur moſt]. 


Rule XIV. To «allow oxy ſelves in the negleft of no auy, | 


nances and mens Tradirlons, and omfir the wejghtler mat- 
ters of the Law, is right the Phariſees guiſe, Mat. 23; 23: 
Mat. 15. 2. To eye both the Tablcs ro jJoyn ſweetly tos | 
cether morality and pleiy, to be punctual with men, but: 
five careleſs of God ; ro plve to Ciſer the things that are. 
Celsr*s, bur firſt to give to God the things that be Gods, 
this 1s ro do more than others. The fincere Chriſtian * 
Hath reſpe& to all Gods Comandements ; walks in all hls 
fia'wures: he is throvghout with God, bur he is moſt 
98g fa thoſe thiogs that lie next the hexre of Re { 
;gion, | 
Rule XV, To love your Reprovers, Hereln David doth 
more than Abb, ſee their contrary frames. 1 Kings 22. 8+ 
fal rar. 5 : 
Rule XVI. To ſubjeft all your wordly intereft to your Miz 
bers glory, and perform holy duties with holy cnps. and 
while others do their beſt aQions with earnal aims ; you 
muſt do your common. and civj ations wich heavenly 
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— 7udicouſly Reſolved, Wa; "2 
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olef Q Hiww me we brow whither wet bt, and do more than 
eftl1] qthtrs chat are unſound 2. | 


TAS, — 


F T1 full anſwer this Queſtion, by propounding efght 
« bu} queitions, ro yoo, beſceching you to retire to the moſt 
 Iy-} foemn and fri eximinations, and make confeience to 


Pen] pive a clear aniwer to theſe few In:errogetories and that 
s he} will reſolye the. Caſe, 
 Q. t Worn others do pick and chooſe, bave you reſpett to 
all Gods commandmente ? The Hipocrite may have grear 
| reſpett to the C-nfores, bur he hath lirtle ro the Coma 
| -mands of Rellzion : he is much for the priviledges and 
| promiſes : lictle for the precepts and duties : He is partial 
| tnthe Law . He whll rake bur hcrejand there where he 
| ikes and where Gorcsmmands will ſerve his intereſt, or 
- atleiſt will nor pinch too hard upon che fl-ſh. The ſound. 
Chrifiiin ſers all Gods commands nefore him : He eyes all 
his Copy : and heartliy defiogs aud ſtudies a rhroughour 
conformity : Hehath no ſtarting holes, no contrived hauz | 
- nts 3 nor doth he halr berwcen the Lord and Bae!; nor | 
ferve two Maſters : He doth nor fear rhe Laid and 
(etye other Gods. nor divides his ſervice between 
| God and Mammon bur he Is all for uniformity and 
entir:ly devoted to Gods ſervice and fear alone: He 
hath a good Conſclence willing in all things ro live honefi= 
ly, and doth cruly though nor perfeRly, forſake al] his 
ſins and keep 2ll his flatuges that ate known ro him ; Let 
me. therefore ask you two queſtlons, ( 1+ ) when others 
divide the Tables, do you ſweetly conioyn them in your 
pratice. The hypocrite may be Is jxſt and ſquare rowards 
men, bur follow him to hls family or eloſer, you ſhall 
find bur lirtle of God: His family is negle&ed, his ſoul 
is neple&ed : or ir may be helsa forward firſt table man, 
but you ſhall fizd him tardy In the ſecond, He will make 


[tz miny prayers and long prayers, yet make no conicience 
11-8 of devouring widows houſes» He 1» 2 great pretenderto 
ou 


piecy, but mean while negics iudgrent and mercy. 
ily The fincere jay all rogether; He is ſo fat eareful of juſtice f 
with men, that mean while he wil: nou negle& the firſt | 
"Y and great part of jJutlice, viz. To give God his nerd bs | 
GOL F! 


$ Caſes of Conſcience | "A 
doth juſtly, he loves mercy. tur withal walks humby| 
with God , He walketh fcoerly, with reſpe& to himſelf, | 5. 
righteoufly rowards iis neſghbour, and godly towards his} ©; 
Maker, He is not one of thoſe that are good only «| 
their knees, but yon. fha!l find him every where conſciens | 
' cus; you ſhall hare temperance at his Table, chaſiky 
and modeſily In his Behaviour, grace and trath, io hl; | | 
works Charl:y , fn bls deeds falrhfulaeſs, in his juſtice 
in his dealings, He doth not only ſeem to be Religion | p 
bur bridleth his rongue 3 He is nor only « goed Chriſtian, 
but 4 good Nighbbour, nor ovly « good man, byt « £004 Hite 
band, 4 good maſier, 4 dxtiful Child, « diligent andf aith. ' 
ful Servant, 4 good Syijelt, Toa word, he makes a great 
conſcience of diſcharging the duties of his relarions among 
men. (2. ) When others ſtick in ex:22x«/s, do you look 
to the ſpiritual part of every eommand, and principally 
mind the inwards and vita's of Relizion ? Do you notonlly 
make conſcience of performing duttes, but do you cerefuly. 
lock to the manner of performing of them and the ends. } | 
for which you do perform them, Do you not only make 
conſcience of open, bur of ſecrer fins 7? Do you abound 
above al in ſecret duties ? Do you keep a watch upon | 
your hearts, and make conſcience, not only of the gyols 
#&ts of ſin, but even of ſinful rhoughts, inclirattons and 
dilires ? and are grieved even with your very inficmirics 
and the corrupiulſpoſition of your natures, which you can- 
not help though you would ? 

Q, I. when others have their: reſerves in clofing with 
Chi Do you give up «ll to bim entirely? Have you 
taken Chriſt not hand over hexd, but deliberately, wnders 
fiandingly, firing down fi;ft, and counting the coſt? t 
Have you not ſecret reſerves for your own calc, fafety, 
elites; eſieem on ſome beloyed fin? Hive you upon 
ſolemn conſideration 2ccepred Chrift- as the Lord your 
righteouineſs, for better for worſe, for all changes of rimes | 
and conditions ? torun all hazards with him, and to take 
your lor with him fallas ft wiil ? 

Q. II. #hen others dre for @ little of Religion by tbe by, 
as Jou mike Religion your buſineſs} Do you not par ff God 
with the worlds leavings? and ſerve him when you are 
at leiſure ? oaufl gar God fland by, while the world Is 
firſt ſeryed ? And are got your ſouls the leaſt of your cares? 


| 


7s ciexſly Reſolved, 


| And put off whh ſ:me by ſcraps, and ends of PR Wh, 
"| I Religion your Trade, and your Converſaclon ln Heaz 
| ven? Do you walk with God ? Or have you only now 
| and then @ turn with him? Wanen you have ended your 
"| prayers, is there an end of your Religion riil you come 


w them again ? Or do you carry. on a deſign of R:}igion 
throughout your whole courſe? Have you only a 11it of 
Religion at the ouifide cf the peice? Or is the Woof of 
Religion woven intro the whole cloath? Intro heart and 
tife Imo your difcourfe and trades and tables ? Do you 
firſt ſeek the kingdom of Ged axp the Rightrox|nefs thereef? 


| b it the chief care of your lives, that God be (ſerved, 


and-your ſouls be ſaved? and js this the one thing nece- 

flary with you that yot chlfly mind, and are moſt folicir- 

ous about? Do your very hearts fay with David, oxe 
ing have 1 arfi'ed of the Lord, that 1 will ſee after, 

Ce 

QIV-h!s others eve for the wages ofReligion,avt you for the- 
work of Religion? Can you ſay with Divid, I have choſen thy. 
Precepts ? Doyou hearts come off ſreely in this choice ? 
Hid you rather be holy than otherwiſe, if you were ar 
your choife? Had you pathar be Gods ſervant, and live 
at his command, than at your own luſts} Do you count 


the Laws of Chrift your heritzge or rather do you got 
count them your bondage? Do you chooſe pot obly.. the 
"wages of righteouſneſs, but the weys of righreouſneſs ? 


Are Gods Commandments your Delight } And are the 
ſweeteff boxrs of your lives the hours you ſpend with him ? 


| Do you never enjoy Four ſelves ſo much as. when you moſt i 


epjoy God ? Is hls ſerviice the greateſt comfort, and Is )t |j| 
meat and drink to you to do his will, (unlcfs when you || 
are not Your ſelves [n the time of remptation or deſertion? || 
1 Do you make uſe of holy dutles only as wen Co of phy= }| 
lick, when they are illat caſe, whep Conſcience lall eth, I} 
or affition ſtings, as ic were, to covjure down the frighr- || 
ful furies ? Or to pacifie-God, that he may nor hart you ? {| 
Or clſe do you ouſe them as your dally bread, and the Þ 
very fiaff of your life, and means of yorr comforts Fl 
Q. V. when others are for the chrap and tafie 12118308, {ii 
&1e Jou for [eiſ-denjal ? When others, are for the Religion | 


| that will ferye them beſt, arc you for rhat which will} 


a" — — 
| ferve God beſt? When others are,all upon the (paring | 


hand, and-will fpare what may be ſpared, and fludy how | 
they my belt (aye charges in golog ta Heaven, are you | 


Caſes of Conſefence © h 


Princ:lv ſpirits, to reſolve not to (erve the Lord with 


that which will coft you nothing? fs your courſe of Relis | nj 


glou'tuch as doth pur your fleſh to jr, and cros and curh= 
its detices, or do you love to give it what it craves, and 


ſuffer it to cake its own way? Have you no enemy you * 
dread ſo much as lelſ? D3. you hamper and pleaſe it and 


make proviſion for it? or do you pray and watch agalnſt 
ir, aud grive for its anhappy infirmitles in your a&lons? 
And had rather thanall the world that this enemy were uts 
der your feet. 


Q. Vi, when others are for no more of Religion than nitds 


Ru, cre Jon for the httght of Religion ? The Hypocrite | 


(as one well ) is very inquifitive what ls the loweſt pitch 
that a man may have, and go to Heaven, and upon -this 


deſing, If he could find bur this he would look no farther: 


Bur the fincere Chriſtian, though ſatisfied thar his ſtate 
is (ure, will ceſt in no arralnments In grace, bur reaches 
forward and preſſes on, If Ic were poſlivle, to attain to 
the refurreton of the dead. He that doth not deſire, and 
difign, end endeavour ptrſefiion, never ytt came up ro finca 
trity. A crae belivers difice belineſs for holineſs ſake, and 
therefore 1s ſet upon perſeiiing bolinelſs ; Others defire {t 

E43s only for heavens ſake, atid therefore are 
* And they heve only for ſa much as will bear their chare 
& falſe notion of | ges thitherz others make uſe of holline(- 
Neaven it ſelf only 2s a bridge to Hzaven, and there, 
elſe they might fore are (or nv more than will juſt ſerve 
quſtly defore 3t, their eurn, The trac belleyer hath 2 
&s the end of holy nature, and thejefore ho'lneſs is 
theiv preſent ho- his element and natural employment 
Jeneſs. it breng and he muſt necds defire holineſs in 
the frxitzon of Its heighr, becauſe every nature reaches 
God in perjefs afrer perfeRion in 16 kind : rhe Godly 
bolineſs defiresnor holineſs becauſe it 's the way 
to Heaven bur he loves Hezven the /berrer for the 


holy way thar leadsto It, and for the perfe & holinezowhich 
z there, 


(x 


Q. VII. when others are all for the Salvation of Chrifh, 
&7 


—< Ss 


CT EEG 


— 


Indiciouſly Keſolved. - 12 % 


| ere you 4s tyaly for Santtifieation of Chrif? Do you take 
Chrift as God offers him with all his offices and benefics 
"tobe both a Prince and a Saviour, to give you repentance 


3s well as remiffian of fins? Are you willing of the dome 
ſnion of Cbriſt, as weel as diliverance by chriſt ? Do 
you count his laws your liberty?His government not your 
bondage but your priviiedge?Hls ſervice your freedom? Do 


*. you cloſe with his burden, as well as his benefites? Do 
| you goin Chriſts ways,as IoJives or Fatters?Or do you run 


with enlargement of heart, delight orreal willingneſs ? 

Q. VLil. when others do make ſelj their end, do you ſet up - 
God above &il a5 Jorr higheſt end The hypocrite doth the 
ſame duties wich the Godly , but with different ends : 
He eats for himſeif and fafts for himſeif,and prayers. with 
no better than felf. ends, and therefore Is rcejeAed, Now 
k it your great deſign in yonr whole courſe to glorifie 


' God and enjoy God ? Do you. count this your whole buſi. 


neſs and bleſſedneſs 7? Do you make other © buff- 
neſs co ſtoop to this? Other Intereſt ro yeild to this ? 
Do your fouls breath after this above all worldly 
good that Chrift may be magnified In you ? Do you 
count your name and your eſtate as loſs, and the 
delights of ſenſe but puddiewater in compariſon of Chrifi 2 
If Conſcience give a comfortable and clezr anfwer tothefe 
Queſtions, go in- peace : Bleſſed are you of the Lojde 
God Is your Friend ; Heaven is your Heritage, The 


| Promiſes are your Portlon«Chrift is yours,all Is yours, for 


he thar doch theſe chings ſhall never be moyed, Pſal.15 5 


A N:ceſſary Caſe on 
| 1 Tatſ 4s I. 
H, WW Hat may, and mult a Chriſtian be,and do, that 
''c may pleaſe God T 
A.To Jikr pleaſing ofGod ſomething is neceſiery as to Jour 
perſons 81 eſlate*, and ſomtthing a5 90u" prtjor mance and aftrs 
Firſt, Ay to your Perſons 2nd Eſftatcs, it is nec-flary in 


H— tt. «4s 


* general, char you ve In a State of Reconciliacion with G:d: 


If you would walk worthy of the Lotd wiro All ple +ting, 
you mutt firtt be Friends wi-h him, for how cav two walk 
topetiie! ©XccPt 1he1 be agreed? Ger the contioverfie tas 


kenup be:ween God and thee, and chen thou ſhale with Le= I 


vi, w4ik with Godin ptact. Lebour to ger, the breaches 


made np, to have the 


a kurt Meſſage js thar to impenitent fianers, Mel. 1.10, Gall neſs, ! 


the fooliſh ſhal-not ſtand fn his Gght: he hateth all the 


_ ” 
—  — 
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| - thou keepeſt thins iniqulile 1a thine hands, Haigh 116,17, 


enmity f}:}n,to have divine dilplatyg, GC 
iure removed tl] thy pardon be obtained, and thy pagaway 
made, nothing thou canſt do will pleaſe God, he will Who t 
angry wich thy perſon, aud angry with thy prayers: Whilnade 


cannot take pleaſure in their perſons; [. I þ«ve 10 pleaſyl with 
in Jos ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ) nor in any of their perfor | put 0! 
ances ; [" neiiher will 1 accept enoffering at your hand. ] il 2. 
profeſſeth that hls ſoul had no delight in them, and reljy Fl 
them thar they are unto him &s « veſſel wherein there 35 m| Thel 
pleaſure, Gen. 22. 28, It's the modeſt exprefſi>n of tha] hut | 
Veſſel into which Nature empties fr (elf, Come fa then,| Chr! 
and touch the golden Sceptre, yield ro mercy, kifs the] gnoc 
$97), rcfign to Chriſt 3 accept: of the Peace rendered youin\ had 
the Word of R-conciliation, and then God will be frienk| na 
(_ more particularly, ) tha: you may be jn a State of Recots | fige 
cillarfoo, and fo in a capacity of pleaſing God, you muſt} 

follow chefe dire&ions. -  oul 

1. Pat off every fin: Tr is your iniquity that ſeparaterk | 

between you aud your God, this is the make bate. Ifrhou | 
wouldeſt haye God pleaſed , turn every fin ont ofdoory; 
pluck it out, caſt it from thee s 1t thox regard iniquityin 
thine brart, God will not hear ehbee, nor regard thee, Plal, | 
66. 1. If thou art of them that have pleaſure In parighteouþ 
eſs, the Lord hathno pleaſure in thee, He bs nor a God that 
hath pleaſure fn wickedneſs, evil fhal not dwell with him s 


workers of iniquity. Sec that thou abandon ererie fin that 
theu knoweſt, ſpare nor one Agee, not a right eye, not an 
Herodigs: for then God wlll nor (pure theez Give the Dat- 
Ilog ef thy boſom a Bill of divorce, (iy to all thy Idols, gtt 
thet h:nce. God will notlook to that man, that looks piece . 
ſantly upon any fin; The j:zlous God will nor endure 

ro les th:e hankering on the harlots l3ps, embraces 
log any fin with delight, Hz will not bear it, to (ee 
thee (mile pon any fin.He holds thee for « Tra:tor ro his | 
Crown, If thou willingly herbour hls Enemy. Though thou | 
be very diligeur fo God's (ervice, and prefcnteſt him with | 
mult-ude$of Sacrifices, and many Prayers, he wiii be plea» | 
(ed with nothing,bu: hide his Face and Rop his Ears, whilſt 


184 


Hplatza, God will not amicably treat wh them that will nor pur 
Pergfaway the evil of theſe loings. Qlock into thine hands, look 
vill ffpro thine hearty look Toto thine houſe! into thy ſhop ! thy 
Whiſltrade | thy callivg 1 ſee If there be nor ſome way of wicked- 
, Gall neſs, that thouart found In, Then canft not have peace 
eaſnl with God, nor he pleaſure in thee, till this be removed; 
forn] pat off therefore the Old Man with his deeds, 

] MM 2, Pxt on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom, 13. 
Y Firſt, The red Robe of bis Righttonfnils for juſtificaitons 
1 th] TheLord will never giye thee a good look, nor a good word 
tha] but ſn Chriftz He is a revengling, a conſumlog fire our of 
hen | Chriſt, but ger ov bis Robes, and he wii be well pleaſed. 
the] gnoch had this reſtimonie that he pleaſed God ; but Chrfft 
u in| had much more, that God was well pleaſed with ſinners, 
4] In and for him. Away with theſe rags, and with theſe 
00 | fige leaves, How can the righteous ſoul of God but abhor 
uſt} you, whilſt in the menſtruous cloaths of your own righte- 
 oufneſs? Dare nor to come to God bur with Chriſt in your 
eh | Arms 3 Approach him rot but In the garments of your ct 
ou | der Brother, leſt you carry away the curſe. Foſbu#'s filthy 
ſ7; | garments muſt be pur off, and Chriſts Ralmenr put on : os 
in | elſe thiere is no ſtanding before the bright and burning 
: eycs of Infialte holineſs. Put on the Lord Jeſus In believ« 
at 


| Ingy that fs, accepr of him In all his Offices, with all his 
Inconverlences, and deliver up thy ſelf to him : and chfs 
will inti:le thee to his merits, and righteouſneſs: Wirhour 
e | this notbſug willavail. If thy head were waters, and thine 
C ,| eyes a fountain of tears, if thou ſhouldſt wear thy tongue to 
the roots with praying, if thou ſhouldſt weep an Ocean, 
* | and waſh thy ſelf in thine own brine; all could not get our 
' 4 one ſpot: Nothing can be accepted while thou art cur of 
bY Chriſt; and therefore In the fi;ft place apply thy ſelfto 
him, God wili accept of no gif: but of his Altar. 

2ly, The white Robe of his Grace of: Sanfification, Rev. 
$+ IT, Thou that arc io th+ f:h_ that is, unrenewed, ug- 
| lanRified, canfi not pleaſe Goa, Bow. 8. 8. never think 
| tOmake vp the matier by a little mending and reforming par- 
| ticular AQs; M+n,.thy heart muſt be renewed hy flate 

muſt be clean altered, or God carinot be pleatet, Matth, 
I6. 19, 18, The Tree muſt be made good, the Fountain 


muſt be healed, or clſc the fircam will be (alt and the frufe 
. LOWETs 


OY%s& © Curiſcnſint 


ll) wWithal, and doth (o ſuperlatively commend, Cax. 4. 9) #| 


| 45- 9, 3« Therefore as the Ele& of God Is holy and-beloy: 6 
\ | off all theſe, ezgtr, wrath, malice, filthy communicaciongtnl he 


| commend to you ſome ſpeclal graces which Go4 doth mw| © 


| 
Y © eptcd or (aved, Mat. 18, 3. Here is the drefs that you | 


ſower. If Chriſt be once formed In thee, that is,his Imay. 

In his grace : Likenefs [s rhe ground of Love : Simllirg gelcet 
and (aitableneſs of Nature. Is the load fione of AﬀeAiniMÞit 
God cannot but iove his own likeneſs : wouldfſi thou hg! | 


| ' his Favour? Wouldft thou be his delight ? Then confonſ699 
| to his pleaſure, ſlady to be like him, purifie thy (elfaſ# "9! 
| f he is pure, Therighteous Lord loveth righteouſceſs ; hI3% 


defirech truth in the Inward parts, and takes ſafinlte en 


ſt! phacency in the graces of his people, Theſe are the Spikſ® 


nard 2nd. Saffron, the Spices,the Beds of Lillies: the (wee $1 
Oyntments that Chriſt is ſo raken up with : Theſe areth pit! 
Cinamon and the Trees of Franklncenſe ; the Calamus ail W*! 
and Camphire, the Myrrhe and the Aloes + the Chaſns q 
the Neck, and the precious Pearls that he is ſo be raviſhe 


This is the Ralment of Needle. work and Gold of Ophiy ml 
wherela the Queen |s preſented to her Royal HusbandzPſd] {1 


ed, Col. 5, 12, 13, Put ye on bowtls bf mercy, kindne(s,pa\ v 


Put On the utw Man, Col. 3. 9, 10. Particularly, let me w 


nifeſt himſelf ro be wonderfully pleaſed withal, As evet| \ 
you would pleafe God ger on thefe, Ie 

I. Br cloathed with Humility, 1 Pet. 5. 5. This tha] 
G arment which muſt be put on, or elſe you cannot be ac- | 


| Mmufit come co God in, He muſt be ſery'd in humility of | 
| mind, As 20. 14.Y >u muſt humble your ſelyes co walk 
with him, Mic. 6.8. Humllity is a plain, bur yer a come 

ly Garmeat. Tihls grace doh eminently: honour God z and ? 

| therefore God doch pur a peculiar honourupon, and matte 

| feſta mo# ſpecial delight, in this. Of all the men-lo the 

| world ris i4 the man that God will lnok unto; eyen he 
that is poor «nd of a contrite (pirtt, thar cr<mbleth ar hls 

| Ward, iſe. 65, 2. Though he be the high and loſty One 

| who lahivl.cih Kcfernicy, whoſe Name ts Holy: From whence 
ſ| the cremb/i;iy foul is ready tro conclude, that ſurely ſuch 4 
| 
| 
{| 
| 


f-:rtul Mijafty canoo: bur deſpiſe him; ſuch fin hating 

Puri y can! bur abhor him : yerhe will lay ( Tſe. 47415) 

aſide hls M-jefty and bear with mans impurity, _— 
eſce 


s Ima Zuni cionfly riſelved, rs 
lia aeſcend to moſt familiar ana conft-nt communion and co« 
-aſhabſration with his poor duſt, when con:rite at his feet, 
2u hadand profirate in humility, It thou woul4ft be accepted of 
2nfoal60d, come as Benbadeds ſervants ro the King of 1ſr-el, with 
ſeify}a rop about thy neck, and aſhes on thy head, 1 Kings 20: 
s ; 22. thick meanly on thy ſelf, and God will honour thee, 

* con$150w. 2. 30. Put thy (elf fu the loweſt rooms, and God 
Spike will fer chee higher. B- little 1n thine own eyes, and thou 
ſeg halt be high in his. A prond heart and a proud look is 
with God the firſt born of abomination : As ever thou 
wouldfi have God well-pleated with thee, be throvghly 
diſpleaſed with thy ſelf: If thou doft throvghly loath thy 
{hed| ſelf, God doth love thee, Tf thou abhorref} thy (:If, God 
4: 9 delighreth in thee, Be angry with thy ſelf, and the Alz 
his | mighty will turn away hls anger from thee : Condemn thy 
4Pſy] ſelf, and God will acquit thee. In no wiſe cxrenuare thy 
eloy. | ins oor juftifie chy ſelf, Think the worfe of thy (elf, and 
pe} be wiiling char others ſhould think mecanly of thee, and 
\ea{| heartily love rhem thar fight thee, This is the frame fn 
- me} Which Go'i is well-pleaſed ; paſs ſentence on thy ſelf, and 
mz. | God will abſolve thee : Set thy ſelf at his foot flool,and he 
ver | WILL life thee up Into the Throne, Rev. 2. 

I. Leboxr for fancerity. This 15 not 2 diſtin grace from 
ſs4 | the reſt, yer for DoGrine ſake 1 ſpeak to ir diſtiotly, wp- 
2c- | Yightneſs is the grear thing that GoJ looks after, and cove- 
'ou | Dants for, Gen 19. 1; It renders all our perſons and per- 
of | formances acceptable before God, Prov. 15. 8. Suchas are 
ik | vprightin the way are God's delight, Prov. 11. 20. To 
ce | theſe are all the promiſes of peace, Salvation, Pardon, 
id } Preſervation, Biefſcdneſs, Pſa! 87. 10. In a Word, there 
je | 1s n0 good thing God will with bold from them that walk up» 
e | Tightly, Prov. 28. 10, This was Noah's praiſe, that be was 
e | wright in bis generation. This was that which ſeroff ob 


1 | majn ſtate. Let your great care be your hearts ; Here fs ji 


REN 
| ah 


js | at ſuch a rate tbat God doth ſo extol him for, and as it || 
e | Were make his boaſt of him ; the ſingular ſincerity aud 1n- | 
tegricy ofhis heart, Study ro be wpright: ſee thar the man {ji 
| Hent of your hearts be to pleaſe God, and honour him: | 

That God's intereſt be vppermoſt with you : Thar he hath !| 
the chief ſhare in you and the eye of the ſou] be principal- ji 
- | Ilyrohim; for in this fincerity doth conſiſt, as ro your !| 


sf - 


16 Cars of Conſcimee | 
a Chriſtians great work. The Lord ſeeth not as manſeel}" "y 
for man lookerh on the oatward appearance, bur the Laillf; h 
looketh to. che heart; ſce therefore that thou look toil Þ 
Let thine eye be chi:fly there where God's eye is; ij Bt 
lookerh nor fo much what thou doft, as with what a heat Hef 
gothcnand do likewiſe, yer be not ſatisfied fo this, thal”* 
; youre upright 2s to your ſlates, but labour to appron 
your ſelves in uprightneſs to God ia your particular aRior 6Þ 
Do common, 2s well as ſpiritual a&lons with holy end B 
Much of our jives are lofi for want of this, So much is dong 2.1 
for God , ofhis ſirange grace he accounts himſelf ou 
debror. Bur what 1s done for no higher end than ſelf,]s lofi 
from our xccount, | 1 FU 
HL. Pit on « ſpirit of Z:al and aftivity. How wonder: Ti 
fully Is God pleaſed with Phinees Zeal, Num. 25 It, 12] 4, 
13 What agreat approbation doth he manlfeſt of him!] 
Whar aitefiation doth he give to him? He is (o grealk| 
pleaſed whth his Z-alous appearance of him, thar he turai|} 
away his dHfpleaſure from the whole congregation of Ifeth] ,. 
and overlooks cheir crimſon provocations againſt him. On] ,; 
the contrary, there isnothirg that God js more diſpleaſed|,, 
with than the remiincls avd Iifeleſnefs, and Indiffcrency k 
InReligion. The Luke- warm water js not a greater offence ||, 
tothe ſtowach; then the lukes warm Profeſſor Is ro God; |} 
And therefore he will ſpuc ſuch a one eur of his mouth, || 


' 


ln C 


Rev. 3. 16, Chrifitans, where is your Z:al for the Lord 

of Hoſts ? Chriit: redeemed muſt be Z:4)0us of good works 

Tit. 2. 14. nor {152;hful in bufinels, bur fervent in ſpirit, | 
ſerving the Lord, As 18, 24: Rom. 12.11, Aﬀs 26:6, || 
5. inftantly night and day for che hope of the promiſe ? Do. | 
'Not oBly that which is right is che ſight of che Lord: but 
do Irwirh zil your hearrzthe Lord loveth a whilng fervant: 
-Beſtir your ſclves for the Lord. Be ve followers of Chrift, | 


who went up and down dolng good, Every Chrifilan ſhould | 
be a common bleſfing; a publick good. This is to be the 
children of yoar Father, which js in Hesven, who is good | 
unto all, and his tender mercics are over all his works;And 
be (ure the Farher doth beſt love tharchild that is moſtlike 
him. A private narrow ſpirit 4s a low and a baſe fpirit, un- 
worthy ofa Chriſtian. A Catholick commanſcative fpiglt 
ls full of great defires, and great deſigns, A large heart g 

goo b va 6&6 —_— 


Judiciou Ty Reſolved 17 

{eoj|8p0D doing good, whoſe fire rnough ever hotteſt within, 
Lo will be breaking forth of b[s breaſt avd provoking others , 
"Whoſe love will not bz confined to a party, but gladlyand 
ON tankfully ownech Chriſt wherever he (ces him. This Ca» 
he Aiholick ſpirit, I (zy, is the glory of Religion, the Churches 
thal Bleſſing. and Gois delight. eds 

IV. Live by Faith, H:b. 10,38. This is a prectous grace 
ogy Gods account, 2 Pet. 1 1, 1 Pet. 1.7. It giveth glory 


o 


"to God, and therefore God takech nov ſmall pleaſure in ir, 
by Fzith Enoch obtalns that teſilmony that he pleaſed God, 


how. 4.20 Hib, 11.5. 2 Cor, 4.18. Ht0.11s 39. Met. B. 


| "10, 1M, If you would ſo waik as to pleaſe God, you muſt 
$10 alk by Eaich. Chiifiians moſt look corhe rhings unſeen; 
ER they muſt not live ar the common rare Ch:1!t muſt be thele 
Fife and breath, their proyer and their promiſes , their 
I | ally bread. By Faith did the Eilers obcain that good re- 
"| port : *rwas Faith char Ghrift was ſogreatly raken with in 
the Centurion, which made him to commend him for a 
IN ſuch, This wasthart which won ſuch a fingalar praife 
ſ a and approbatton from our Saviour to the woman of Canke 
* - 4 (815 even her vitorions Faith. Met. 15. 28, Thou haſt 
aed] ren eway my heart, my (ifter, my ſpouſe, thou haſt ra- 
**1| ken away my heart with one of thine eyes, Cans 4. 9: that 
*** [with thy Faith, Live in the Faith, and thou wilt pleaſe 
9d; | im to the heart, give Glory to him by believing. Let the 
uth, life thou now liveſt in the Fleſh be by the Falih of the Son 
of God ; Faith as one well ſays, Is rhe Navel of Morality, 
Live by Faith in ProSþ:rity : though thou hait the world 
irit, abour thee, let ir tor be aboye chee : Reep it at thy feet, 
uſe lr 25 thy ſervant: Be much fn the views of Glory &econe 
| tewplation ofE:ernitty:Buy as though thou poiſe NlefinorRe 
Joke axthough thou rejoicef} not Joveas though thou loveſt 
i noruſe this world as not abuſiagit It {4 bur afaghion-not a ſab» 
"5 | ance, and that which lc is paſſed away, 1 Cor. 9. 39, g's 
Uſe it therefore with mortified effec Rions, and prove the 
— fircerity of your faith by the vi&ory over your inordinare 
var Content and delight in and deſires after, and carcs for he 
dC | things of this world, 1 74bn $. g: ; 
Live by Faich in adver{ity. Weep as though you wepr 
if | Bet, endiiilog the Croſs and deſpifing the Shame as look 
ſer | 98 utto Jeſus, Heb 124 2: Heb, 1), 26,gccountiog Crifis || 
iP OY reproaches Fl 


4 _ 


18 Caſes of Conſcience © "IF 
reproaches your riches, his ſhame your glory, As 5. 41, In 
Compare theſe light aff:&tons with the weight of glory | pu 
2 Cor, 4-17. Rom 8.18. Ply your hearts with the Promis| ye 
ſes. Count If you can ger the riches that are laid up in them,| hjr 
Roll your ſelves upon che Lord, Pſel, 37. 8. and know tha} 41 
yourHeavenlyFarher hath nogreater delighr,than to ſee hi] yy; 
Ch(ldren truft him with confidence, when all viſible helpy] yy 
are out of fight, and he ſeems to be their ene-my, 70013116 wi 
V. Pit on the ornament of 4 mth eod quiet ſpirit, this k| 
in the ſight of God « greet price. Study to be ( 1 Pet.3.3.)] yi 
like your Farher flawto anger, ready to forgive, Pſel.130, to 
1, 8. forgerring injurles, loving enemies, requiring ill-ulll 
with kindneſs, I!.words with courreſies, negle&s with be 
nefites: and If any wrong you,do him kindneſs the ſoon-| jþ 
er : (o fhal you bear hls likeneſs and be his delipghr. And] y; 
know ye that are ofunmortified pzſſions, and unbridled] 6 
tongues, Ged hath an eſpecial harred end Giſpleaſure@ 
gainft a frowerd beert, and a frowerd tongue, Prov. 3. 32, 
1. 20, 1. 12. 8, 12. Oh ſeek meekneſs, How c::; ci;e Holy 
Dore reft in a wrathful heart, Chriſt is a Lamb of meck-| 
neſs : how cat he rake pleafure in an unquiet conrentiow| 
ſpirit? Verily with the froward he will ſhew himſelf fro-] g 
ward, Pſel. 8. 26. If you will got forgive others, he wlll 
nor forgive yov. Art thou hard to be pleaſed, a frowarl| q 
Wife, a froward Maſter, a croſs and wilful Servant? Sure-| 
ly God will not be pleaſed with thee ; he will mete royal] þ 
as yon meaſure to others, Mat. 16, 24; | 
VI. Get « ſpirit of ſelf. denyal. God is then pleaſed beſt] 
when ſelf is diſpleaſed maſt, When we can be content to be y 
empty, conrent to be abaſed that Gad might be honoured, 
and with the Holy Baprift, are willing ro be eclipſed by[j 
Chrift; willing to decreaſe that he may encreaſe 3 counts] þ 
Iog our \-Ives no foſers whilſt his jntereſt is a gainer, JoMt| 

Y. 29, 30. rejoicing that we are made low for Chriſts ad- 
vaucemenc; This is well pleafing unto God ; How greatly] | 

was he pl-:i([ed with Solomon's (elf-denying cholce,and givei 
him hls asking, throwing In riches, and honour into the] , 
bargain 7 i Kings 3. 10, 11. 12. Strange was Abraben's ſell-| 1 
denſzl, What! to ſacrifice with his own hand,the whole| 
hope of his Family ! the Heir of Promiſe ! the Child of hls] | 
Years ! a Son! and only Son when hls life was bound p | 
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Judicionſly Reſolved. 197 bk 


|[n the lads Ife ! Was ever mocral thus put to: it? But Abre 
"ja ſhal not be a loſer. God gives him a teſtimony from 
[Heaven 3 bleſſes him, bleſſes hls Sced 3 bleſſes all Nations in 


him Ge: 22+ 15, 15, 17,18. Wonderful was Moſes his ſelfe 


0] {11jel, bur more wonderful was his accepration and reward 
| Hib, 17. 24 Nonelike Moſes, Dent. 34. 20, God preferred 


him in another manner than Ph4raoþ could, He wuſt ſpeak 


| with him face to face; as a man with his friend; His word 
k| fha! be as it were a Law with God. Speak for whom he 


will they fhal be ſpared, though they ſeem'd to be devoted 


| to deſtruRion.Bur ſpeak againſt hlim who durſt,he hal be 
[| fare to bear his ſniquity, Nxm,12. 8. Forgetthy ſel; Renounce 


thine own wiſdom,own worthineſs ,thine own wil}; Blre in 


| thypaſſions , Crub thine appetltez Bridle thy tongue. This 
d! 40, and thou ſhalt be greatly accepted, and ſhal fiod thar 
| God's favour will [ofiniccly reward thee, for all the mnre ' 


muring oppoſitlons and diſcontents of thy fleſh, which will - 
he ready to be impartent to have the reios held (o hard, 
Nil. Maintain « ſpirit of reſolution and conlancy in the 


*| ways of God, Heb. io 38. This was the renown of the. 


three worthies, Daniel 3. They feared not the fierceneſs 
of Nebychadntzg 27's rage, nor the fire of the furnace; All 
the world coutd not make them bow z An4 how glorlouſly 
did God owne chem. and miraculouſly evidence his plea 
lure in them; $:and your ground 3 Reiolye tolive and dye 
by ſubſtantial godlineſs 3 Cleave to the Lord with full pur= 
pole of heart ; Let nor difficulties make you change your 
Statfon; Then ſhal you bs an honour and a pleaſure to 
the God that made you. 

Weli then, would you know what frame of heart Is plea? 
figto God ? Why this bumble, forcert, xt4lous, ative freme 
this believing, meck, ſelf d:nying, reſolved framt © chis is the 
came that is well plcafing in the ſight of God, 

Sccondly, 4s to 50ur performance, more briefly thatthoſe 
May pleaſe God, you muſt heedfully look to thefe five things« 
1. That they be done by the right Rule; which Is Goa 
wrd; You myſt not follow the imzginations of your own 
' hearcs, Numb 15. 39+ You'muſt nor do that whick Is 
tight in your oun cy«*- In all ſacred aftions you, muſt 
have. Gods command to Warrant you, You may Dot offer 


to Goa of tar, of which you are not able to ſay, Thex 
I [equireſt 


20. | "Caſts of Canſei tute 


requireſt theſe things at our bands, Ta, 1. 12; In all dil. 
ations you muſt have Gods allowance: Be ſure he vil] 


never accept that which his word condemns , under pain 


of Gods difpleafure, dare not to ſet your hands to wha 


the 9rd forbids, 


2. That they be done to the r7ght ends,which Is Gods gloy 4 


How damnably did the Phariſees err.? How miſerably did 
7+bx miſcarry? And both in a&s for the matter commended, | 
for warit of a\ming at this end. 


3. That they proceed from right prineiples. (1) Fah| - 


without which, it is Impoſſible to pleaſe God, prayer wil 


' Not avail except ir be the prayer of Falth, Heb. 11. 6. We] - 


believe, and therefore we ſpeak, ( 2.) Love ; If we 


ſhould glve our goodsto the poor, and bodies to the firs, | 
and hot from Love, It wovld profit us nothing: where the] 
flaviſh fear of Hell only, or of the laſhes of Conſcience, o| 


the love of mans praiſe, carries men ro duties 3 where any 


other carnal principle, is predominent in the a&, it 


CczBnot pleaſe God. ( 3, ) Fear, we cantiot ſerie 


God atceptebly, without reverence and godly frer (mi 


ſleviſhfear. ) The Lord taktth pleaſure in them that fear bin, 


in them that hope in his mercy, Obſerve the happy mlx| 


ture, where theſe two are conjoyned, that fs, a true filial 


fear. Saith David, 1 will come to thy Houſe in the multitud(l. 
of thy mercy; ( Behold his ſaith) end in thy fear will 1 wor-| 
ſhip toward thy bolyTewple(rhece f3hls fear with faith)Faib| 
without Fray were bold preſumption: Fear withour Fairhl 


ſinful deſpaſr;zjoyn them rogether and God Is well pleaſed. 

4. That they be done in « right manner, prepared(y,rior raſby 
and inconfiderately in the preſence of (o dreadful a Mij*- 
ſty : Prademtly,for lawful Ats may be fpoiled,and be done 


pnlawfully without confideration had ro the offence that| 
may ( fu ſome caſes) atrend them, yea holy Durſes as well| 
a5 common ARjons may be turned into ſins, by being lil-| 
timed, and for want of a due «ttrndi ng the preſent Clt-| 
cumſtances. Holy, not raſh!y, uttering any thing with out | 


months before Gd; but behaving our (elves as In his ſight: 


Heertily, nor unfeignedly with our lips going, wien our | 


minds are gadding. | 
That they be divefied throvgh the right means,thet is Fil 


' Chriſt the only way to the Father, Brig all thy Sorin | 
[oj be Oe] aj 60. : 


Jadiciesſly Refalucd, 


| the High Prieſt, offer all upon this Altar, elſe all is loft:nor 
1 that it ls enough to ſay (Throxgh okr Lovd Jeſus Chrift, Amen) 
|attheend / bur in every duty you muſt come with lively 


YAependance on him for righteouſneſs and ſtrength, for 


| aſſiſtance and acceprance. Remember to do 4ll ix the name 


ofthe Lord 7eſus, tg come leaning upon his hand, withou 
| this all your ſervices will be rejeted at laſt. 


CHAP. 1. 


[A third Caſe of Conſcience, grounded up» 
|- on the words of our Saviour, 


Johry, 8. 29: For 1 do always thoſe things 
that pleaſe hins. 


| Q 1, [ any man able inthis liſe to come up tothe Example 
"Ys. 6 


f Chriſt in this, To do alweys thoſe things that 


1 pleaſe God? | 


" Aiſ. Ta regard there is none that doth good and ſinneth 


'| B9t, and God [1 nor, nor can be pleaſed with fin, no not 
*| 0 his own people bur moſt of all hates it in rhemzit cannot 
"| be thar avy manin this life, ſhould fully come up to Chriſts 


Example in this, yer may w? come (o far on towards lt 


| #3that not only in our immediate addreſle ro God, but in 


the getieral courſe of our lives, we may come to pleaſe God. 


*\ Thus,” Enoch and Noah walktd with God (3.e.) in their 
-| general courfe they walked fo asto pleaſe God, and approve 


 themfelyes in hls ſight. Thus the meaneſt of a&ions, If || 
done by vs as unto the Lord, as the Servants of Chriſt, | 


'| hae a promiſe of acceptance and reward, Col. 3, 22. 23- 
+» | . 


24 
Q. IT. How may we come In our weaſure to be (ollowers 


*| of Chrift, in this ro do always thoſe things that pleaſe 


God ? a 
_ Anſw, In order to this, there 3s ſomething uecrſſe'y, with 
Mſerence, 1- To 0x7 Perſons: 2 To our Prancapies. 3. To our 


Praftices, with reference 10 oxr Perſons: and here It is w_ 


22 | Caſes of Conſcience 
ſary, 8. That there be an at alreration of oxr at xves by yy 
" newing grace, for they that are in the fliſh cannot pleaſe Gul 

Rom.8,8. | 

| Theſe wild Vines muſt needs bring forth ſowre grajy, 
Ia, 5-4. The fruit that they bear ( kow (peciaus and 
fair ſoever to the eye ) is evil fruit, Mar. 9. 16, where 
. there is not a good treaſure of grace in*the heart, a mn 


cennot In his ations bring forth gord things, Mar, nl ul 


Many enlightned finners think by reading. and praying 
and forſaking fome groſs and foul fins ro pacifie Gad, an( 


Cer all cighr; Mifſizken ſonls, Ict me undeceive you: you]. 


begin at the wrong end, your firftand greateft care mull 


be, to get your hearts and natures changed and renewed h\ | 


The power of converting grece.: you labour in vaio at the 
fircams, while the fountain 'of corruption io the heartre- 
. mains In its firength. You muſt not thiok ft Is with you; 


as it Is with a rulnous houſe, where the mEnding of here and] 


there a little will make up all agaln 3 bur the old building 


.muft be quite taken down ane the foundetion fone laid a|-- 
a new in a joznd repentance jrom dead works, and tirongh| 
converſions xnto God, Till this be done you muft know that]: 


God hath no pleaſure 31 you, neither will accept an 5ffering, 


.at your hand,” Mel. 1. 10, as he doth from thoſe that are: 


friends. | 

\ 2 That there be the Acceptation of your perſons through ſaith 
Fu Chriſt Feſss; For in him alone i: is ther God whll be well 
pleaſed, Met. 3. laft. $o that without faith, intereſting us in 


him, #t is impoſſible topleaſe God, Heb. 11.6, 
For the better underfianding both theſe Pariiculars, 


' 


:know that there are tivo attributes of God to which | 


you muſt bear a conformity, or elſe you cannot pleaſe 
him- 
1- The holineſs ofGod: For he is vor a God thit hath 
| pleaſure in inlquity | he hearerh no finrfers : The fooliſh 
fl hall not ſtand 1o his fight : He hatcth all the workers of 
If infquitys Pſel. 5: 4- 5. Jeb, 9. 31: God cin no more 


I 


| 


| rake pleaſure in the unſanUilfied, rien we In (wine of (cre \| 


pents. 


2. The Fuſtice of God ; For he will by no means clear | 


| the guilty, Ex94, 34+ 7. Could we hayc inherent holineb | 


4 ['V 


*-— - Fadiciorſly Reſolved, | dt 7 
ſn us; in our unpardoned fate, yer Juſtice conld not bur 
be infinitely offended while gull lleth unremoved ; as you - 


may ſee in Chrift, For though he were perſely holy, yer 
being under che gullr of our fins imputed co him,the feye- 
rlty of Gods juſtice broke ont againſt him, 

Now man being vaturally an off:nce both to the bali- 
neſs and juſtice of God, there muſt be of neceſſity aid 


| upon him in,order to his pleaſing God, this cwofold 


change: 

1. The real change of Sanfification, I call this a real 
change, becauſe by rhis there is a real change, infuſing of” 
tnewqualities and diſpoſitions, makeing him of proud hume 


ble, of carnal ſpiritual, and heavenly, ©; , | 
3. The relative change of Juſtification I this a relative * 
| charge, becaufe this {s not a real change In « wens nature, 


bar in his condition, making him ro ſtand ina near rclatlon 
to the Law, with refrence to which he was before guilcy 


amd condemned, but now the Law pronounces the ſame {| 
| man clear and acquitted, and this not for any righteouſneſs | 


Infuſed foro him, but for the fatisfaRion and payment of 


another laid down for him; Catisfation there muſi be,an@' 


righteouſneſs muſt de tendered, or elſe God cannot 
beat peace. We have nothing td pay, Luk.7. 49. Oh fin- 


\ ner! A way to Chrift for jr 5 Hide thee In the Clifts of 
| that Rock, Run to the Fountain opened for fin and noclean- 


neſs, Appear nor 6efore God but In the Robe of Chrifis 
gh He ſends you to Jeſus as he did them ta 
Job, Chap. 42. the laſt, Go to my ſervent Job, be ſhall pray 
for you, bim will I accept ; Get cut of four ſelves: Flie ro 


Chriſt, tabour to be. found in him; elſe all your endeay- w 
ours ia riaſingand: waſhing your (elycs will be to no e- |} 


% * 


9g. With yeſerence to oxr Principles. And here It Is neceſ- 


ſary thar ſome corrapt principles bt unlcarned, and ſome holy | | 


principles be received and retalned, 

Some corrupt Principles muſt be unleerned As 1, Thar 
it is enoxgh if we ſerve God en the Lords day, and wt may 
ſerve oxr (elves «ll the refit of the wreh, Though God hath 


' | Trelerved one day in ſeven wholly for his immediate ſervice, 
| Whichls therefote ln a peculicr ſence called the Lords Day, It 

yet we muſi know that every day Is hls, and that He hath\ | 
| | I 3 got - | 


dy 1 
i 

[10 
| 

{ 

' 


' 
j 


| || God at night, and all will be well; Like the Whore in 


24 . Caſes of Conſcience " 
mo! allowed us one hour nor fnch of time, but only for hh 


ſervice. Indeed he hath (eryice of more ſor ts than ones butiel 


muſt know that the buſineſs of cur ordinary affairs, 1f rights} 
| Iy donels aſeving of the Lord Cbriſt, Col. 3, 24+ Godisal 
Truly ferred by'you in the working das labour as the Sth | 


_ aays reſt, if you do Itln a right manner and to holy 
ends. 


There are a generation whoſe Religion |s but a Sandan\ 
Religion, which they put on and cf with their Sundays | 


Cloaths, and then they think God 14 fairly ſerved for the 
_ Week : although God knows that little they do then, is but 
poorly done nefther, Never think God will accept itat 
thy hands, whtn thou liveſt fixdays to the world and thy 
felf, for oze that thou ſpendeſt for him. This ſhews thee 
to be under the moriificd power of felf-love, and not to 
be the Lords, for none of his liveth to himſelf, Rom 14 7: 


You muſt remembes that you are, but to learn upon the | 
Sebbath, howto ſerve God all the week, and nor think | 


When the Lords day Is ended his work Is done. | 


2 That 3f God bt ſerved tur2ing and evening, it is enevgh, | 


though we ſerve our (elves the reft of the day z God muſt 
be ſerved every day, andali the day, Prov. 23. 19. You 
mnft be ſerving him, not only Ia your Feaſts, bur at 
your Meals 3 uot only on your knees, bur In your Call- 
i0gs, 


Some think that if they keep up Religion duties, they miy | 


do whar thcy tiſt at other times; that if they be Intemperate, | 


laſclvious, unrighreous, It is but to make even agaln with 


the Proverbs, that having made her offering, was pre- 
| ſently ready for new wickedneſs, Prov, 7. 14+ as if ſhe 
had paid off the old ſcore, and might now boldly run up- 


'] ona ncw. Theſe aic not the Children of God, but of 


ll Belit. 
[|] Others thiok, that though they may not ſerve the Devll 


| | at any time, yer giving God his dues morning and evening, | 


[| rhey may ſerve themſelves the reft of the: thme, But 
$' in vain do chey lay claim ro God, who live more to 


| | themſelyes thay they do to him. This will be ſound hora _ 


| rible (acriledge to put off God but with the truth, Gods 
tO be eyed, and (eryed ia ail that youdo 3 and this 15 _ 


Wu 44 Tudicion/ly Reſoved. '2's 

| [drive ar, that we may not divide (c!ves between God 
| and the world; between his ſervice and our ownends, and 
| fo put him cff wich: a partial ſervice 3 but that we may do 
| ail tn obedience to him, and we may be entirely the Lords, 


|  Euſigeſs is co buy inthe Commodities that are uſeful. 


That he in all-things may bt glorified by xs, and we may not 
loſe our reward, | 
2.Some hold Principles muſt be received and retalned, Ar. 


Pr. 2, That the pleaſing of God is our on) ouſenrſs and 97, 


bigheſs bleſs:dneſs. Figſt, our 01/1 b4fencls ; whar 18 it rl2ar 
we call or count our byſineſce 
I. That is a mans Buſineſs which his Liyelihood and 

Suſtfiſtence depends upon. The Lawyer counts his Law his 
Bufineſs, and the Tradeſman councs his Trade his Buſineſs; 
becauſe vpon this theirLivelihood and Subfiiiance depends. 
Brethren, our whole depends upon the pleaſing of Gode' 
D> this and doall : Miſs in this, and you mzrt all; pleaſe 


him . and you are made for ever, How careful ls the f(elfifh 
| Courtler-ro pleaſe hls Prince ? How will he crouch and 


flatter? and if he can bur divine what wil gratifie end 


 Pleaie him, he rhinks himſelf happy : And why? Bur be- 


cauſe all his dependance is upon his Prifces favour : Mugh 
more do we depend upon the favour of God, ' Bleſſed is 
the man whom be chofeth, Pſal. 65. 3. in bis ſavor! is liſe' 
Pal. 30. 5. But woe to them that have God 2zgainft them, - 
theſe are perteRly miſerable : Reprobate filver ſhell men call 


- them, becauſe the Lord hath rtjefted them. Jer: 6. 3o. If the? 


Lord do bur (ay to a man as his did to Moſes, thox aft ſound 
grace in my ſight and Ihnow thee by name. Happy is thar 
mit, Bur if he rhas ſay, I have no pleeſure in thee, you 
may cover the face of that man, as they did Hamans, and 


Carry him away : miſerable muft his end be if he continge. 


2. Thet is « mans buſineſs which bt bath his Stock and Ta- | 
lints for. Ifa man be intrufied as a Steward or a Fator,his I 
Bea | 

loved, all our Times, Parts, Intercits, Food, Raitmenrtzand 
Whatever Merces Spiritual or Temporal , are the 
Stock Wherewith God hath intrafied us, and all for: 
his own ule and ſervice. And is ir not a ſad and FF 
ſearfal caſe, that God ſhonld have ſogreat a Stock going, 
as lies in the hands of all thz Sons Men,and yet have, (iti. 
may (o ſpeak) ſo little profir of it? I mean fo little glory 1 
I4 _ 


I 0 - hands full: So much work is to be done within door,and 
8's, fomuch without docr + So much tor-ards God, towards 
$i your Neighbour, towards your own felves that you have 1 


_ Caſes of Conſedenes — 


by fir, that he ſhonld ſow fo much and reap (o little? firey| 


fo much and gather (o little ? Is icnorſad that men fhoold 
Have fo much in vain? Haft thou health and wealth and dof 


Not uſe it for God? Iris all in vaing, haft thou underſiand| 


Ing,and yetimproveft ir but for contriv3ng thine own affairs 
and worldly defizns? Thy reaſon and underſtanding are 
became vain. Oh how wilt thou anſwer It, that thouhift 
had (o great a flock in thine hands, and'made (o little in- 

rovement of it ? 1c had been good for ſome men, if they 

ad never had & foot of Land, oran hours ezſc, if they ne- 
ver had the underſtanding of men, becauſe they have tot 
uſed chelr Taienrs for Gqd,and for the' ends, for which 
They were put into their hands. 


3-That is 4 mansBufineſs which bisCepagities do call for: Ith| 


a mans Bufinefs if in the Capacity ofa Judge to do Juſtice, 
or of a Servant to do his Maſters will. Brethren, all your 


©2pacitles do evidence It to be your Bufineſs to pledſe | 


God, you are his Friends, you are his Servants 
therefore muſt muſt pleeſe well in all things, Tit, 2. 9, 


His Children, and therefore wuft ſet your ſelyes ro boner | 


bin, Mi. 1. 6. His Spouſe, and therefore jt fs your Baſi« 
Keſs to pleaſe your Husbaxrd, 1 Cor. 7, 34+ 
4+ That is « mans Brfeneſs which be beth bis maintenance 


8 for. fa man be mainralned in the place of a Sho6l- Maſter, |. 
Sl it fs hls Bufmeſs to teach, 1f of a Soldier, jr Is his kufineſs 
Jl} to fight, Beloved, do you not know at whoſe finding | 


you are ? And do you thlpk-God keeps fo many Servants 
{| ro be [dle, of to mind their own defigns agd pleaſures ? 
| God hath cut you our every once his work, every man hls 


| 


| notime to be idle io; And you fhall dearly reckon 


for fr, if you will eat hls bread and will not do | 


Tf his Work. And as pleaſing God Is our chiefeſt buſi- 
1 neſs. » 


Secondly, fo iris alſo our highef? Bleſſednefs: For mans 


Il happineſs lies In Gods fayour, Pſ«!.4. 6. Our Happineſs 
| is in attaining the end of our Belng, and therefore the 
| great Query amongſt the Philoſophers ſtill was, 1947 was 


| the exd or the happineſs of nan, Now the true end of our Be- 
EET ITT ann iog 


'Iog is, that we 


COR b2 
| may pleaſe God; for bis pleaſure wt are and 
wire Crexted, Rev. 4. 11. And for this end alſo we are xow 


7udicioxſly Reſolved, 


created, that we ſhould yield our (elves vnto God, Row. 6» 
| 13. and being bilt up « ſpiritual bouſe;ſhould offer ny to him 


ſyritual Sacrifice acceptable through Chrift, v Pet. 2. g, 
Thfs is the evd of ou: Redewptzon,that we ſhould ſerve note 


| ow ſelves. but bim in bolzneſs and. rightrouſneſs all - the days 


of axy lives, Luke 2.75, Andthet we ſhould not henceforth 
lizt t# our (eiuts, but to bi that ditd ſor us, 2 Core 5: 15, 
'Tis the end likewiſe of our Juſtification, that our Conſcte 
ences being purged, we ſhould acceprably ferve the living 
God, Ina word, *cis the end of our glorffication, thar 


| being tranſlated into Hcavenz we ſhould perfeRly pleaſe 
| God, and ſerve him night and day in his Temple Rev. 9, 15. 


and 22. 3+ So that the pleaſing of God, Is the whole end 
or whote happineſs of man, Eccirf. 12: And this will be 


Clear, }:cauſe wt do then promote our ſelves moſt when we pleaſe 


G24 beſt, For by this you ſhall have this two-fold advan». 
tige. 

Firft, You {bull be the favourite of God. O glorious pro- 
motion! Henman thought bimielf no Ittle man when he-was + 
on Abaſavtrus right hand, and yet he was at leugth bur 
perferred to the Gallaws, Eſther, 5. Ib. and 7, 10. Bar: 


' What fhall be done to the mani whom God delights ro hon» 
-onr ? O bl«ſſed 1 that man! woro him that roucherh hims K 
\ It bad better for him that « miiiione bad bitn benged aboxt * 


bls neck and drowned in the midſt of the Sea, than thathe | 
ſhuld offend fuch a one, Luke 19, 2. God is iofiolrely Þ 
chary of his fayourites. The Apple of hk eyes 'oveched | 
when they arc Injured, Zechariah, 2. 8. hoſotver toucbeth ' i 


' thew ſhall not be innocent, Plal. 1c9+ 15. God hati:a hlefſe 


log for thoſe that ſhew them a kindneſ(t, Gen, 12. 3. He will 
render yengance vpan the aagudly for every hard ſpeech © 
thy utter agaioit them! Fade. 15, 

O man, doth not thy toul ſ«y, Heppy is the people thatis 
3n (ucb a caſe? Will nor thy con«1:jon be moft Bicſſedy 
When God ſha!l be thus Inflaicely tca'er of thee, to rake 
all the kinda: fles done to thee, 2s dont to h:mi'll? Mate 
25. 45- Ant all the injuries done ro thee, as «ffronis to Þ 
hlmiclf?. Ads 9. 4. This is che happy Caſe of hls Fayou- 
Tlics... - 


Secondly 


6» '- Caſes of Conſeincs TT 
Secondly, Every thzng you ao (bdil be found upon Jour ati 


'Coxnt with God. Brethren, arc yon believers, or «are yeu 
nor? Do you belleve the Immortality of the Soul .and the 


Jife to come, or do you not ? the ways of the moſt do de. 
- Clare them ro be real Infidels, tho' profeſſed-Chrifilang, 


If you thiok there be an erernal State to come, will it not 
be your hlighsfl vI(dom'to be providing for it, and laying 


up wht poſſible you can, that you way Inherit itio the other 
worid | Will nor every wiſe man that knows he is fhordy ( 


to be removed loto another Country, be careful to trand- 
port all that he can, that he may enjoy It ar his coming? 
Beloved, if you do believe Indeed that you muſft be for e- 
yer [n another world, wſilir nor be your befit courſe to be 
doing that, the fruit whereof you ſhall enjoy for ever. ? 
Were not hea mad man that heving but avery ſhortrerm 


-upon a Living, ſhould yer go to building and planring there, 
-when he had Land of Inherirance to bulld wpor ? Infioite 
is the mifchief tha! comes of ſe!f-ſerhing and [elf pleaſing, 
— You are eternal loſers by it : God will ſay, you have Jour | 
Yewerd, Mar. 6. 5. Something you may hzve in hand, but | 
the eternal reward is loft. Brethren, 1 am ambitious for 


you, that what you do, you ſhoxid do for ever, that all 


you ſhould meet you lo the other world, and that there 


you fh:culd reap the cverl:fting fralt of what you are doing 
now, A wiſe Builder w1!] build for ever, and nor only that 
Which ſhall laft for a day, or for a yezr, O thatyou would 
be- wiſe Bnilders. Do all for God® and you fhall have 
erernal advzntzge, Learn bur this Leſſon, To ſer your 
felves in «ll things to pltaſe God. and you will be promoting 
and adwanting Jour [tives In dll that rutr you do, always 


q laying up a treaſure in Reaven,fti] adding to the heap.And 


O what riches will you come ro when by every day, and 


. every howr,znd every 2Rion you are gainers ? For God 


will not let the leaft thing thar is done for him; no not a 
Cup of cold Water, go without an everlaſiing reward. 
Mat. 10, 42, Gor your labour be in yan, t Cor. 14 
$8 


———_—_— 


; | var o richly, 


bs ſo ſhort, and time ſo little in all, yer he muſt be fain to 


Judidionſly reſolved, "*29 © 1 
and freely, If nor in ſuch a manner as ls plea(- 
log to God, all is bur a vain oblation, Tſe. 1-13; If men 
will do more than ever God required, and be Zealous In 
things that God hath not commanded, Is but in v4in that 
they worſhip bim, Mart 15. 9, Beloved, fo much rime as 50x 
have lived to your ſelves, you have lived In yainzbecauſe ir 
was quite befides your end.O it is a heart cutiivg confidera- 
tion ro a tender Chriftlan to think of this ;thar when his life 


cur off ſo much! why man ſo many hours muft rhog cur 
off from thy day, and ſo many years from thy life,as thou 
haſt lived not to God, but to thy ſeif ; They are all loſt as 
tothe ends of life and time. If on Repenrance thou be 
forgiven, thou art not Rewarded for them? | 
Beloved, You muſt count that you have lived nolonger. 
than you have lived unto Gad, Phzl. 1; 12, To me to live | 
#5 Chriſt, 1 ſhould account I did nor live, If 1 did notlive | 
to him :*'Tis the anly employment of my life ro ſerve hlas || 
I ſhould not tell what to do with my life, unleſs it wereto } 
ſpend ft for him. = 
. Chrifthan, Thus they muſt reckon: ſo much it]me as I if 
have lived to Chriſt, ſo much have [lived, aud fo much ij 
as I have lived to my ſelf, ſo much I have loft, *Tis not 
thz Men but the Beeft that Ilyves, while we iive below our 
reaſon, which diftivguiſhes rhe Humane life from that of 
Brutts, Now while we live not to God, we live utterlite | 
below our reaſon it ſelf, which is (ufficlently diſcovered,jn | 
that God is the Author and end of Man. Doth ant Reaſon {| 
diQtate that Gad ſhould have the glory of his own work, 
and the Veſſe] hould be to the Porrers uſe? Doth any plant 
a Vinzyard, or keep a Flock, and not expe the Fruic or 
Milk? x Cr. 9. 5. God hath made thee,O man, for b3W- | 
ſelf, Prov. 16.4, And haſt thou the face of a man, and Þ 
doft nor bluſh ar this to think thar God ſhould make and 
maintain thee in vain ? Ifthou haſt on grein of ingenuity, 
thou wilt abhor the thoughe of this, that thou ſhouldft beſ 
In vain, Why, (o much as thou art for thy ſelf thou arc 
for nothing, It may be thon liveſt a very butic life : bu 
thou aReſt not for God, thou art all rhis while bur bufilyſp 
doing nothing. Thou mayſifit down in the Evening, andif 
fay, Thaye been allthls day dolpg nothing; Thex witi-findf 
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a blank na Gods Book for chat day, nothing upon thine | wo! 
account : on this ſad record, fuch a day ſpent tn nothing | wh 
done, God hath his day book and takes nocice of all your | Br 
carriages, how you riſe and how you go forth to your le. | Fit 
bouresz how you ſpeak, how you cat, and whether you | yoi 
ll eye him and his glory, In all, or look no higher than your | 6d 
Lil felves,2«b 5.5.17: bave been $03ling dll night and canghi no. | the 
MM thing. May notthis be the ſad complaint of many a man? 0,0u 
} hare been toyling all my life, and ye Tl have done nothing, | \ 
| becauſe whar 1 d1d was not done unto the Lord. . How | br 
il would you take it of your ſervatits, if coming home in the' | w 
fl Evening, you ſhould find eycry one of them minding their | we 
own bufizeſs and pleaſure, and your work left undone #& | &: 
W Is It;2ot (ad,Sirs that ſo manty hours and days ſhovld paſs | hi 
W. Over us, ard we no nearer our cad than ever we were | | 
wil before ? Your little Children are bufie from morning to: | m 
iſ night-and yet all the while have been doing nothing :- | fe 
SY Avud ſo arc you when you are but -ſecking your carnal ſelves | G 
inn _ bot ſciviog and ple:fing God in what you under-- & 
TY - take: {t 
pf. 4. That the fever of all the world cen nothing ltad | © 
50x if God bt: not pieſed with you and; by you, It there were 
any that could ſave you from hls wrath, you nced not be 
ſo ſolicitous to plesſe him: but if he' he nor pleaſed we 
BY arc allundove. They, tven they are to be ſeared, and who 
al (all lend when oxct thou art angry i? Val, 99. 7. Ia. 3.4. * 
gl 23. When men have ſlight thoughts of Gods anger, and 
SN the fear and dread of him fs cor upon their hearcs,no 
Tf wonder [f they be got careful to pleaſe him, you muft be. 
| convinced, that the diplcaſtire of God is the mott formide 
f able thing fn the world, or e!ſe you will neves learn this 
| great Leſion, Beloved, If you fhould picaſe men, and all 
[8 the world ſhould he on your fide, whar ſhould: this avall- 
$ while God fs your Enemy? If all men ſhould bleſs you, 
Sand ſpcak well of you, what woyld this profic when God 
18 fhon!d riſe up judgment againft you and condemn you? 
[8 It is Bot at mans Bar, but Gods, thac you muſt ſtand: 
[8 Ic is not at mens Vores that you. muſt be caſt or quitted: . 
[Fir will nor go by moſt yoices, bur God himſelf is the 
| Jadge, Pſal- 75, 7: In his Breaft It js whither you fhall 
{tvs or die ; if a man were upon tryal for bl life, won 
= Es Ep Dan would - 
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Tudiciox'y Reſalved 


Fl | | : 
\ | would it avall bim that all his follow prifoners, and Kc 
' | whole croud about him were for him, when the whole 


B:nch and Jury were againſt him? If your Lives and 


| Eitares were in quefion, ro whom. would you go to mike 
| your Friend ? the Judge or the People? Sirs, be convenc- 
td that if God be again!t you, "its as bad zs if God and all 
| the world were agaiift you, for all fignifies nothing with. 
but him, Oh, whatever you do, fludy to get In and keep 
In with him. I reil you, the time is coming when the 


breath of men will ſigoifie nothing : When theſr Come - 
mendariou will do you oo good. O man! though all the 
world ſhould give thee their hands, 2nd fubſcribe ,thy 


Gerrificate, ir would fignifie nothing in Gogs accounr, or 


his Court. Many build thelr hopes for Hezven upon the 
good opinion that others have of them : Bur I tel] thee 


| man, though thou couldeft carry Letters of commcndat-_ 
' fon with thee when thou dieft, and all cheMInifſters of the. 


Goſpel fkould give thee their bene dixifſe,all would be no 
more than a blank paper &he wou'd nor ſave thee a jat 


{ the aſooner,if he ſhovld find thee to have been but a ſcs 


crer Hypocrite, a rotten hearted profeſſor all the while, 

Pr. g. That God Wonid not be pleaſed with you in enj- 
thing, except you mak! it your care to pleaſe bim wrel in 
tvtry thing. Vos will bt on aay aſhamed, except you have 


\ Yeſpef4 to all Gods Commandments, Plal. 119.6. Yiu have 
"Not « good Conſciencts except it bt your care in all things to 

| live honeſtly, Beb.1g. 19, If Neeawen muſt be excuſed in 

' none thing,to bow in the houſe of Rimmon, thar he mighe 

' hor diſpiſe his Mafter,rhis 1s <nough to ſpoll every thiog, 
,- 2 Kings, $, 18. Some will needs keep Gods good Will. 
| Ind the Worids too, and fo will give both. their turns 5 
1 they will fervye God ar hame and conform to the world 
+ abroad x; and jt ſhall be a great thing Indeed thar they will 


bot (wallow, rather than joſe the gaod wlll of wen, eſpechs . 


\ ly grear men. Theſe men have two Facei, ard two 
| Tongues; the one for the good, and the other for the 

# bad c:mpany that they come into. Some held wo Firſt, 
" Principles,the one the common fuuntaln of »i] good (which 


Is God, ) and the other the cauſe .of all evil, and they 
worſhipped both the geod Principles for love and the evil 


 ## ſeey. Juſt ſuch a Religion are wavy among us now ofs Þ 
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Bur let them know whoever they are, that while they 
graſp allythey loſe zl!: For God will never own Time. ferys | ih 
ers, nor M:n pleaſers for the Servants of Chriſt, Ebel. 6, 
6. Gal, 1, 10. | | 
3. With reference to ear gr oe ror here 23 ever youde. 
fire to come to this bleſſed lifeof doing alwa)s, thoſe thing 
that bleeſe Gad, you muſt carefully iollow theſe fix Rule, | 
Rule I. Look r0x14 about yox to the whole latitxde and | Nis 
Compaſs of Jour duty, Great is the Latitude of Chrifſtianly, [th 
The Commandment is txcteding broad, Pſalm 119. 95; and | Gt 
many profeſſors do ſcarce louk more than one way ; but | w| 
while they jateaſly mind one thing, they negle& anothet | ta 
Ic my ve while they are raken vp with the care of religh, | dt 
ous dutigs, they forget relative dutles ; Or rhey are care« | in 
ful of perſonal duties, bur weiy remiſs inthe cuties : that | hi 
they owe to the fouls of rheir famalles: Or they complain | nl 
and mourn over ther own fins, but ly not ro hearr others | C 
ſins: It may be they are more punRual in their more im- 
mediate duties towards God, - bur are very negligent lc | 
their duties rowards Men ; or they will ſpend much | it 
time for their Souls, bur do little lay 'to heart the Gaſe | a 
of the Church, and the miſery of perifhing Souls tharare | 
round about them, Peſlib'e they kerp the Sebath firifly, | n 
and pray, and hear, and fear ac Oath, but in rhe mean | þ 
time make lircle Conſcience of breaking their Promiſes, | | 
paſſiag baſly and vnctaritable cenfores, ſpending time | 8 
| 


Yanity, being unproficable In their di(courfe, cloſe hand | 
ed to Godly ufes ; 'fufſering fin togo unreproved : lerting | 
our theſr paſſjons at every peity croſs, Many will mind | | 
there duty to them that are within, and in the mean time | | 
are very fhott in their durles to them that are without, © | 
This is too common a Cafe, Where is the Chriſthn al- | 
moſt that ſariovſly berhinks himſelf, what might I doto | - 
win Souls? Jr may be you will go on in the company ol | ! 
the god'y, where you may be edified, bur when do you 
go to your poor neighbours, whomyou tee to live i04 
finſa! cftate, znd tell him of his danger, and labour to 
gain vim to Chriſt? Yea, ſo much is the prear duty ne, 
gle&cd, and ons of faſhion, thacT am afraid, many queſil | 
ons, Whither jr bee duty or no. As if you might let fin 

lic upon the ſqul gf yqur Brother and yet be inocenr, bm 


L 
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| ning carrizge, 


© Tadicioafly Reſolved, 


__ ; 23 
116. 19; Ifirwere but his Ox or Als that lay ready to per- 

ra | {fh, you would mike no bu::ſtion bur fr were your duty 
tohelp him out of the Ditch z and do yourblak In carne, 


that you owe more theſe it:2n you do to bis foul? Is tr 


« | to Minlſtes oniy, or to all Bejlvers thar Scripture be» 
| longs ? Prov. 11 3o. The Fruit of tie righttroxs is 4 Tree 
, | of Liſe, and be that winneth Souls is wiſe. Surely the 


lives of roo mary Chriftizans do ſpezk the ſame language 


| that Cain ſpake wich his mouth 3 Am 1 my Broehers keeper ? 
| Gen. 4. 9. Tis true, God will have you keep every one 
within che bounds of your proper fisilons bur ſo as to 


take occalions, yea to feek occaſions as you are able, to be 
doing good to others. Do you not knaw how to get with 
in your poor nighbours? Carry an Aims with you, do 
him a kindneſs, oblidge him by your courteous and wins 
Then 1 thall look © ſ-e the Kingdom of 
Chriſt floriſh glorioufly when every one that profeſſerh 


| godlinefs, ſhall ariſe and take hold of the Skirt of his 
| Nclghbour. Oh fee your negl-Red in this, do nor think 


it enough to keep your own Viocyard: Let your Freinds 
and Neighbours have no quite for you, 111 you ſee rhem 


| ſetting in good earneft to ferk afier Heaven. On if you 


might bring la bur every one his man to Chriſt, what a 
bleſſed rhing were this! Tloſs my ſelf in this Argumecors, 


bury am content tro do ſo, this duty being fo miſerably ne« 


gleRed. 
Too miny live as If Religton lay all in praying rnd 
beering, holy conference, and the like, lorgetting that pare 


| Religion and wndefiled ts this, to viſit the Fetheriefs and 
| the pidow in their affifiions, Jim. 1. 27, The other 
| ſhou14 be ſo done, as thar this fhould not ve lefc undone. 
| You make covſclence of bcing jaſt and rrac and faithſul; 
but do you nor forget to win upon others by your kind. 


neſs and affibleneſs? as if Ic were not wriresn in your 
B'bles 2 Be pitiful, be conrteaus, having compaſſion one of 
enother, x Per. 3. 8, Say nor, it Is not my nacure 3 What 
doth grace ſerve for, bu: ro corre che evils of your :em« 


- per. ? 15 nor ours a Religiou of felf-denyal ? D5 not the 


Rules of our Religion epjoyn us to be followers of what(o- 

ever is loyely and of good report, and may reader Rellg- 

Ya amiable to the world ? Phil, 4. 8, 
RIS Ta th Rule, Il, 
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34 | Caſes of Conſertne? FT 
Rule II, Uſe @ wile forecaſt, that tytry fvty :=3-{4l! jy fir 
its time 41d ordey z and every work Ma) bave its room. It it 
js not cnough to do Gods wotk, but ir muſt be done in | F 
bis order, . That which io lr ſelf 13 good and neccNNury, | be 
may be. fo ill t#med, as ro b:come a fin. It js a duty wn " 
tell your Brother of his fin: bvrtorip up ja jour paſſion, ſoo 
or to be retortirg. upon him when he Is chriftlaniy 2d- Gi 
moniſhing you, is a fio. Your world y bofi;efs muſt not be 
fkuc our Religion, nor Religious dutles rake you fo up, Ki 
to negle&t your calilngi. Bur every duty muſt have In It 
* Place. But for the dolvg all in Gods order, Take theſe th 
five 7 ge - 

Dire&t. 1 Bring «t Lame, in provobing tageod: W 
ſhould God picad with you ? Thos YE riackeſ pl fr 
teachtf} thou not thy ſelf ? Rom, 2. 21. Be an example of on 
thine own Rule, elſe the Hypaccirci charge wfll come jn | © 
apainſi thee, Mat. 23. 4 Thy bind beavy burdens, but | 
will net touch thtm with one of their fingers, Obſerve | % 
Gods order, Dext..6: 6, 7. Theſe words which I Cammend. & 
thee, ſhall be in thine hrart: That maſt be our firft cor, | © 
And theo having got our Leſſon well our (slves, we muſt ſh 
then reach it ro others . And thou ſhalt teqch them diligents | © 
ly 10 thy Children, and tell of thum wien thou, &c. Arlcaſt | *! 
{f chou haii not already atalncd ir, be fure to learn with. h 
the firft ; and when thou preſfſeft a cuty, fotcnd hy (elf q 
firſt, and ſpeak moſt rothine own heare, | 0] 
2. In reproving evil; Otherwiſe thou wile be branded 
for an Hypocrite, Mat. 7. 5. Firft caft the Bram ont of | 
thine one Eye We may not thiok. as many domittakingly, | © 
that we muſt not reprove another when we are gully of ſe 
the (ame fin. Burt we muſt in ſuch a caſe be ſure to caſt | I 
the Firſt fone at our ſelves. Br (ooneſt angry with thy Ul 
ſelf, and more fevere ro thine owo fins, than avy others, [6 
»[is ſtrange to lee the great £0nſs iouſneſs of Profeſſors tt | It 
others, and how tender they are of their own corruptions, | © 
and Impatieat of reprovi Reader, fear and avoid this po 
In» | Ty 
DireR. ll. Let God be firſt ſerved. Ler God have | $: 
the ficlt of thy thonghts, the fictt of the day, rhe firſt | * 
of thy firenght : - How heavily is God diſbleaſed with |" 
the prophanc Priefiz, becaus they will ſerve chemleires l 

Rk fixtls 
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 7ubietonſty Reſolvnd. 


firſt, wlth Sacrifices before him? 2 Sam. 2- xe, 16, And 


It is the koly Connſel that one gives, Hold the door of thy 


| beart ſaff cgainſi the world in the morning till thy beert hath 
been firſt in Heaven, and ſreſoned and fortified from thence 


REI. 
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eqecinf} the Temptetions that thox art like to mitt With as 
ſoon as thon comet down below, Indeed all muſt be done 3s 
Gods ſervice. Bur ſo as that his immedirzte ſervice muſt 
be done firft, It is the counſel of ſeveral Heathens, Thet 
all mdertekings (honld be begun with prayer. Saith Aratus, 
Itt us begin with God: And the very Mubumetens began 
thelr Books always as men do uſcto do thelr Wils, Is the 
Nene of God. | 

Dire. IN. Fir8, Clrevſe tre inſide, Mat, 23. 26. Clienſe 
frſt that which is within the Cap; Though they are much 
our that live as if all thelr work did lie within door. yer 
remember thar it lies chleſly here, It's a moſt prepoſter- 
ons Courſe if Religion co begin firſt with the outſide, 7ere 
4+ 14: 0 Fervuſeltm waſh thine brart! When once this Ts 
done, reformation will ſoon follow In the life, but nor 
otherwiſe. Many are careſu! that ll that appears to Men 
ſhould be beautifo}, bur their hearts are negleRKed, Thefe 
carry upon them the marks of the Hypocrite, Mai, 23, 


29, 28. And what will it profit thee, O vain man, to 


have all keep fecret from men, fince God knows, and 
dereQs thee ? avid hath appointed a day when he will rip 
open all thy pack, and Anatomize thy heert, before the 
world, 1 Cov. 4. 5. Eccleſ. 23. 14. Rom. 2.16. 

Dire&. 1V. Eye thoſe duties moi that ave of miſt import= 
axce, Mat, 22 23. The Hypoctrire is very puntuzl in lefe 
ſer watters, but negleRs the welghtieſt things of the Law, 
Jadgmenr, and Mercy. and Falth. Hl is for a Religion 
that will coft him little ; And therefore worts being pond 
cheap, he will he 8s forward in raſk as zny m:lgity Zevlor 
In the Circumfantials of Religion, and marvellons cepſo:'- 
ous of'o hers that come not. up to this mind, as men of 


| Wide Principles and large Conſciences : Bur in the mean 


time, he fs very negligent of ſecret Dutles, a:grear ſtrang. 


er to {cif denial and walking humbly with God. He ſtratns 


Wondet fully at a Ceremony bur it may be he can ſwallow 


-| the gain: of unrighceouſneſs, or the bajts of temperance 


faft enongh. It may be he will decry Superſtition, and nee 
ver 


| 36 | | | Caſts of Conſcience ” 
ver wants a ſtone to filng art a profane Church man ; By | 


_ Heartro deal with thine unconverted friend or neighbour 
abour hls ſpiritual eftate, bur ir may be while thou art de- 


In the mean time walk footly fn his Family, makes little co. 
(cience of his dealings, or will take up his Cups as freely 
as another, ſo he be nor d/xxþ. Or if he will nor rake 4 


peny of his neighbours eſtace, he is moſt unmercifulto hi | 


good name, and will rake up ary report that is going 


Brethren, you mufi make coufcience of the leaſt fin, and | 


of the leafi duty. But it Is a feartol fign when men are 
Z:alons againſt leſſer ſins, and yet connlye at greater, u 
theſe are, Met. 20. 24+ | 7 

Dire. V. Take the {r(t opportunity whin God gives t 
fit ſeaſen ſor any dxty, Letnot Saran beguile you, bytel- 
lng you of anorher or a better time, It' may be thou haft 
a purpoſe to reprove thy Brother for his fin, but how long 
wilt thou be a purpoſing? Now God gives thee an oppor. 


toniry, it may be thy backward hearc ſaith, [| Not now |# 
but another time, } And fo it bs par off, till he or thy (elf 


are remoyed, or he is hardened, or at leaft thou arr guilz 
ty of the fin that he commits in the mean while ; Becauſe. 
thour haſt not donethy duty to prevent ir. tis in thine 


laying death comes and ſonatches him away In hls fins, or 
takes thee off, and (o farewell for ever to any opportunl- 
ty for doing rhe ſoul of thy Brother any good. How often. 
are thy cloſet duties hindred, or miſerably difturbed, for 
watt of care to lay hold on the figſt opportanlty? We chink 
another hour in the day may do as well,bnr then one thing 
or another unexpeRedly falls in, that nothing is done, of 
nothing to purpoſe, Therefore beware of this chear. A 
man can ſcarce peep into the World , but one briar of 
thorn or another will catch him, Therefore take oppor- 
tunicy by the fore-rop. Our $iviour would take his ſeaſon 
for pr2yer before day, when his other work was preſſing, 
Mark 9 3$- 

Ri'ly (tf. Do nothing of things Sacred without Gods Con: 
mand ; nothingin things Civil with Gods allowance, Qier 


not with range fire. la Gnds warſhip you muſi ſee you 
be well able to anſer that queſtion, who hath required thiſt 
things at yoxr hands? Here the command mult be obſery- 


Inith a moral agnification.nor 2mpoſe,onr ule them, though with 
qd intentions of edifying the prople by deviſed means Mat. 
11s. 9. As if Chriſt had not (ufficlently prbvided for the 


and Jediſying his peopke withour their devices; And tho' ng+- 


thiog may be uſed as a part of worſhip that God hathnor 


\commanded, Col. 2. .23. ( for it is enough to make any 


[thipg reje Red by the Lord of divine worſhip ) if he ſhal 


Iliy | 1 commanded 3t not, ſpake it not, neather came it into 


m mind, | Jer. 7.31» and 19. 5, Yet nevertheleſs thoſe 


[things tha are meerly circumſtantial, and are in thelr ge» 


[neral kind neceſary,and not Intended as any part or means 


of worſhip may be determined of by humane prudence 


according to the general Rules of the Word, which muſt 
[always be obſerved, 1Cg7. 14.26, 40. And for want of 
- [underſtanding,may have ignotantiy condemned preaching 
; [by at Hour-glaſs, In a High place, in Churches, by way of 
\[Defrine and Lic, &c, running from the one extream to 
- [Mother: | 


*.2. We may netthink that Gods Ordinance, remaining 
for fubſtance may be torſaker, becauſe of fowe ſalts of the 
Adminiſtrators. or in the waxy of Adminifiretion, The Ad- 
Riniſiring of Gods Ordinances belongs nor to the People, 


{butro the Minifter : And if be fail in his duty, by admini- 


firing them in & wa) that is not, and isleſs edifys 


[x B, ing, it is my grief, bu: bis fn. Hophni and Phines 


has were cortupt in their |ivcs, and brought In 
much corruption and rudeneſs into the ſervice of God. 


xr {Yet Elbanah and Herreb whih others of the Godly, did 


ſe 
[1 
, 
£ 
F 


| 


nevertheleſs attend Gods Worſhip and SanRuaty, 1 Sam. 
I. 2. much corruption was crep?t In, both into the DoRt- 

rine and Worſhip, and Lives of the Admlniſire- 
N. B, tors inthe Church of the jews. Yet our Saviour 

( though He fil} cried down the corruptions, and 
would not joyn in thcm) never prohiblied Communion 
With then: in Gods Worſhip, bur enjoyns It, Mat. 5 24s 
[Mak 4, Lubt 5. 14. ava practiſes it, Both He, "1s Parents 
Apoſtles, I ube 2, 21, 22z 24+ 30s 4), 42, 46. AGES 2s 


23, 24, 29, But | 


wy 


Py | Fudicionſly Rtſolved 37 "2 
|ed without adding or dimiaithing, Dext, 12, 32: yer 
Tmderſtanding this with two 'Canrions, | 

| t. Thoxeh win may net ſtamp their inyented Ceremonies 


provided that the genera! Rules be here obſerved to ds oll 
to the glory of God, n Cor.to 31.4nd not to abuſe our lawſul 


- liberty to the offence of others, Rom. 14 2. Now your aQþ 


on'befng thus juſtificable,as to the matier of them( with- 


out which jt is impoſſible, had you ſo good intentions to: | 


pleafe God ) the inflacnce and virtue of holy Ends into 


them will be eff:&ual, az to turn all into Religious Dales; : 
as the touch of the Philofopher Stone turns the baſer Metdl ]. 


Into Gold. 


Rale IV. In evtry affion let God be wppermoſt, but in reli- | 


gions aftions let God be ell. Let none of your ations termine 
ate in your ſelves, bur labour ro be able in fincerity to give 
this account of any thing you ſet abour, that this you do, 


btcanſe it is pleaſing unts God, becenſe this is his will cou 


cerning you, Sez a mark upon this Cantion, Beware in 
thoſe Aﬀtions wheretn Self may bear a pare, left it ſhould 


ſweep Stakes and carry all. You may in your - comm L 


Afiion:s have an eye to your extward Commuatty, and con= 
ſorteble Beeing in the world : Bur this muſt nor be the chief 
thing, much leſs the a/l that you defign herein: For by 


looking no higher than/eif, you 1acar this double miſchief | 


I+ You foſe ſo much from your own account 2, You uſurp 
upon the great Preropgativet of Gad. I fear we are not as 


ware of the fcarful evit thar is In Self.ſeching; It is no les 


than jaſiling G2d bcfiJe che Throne, and (erting our ſelves 


in his room, It tx Gods great Preropotive, 2nd the proper. 
Worſhip thar is due to him #3 God, rhac Hz ſhould be the | 


laſt End of all the operations of xs his Creatures, and that all 


Our motions ſh:uld rermioate tn Him, Naw when we eye 


our 0/71 Commodity, and not: God, and look to this more 
than unto Grd, ve arrogate the divine Prerogative to our 
ſelves, and fer our (els above im, which 1s no lefs than 
heinous 1olatry ; And if jr be ſuch an henlous fin to bow 
down to an Image, which js bur the giving Gods oxtwerd 
wa" ſhip to the Creature. how much more to ſeek and hoe 
nov" our (elves before God ? which 7s ro give hls inward 
770+ſhip which of all is the principal, to the creature. Oh 
how many thar paſs fer good Chriſtians will be foynd hel- 
nous Idolaters! beczuſe chey have (ought their own oran 

cads 


, JT Caſes of Conſcience 4 
| But now in things Civil, it ty ſufficient that you have | 
the allowance of theWord tho! not theCommand : always. 


a SAS] 


t 


Tadicionſly Reſolved. 


© | 9 
lends morethan God and his glocy. And many real Chi. 
| filans, tho' they mainly deſign God and his p'ory, yer fn 


mavy particular aRiors coorraRt great guilt, by looking no 
higher than themſelves in whar they do. Iknow you 
cannor be always thinking of God, yet I would have you 


{never ro forget w hat you hive been ravghr; in the entrance 


wa | of every ſolemn aRton ro remember God, and make him 
es3 -your end., Lie down inthe Name of God evcry Eyening: 
iH Goterth in his Name every Motning, reſolving to under» 


jake all for Him, When you enter upon your Callipgs, fie 


| down at your meals, make any Journey or Viſit, do ft as 


-unto the Lord, with deſign to pleaſe him thereln, This 
you may come to with care and watchſulneſs, 
Agala, io Religions Afions let-God be all. Here ſelf, (1 


| wean carnal ſelf ) muſt be ſhut our: otherwiſe this dead Fire 


will ſpoil the Box of moſt prectous Oyntment,, *Tis true 
ſe will be crowding fn, bur you muſt knock it down care- 
fuily : O:herwiſe i{this be the predominant Ingredienr, all 
your duties will be bur loft labour. What more pleafing 
to God than Prayer? This Is Incenſe before kim, Pſal. 1. 
1, 2, What more delightfa] than 4!ns?This is a Sacrifice 


[acceptable and well plcafing unto him, Phil, 4 8 How 
]happy a Teſtimony had Corzelins? Thy Prayers and Alnms 


are Come up £5 4 Memorial before God, AQs lo. 4, Yet when 


|ſeifis predominant in theſe Duties, Prayers, Alms, Bec, are 


all loft, Mat: 6: 7:a0d 23; 5. 
Rule V. when you have done all,be cartful to deny all, Luk. 


| 7: 10. or not deny Gods mercy in evablilng and atfifiing 
you: This muft be with all thankſujveſs cblerved $ But + 


atcriburlng nothing to your ſelves. and giving God all the 
glory. Take the partern of Hely David, 1 Chron. 29, 14. 
But who a 1, and what is my People, that we ſheuld offer 
ſo willingly? Of thint own we heave given thte, || And of 
bleſſed Pex/, 1 Cer. 15. 10. Not 1. bxt the grace of God 
which was with me. | And of good Nebemiah, who when 
he had done moſt eminert ſervice for God, flles at jaft for 
pardoning mercy, Nth. 13. 22. ReMes ber me, 0 God, con- 
trrning this alſe, and jpare me according tothe greatnes of 
thy mercy. 

Rule VI. Do all in the Nam: of the Lord Jeſus, Col. 3- 


17. Hayipg carefully (et out for God In the Morning, and 
b | dire 
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40 . Caſes of Conſcience Yor 
dire&ed your common ations to him as you end through 
om rhe day, dolng all in his fighr, and with a defice to 1, 
pleaſe him thereſn, bring all ro Chriſt in the Evening, and E 
preſent all unto God by him. confidently expe Ring Godiſyy 
acceptance and reward for all thatjyou have done. For this fo 
he hath promiſed, be your zQions never ſo mcan, becanſe < 
they were done &5 his ſervice, Col. 5.22. 23, 24. Ephel, 6,/y, 
6, 5 8. If thou negleG this, you lole all at laft;' For God] © 
. Will accept of no facrifice bur from the hand of the Prief |Get 

and therefore you mwvſt look for oo acceptance with God, |, 
nor any reward from him, but obly chrough Chrift, 1 Perth yu, 
2: 5. John q: 6: You muſi b- ſure therefore not only to|; 
make a formal mention of Chriſts Name, bur to bulld all, 
your hope of ſucceſs only upon him, and to come to God, fl 
with an aQual and Lively dependance upon him. "ot 

Thus I have reſolved the Caſe propounded, I will but ki 
Anſwer an ObjeRjon, and briefly preſs your Dury by ſome]1;, 
Morives, and ſo conclude. Rs; | a 

ObjeA. You bind heavie burdens, What muſt webeal-],, 
ways in the Traces? Surely this ſeverity of- Religion i: Is 
more than nceds, | ' Ian 

Anſ, 1: Burden man ! why, It is thy Hippieſt ; If Holy, 
lineſs and pleafing of God be a burden, Health is a burden, [y, 
Heavenand Happineſs are burdens- | 

Anxſ. 2: This is no other burden than what God himſell]; 
hath bound upon your Couſci-rces, Row, 9. 20. Who art] 
thov, O May, that replieſt againſi Ged! Have I pur upol], 
you a devifed and unneceſſiry ſi»/&neſs ? Or bound tht 
burden vpon you which 1 will noc tronch with one of my fits 
gers? 1 Cor:9. 8. Say Ithis as 4 1141, or ſaith not the Law | 
the ſame alſo ? 1 pray you whole word is this? Be thok 38 
the fear of the Lord all the day long, Prov. 23. 17. Doalts| 
the glory of God. x Cor. 10. 13 Extrciſe thy ſelſ unto God, 
1 Tim. 4. 7, What have I prefſ=d, bur what rhe Salo's| 
have pr:Riſed, Pizil, 3:13, 14 One thing I do, 1 preſs to- 
wirds the Mark, Pſal. 27. 4. Ont thing bevt 1 defied of 
the Lord, that wil! I ftth eftrr. And rſelm 119. 8. Thy ſer- i” 
want that is devo''d to thy iter, Gen, $. 22. Enoch walked |, 
| with God three bund:ed ters, What is rhis but what the jy 
i | Scrip ure hath foretold ſhilbe ? They ſhall walk wp a1d \T 
0 down in the Nome ofthe Lords Zech. 10, 12. Then ſod? Kew 


S ; Fudictonſly Reſolved. = 41 
Tis the Bells of the Horſes, and ewvtry Pot in Jeruſalem, holineſs 
Ris [19 the Lords Zech, 14+ 20. 21. Diſpute not againſt God, 
© 0 ut up and be doing. It is av il) Gen when the heart riſes 
and};ozinft the firi&neſs of the duty : You utterly miſtake In 
oth! thioking this liſe of Rritneis ro bs « bondage. Who have 
Toy unſpeakable and full of glory? Who do know the peace 
uſe [that paſſech all underſtanding, if not thoſe that do thus 
- 6: Yalk wich God? 
God > Now, ny Brethren, let me beſcech you to be the con 
fy ſcientioy: P:aRirioners of this great Leſſon, S:udy to do 
790, always thoſe things that are pl:a ſing wito G:d., Oh that 1 
0] knew but how to engage yao ; that I couid bur ger you to 
! Uikrtheſe Roles before you all the days of your lives for the. 
dal reRice ! * js not enough that you give the hearing, and 
50d, like the Preacher, and approve the DoQrine. Bur Siry, 
\, [what will you do? Too many of my Hearers arclike F2e- 
WM! bes, Chap. 33. 32. Whar (ay you Brethren, will: you 
oMTlearn with me? O thar 1 might lead you on to a through 
«qualnrance with the firictcieſs and power of Religion, 
e ale) 4nd char holy frame that will be Gods delight, and your fe- 
0 li] ;c5 , Brethren, what ſeck | for ? God knows thisls my 
_. [ambirjon, that 1. may but help you on in the way of holineſs 
1011 would not that you ſhould be ſuch b46 P:oficlents, as to 
den, be always of the lower form, and keep on meerly In a dull 
and barren-courfe: My deſire for you is, that you ſhould 
wſclt} for be Shrubs, bu Cedars, of rall growth, cholce experi» 
ence, ſingular Communion, walking with God ſhining to 
PO0]the convi&ion of the world. Will you ler m< but prevall 
i] pich you in ſo good a D:fign; Why ſhould you mourn ar. 
' fin the laſt and fay, How bave lbated infiruition, and wy becrt 
diſpiſed Reproof? Iheve not obeyed the voict of my Teachers 
07 anclined my ecr 20 them that inſtrufied me, Piov. 4- I 
Ty 13. That I may invite you to this holy courſe- Cone 
der, 
0's . I. I: #s very poſſible: For firſt, God 3s very taſie to be plea- 
d 0\ſed: He fs not like a froward Maſter that canoor, that will 
4 Of [tor be pleaſed, If you do but make jt your ſtudy and your 
= care to pleaſe him, and chroughly ſer your hearts to It, 
p your willing mind ſhal be accepted, 2 Co”. 8. 12 And tho! 
, | Jon ſhon!d nor go through with the work, God will ſay, 
«" |Thex didſt well that it was in thy bears, 2 Chron. 6.8. | 
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| What 3s g104, and what he requireth of you, Mici. 6. 6,9, 8, 


Gad tol4 you only what muſt be done,and not how lt moſt 


feeding and revelling the ſervan's of Jeſus Chrift. He bath 
ſhewed you, notonly how you ſhould reſt on the Lords day, \if 


| $6 you : how you muſt'ſ1:ep, even as thoſe that know he 


mn pgmanpep_—__——__—_—_—_—_—____—— poor er ror. = 


have the mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor, 2. 16. And you have. br 


42 Caſes of Confetence | 
Wher the heart is ſet to pleaſe the Lord; and we do un- 
feignedly pur ro it, the” there be very many faillogs, God 
will oyeclook t':em, 2 Chron. oO. 18, 19, 20. | 
Secondly, God hath cold you what will pleaſe him, and 
hath cut out your work to yoor hand, You need bot ſay, 


Wherewith [hel wt? com? before the Lo'd ? He hath (hrwed you 


Y 5u need not ſay, ho ſhall aſcend into Heaven, to bring 
down the mind of God from Heaven, No the ward 6s nigh) 
Rom. 10, 6,9, 8. God hath fer before you In his Lav, s 


In a Table, on ove file the thiogs that plcaſe 3 on the 0+] 
ther, thoſe that diſpleaſe him. Oh that you may be found | 


ang thoſe that chooſe the things that pleaſe him, Iſa. 56, 


3's, Ocherwiſe ſince you bnow your Meſters will, and you | 


do jt nor; you wil be fonnd worthy of many ſtripes, Luke 

12. 47. | 
Tiilcdly, God hath giren particular Rales for the doing 

of a!l your work in that manner char will pleaſe Him. H 


be done; you might have becnart aloſs: But he hath pre- 
ſcribed the very manner, how every thing muſt be done, 
that you might have fuil direRlon, Rem. 12. 8. I Pet. 4.1 
He hath ſhewed you how you muſt pray, and hear , and 
pive Aims: Haw you muſt carry fr In all your relation, 
He hath told you nor only how you muſt faſt, bur how you 


muſt car / to wir, with 'warchfulneſs, and temperance | 


not as thoſe who have nothing to do , but to fill their. 
paunches, but with an eye to his glory, as thoſe that are 


bur how you muſt follow your Calling on the reſt , co wit, 
with diligence and diſcretion, Minding im as your end, 


as thoſe ther herein ſcrve the Lord Chrifi, He hath told | 


you how you muſt manage your dealings, with equity and 


charity, doing the very lame to others, that your conſclet- |' 


ces tell you, you would haverhem In the like caſe ro dou 


compaſl: ch your path, and your lying down 5 and how you 
muſt awake; to wir, fo as to be ſtill withhim, 
Fourthly, Ged hath given you ſpecial belps to this end: You 


Fudicionſly Reſolved, > 
Shirzt of Chriſt, x Cor. 2. 12. Indeed they that ave In the 


|feſh cannotpleaſe God, But you are not in the fleſh, but inthe 


hirit, Rom. 8.8, 9. You that are Beljevers have not the 
Law only in your Bibles, but in your Hearts, Hib,8. 16, 
Ifs It 3s very profiteble. Glorious advantages [ball you 
beve by this courſe. Fir, this is the moſt ſpeedy and cer- 
taln way to «ſſkrance, for want of which many of you come 
jo 5 bur henceforth you muſt complain no more: For 
elther you will follow this conrſe, and then you will have 
Its Or you will not, and then ceaſe your hypocritical com- 
plaints, when it is through your own: wilfal diſobedience 


[that you are without ic. When once, you are habitueted 


tothis courſe, and do find it to be the chief. of your care, 
&that whſch your very hearts are ſer upon above all things 
elſe, to glorifie. and plexſe God, and approve your (elves in big 
ſght, you cannot want aſſarance, unleſs through your own 


[ignorance : For thts fs the moſt undoubred evidence in the 
| world, that you are the. Childrea of God, whatever uns 


Hlowed failings you may be guilty of. 

Secondly, Hereby you ſhall-be certain of Gods gracious 
ind favourable preſence always with you : See the Text, He 
that fene me is with me for 1do always chofe things that 
pleaſe him. 

Thirdly, By this means you ſhall be always laying up @ 
Treafure in Heaven, Brethren, pybet eareyou for ? Arc you 


| en for erernity,or are you for preſent things ? Is your de- 
'|fign for Glorie, Honour and Immortality? Are you for 
{Riches in the other World ? Oc of Dang hill Spicirs, pre» 
[ferring your part in Paris before your part In Paradiſe 2 
HIfyouarc torxruc Riches here Is your way ; By this you 


thal be daily and hourly Increafing the fiock of your own 
glory : My vehemence is. only, that ſruir may abound ro 
your account, .that all you do might meet you in Heaven, 
ad Chrift may ſhew your good works another day, as the 
Widows did Dorcas her Gatmevuts, Afts 9. 39+ 


Chap. IE 


Caſes of Conſcituce 


Chap» III. : 
A Fourth CAsRof CONSCIENCE. 


Het weerineſs in, and wiwillingntſs t8 dutits, may | 
ſtand with grace, and what not ? BY 


= For the reſolving this, ſome difiin&ions muſt 
|| be premiſed, and then ſome Conclufions elicited. 

_ 1. This wearineſs and gawiliingneſs muſt be dif- 
zinguiſhed. 1. According tothe Degrees of ft, and (o it is 
either partial and gradral, or elſe prevalent and plenary. 2. 
Aaecording to the Sybjef of it: And fo this weerineſs Is. 
- Either of the Members, or elſc of the Mind, 3. According | 
20 rhe prevelency of ir, and ſo it Is either tranſient and gcc || * 
ſonal, or elſe ſettled and bebitxal, 4. According to the. 
ſenſe we have of it, and (olr is ejther matter of a/lowencero- |* 
a3, or matter of a1noJence. $£. According to the Cexſe of 
3t, and ſo ir is either from a fixed diſlike of food, or elle 
from an acc:dentel diſiemper of the Stomach, 6, Accord-' 
Iog to the effects of It, for it is either viforious and makes 
us give over duties, orclſe xbhorred and repulſed by Grace 
the Chriſtian #151! holdfng on inthe way of Duty. 

Conclx, 1. Whete this wearlnefs is only in the Members 
C or at leaſt ch3effy ) but there is fiIll a #311zngneſs of the. 
A1ind.chis Is no matter of queſtioning our Eſtate. Where 
the 31d ourt- goes and our-does the body, and the Appet- | 
thee ro Datries continues in vigour, tho? there be a lavgulſh- 
Ing of the zetsr4l firexgth and wearineſs of the Bodily Organs | 
this is notour fin, bur affl{&ton. But too commonly the 
body-hath ſo much influence upon the Mind, and cauſcth | 
a liſilefaefs avd Nuggiſhnels there, and makes it negligent | 
In irs office 3. Yet when this doth proceed from the falling | 
of the (ſpirits, rired with bodily labour and exerciſe, and 
from the diſtempers of the parrs, our moſt pitiful Father h 
confiders our frame, and remembers we are bu: duſt: And |* 
our merciſal High-Piieft rhar is not untouched wlth che * 
| _ fenfe of our infirmicies Is ready to frame our cxcule, That | 

| The ſpirit is willing, but the fleſp is weak. 


2. Where | 


Fadiciouſly Reſolved. 7 4% 
2, Where our wearineſs in, and x1w3llizeftſs to duties, 
; only gr«du21 and partial, not plenary and prevelent, itis 
fot ſufficient to conclude our (elves graceleſs : While the 
Twins are together in the Womb, and twe Nations withe 
n our bowels, there wil! be contrary Ioclinarions. The 
feſh will never ſay Awen, toa good motion as fach, bur 
\will be tluſting againſt che Spirit, and will bang back when 
|the Spirſr puts forwards, and pulls down when the Spirir 
uf |beods upwards ; $o that while corruption remalneth,there 
will be always a diſſenting party, and continual conflis,' 
from whence fe is no wonder there ſhould ariſe ſove wearls ' 
[ieſst Yet the Spiritis the prevailing intereſt, and tho' ofs ' 
2. |enrimes foyled, yer hath oily the maſteric in the combar 
1s. {nd carries ir againft the fleſh, thongh not without much 
s |efiſtance and relutancy from the rebel opponent, 
| 3: Where chis wearineſs is only trexfient, during the 
{preſent temptation or defefion, which as ſoon as the tyr= 
{ed Soul can get out of it, recurns to its former temper and 
fleaſure in holy dutics, there is only matter of humillation 
But when it {s the ſertled permanent and habitual frame of 


Na 


rd- the mind, iris a matter of queſtioning our conditions, 
kes The Holy Pſalmift under a dilertion, was even almoſt pera 


vided to give over with Religion : bat when he 1s hiya 
f, nothiog is ſo ſweer, nothing ſo lovely and defireable 
ohim, as the duries of holineſs, Bur for them wbo have 
1d their ordinary ſettled conrie and frame, no mind ro du» 
es, bur are halled ro them by Conſcience, or engaged by 
Company, as Cuſtom, of the like, thelr caſe Is fearful in' 
that meaſure, that dury is unpleafing and not loyed, 
ans | 4+ Where this wearineſs of, and «nw3llizgneſs to Dutles 
the | painſul and griveous, as a fore in the Kyc, as 2 ſickneſs 
eh |0 the Hearr, the ſtate 14 good 3 but where Ir is naturally 
ent flowed, an4 meers with little or no refiſtance, lt is a black 
Ing uk, For this argues there is nothing bur fl:(h; that there 
nd 3nocontrary Principle in ſuch a hearr. For if there were 
ner ſhe Spire would ar left make oppoſicion: This was the 
nd ery frame of thoſe unſanRified finners that counted the 
rhe Mbbaths and (ſervices of God an unprofitable burden, & 
hat Nery wearineſs, a bondage not to be bora, Mel. 1 13, A 
fraclous heart when xxder ſuch a diſtemper, as that Gods . : 
ere Aivice ſecms a wearineſs, Is even weary of himlcif, wats 
BP a LS x 


= 


46 | Caſes of f,onſcience 
this. is burdenſome he is a burden to himſelf, He cannot 
enjoy him(clf, while in. ſuch a frame wherein he cannot | 
enjoy God-; and If this be the Caſe , our State is good, | 
though the frame be bad. 
$. Where this. wearineſs and znwillingneſs is not from | 
a rooted diſlike of the food, but an accidental avd preter- 
nataral adiſpoſition of the ſtomach, or being diſappointed 
of Gads preſeace in duties, the maln fiate is ſafe. You 
know under a dificmper the Appetite may ditguſt, and 
nauleare the food that a man doth love above all other 
. meats whenihe is. well, and ſo it is here. Do you when 
. you ace your ſelves, reliſh more ſweetneſs In Gods ſervice 
than in. your Meats and Drinks? Ate no ſweets fo 
delightful to you as fellowfhip.and communion. with God, 
when you can attain to It in Duties ? Do you come away 
diſcontented beczulc you cannot meet with God? Is the. 
ground why your countenances fall,and your hearts be diſ- 
cPuraged, becauſe you have ( with them ) tolled and 
ſpread the Ner, and hayc not caught what you went for : | 
becaule you have'na anſwer nor income from God ? Iftt | 
be thus, it is. a ſigo your hearts b<ſet upon God 3 And. 
that you place che happineſs and camfort of your {ves in | 
God, and fo that ycaur fate Is ſafe ; Otherwiſe when there | 
Is a fixed antipathy.to duties, and an habitual; diſlike of 
them and.contrarlety to them the Caſe is very (ad. 
6, Where our weerineſs and xxwillingneſ. is ſuch as makes |. 
ns 20 give over our duties, ſo as to live in the ordinary ne- 
& of them,ſriisa fearlul ſign + Bur where notwithſiand- | 
Be prefent diſcouragements, we hold on io rhe perform- 
ence of our duties, and a humble waiting upon God, for 
removal of our difficaltles till we are brought to a better 
frame, this argues weil. The Church her ſelf maybe great» 
ly deſerted, Burthen ſhe gives not over Dutſes, but ſeeks 
aſter her beloved, and makes diligeut enquiring, and will 
nor be at reſt nil ſhe hach found him. But the hypocrite 
gives up and will-nor wait upou the Lord any longer, Not 
bur thata deſerted Soul, may under the violence of temp-} 
_tarions omic duties for atime ; Bur his conditjon this while 
| bs moſt peinſul, reſtleſs and grievous to him, and he quick- 
ly returns again , and never comes tollye qmier, in the 
ordinary omiſſionof known dutics, 


A. 
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Concth, A 


Judietoaſly Rifobved, 41 
Coxtls. 1. When onr weerzneſs and wiwiliingneſs Is fach 
a5 makes us fail our with the ſervice of Chriſt, and willing 


to eaſe our ſelves of his yoke, andro throw off his burden 


| This is a bad fizn : Bur when we fall on with our (elves, 


and juftific and approve Chrifts Ways and Service, it is 
well, Thus it was with Perl + He doth 'nor quarrel whth 
the Law, as too (rift and roo ſevere, nor think of break- 
log off his bonds, and raking bis liberty, but he plexds for 


} the Law, and greatly approves it and commends it, and 


en 


condemns the backwardnefs of his own nature, Rom. 7. 12, 


' 25, When men are more willing to be r}d of Chrifts bur= 


den, than of the diſtemper that makes ir grievous,and caſt 
abour for cafe, by widening thelr bonds , and not by 


' bringing their minds ro them, it Is a wofal diſcovery of an 
unſound heaerr, Abd thus much for this'Tafe. 


Awakening Queſtions Propounded to the. 
Onconvened, 


And Counſels to the Converted. 


"Fm I may reach every Mans Cafe, I ſhal ſpeak ſome-- | 
thing to the Unconveried;and ſomething to the Conm: 
verced, | " 
For the Unconverted,there are theſe Six Queſtions which 
I would adviſe them ro put to their Souls, 


 Q' 1, hat Efjate did my Soul come into the World int Was 
it nor in a ftatc of Death, Eph. 2. 1. An Eſtate "of prath* 
Verſe 3. Sirs, awake and bethink your ſelyes where you 
are, and whither you are golng. While you are in yout _ 
patural unconverted unbelieving fate, all your fins arcutt- | 
pardoned, and the wrath of God abideth on you, Ads g. 
19. 7ohs 3. 36. Suppoſe you ſaw a poor Creature hang» 
Ing over fiery furnace by nothing bur « ewitte threed like | 
to break evcry'moamenr, would” nor your hearrs ſhake for | 
ſuch ao one? Sirs, ir Is your yery Caſe, you hang over the 
infernal burnizgs by nothing, but the ſmall thred of your. 

K 3 lives, , 


"Caſes of toaferuee. 
Chap- III. | 
A Fourth CASEof CONSCIENEE. 


W*; wearineſs in, and wiwillingntſs ts dutits, may 
[tand with grace, and what not ? 
Wh. For the reſolving this, ſome difiin&ions muſt | 
be premiſed, and then ſome Conclufions elicited. } 
” Þ-Di#inf. This wearineſs and wnwillingneſs muſt be diſ- 
xinguiſhed. 1. According to the Degrees of it, and ſo it is: þ 
either pa7ijel and gradxel, or elſe prevalent and plenary. 2. 
Kecording to the Subjef of it: And fo this weerineſs ls | 
- either ofthe Members, or elſe of the Mind. 3. According it! 
20 che prevelency of ir, and (ſo It 1s either tranſient and voce 
tonal, or elſe ſettled and bebitxal. 4. According to the 
ſenſe we have of it, and ſoft is eſther matter of a/lowence ro: St 


© 5, or matter of axnoJence. 5. According to-the Ceyſe of Jleaſ 
. Bt, and ſolris either from a fixed 4iſlihe of food, or elſe but \ 
from an «cczdevtal diſiemper of the Stomach, 6, Accord- | ie if 
Ing to the effefts of Ir, for it is either viforiovs and makes Ihe! 
us give over duties, or elſe abhorred and repulſed by Grace [id 
the Chriſtian (till holding on inthe way of Duty. 'f, 
\Conclx. 1. Where this wearlnefs is only in the Members: 191 
Cor at leaſt jeff ) but there is fill a#illzngneſs of the if 
Aind.this Is no matcer of queſtioning our Eſtate. Where 
the 4314 out- goes and our-does the body, and the Appet- ' vt 
the ro Duties continues in vigour, tho? there be a lavgulſh- Ma 
Ing of the zetx74/ ſirength and wearineſs of the Bodily Organs | 4 
this is nor our fin, bur affii&ion. But too commonly the *' 
 body*hath (o much influence upon the Mind, and cauſcth  'Þ 
a liſtlefnefs avd Nuggiſhnels chere, and makes it negligent V0 
 Inirs office 3; Yet when this doth proceed from the failing 
of the ſpirits, rired with bodily labour aud exerciſe, and 7c 
from the diſtempers of the parts, our moſt pitiful Farher 
confiders our frame, and remembers we are bur duſt: And | 
our mercilal High-Pcleſt rhar is nor untouched with che Þ 
- Fenfe of our infirmiries is ready to frame our excuſe, That 
- The ſpirit is willing, but the fltſh is weak. 
Hy = 2. Where | 


Fudiciouſly Reſolved 48 
2, Where our wearineſs in, and anwillizgftſs to duties, 
;only er4du2l and partial, not plexary and prevalent, itis 
jor ſufficient to conclude our (elves graceleſs : While the 


| our bowels, there will be contrary Inclinarions. The 
eſh will never ſay Awe2, to a good motion as fach, bur 
{il be lufting againſt che Spit, and will hang back when 
e Spirit pats forwards, and pulls down when the Spirir 
ends upwards ; $o thar while corruption remalneth,there 
"hill be always a diſſenting party, and continual conflits, 


enrimes foyled, yerhath woſily the maſteric in the combar 
dd carries it againſt the fleſh, thongh nor without mach 
efiſtance and reluftincy from the rebel opponent. 
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 Freſent temptation or defeRion, which as ſoon as the tyr= 
- id Soul can get out of ir, recurns to its former temper and 


\ ſleaſure in holy dutics, rhere is only matter of humillation 
> but when it [s the (ertled permanent and habitual frame of 
iris a matter of queſtioning our conditions, 


, fe mind, 
> The Holy Pſalmift under a dilſercion, was even almoſt perz 
> ſnaded to give over with Religion ; bat when he is þiya 
!f, nothiog is ſo ſweer, nothing ſo lovely and defireable 
ohim, as the Curies of holineſs, Bur for them wbo have 
their ordinary ſettled conrſe and frame, no mind ro du» 


SO ED 


ſat meaſore,' that dury is unpleafing and not loved. 

| 4+ Where this wearineſs of, and #nwillizgneſs to Dutles 
k paſnſul and griveons, as a ſore in the Eye, as a ſickneſs 
t the Hearr, the ſtate ſx good 3 but where Ir is na;urall 

lowed, and meets with little or no refiſtance, lt is a blac 

ark, Forthls argues there'is nothing bu! fleſh;/that there 
3no contrary Principle in ſuch a hearr. For if there were 
he Spiri: would at left make oppoſicion : This was the 
i frame of thoſe unſanRified finners rhat counted the 


ibbaths and ſervices of God an unproficable burden, @ 
ery wearineſs, a bondage nor to be bora, Mal. L 13. A 
Iaclous heart when x#der ſuch a diſtemper, as that Gods 
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'wins are together in the Womb, and twse Nations with-' 


om whence itis no wonder there ſhould ariſe ſoxe wearls 
eſs: Yer the Spirit is the prevailing intereſt, and tho'ofs 


| 3: Where chis wearineſs 1s only trexfeent, during the 


es, bur are halled to them by Conſcience, or- engaged by' 
fompany, as Cuftom, of the like, tlielr caſe Is fearful in' 


(vice ſeems a wearineſs, Is even weary of himlſclf, whiles | 


"ER Caſes of Conſcience 
this is burdenſome he is a burden ro himſelf, He cannot 
enjoy him(clf, while in ſuch a frame wherein he cannot 


enjoy God-; and If rhis be the Caſe , - our State is good, | 


though the frame be bad. 

$. Where this. wearineſs and vawillingneſs is not from 
a rooted diſlike of the food, but an accidental avd preter- 
nataral adiſpoſition of the ſtomach, or belog diſappointed 
of Gods preſence in duties, the maln ſtate js ſafe. You 
know. under a diftemper the Appetite may ditguſt, and 


meats. whenihe is. well, and ſo it is here. Do you when 
you ace your ſelves, reliſh more ſweetneſs In Gods ſervice 
than in your Meats, ard Drinks? Ate no ſweets fo 
delightful to you as fellowſhip and communion with God, 
when you can attain to Ir in Duties ? Do you come away 


ground why your countenancecs fall,and your hearts be diſ- 
cpuraged, becauſe you have ( with them ).tolled and 


ſpread the Ner, and hayc not caught what you went for :! 


naulcare the food that a man doth love above all other | 


| 


| 
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becauſe you have no anſwer nor income from God ? Ifit. 


be thus, ir is.a go your hearts b<ſet upon God 3 And 
that you place-the happineſs and camfort of your {lyes in 
God, and ſo that your fate Is ſafe : Otherwiſe when there 


them and.contrarlety to them, the Caſe is very ſad. 


6, Where our weerineſs and xxwillingneſ: is ſuch as makes | 


1s 20 give over our dutles, (o as to live in the ordinary ne- 


82 preſent diſcouragemen's, we hold on io rhe periorm- 


& of them, (tis a fear(ul ſign + Bur where 'notwithſiand- | 


| 


Is a fixed antipathy.to duties, and an habitual: diſlike of 
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diſcontented beczulc you cannot meet with God? Is the . 


| 


ance of our duties, and a humble walting upon God, for þ 


removal of our difficaltlcs clll we are brought to a better | 


frame, this argues weil. The Church her ſelf may be great» 
ly deſerted, But chen ſhe gives not over Dutjes, but ſecks 
aſter her beloved, and makes diligent enquiring, and will 
nor be-at-reft until ſhe hath found him. But the hypocrite 


gives up and will-not wait upou the:Lord any longer, Not | 
bur thats deferred Soul, may under the violence of temp-| 


tarions omic duries for a time; Bur his condicjon this while 
Is moſt peinſul, reſtleſs and grievers to him, and he quick- 
ly returns again , and never comes tolive qmier, i the 


ordinary omiſſionof known dutic, 


CQncln, Te ; 


| Judiciofly Riſelved, | 47 
of | Coxtls, 5. When onr weerzneſs and willingneſs Is fach 
nor | a5 makes us fail our with the ſervice of Chriſt, and willing 
1d, | to caſe our ſelves of his yoke, andto throw off his burden 

® | This is a bad f(izn : Bur when we fall ont with our felves, 
m | and jaftific and approve Chrifts Ways and Service, It is 
er. | Well, Thus it was with Pex! : He doth 'nor quarrel with 
eq | the Law, as too firidt and roo ſevere, nor think of break. 
ou \ Jog off his bonds, and raking bis liberty, bur he plexds for 

1} the Law, and greatly approves it and commends t, and 


” { condemns the backwardnefs of his own nature, Rom. 7. 12, 
en | 25. When-men are more willing to be r{d of Chrifts bur= 
ice | den, than of the diſtemper'that makes ir grievous,and caſt 


ſo | About for cafe, by widening thelr bonds , and not by 
4, | bringing their mInds to them, it Is a woful diſcovery of an | 
' | unſound licerc, And thus much for this'Tefe. 


ay | 

he |. Ss 
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:{ Awakening Queſtions Propounded to the. 

Ei Ornconveried, 

io. 

e | And Counſels to ihe Converted, 

bf | = 
| Fin I may reach every Mans Caſe, I hal {peak ſome- } 

| thing to the Unconver:ed,and ſomething to the Conw- | 


* | verced, .Þ 
-| For thelinconverted, there are theſe Six Queſtions which- 
= , I would adviſe them ro put to thelr Souls, 
f 


" Q'r. hat Eftate did my Soxl come into the world int Wis 
| ir norin a tare of Death, Eph. 2. 1, An Eſtate 'of 9rath* 
| Perſe 3. Sirs, awake and berhink your ſelves where you | 
j| are, and whither you are golng. While you are in your | 
| 


patural unconverted unbelieving fate, all your fins arc ut. | 
pardoned, and the wrath of God abideth 'on you, Afts $3. 
19, Johs 3. 36. Suppoſe you ſaw a poor Creature hang- 
ing over « fiery furnace by nothing but « ewine threed like 
to break every 'momenr, would nor your hearts ſhake for | 
ſuch an one? Sirs, ir Is your yery Caſe, you hang over the - 

infernal burnizgs by nothing, but the ſmall thred of your 
| : K 3 lives, . 


| Caſes of Conſciente 

Hives. which you know not but It may erack the next mo= 
ment, and then where are you? IH this a Caſe for you to 
90 on merily, and contentedly in, 

Q. II. hat condition 3s my ſoxlin? Am 1changed and 
+renewed by converſion, or am 1 not? Speak conſcience, 
Hath this man, this woman been foandly and ſavingly 
changed both in Heart and Life? Where are your Evidence? 
Can you ſhew the marks of the Lord Jeſus upon your ſouls; 
Let your Confcience anſwer, Where was the piace ? What 
was the meanz? When was the time that thy (foul was 
throvghly renewed? Atleaſt if thou caftinot fhew the Time 


Place. nor Means, can you p7ove the Things ? Can you (ay, - 


with him, [ one thing I know, that whereas I was blind 
;Inow ſee, || Sirs, be not deceived, 1 tell you whatever you 
be, and whatever you do, nothing will avall you to Sava: 
tlon except you be new Creatures, Gal. 6.15. | 

Q, It. #hat if I ſhoxld loſe my ſoxlt What feir work ſhould 
I make of it then? This is very poſſible, Mat. 16. 26, Yer 
It is the cafe of the moſt : There are but few, few of the 
Children of men that de eſcape ſafe to Heaven, Mat. 7.14» 


Sirs, be aware of your danger, and ſear left a promiſe be- 
ing lefr of entrlng into Reft, any of you ſhould at laſt come 


ſhort of it, H:b, 4. 1. Suppoſe a man were totravel through 
ome perillous Wood or Wilderneſs, haying bur one Jew- 
el in all the World ia which his 44 was boundup , and 
thould ſee ſome fland on one hand, and ſome onthe other, 
and here one company in this place, and another In thar, 
| erying outunder the hands of fome cruet Robbers: Oh in 
* Whar fear would this Traveller go, lefi he ſhould loſe his 
| Tewe], and be robbed of all ar once ? Why, thou art the 
man, This Traveller is thy (elf : This Jews! 1s thy Soul ; 
* This Wilderneſs, or Wood, ischis World thou-art £9 Tra+ 
| vel tbrough (warms of Sins, Leglons of Devils , a whole 
{ World of Temptarions. Theſe are the Robbers that lie in 
 walt for thy ſon}, and if all that theſe can do, can keep 
- thee out of Heaven thou ſhalr never come there. Oh what 
| If thy Pride, or Worldlincfs, thy Delays, and Triffiings 
In Rellgſon, ſhould at laft betray thy Soul into the Robbers 
* hands! Other loſſcs may be repaired; but thy Soul being 
| once loſt, God is loft, Chrlift 1s loft, Heaven, all loft for. 


| evcrmore. | 
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' _ Judicionſly Reſolved. 45 

Q. IV. thet do I do for my Sox! ? What, have I a Soul, 
an immortal Soul ro care for, and look no better after ir, 
nor beſtow no more of my rtme; or pains uponſt,no more 
of my thoughts abour ir? When Axgs/ixs the Emperour 
ſaw the outlandi/h Woman carrying Apes, and ſuch kind of 


-ſtrange Creatures in the Streets fn their Arms, he azked, 


What! have the Women in theſe Countries no Children? 
So it may be faid of manie among us, that are early and 
late at their worfd[y buſineſs, bur let the care of Religion 
tie by negicted ; what have theſe men no: Souls ? Why 


| min, haſt thou a Soul, and yer does fo little in thy Cloſer, 


ſo little In thy Family, from day to day for 1t? Whar 
meaneſt thou, Oſlceper? Arlfe, ca!l opon thy God, thar. 
thon periſh not, Zoneb 1, 6. What will become of thy Soul, 
if thou lookeſt to ſronly ar this careleſs rate ? | 

' 2 V. what if God ſhoxld this night require thy Soul 2 
Where woxld death land thee? Luke 12. 19, 20, There was 
one that promifed himſelf many merry des and Years, as fe 
Is like thou doft ; but that ſame night God called for his 
Soul. Sirs, are you in your poſtures ? are you fit to dle? 
Oh dare not to live jo ſuch a Caſe, nor in that courſe, in 
which you would not dare todle? gn. . 

 Q. VI, What « happy Caſe were 131, if I had but ſecured 
*y Soul? Oh, ifthis were bur once done , how ſweetly 
mighteft thon live ! Then rhou mipzhteſt ear thy Bread, | 
and drink thy Wine with a merry Heart, when aſſured that | 
God accepteth thee and thy works, Eccleſ. 94 59, Thenthow 
mighteſt ile down in peace, and riſe vp in peace y goour 
and come in peace; then thou mighteſt look death fn the 
face, thon mighreft look dangers In the face, Yea, look 
Devils is the face, avd never be afrald; Oh Sirs, if there 
be any Enſurence office for Sou!s In all the World, ane 
would think you ſhould be ſeeking to tt, And thus much 
for the Oeſftions, which though of uſe to all, yer were in« 
teaded chiefly for unconverted, impenitent Souls 


ELL OY K 4 Counſels - 


Caſes of Conſcience 


Counſels ed Cordials for the 
Converted. - 


The Counſels are theſe. 


Coun, I; PE Het you put bard to it, to get that by theſe 
hazardoxs opportanities that may quit all 


your Coſi, What pitty is ir that you 
fhould adventure much and yer again bur little? How ſad 
would it be, if you ſhould ar laſt ſuffer deeply for your Con- 
} fctentlogs irtendance upon God fn ſuch ſeaſons, and when 
| you come [ntoa priſon or into Binifhment, ſbould find 
| tha! you bad rior got that by them that would bear you cur, 
| Coun, I. Thatyon valne no Mercy barely as it ſerves in 
| Conttxt.to your liſh; but as it ſtanas in order to Ettrnity: 
| id #9 ſerve to the furthering Jour Makers glorg.. God hath 


feleived you Hberties, and hath refiored mine; But what | 


| all (fiis? Uuleſs we emprove our [ibertles for Eternity, 
| what. are we berter than thoſe thatare in Priſon, it thishe 
Une Moiage we have, alltile more content to our fleſh? 
| The Cypher put to the Figure is of great Confideratlon, 
| bur put by ir (elf, it ſignifies nothing at all. Theſe Crea» 
- tire comforts feparated (row thelr reipe& to God and 
\ Ricrnicy, are of novalue ; Butln order to theſe ends 
| fliey fighifie mach. We havecaſe and fulneſs, when many 
| Others are in pains, and in poverty; and we have much 
| the liarr of them, if we be wiſc to Improve our Health in 
' laylog inapace againſt a wet day, and preparing apace for 
* Eternity :; And if we (ſerve the Lord with the more abun» 
* daar diligence; and chearfulnefs, and gladneſs of heart In 
| the abundance of all things. Bus if this be all we have by 
Ir, thac our bones do lie alltile ſofrer, and our Palates are 
| tickled with alltile the more delilghr, what profit have we 
| by our health, or our eftares ? If they that be ſick, or poor- 
| do love the Lord as well, or ſerve the Lord as much as wez. 
| they have the advantage of us, and better were 1t for us to 
| bs. poor and fick as they be. 


Coun, 


| 
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Hell? And what deſperate careleſſneſs doth this argue, to - 


fo, certainties. Beloved, certainty may be bad : - Elſe the 


bur a deluſion : Who tells us they know they are paſſed 


keep the World whilſt thou haſt it, and hold whar thou | | 


| | Jaarczonſly Reſolved. Tr 36 
Counſ, II. Ref? not in probabilities ſor Hravtn, but labour 


it | 
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connſel of God to make our Calling and Eleftion ſure were in 
vain, 2 Per, 1- 10: Eiſe the experience of the Sators were 
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from death to Life, 1 Johx 3. 14: 2 C07, 5+ 1. Job. 19, 25, 
26, Elſe the power of (elf-ref]:Qion were to no pnepoſes. 
and the (plrit which Is in man ſhould nor know the things of 
the man, x Cor, 2, 11. Now If a certainty may be had, vill 
you not put in for ir, and turn every ſtone but that you' 
will getit ? Slirs, now, ifever, you have need to put hard 

ro it ro get aſſurance. Weare 8t miſerable nncertalniles : 
for all ourward enjoyments 3 we know nor how foon we | 
may be cajled to part with them all : Chriftlans, what do 
you mean ? Will yon be content to have nothing ſure? {ff 
Will you nor ſettle your everlaſilng condition, now you are- |] 
ſo unſetled az to your outward condition ? What will you 

do in the day of viſitation when extremiry comes in upon 

you, if you haye no aſſurance that God will receive you ?' 
Jt wonld make ones Heart tremble ro think of being put vp- 
on ſuch a fearful tempratlon to pare with all for Chriſty. | 
and nor to be fure- of 'him neither 2 O man, what an ad» | 
vantage will the remprer now have pon thee, when he. 

fhzl (upgeſt, wile thou be ſuch a fool as to let go all at once?” 
Thoa {ec{t Hcaven fs not ſure, Chriſt is not (ure, therefore 


> — 


pn — 
—_=-—— == 
MW _ —_—_ = 


- — — ——_ 


ns 
CE EE OC TIS 


haft ſure ; Beloved, what a fearful ſlighring of God and 
contempt of teaven, avd giory, and all rhe Promiſes doth - | 
thus argue, that you can be conrent ro bear uncertainties. 
whether they be yours or no ? How: many of you be there ©. 
thit do not know whether you be golng to Heaven or to 


29 on from Week to Week in ſucha caſe? Some hopes: | 
you hape that you ſhil do well , . but pur nor me off with + 
hoprs, never be (arisfied til you are able to fay, not ovly,” 
I bope | (hell be ſaved, but 1 brow Tan paſed from death to 
life: 1 know that when the eerthly bouſe of this tabtrnacle ſHell * 
be diſſolved, 1 bave « building not made with hands, Ec: - 
2 Cor. «<, I. 


= 


Coun, IV. Be not ſatisfied with the truth of Grace, bt 
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ks; have - 


wards the increaſe, That perſon thar doth not defice and 
. deſign perfe Gon, never came np to fincetiry, . He that 


| RR Caſes of conſcience CO OT EAR rY 
hare attalned the Evidence of Grace, but. put on har4 to-+ 


Cefires Grace truly, defices It not barely as a bridge to Hca-- | 


ven, and ſo to ſeek no more than will jafi bear bl charges 
thither ; Bur he defiges 1t for i:$own (ike 3 And therefore 
defires the height of ir, That perſon that defires Grace 
only for Heavens ſike,and enquires what is the loweſt mea- 
furc of Grace that any one may have to. come to Heaven, 
( by «hich he meancth but to be ſeved from miſery.) upou 
this deſign, that if he could burcome to that pitch , he 
would defireno more.; that perſon 1s rotten ar the heart, 
Chriſilans, the Lord doth expeR of you, that you ſhould 
not be Babes and Drawfs ;, He looks now eſpecially that 
you ſhould make ſome progreſs : What do you. more than 
. heretofore? What / Do you fcel his Spurs in your ſides, 
and his whip at your backs; and yer never mend your pace 
In Relſgion, nor ſtir one jor the faſter ; Let me commend 


to you. Pax!'s fludy, Phil. 3. 12, 13, 14, It argucs a 


_ baſe and unworthy ſpirit to content our elves with lictle 

thivgs in Reilgion. , 

Coun. V.. Lebox! that Holineſs may become Jour Nature, 
and. R1ligion you? bufineſs, Then you are Come to ſomewhat 
Jndecd In R:liglon, when the work of God Is become your 
natoral and beloved Imployment ,, your Meat and Drink, 


your Work and Wages. When yoxr Tongues. and Hearts 


'- do as naturally run on God as others on and- of the World: 
\Mach of that/may be attained by conflant Care and Pray- 
_ . er, Brethrep, Jet Gods work he done by you, not by the 


by, buras your greateſt buſineſs, Seth. /;r/t the Kingdom of 


Gead, Mat. 6, 33, And whatſoever you. be, you may be 
able to glve thar account of your ſclves, that our Saviour 
ald when echey enquired of Him, that 70% aye about Jour 
Fathers buſineſs, Luke 2+ $59; 

Conn. V.\. Confine not your Religion to Jour Knees, but C4ts 
Yy you £n even fÞun threed. of Holineſs through your wholt 
Core, Brethren, *cis the diſgrace of Religion, that Chri- 
filans are (o unlike thetſclves, unleſs it be when they are 
ln holy Duties, This wounds Religion to the quick, when 
ir ſhall be (ald of Profeſſors, thefe Mcn indeed will pray 


* Uke Angeis, bur for ought we canſee they arc means 
| and. 
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7udiciouſly Reſolved: 
and as Touchy as any other Men, and they are as hard in 
th-ir Dealings, and make as llttle Conſcience of their Words 
35 others do; Beloved think: not Religion , lles only, or 
caiefly, in Praying, Hearing, Reading, No,you muſt be 
throvghout Religious Sirs, bring forth your Religion our of 
your Cloſers into your ordinary Courle.Let there not be & 
fe of Holineſs on the onifide of the Cloath, bur let Holle 
neſs be woven into the whole of your Converſations. Here 
lies the excellency and difficulty of Religion: When you 


have the bairs of fatemperance before you, then to hold || 


the Reins hard, and deny your fleſh, when you have pro» | 
yocation before you, and then to bite in your paſſions and' 
bridle the unruly Member ; When you have Dealings with 
others: Then to proceed by that golden Rule of Equity and 
Charity, To do to others as Jour Conſcience tells you, 10% would 
have them ds in libtCaſeto you. When you are called ups 
on in your (evcral Relations, then to behave your'ſelyes 
with that tenderneſs. and love , with that reverence and 
ob:dience, with that courtefie and condeſcention and kind- 
neſs-that becomes you in your vyackous capacities: In this I 
{ay lies the exceliency of Religion, 

Coun. VII, Ever walk with yoxr End in your Eve. leis: 
true , according ro the uſual Aimilitnde, The Traveller 
thinks not of hls Jeurneys and every fiep, nor need hes 
Yer there is no Traveller but thinks of ic at his ſerting out: 
Brethren, there Is nothing hinders buc thar with prayer | 
and Watchfulceſs you might come to thls, in every ſolemn: | 
ation to mind God &s your End : .Impoſe this upon your | 
ſelves as yonr daily Rule to walk by, never to lye down } 
bur with theſe thoughts { well, 1 will make uſe of my Bed' | 
as an Ordinance of God, for my natural Refreſhment that ſer= | 
vant of bis may be fitted for his work. \ Never to riſe up 
but with theſe rboughts, I will ſet forth this Day in the: 
Name of the Lord: and wake it 1m) buſineſs this dey through» 
okt to plecſe him: Never to ſet about our Callings, bur ln- 
the enterance to think thus | 1 will ſet «boxt my Employ- 
ment in Obedience to'God, berauſe this is bis: will, that I © 
ſhoxld walk woth bin in my plece and ſtation, | Neverto 
ſet down to your Tables bu: thinking, 1 will now Eat and 
drink not meerly to feed my fleſh, but to chtriſh a Servant of 
Chriſt Zeſus, that he may heve ſtrtngth for bis ſervice. | cn 

t 
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Caſes of Conſcience 


| this upon your ſelves, and examine In the evening, how: 
., you have minded jr, and check your fives wherein you: 


come ſhort. Once learn this, and you are ccme to (ome- 


. thing: And you fhiil have the undoubted Evidence of your 


finceriry, and ſhall know the Infide of that bleſſed myftery. 
_ of walking with God. 


£ 


Coun. lit. Br, 4nd ds Wore than ordinary in your Fami- 
lies&C loſets now in the defeFs of the more publih Ordinences, 


t. In your Cloſets : Sce that your conſcicuces be able to- 


bcar you witn<t3, thatunder Gods extraordinary Providen- 


| Ces, you do more chan ever in anſwer thereunto, It may 
be you. prayed twice fa the Day therefore ; Why fhould 


you not at ſuch atime as this is, make one vifit more than 
_ ordinary to Heaven, dally to*repreſent before God the Caz |} 


lamities of his Church. This . be ſore of, that ſomewhat 


| more than heretofore maſl now be doney clle God will 


 hnok upon Himſelf as forolerably ſlighted : and upon his: 


| Church as moſi unnaturaily negleGed if we do nor now put 
| toſt. Be more than ever, fn ſelf examinarion. God doth 
| Ibok-that when he is tryipg of us, we ſhould be much in 


; 
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the trial of our ſelves. And here ler me pur Ir ro your 
conſciences: How are your Rules for daily Examination 
looked after? Do youtry your ſelves by them from day to 
day ? 'Ah wretched negligence / What have you giver your 
approbatioh and paſſed your promiſe , and yet even in 
ſuch a Day as this, ſo mach forget your Daty? Go1 ex« 
p:Ry ic of you, that now you ſee him angry, you ſhould 
wich more jealous. fear; and tender circumſpealon, and 


| holy watchfuineſs, and ſelf. denial walk: before him; elſe 


you will greatly incenſe his indignation, when he fhall ſee 


| that yob tJight his anger. ; 


2,. [n your Fantilies:Chrifiians, now the Lord calls alou 


apon you to ſer your houſes in order. Ohſee what is a miſs. 


in.them,and ſtrive ro caſt ont that which may be.a provo« 
__ | Three things I adviſe you io reference to your Fa, 
M lies. 

1, Thet yeu ſet up the ſolemn exerciſe of amy wg weekly 
ayorg thin ; Methipks 1 would nor quefiion, 


ut that in" 
eyery godly Family there Is a care of the Catechiſm. But- 
when.Governours do only impoſe It. In. general. upnn their - 
familles,, and. occaſignaly , take. an account, L w_. in 
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; Judicion 5 Reſelwed | $5 _ \| 
fierle progreſs is made:and therefore I beſeech you to maks i 
i a $0/:#n Standing and conflant Extrciſe, and to expe of 


| your Children and Servants as due an account Weekly of 
| whar they have learn'd in the Principles of Religlo), as 


of any buſineſs of your own, Oh the fncredlable benefir 


; that would ſpeedily come of this, if I could but perſwades 
; and prevail with my Heaters in ſofmall a Requeſt a3 this? 


2. That you be ofren inquiring into their ſpiritual Eſtates 3 
Follow them cloſe, and ler them have no quiet, lll yon (ce 


they ſcriouſly mind and ſeek ſpiritual things, Por them 
: upon ſecret Prayer , Provide helps for them till they are 
' able co go withour them: Shew them often the neceſſity of 
*' Regencration,andConverſion, and the nature rhereof, Par 
; them In min1of the fearful miſery of an unregenerate E- 

; ſtare, Ak them often whether they are Converted of note ||} 
; Shew-them che danger of delaying ia ſuch a caſe, Beloved. || 
| *eis roo ſadly evidenr,thart as the Ordinances are now ſome 


where managed, theres lictle Converſion-work like ro be 


done. Oh you Governours of Families, do but your dury _ {| 


fn your ſeveral places, and I 4oubt nor but many Souls will || 


. heyertheieſs b: Born to Chriſt, even fn, uch a day a5 thisd 


3; Cell them to an 4ccount of their proficiency by every oppor= 
txnity. Ifthere be but a Sermon or a Chaprer, read, ler 
them glve you ſome account of ir. Thus onr Savious, when 
the Deſctples ( hls Family ) were in private, he was asKe {|| 
ivg chem whether they did underſtand, and profic by what || 
they heard in publick, li 
non At. 13 I; | 

Coun, IX. Bt not diſcoxraged by the preſent Difficulties || 
0j. Religion, but rather rejozce in the oppertunity to (ſhtw your | 
Love and Loy4/iy to your Lord, Do not think God hath !! 
dealt hardly with you, now your Religion 1s like ro coſt || 
you ſomething, and preſently think of ſhrinking and draw- || 
ing back ro preſeryc your ſafety, If you do love the |] 
Lord jeſus you ſhould rejoyce, & be zxceeding glad In the || 
opportunity to ſhew rr. brethren, what hath your Religion |! 
Coft yow , hitherto? And for hame (off:r nor your | 
ſhrinking,end wichdrawing to rell the worid thar you have | 
no: love enough re Chriſt, zo eagage you rocun any h:Zurd. || 
for him.. Do you indeed love the Lord ? Oh then now || 
rejoyce and. be exceedivggiad, for never had you ſach # |) 

OPPOrs || 


=_ Caſes of Conſcience | 

- opperranity, Inall your lives, to fkew your love 23-now,for | 
never were you called to adventure fo for him, and his ſer- 
vice, as now you be. Now reſolve, that if Religion will 
make you Vile you, will be.yet more Viie ; and let your 
Real and Reſolutzon for God be intended and heighned by. 
'the oppoſiclon.. | 


—_—_ lr. 
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The Cordials follow, which are Sacrament- 
Cordials. 


Moſt: dearly Beloved Brethren, ns 
"His Holy Sacrament is appointed as a ScalingOrdinance 
berween Chriſt and you. The Covenants are made,the 
terms are agreed to 08 both ſides?Gad is willlag to be yours, 
to all latents and purpoſes your Shield and exceeding 
 greatReward,your refuge and your Reſt. yourGod,and your 
. Gulde, While Chcift haih.it you ſhall never want;and what 
 Ged is to him (chat he In your order.) will be to you. 
 . You again( through Grace ) are williog to be hls. His: 
in his owa way; and on his own terms ; willing to ſerve 
him ; willing to faſhion your ſelvezafter him. Will- 
ing to be betfothed to him, and ro be commanded by 
him;. touſe hls Remedies, © to follow his Counſels, and 
and ro acquleſce In him az our Bleſſedneſs : Thus all are 


| agreed 2 The Articles are drawn; the Covenants, both on 


* -Gbds part and oxrs are read written: And here you are 
 come'to pur all paft controverfie, and mutually toſeal and 
| and ſubſcribe : Oh happy and bleſſed meeting ! Chrifilans, 
| do not forget your errand : Remember. where you- are, 
| and. what you are come for, and know that you are 

; Upon the (olemneſt tranſaRion that ever paſſed between 
| theCreator and the Creature. It God admirable condeſcen- 
; tion Ha the will be tied tous,and enter inco bonds withus, 

' to bleſs us and reward vs; And becauſe our Faiths weak, 

"He hath brought his Surety with him,the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
| -who is a Surety on his part, as well as ours, to undertake 
; forthe fulfilling of the Promiſes. And hehath brought the 

| viſible ſigns and pledges by which all ſhall be firmly paſt and 

| railficd before your eyes, This 35 the New Teſtament 3 my 

EE: © Blood. 


_— 
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. u ſhall vor want, for 1 will feed you ® You hall not. 


Judieionſly riſelved, _ 49 
Blood, Luke 22. 20, Written in my Blood : Ratifi.d jn 

my Blood; Oh Sics,thli is that which God doth here rcach 
forth unto you with h's own hand this. day / The New Ten 


| Seminrtn Chrifis Blood. Chriſtians prepare your Ears,and 


rovZe up your Faith, and now believe and hear ſome of 
the blefled Articles of that Covenant that God doth here 
Sign ad Scal to you; I ſhall mention only Nine, which I 
adviſe you to lay next your hearts while you have a day to {| 
live. And 50x ſhall find the virtue of theſe Cordials ſirong - |j 
and operative jn all conditions. | | 

Art: 1. That he will fulfil to you the place of all Rilations, 


2 Cox: 6. 18, 1 will be a Father to jou, xd ye ſhall be my 


Sons and Dexghters. Whar ever Children may expeR from 


\ | _ .a Father, thatyou way look far from me : I will find you 
', Mear, be not thoug! t'ul, 1 &10w thet you beve need. of «ll 


theſe things, Mat. 26 31, 32. You ſhall be- clothed our 
of my Ward-robe, Mat. 6, 28, 29, 39, And wear my 
Livery : And when you have need of correRiongl will re- 
member to doit ia mercy, and you ſhall find, that aus & 
Men cheſitneth bis $on, ſo the Lord Jour God chaſtneth you, _ 
D. ut: 8 5. | | 

1 will b; « Hushend to you and will betroth you unto we © 
for ever, Hol. 2, T9. You ſhall not need to fear, your Mas 
ker is : 1 will glve you my cholce Love: I will give you my 
heart. 

I will be « Lord end Soveraign to you: The Lord fs your 
Judge, The Lord is your Lew-giver : The Lord is. your | 


' King . Fear not the unrighteouſneſs of men- 


| will judge your Czuſe, I will defend your Rights,. you 
ſhall nor land or fall at Mans Bar 3 you ſhall nor be caſt at 
their Votess Ler them Curſe, I will Bleſs : Let them 
Condemn, -I will Juſtifie ; Who ſhall accuſe when I ſhall 
acquit you? Who ſhall lay any thing ro your charge, when 
I do diſcharge you ? When you come upon Tryal for your 
life to have your eternal ſtare decided, you. ſhall (ee your. 
Friend, your Father on the Bench: And you ſhall ſuerly. 
Fand in judgment, - and be found @t the right hand'a«. 
moogh the ſheep, and heat the King ſay, Cone ye Befſ« 
(4 ,” \ . | 

1 will be « ſhepherd to 966, fear no evil, fot Tam with you; 


I Caſes of Conſcience 

wander to be loft, for I will reftore you : I will cauſe 
you to lie down in green paftures 3. and lead you beſide 
the Still waters; If my Officers be carcle(s I will &o fr 


my (elf: As for you, Oh my carejeſs I wtil doit my ſelf ; 


As for you, Oh my flock, thus ſaith the Lord God, I will 
jadge between Cattle and Cattle, 1 wiilfeed »y flock, faith 
the Lord God, and cauſe them to lie dows, 1 will feck that 
which Is loſt,and bring agaln that which was driven away, 
'- and bind up that which is broken, and ſtrengthen thar 

which is ſick, bur I wiil deftcoy the fat and the ftrong,and 
will feed them with jadgment. 5 


1 will be « Phyſician to you. I will heal your backſlidings, 


and cureall your Diſcates, fear not, never did ſoul miſcar» 
' Ty thatleftin ay hands, and would bur follow my pre« 
ſcription. ; 


Wcll, this is one of che articles that God here ſealeth to;. 


' that he will be to you in the place of all Rejatlons: Silence 

> thou quarrelling Unbelicf, merhlnks I hear thy Whiſpers : 
Thar this is too good to be true, that it were preſumption 
In us to conne upon all this. What ſhall they thar muſt 
ſay to Corruption, thartthou arr my Father ?' be able to 
_ ſay to the Incorruptible God, thou art my Father 7 $hall 


they that muſt ſay tro the Worm, thou zct my Mother and 


 mysifter, be able to ſay tothe Angels of Light, Ye are my 
- follow Servanis? And to the King of Glory, Thou art my 
| Brother, and my Kinſman ? fhail Mijefty eſpouſe himſelf 
| to Miſery, avd the Worms-mear be married co Immorra«- 
| liry and Life ? How can theſe things be ?. 

Nay batO heart of infidelity, whar art thou that replieſt 


| againft God? Doſt thou,under a ſly pretence of Humility, 


- queſiion with thy Maſter, and call Veracity ito doub:? Is 
' nor this his Word, his Promiſe, bis Covenant? And 14nort 
| ers his Seal? Why then doſt thong doubr,O thou of Ilrrle 
Faith? 

* Art, I]. That be will entitle you to ell the Divine Per- 
| ſons and Perſtfiions, Grv. 17. 9. 1will be a Gol unto theey 
| mark, God gives away himſelf, and he gives hl Sox to you, 


* Iſa, 42. 6. 1 will givethre for 8 Covenant of the people. This 


Is the Churches Triumph, iſe. 2. 60. #1nto us 4 $02 is gives, 
| And he glvecs. his $p7it to you, Fohn 14. 16 | He ſhall give 
| 20% ax0thr Comforter, And Believers acknoyiedge the Rev 


cclpty. 
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Fudiciouſly Refeved. - © 99 
celpr, 1, Cor. 2. 7 we have received the Spirie which is 


of God. Thus you ſec all the Perſons of the God+head are 


made over to you, and fo are all the Perfefions of the God 
head ; and fo the Covenant runs, Gen. 19, 1; 1493 the Al= 
mighty God, or the All-ſ»fficient God, walk before me and be 
upright; theſe are the terms betiveen God and a Beilever. 


Be thou uprightbefore me, and I will be All ſefficient to 


thee; The All.ſuffictency of God Is the Comprehenſion of 
all his PerfefF;ons, Truth without Power, of Power with» 
out Wiſdom, to both without Goodnefs, would not be 


All ſouffciency ; Allsſufficlency takes in all that Is in God 


(If w« may (peak ofGods moſt ſimple Eſſencegaccording to 
the ſhallow reach our preſent Capacky ) yea it compre- 
hends Infiaitly more than can be ſaid or thought, Why 


' how this is the Covenant of Grace which God eſtablifhes 


with you this day, chat he will be a God Allſafficient to 


Jou. 

Chriſtians rouſe up your Faith : Now appropriate and - 
apply the Promiſes; Now believe ſtrongly, and fiedfaftly, 
and believing will fill you with joy unſpeakible, and full 
of glory, 1 do not wonder if your Faith be put to ft in fo 
high and great a Myftery; to draw nigh to Infinite Majes 
ſly, and confiderfngly 4trd without hefirancy to ſays Thex 
art Wine and all that tho befi, this fs no eafie thivg: But 
thoy mayeſt not dare to doubr it, Catnſt thou queſiſon 
him whos the Truth ? Cat che ſtrength of 1ſree1 lie, or 18 
his word deceive thee ? Bur the ſoul is ready to reply, Oh 
the things is roo high, and to great for me to preſume to 
believe, and is ready with Peter aſtonied, to cry our, De« 


' part Lord,for 1 am « ſinſul Man, But why doth thine Hind 


tremble, and chy Heart fall thee: And thy Feet ( wita Peters 
when walking on the the Waters) begin to fink? What 
doft thou filckat ? fs it at the crutch ofthe promiſe ? No 
faith the trembling ſoul, but fare ſo much can never belong 
ro me (o finfu}, Tam afraid It is not mine, Why, what 


 faich the promiſe ? Only be upright, What though thou 


haſt an hundred Failirgs yet thy Heart Is ppright: The bent 
of thy Heart is mainly for God and Holſne(s z thov makeſt 
conſclence of atl fin, little as welll az great, ſecret as well 


_ az open, and doeſt not deliberately allow thy ſelf In any : 


Thou doeft fn the ſettled frame of thy heart Or 9s 
| pleas 


$8 | Caſes of Conſcience 
wander to be loft, for I will reftore you : I will canſe 
you to lie down in green paftures 3 and lead you beſide 
the Still waters: If my Officers be carcleſs I will &o jr 
my ſelf: As for you, Oh my careieſs I wiil doir my ſelf ; 
As for you, Oh my flock, thus ſaith the Lord God, I will 
jadge between Catile and Cattle, 1 will feed »9 flack, faith 
the Lord God, and cauſe them tolle dows, 1 will feck that 
which Is loſtuand bring again that which was driven away, 
and bind up that which is broken,. and ſtrengthen thar 
which is ſick, bur I wiil deftcoy the fat and the ftrong,and 
will feed them with jzdgmenr. 
1 willbe «Phyſician to you. I will heal your backſlidings, 
and cure all your Diſcates, fear not, never did ſoul miſcar- 
' Ty ihatlefrin my hands, and would bur follow my pre« 
ſcription. : 


Wc<1l, this is one of che articles that God here ſealeth to; 


that he will be to you in the place of ail Rejatlons: Silence 
thou quarreliing Unbelicf, methlnks I hear thy Whiſpers ; 
That this 1s too good to be tru, that it were preſumption 
In us to count wpon all this. What ſhall they thar muſt 
ſay to Corruption, thar thou art my Father? be able to 
ſay to the Incorruprtible God, thou art my Father ? Shall 


they that muſt ſay ro the Worm, thou zrt ity Mother and 


my sifter, be able to ſay tothe Anpels of Light, Ye are my 
follow Servanis ? And to the King of Glory, Thon arc my 
Brother, and my Kinſman ? hail Mijefty efpouſe him(cif 
to Miſery, and the Worms-meart be married co Immorra- 
lity and Life ? How can theſe rhings be ? 

Nay but O heart of infidelity, whar art thou that replieſt 


| againfi God ? Doft rhou,under a f1y pretence of Humility, 


queſiton with thy Maſter. and call Veracity into doub:? Is 

not this his Word, his Promiſe, bis Covenant? And isnor 

there his Scal? Why then doſt chon doubr,O thon of little 
Faith 2? 

Art. Il. That be will entitle you to all the Divine Per- 
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Fudiciouſly Reſovrd. 
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| celpr, 1, Cor. 2. 12, me have received the Spirir which 7s 


of God, Thus you ſec all the Perſons of the God*head are 
made over to you, and fo are all the Perfefiions of the God 


| head; and (ſo the Covenant runs, Gen. 19, 1; 149; the Al= 
| Mighty God, or the All-ſ»fficient God, walk before me and be 


' upright; theſe are the terms beriveen God and a Beilever. 


| 


—— — 


| Be thou uprightbefore me, and I will be All ſefficient to 


thee ; The All.ſufficlency of God Is the Comprehenſion of 
all his PerfeF;iens. Truth withour Power, of Power with» 
our Wiſdom, ro both without Gcodnefs, would not be 


All ſufficienty : Alls(officlency takes in all that Is in God 


(If w« may (peak ofGods moſt ſimple Eſſencegaccording to 
the ſhallow reach our preſent Capacky ): yea It compre- 
hends Infiaitly more than can be ſaid or thought, Why 
now this is the Covenant of Grace which' God eftablifhes | 
with you this day, that he will be a God Al/ſufficient to | 


Jou. 

Chriftians roufe up your Faith : Now appropriate and 
apply the Promiſes; Now believe ſtrongly, and fiedfafily, 
and belizyIng will fill you with joy unſpeakable, and full 


| ofglory, 1 do nor wonder if your Faith be put to ft in fo 


high and great a Myſtery ; to draw nigh to Iifinire Maje= 


ſty, and confidertngly 4d without hefirancy to ſays Thex 


art Wine and all that thox bai, thisfs no eafie thing; But 
thoy mayeſt not dare to doubr ir, Cavſt thou queſiſon 
him whols the Trath ? Can the ſtrength of Iſrael lie, or 10 
his word deceive thee ? Bur the ſoul is ready to reply, Oh 
rhe things is roo high, and to greac for me to preſume to 
believe, and is ready wiih Peter aſtonied, to cry out, De« 
part Lord,for 1 am « ſinſul Men, But why doth thine Hind 
tremble, and thy Heart fall thee: And thy Feet ( with Peters 
when walking on the the Waters) begin to fink? What 
doft thou filck at ? 1s it at the cruth ofthe promiſe ? No 
faith the trembling ſoul, but ſure {6 much can never belong 


' to me (o finfo}, Tam afrald Ir i; not mine. Why, what 


ſaich the promiſe ? Only be upright, What though thou 
haft an hundred Failirgs yet thy Heart Is vpright: The benr 
of thy Heart is mainly for God and Hollne(s z thov me 
conſcience of all ſip, little as welll 33 great, ſecret as well 
as open, and doeſt not deliberatcly allow thy ſelf In any : 


Thou doeſt in the ſettled frame of thy heart Frame Ih 
| pleas 


ate wc alt ban Pics ox BS : 
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_ All (ufficient to thee, 
Joyce In thine own bleſſedneſs' Oh happy, thrice happy 
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all warldly good, ther: fore thou art upright,theſe marks axe 
udtallible. Whar,doeft thou objeR thy failings? Artthon 
under a Covenant of Works? Do yo thlok God now ſtands 
upon Perſe ion? The Covenant js plain.: God counteth for 
uprightneſs : and God hath wrought in thee that Conditlon 
thar he requires of thee. What can be plaine;? Wilt chou ſuf- 
fer the Divel & unhelief to catch the bread our ofthy hand, 
when God tells thee it Is thine ? Wilt thou be againſt 
thy ſelf, and refaſe thine own pezce, when God is come 
to ſeal thee up to the diy of Redemption ?. This Is that 
which the Lord here ſeals to thee, Thee be will be God 
O b<lieve, and be thankful and re- 


Souls, whom the Living God, thas Ggnifieth and ſealeth 
to, and aſfigns over all his iofiaite PerſeRlons as fs ever» 
liftiog poſſeſſion, 

Art... HI. That be will diſcherge you from all your debts, 
Heb. 8. 10, 12. This js the covenant, I will br mr ciful. 
to their wirighteouſneſs, and their ſins and iniquitits will I 


r2Mimber no more, Ila. 1.18. thoxgh yoxr fins be as [carltt,. 


they (ball be as white 4s ſnow, Believeſi thou this Come 


near beloved Chriſtians, approach hellevingly, and here. 


thou ſhalt ſee the Lord croſfing out all thy Debts, taklog, 
away the band wtiting that is again(t thee, declaring thar- 


he hath received a Ranſom, and jr is ſat fied, contented), 
arid paid. O happy man that ſhall leave all thy fins behind 


thee; why this is the very thlog that the frichful God doth 
here $cal _unta thee, Thy Pardon is written in his moſt 


ſacred blood which is here ſhed for the remiſſion of fins. 
So that thou mayeſi triumph with the Apoſile, who 2s he. 


Lbat condemntth, itisChrift that ated, Rom. 8, 34+ 


Art. IV. That be will ſave you from all your Enemies, not. 


from the Combate, but from the Conqueſt. The ViRory 
ſhil be ſure, (o far God is engaved, So the Covenant runs 


Fo is firſt diſcovery, that the S224 of the woman ([hexld break 
the Serpents brad, thoxgh br ſhexld braiſe bis beel, Gen, 3.15+ 


by the ſeed of the woman, underſtand not Cbri(s only, bur «ll 
Believers, by thc Serpent underfiend not Setay only, bur all 
his perty, the ungodly perſccuting World, which are his 
his Children :. and allour Tyrannous Lufts, which are hls 


brood 


60 | F. 
'Pleafing of God, and value his farour and fcllowfhip above 


| 


SD D— 


| 
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4: brood, his Works. By hiv brxiſing oxy Heel, underftand 
. his moleſting,end woundlng of us, but not mortally. By cur 


Breaking bis Bad, underſtand rhe total and final viory 
which we ſhall moſt eectainly obtain over him and hls party 
at laft Chriftians, what ſhould we fear ! Death? The Co- 
venant here Sealed makes over D-ath as a Legacy to you, 
and behold Ic brings you the head of your conquered Ene- 
my in a Charger, t Cor, 3. 22, Death is yours, O bleſſed 
and moſt grateful Preſcnt, Setex! The Covenant aſſures 
you God will brxife him wnder your feet (bortly, Rom. 16, 20, |f 
The world ! Br of good chear, Chriſt bath overcome the world I 
John 16, 23. Hell, There 5s no Condemnation for them that || 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 8. 1. Sin! This indeed is to be 
dreaded, but with a watchful! and caxtioxs fear ; Not with } 
a fainting diſcouraging fear ; Sin ſhall not have dominion {| 
0vtr J0k, Rom, 6, 13, 14. | | 

'Chriftians, here now is meat for your Faith, What do 
all theſe holy Promifes nothing move you ? Or carry little 
favour, or reliſh with them? What fhall the Almighty 
God give it to thee under his own hand, that thou art 2 
Free-man, and thon make little account of It? Shall He 
give thee thy Prote&ion, and thou lay it by as an uſeleſs 
Paper that fignifies little ? Oh $lrs : when. your hearts 
are ready to faint becauſe of the Sons off A1ackh, that be 
In the. way 3 when you ſee the black Guard gaping upon 
you, and the King of Terrors levelling at you, and a wick» 


. ed world armed with rage againſt you, and full of malice, 


and the Thieves and Conſpirators In the boſom watching. 
theſr oppertuvity to betray all to them, yet let not this 
diſcourage you. Theſe were-enough indeed to make @ 
confidering manz heart to'melt and die within him, but 
that the Covenant of grace yeilds ſuch ample relief againſt 
all. O be ever mlndfall of the Covenant ; Remember 
what hath Paſt this day between the Living God and your 
Souls: Watch, O Chriſtian, and ſtand faſt, quit thee 
Ike a Man. The Conqueſt Is ſure : Who would not fight- 


' whith courzpe, that Hath afſurance of the Victory? 


Art. V. that be will befriend you 3n al! conditions. He 
will be a feſt Fri:n4 'ro you tn every Change, and turn all 


things to your good, and when you zre ready to fay un- 


beljeviogly, with Facob; All thiſe things art ageinfl mes 
| Rom, 
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derneſs; *There he will fpeak comfortable unto you, Heſ, 2+ 
© 14.10 the Fire and the Water He will be with you, Iſa. 43- 


(2.He will be a firengthto the poor a ſtrength to the needy. 


© in hlsdiſtreſs,a refuge from the Storm,and a ſhadow from 


(the Hzar, whenthe blatt of the terrible ones Isasa Storm . 


© agaIntft the Wall, 1)c. 25: 4+ 

Belaved, here the Lord Is come to Seal all theſe Prom- 
Iſes to you; Oh go hone and bleſs your ſelves fo the 
ſweer Security of your eftate, God hath promiſed, you 
that what eyer conditlon you be in, yau ſhall have Seccure, 
and Sapporte from him, and enjoy his preſence with 
you ; and (ce his Finger in all your Troubles (weetly 
turning all to the beit; Go away and live like bclievers; 


| - be nor afrald of Suffering, bur ſhew that you believe 


what God hath promiſed, that effii&lons ſhall nor hure 
you. The nex: time any trouble comes upon you, R:mem 
ber what a Promife God hath paſted anto you this day, 
and wait on him believingly for the happy iſſue and event 
of every Tryal that ſhall befall you; 

Art. VI. * That he will wke epon him the care of all 
© yonr Conceraments, You muſt ps careful in nothing, 
* Phil. 4« $5, He careth for you, 1 Pet- 5.7. Takeno 
* thoughts what you fhall Ear or Drink, nei:her be of 
| *qdonbtful mind, but rather ſeek you the Kingdom of Gods, 
 $andall theſe things ſhall be added to you,1xke. 12. 29 3l 
| #5 Come you to this Holy O:dInance fo any diftce(s or 
| *trronble? Merhinks you fhould go from it as Hanned, 
© and you Conntenance be no more ſad, God will number 
v your Hears : and will wake care that nothing be loſt, Fob, 
© 6. 36. Lyke. 12, 7. H= will rake care of your Names, 
| * and bring forth your Reghteouſneſs as the Light. P/el. 
 *37: 5. 6. Of your ſubſiſtence, He will give Meat to 
them that fear him,znd b* ever mindfal of his Covenant, 
Pſal. 111. 5, Of your $tred, for he will be a God unto 
them, and w:zll entail the bleſſi2ag upon them, Gen. 19. 5+ 
{ He commands that your Widows and Fatherles Children 
| ſhould be lefr on him. He is by Covenant to look after 
| thelc Concerns, you need nor be ſolicicous, He is tender 
of vou when he ſeems moſt to negle& you, as Moles Lifter 
that was ſecretly watching behind the bufh and wiſhly 


looks 


Rum. 8 28. Geo, 42: 36, [f he brings you into the Wil- | 
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* | Jooking on, to ſee what was done «o the Child, though 
| tothe findersit ſeemed expoled ro Famine, and Death in 
the Flags. 


Art, VII, That he will give you, or be himſelf to you 
CInſtead of all Comforts. He will be a Sup and Shicld, 
© and will give grace and glory, and no good thing wll. 
© he with hold from chem that walk uprightly, Pſal. 84l 
11. Oh! the treafure in theſe words. 1 am thy Shield 
and exceeding great Reward, 1 will undertake both for 
thy Prote&ion and Provifion: When evill affails thee, IT 
will be a Shſeld to'thee : When any good is wanting, I 
will be a Supply. Thou fhalt have Children, or I will be 


| better to thee than ten Children; Thou ſhalt have Riches; 
| or I will be thy Store : Thou ſhalt have Friends if beſt 


ſor thee, or elſe I will be thy Comforter In thy ſolitude, 


_ thy Counſellor in thy diftreſs. My Secrets; my Ear and 


my Door ſhall be ever open to thee, Mark. 10+ 30. He 
ſhell receive ak hundred=fold inthis time; though he have || 
bot the things themſelves, yer he ſhall! have all theſe, | 


- and more than all In me: I will be Houſe, and Friend, 


and Father to him, all in one. If you ſhould have an /} 
handred Candles burning in the Room, and ſhould pat {|| 
out every one, and open the Window and ler inthe San, 4 
this wonld be better than the hundred Lights that were 4 
put ont: So here, though thou ſhould be c:lled to forſake || 
all,yewill be bur as the lertiog the Ciſtern run, and open {| 
to the Founrain. | 
Art. VII, That he will mentain you all your days in {} 

* hls ſervice. He wlll be your Guide even unto Death, | 
© Pal. 48.14. Chriftians, whileſt you hayca day to live, | 
© God will ftand by you, He will never leave you nor for= || 
© ſake you. Heb. 13. 5. Snrely Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall 
$ follow you all the days of your lives, Pſel. 23. 6, And | 
* the Lord will never turn away from you todo you good, || 
Jer. 32. 40; O happy Covenant that'the Lord ſcaleth | 
to you, | | 
Art, IN, That when you come to Apes, he will give the || 
Kingdom to you. God ſalth to the bellever here : 7Thine | 
#5 the Kingdom: What ever is promiſed In rhe Corte-/ 7 
mY 7-226 

va \ | 
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is Scaled in the Sxzcramevt, Luke, 12: 32, It Is your 


Fathers, good pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, Luke, 22. 
29, TI appoint unto you a Kingdom, Mark the Promiſes preg- 
nant with a K'ngzom.  * Fis no leſs than a Erown, a King« 
dome, that is here delivered unto you. Lybe 19. 12. A 
certain Noble Man went into & far Conntrey, to receive to 
himſelf « Kingdom and to,retwrx + This is the buſineſs you 
are come for hither. To receive to your ſelves « Kingdom, 


ground you go upon, as you are going home. to think 
what you have received here. Methinks you ſhould go 
forth as Hamas from the Banquet, joyful and with a glad 
Heart, Sirs, do you know what you are doing ? Why 
the Lord doth by theſe Signs glve you the Kingdom as a 


Man by the dilivering unto you a Twf, or a Ky, glycs 


poſſeſſion of an Heyſe or Lend . Brethren have you ever 
read of the Kingdom of Foy, of the Crown of Liſe of the 


Robes of Righteouſneſs, of the Thrones of the Glory ? Why. 
all this God here makes over to you, I tell you, Sirs 
theſe are not blg Words nor cunningly diyiſed Fables. 


God Almighty is here come to cerilfic you of the reality 
of hls Promiſes. As ſure az y ou do now fiton your Seats, 
you ſhall ſhortly fit on your Thrones, As (ure as you are 
now cloarhed with fleſh, ſo ſurely ſhall you be cloathed 
with Glory. . Are you (ure-you are now in Earth? $o 


| ſarely ſhill you be ſhortly In Heaven. The Lord intendeth 


you' bur for a very little while in rhis lower Region, you 


muſt awell above ; where Chriſt js, there you muſt be: 


alſo, Ay ſure as you now feea Crucified Chriſt, ſo ſurely 
fhall you ſee a Glorified Chriff, The Lord Jeſus doth 
auricipare his Sentence here, and callsro you, Gueſt ; 
Come ye Bleſſed, inherit the Kingdom, Take the writing, 
behold the Seals. here are the Conveyances of the King= 
dom ; The Donation 1s (ure and full, nnalterable, irreyo- 
C:bie. 


-  Shriftiansz do.'you'believe ? If you do, methinks you 


by 
- 


| fhoule be raviſhed : Methinks you ſhonld be filled with 
- their fifpcakable and full of Glory. Bur do. you ſtagger at 


die Promiſe, through anbelelf? Do you (ay, O it Is _y 
iy # much 


and ſo ro return, On! methinks you ſhould forger what 


wes ay oy OV. ww, i. EY hang FY *%, Yy 
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much and too great? Why, how can this be ? What 


too great for God to make good ?. Thou dareft not think 


ſo, Burt it is too great for me to Count upon. Why bur 

man, doſt chou not bear upon thee, the Mark of the Lord 
Fejus; Whoſe Image and Superſcription is this ? Doth not 
your vcry heart prize Chriſt above all the World ? Haſt 
thou not made a deliberate choice of him, for thy Head 


- and Huw babd? Haſt thou notentered into a ſolemn contract 


with "him, to be his for all times and condiilons, and 
love, honGur and obey him, before all others to the death ? 
And doth not thy heart fland to all his cholce ? Haſt 


not thou taken him with hls Yoke, and with his Croſs? 
| And d4oceſt not thou in thy praGiice firſt ſeck the Kingdom 


of God, and the RIghreouſneis thereof? And haſt nor 
thou chofen the way of the Kingdom? Art not thou in 


| love with Holiceſs? And defireſt grace more than Gold? 
| Doeft not thou prefer an holy ſpiritoal Life, before all 


the Grandeur of the world, and pleaſvre of the ficſh? 
And allthis not only for a fir or fleſh, but in the ſettled 


+ frame and diſpoſition of thy heart? Surely thou muſt 
wrong God and thyſelf if thou denieft it ro be thus with 
| thee, Why theſe are the marks of the Lord 7eſus upon 


| thee, the ſure marks. Fear not, theſe cannot deceive 


thee: They evidence thar thou art born of God, that 


thou art a Son, and fo an Helr : and therefore mayeſt 
lay claim tothe Inheritance. 


Come then, Beloved Chriſtian, be of good comfort; 


| why ſhovuldeft thou doubr? Thou haſt the mark of the 


_— 


| Sheep and therefore thy portion ſhall be at the Right 
| Hand, and thy Sentence amovg the Bleſſcd, Well then, 


receive this Holy Sacrament as the Pledge of all this. Go 
home and look over all theſe Bleſſed Promiſes, and count 
them thine, Do not read them ( as too often herercs 
fore )zs if they did nor concern thee, Remember what 
God hath here promiſed under Hind and Seal to thee, 
and let not all be left behind thee, when thon goeſt 
hence, bur lect the remembrance, rhe fruit and (weer of 
this abide upon thee whileſt thon haſt a day to live. Ne- 
yer ſorget whar the Lord hath here ſpoken ro thy ſoul:: 


Make 


Make more of the Promiſcs than ever in thy Life before : - | 
Bleſs thy ſelf in them': Remember how the Lord delivered | - 
thee the promiſes : How he Sealed to thee ſeveral Articles, | - 
How he ſprinkled the blood upon the Book of the Cove- |_ 
nant : And gave it thee, and fald, This 3s the New Teftas | | 
mMext in 1 Blood : Oh live henceforth a Life of Joy and | | 
Faith, as a man that is cleyated above the world; Donor +. 
' live at the old, dull and ſloathfal rate carry it like a be £ : 
liver , and ina word, walk as one that doth indeed take | 
all for Truth that the Lord hath ſpoken to thee this day, | 
' Ler that of the Apoſile be a Cloſe to all, 2 Cor. 9. 1; | 
Having therefore theſe Promifes, Dearly Bcloyed let us 
$.cleanſe our ſelves from all filrhineſs both of fleſh and | 
© ſpirit, perfe&Rlog Holineſs In the fear of God- 
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